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PLO Chuairman Yasser Arafat (14 talks with United
Nations Secretary General Boutros Boutros-Ghali on
Thursday upon his arrival at the United Nations. Arafat is
expected to urge the UN to step up its involvement in the

Middle East peace- process, according to Palestinian
sources, —AFP/UNB photo

France sends aid to Beirut: .

French navy ships sailed into Beirut harbor Friday carrying

710 tons ot power transformers -and spare parts to hel
rebuild power stations destroved by Israeli air raids, A
reports rom Beirut

The 168 -metre (551 -toot) transport ship Foudoe ana an
80-meter (262 fool) escort gunboat. the Premier aitra Her,
arrived at the seaport after a six-day gnurnr}' troin the
Mediterranean port of Toulon in southeast France

Chechen rebels free 7 cops: chene

rebels freed seven policemen Irom the Rissian republic of
Dagestan overnight after holding them hostage for a day,
Interfax newrs agency reported vesterday. AFP reports from
Moscow,

In a routine car check on the border between Dagestan

and Chechnya the police had found a handgun on one ol three
Chechen residents of Dagestan. the agency cited the Dagestan
Interior Ministry as saying While the men was detained, the
two others lel but returned to the border post an hour later
with a group of men who overpowered all seven border
guards and said they would only be released if their COIMpAari-
ion was freed

Serbs free 4 Bosnian Croats: ...

Serbs released tour war crimes suspects Thursday after the
UN war erimes tribunal showed no interest in them. AP re-
ports from Sarajevo.

The retease of the four Bosnian Croats followed the freeing
Wednesday of two Muslim war crimes suspects. The peace
accord required that all threr factions who tought over the

former Yugoslavia for 3 and half years release their prisoners
of war by January 19, hut some still are held, The pact also
permits the detention and investigation of war Crimes sus

pects. pending a tinal decision by the” Hapue tribunal on’
Yugoslavia on whether it wants to try them.

. 3 . . -
Chinese police seize 27kg heroin:
Chinese police arrested eight people after they found 27 kilo-
grams [59 pounds) of heroin during a routine mspection of a
Taiwan fishing ship docked at a port in Fujian province, offi-
cial reports said Friday, AP reports from Beijing.

The heroin was found April 18 while the ship was an-
chored 1n Lim!jmng_ the official Xinhua News Agernicy reported.
't sand one of those arrested was from Hong Kong amd three
were fromn Taiwan, i

Chinton pays tribute to Billy Graham:
President Clinton paid glowing tribute to evangelist Billy
Graham and his wife Ruth. saying they have "practiced the re-
igion of gond Citizenship,” AP reports {rom Washington.
Clinton spoke at a fundraising dinner Thursday night for
the Ruth and Billy Graham Children's Health Center in
Asheville. North Carolina, just hours after the couple was pre-
senited with a Congressional Gold Medal in ceremonies in the
Rotunda of the Capitol. Graham. 77 who offered a4 prayer at
Clititon's inaugural three years ago. has said he told Clinton he
disagreed with his veto of a hill that would have outlawed cer-
tain late-term abortions :

Chinese army chief in Moscow:

The Chinese army chief oY stafl General Fu Quanvou. arrived
it Moscow Thursday for a week-Jong visit and with Defence
Minister Pavel Grachev., Moscow NTV said in a report
motutored by the BBC. AFP reports from London.

Futold NTV the aim of his visit was to sirengthen friend-
ship and attain mutual benefits: He js also to meel his Russian
counterpart. General Mikhail Kolesnikov, visit air and naval
bases. a naval academny in Saint Petersburg and a miilitary
training centre in the north Caucasus. ;

Russia, Armenia sign security deal:

Russia and Armenia signed documents setling up a military
_coalition” Thursday during a wvisit in Yerevan by Russian
Defence Minister Pavel Grachev AFP reports from Yerevan.

"We have no external enemy. This coalition is directed
against none in particular. Its only purpose is to strengthen
the security of both countries.” Grachev said after he and
counterpart Vazquen Sarkissian had signed the protecol. He
did not explain further what the coalition iplied.

Meningitis kills 3,941 in Burkina Faso:
meningitis epidemic which has swept across Western Africa
since January has claimed 3.941 lives in Burkina Faso. health
otficials said Thursday. AFP reports from Ouagadougou,

The national office for preventive medicine said a total of
38.82] cases had been registered, an increase of 6,000 on
slatistics given outl two weeks ago. The number of deaths
recorded has increased by 600 in the same pertod.

US to provide additional
- $4m to help organise
Bosnian post-war elections

WASHINGTON, May 3: The

Washinglon was urging other
United States announced

overnments to follow suit to

Thursday it will provide an ad
ditional four million dollars to
help organise Bosnia's post-
war elections, bringing its total
support for the vote to about

11 ‘million dollars, reports
AFP,

The funds will be handed to
the Organisation for Security
and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE]), which will supervise
elections expected to be held
some time in September. said
State Department spokesman
Glyn Davies.

Thre US aid includes funds
lo support new political par-
ties, voter education, the ad.
minisiration of the elections
and other initiatives under
OSCE auspices.

In announcing the addi-

tional aid, Davies stressed that

elp cover the cost of the elec-
tions., which are viewed here
as the litmus test of the Bosnia
peace accord.

Under an agreement
reached in November, voters
In Bosnia will elect members
Lo a national parliament and to
the two assemblies of the
Bosnian Serb republika Srpska
and the NFus]Em-Crnat
Federation. the entities that
make up Bosnia-Herzegovina.

Voters in the Republika
Srpska will elect a representa-
tive to the Bosnia presidential
courncil who will sit at the tahle
with two elected leaders from
the Muslim-Croat Federation
— one Bosnian and one Croat.

There will also be municipal

and local elections throughout
the territory of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Chinese dissident
gets asylum
in US

BELJING., May 2 Chinese
dissident Liu Gang. jailed for
SIX years as a leader of pro-
democracy student protests in
1989, has fled to the United
States and been given itical
asylum, a US-based human
rights group said on Friday.
reports Reuter.

Liu. 34, escaped from China
on April 27 with the help of
unidentified international or-
anisalions, the New York-

human rights in China
pressure group said in a news
release faxed to intermational
news organisations in Bedjing.

Liu had been granted ti-
cal asylum in the United tes
and arrived in a US west coast

city on May |, the group said

It gave ?m dﬂuﬁrdﬂo‘r Ldu
esca from China, where he
had been the object of a police
manhunt since he defied a
travel ban and slipped away
from his hfmatuﬂwn of
L.mg{u' an. 700 km (420 miles)
northeast of Beijing. last
month

4 killed in

Karachi violence

KARACHI. May 3: Gunmen
killed four people and
wounded four in Karachi today
in a drive-by attack apparently
aimed at a rival political group.
police said. reports Reuter

The assailants fired from a
car at a roadside restaurant in
the Garden Area of the south-
ern Pakistani city after mid-
night. Three of the dead and
all the wounded belonged to
the Hagiqi faction of the eth:

nic ohajir National
Movement (MQM).
Police blamed the main

stream MQM led by London-
based Altal Hussain for the at-
tack. An MQM spokesman de-
nied the charge

More than 100 MQM-
Hagqiqi members were killed in
tactional fighting in the city
Iaﬂt‘lvtar. compared with 67 in
1994

The government says the
M@QM is at the root of much of
the ethnic and political strife
in Karachi. where at least 216
people have been killed this
year. Last year's death toll ex-
ceeded 2,000,

Iran denies US
report on building
tunnels along

Gulf coast

TEHRAN, May 3: Iran on
Thursday denied a US report
that) Tehran was building tun-
nels on its Gulf Coast which
could be used to launch or
store long range missiles,
calling it an American policy
to sell more arms to Israel. re-
ports Reuter.

Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Mahmoud Mohammadi.
quoted by Tehran Radio. said

the report was a simple-
minde ustification to sell
advanced American arms to

the Zionist Regime (Israel).”
Washington officials have

| confirmed a magazine report

about the tunnels and quoting
a senior US military officials as
saying Iran had recently at-
tempted to buy ballistic mis-
siles from North Korea,
which experts say could reach
Israel.

Taiwan to produce
130 home made jets

by 2000

TAIPElL., Taiwan, May 3
Taiwan's air force plans to take
delivery of 130 home-made
warplanes by 2000, ending
speculation about further re-
ductions in orders, a newspa-
per said Friday, reports AP

The decision was prompted
by the satisfactory perfor-
mance of the overhauled
Indigenous Defense Fighters.
the United Daily News re-
ported.

Air Force officials had asked
to reduce the order to 60
planes, citing poor perfor-
mance and the subsequent
purchase of superior US and
French aircraft.

Production was suspended
entirely after an IDF crashed
into the ocean last July, and
the Defense Ministry ordered
an overhaul of those planes al-
ready in service.

Fifty of the IDF planes have
already been delivered. with
the 70th now on the assembly
line, the newspaper reported.

Development of the IDF be-
gan in the 1980s when the US
and other western nations
were refusing to sell Taiwan
advanced military equipment
due to objections from rival
Beijing.

Russia to form
special
peacekeeping

force
MOSCOW, May 3: Russia will

form a special peacekeepin
force numbering up to 22*005
troops "for maintaining or

restoring international peace
and security," President Boris
Yelisin said Friday, reports AP,

A decree released by his of-
fice said the force will be
drawn from existing units of
the armed forces. and consist
of 17 motorized rifle and four
paratroop battalions.

Yeltsin ordered Russia's
Defense Ministry to come up
with a detailed list of those
units within a month. He said
2[1: Envernmcnt had three

onths to work out other de-
tails, such as providing funds
for forming the force, training
it, and tr:amggn budget for its
activities in 1997.

UNITED NATIONS ‘May 3
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat

visited the United Nations
amid extraordinary security
Thursday and urged the world
body to help push along the
Middle East peace process
reports AP

More than 100 New York
City police and 25 US State
Department agents surrounded
Arafat or guarded his motor-
cade as he arrived.

Arafat’'s black limousine was
tralled by a van filled with po.

lice carrying loaded assault ni-
fles. A blue police patrol boat
cruised in the East River be-

hind the building .

UN employees crowded in
front of windows on the
ground floor of the building
and journalists who ap
proached Arafat had to pass
through metal detectors

Arafat, wearing his custom-

and checkered
Was

4ry uniform
headdress,

Secretary-General

Boutros-Ghali.
"We demand a more effec-

tive role by the United Nations

in the peace process ” Arafat
told reporters later

The United Nations has
lohg been a source of su
for Palestinians. UN agencies
have been active in elping
Palestinian refugees
ing the Cold War the General
Assembly routinely passed
resolutions critical of Lsrael.

Israel has regarded the
United Nations as biased and
has long sought to keep the
world organization out of the
peace :
"We are looking from his
excellency to continue to push
the peace process in all the

immediately
ushered to the top floor of the
buillding to meet with UN
Boutros

and dur-

peace process

iracks.” Arafat said as bhe sat

down to meet with Boutros-
Ghhali.
At a news conference later

Arafat was asked whether
Israelis and Arabs could live

peaceful :
"As ll'zzlghh-url. As neigh-
bors.” he replied. "Now there

will be two states. A Palestinian
slate beside its neighbors, the

Israelis.”

Arafat refused to comment

on the upco Israeli elec-

tions, which pit Shimon Peres.

Arafat's partner in peace talks

against the

Arafat said

When asked about terror at-

tacks st Israel. Arafat said
Palestinians “firml stand
st any effort from any

arter that would undermine
the chr. process

mote hawkish

Bﬂ}{anin Netanyahu.
t is not my business

e

cial visit.

British Prime Minister John Major shakes
welcomes him to 10 Downing Street Thursd

hands with King Hussein of Jordan (R) as he
ay in London. The King is in London on an offi-

— AFP/UNB photo

GROZNY. May 3 Thousands
of people in: the Chechen
town ol Shali were hoping for
a chance to run for their lives
if Russian troops poised on the
oeutskirts launched an ail out
attack, reporis AP.

Russian troops have been
outside Shali for days, threat-
ening an assault unless the
hundreds of rebels th(-.{ say are
holed up in the town lay down
their arms and surrender.

Reports vary on the size of
the guerilla force inside Shali,
a large town east of Grozny al-
ready badly battered by the
War .

Local officials had earlier
said only a handful of guerillas
were i the town. The Russian
military. however. insisted it
was a large force numbering
between 1 and 300 fight-
ers

E——

On Thursday, Shali Mayor
Musa Dakayev said rebel rein-

forcements had arrived in
Shali, Dakyaev, who was in
Grozny. the Chechen capital,
went on lelevision to plead
with the rebel's to surrender.

Top officials of the
Moscow-backed government,
meanwhile. were trying to ne-
gotiate an end to the poten-
tially bloody standoff with
Russian troops, the ITAR-Tass
news agency said.

Dakayev said he was
Russian commanders to let
him evacuate the town's
15,000 residents before
launching an assault “Shali's
residents are ready (o run for
their lives.” he told ITAR-
Tass.

Some people have already
started to abandon the town.

According to the [nterfax

news agency. the Russian
command said L would allow
civiliaris to leave before attack-
ing. The military has issued,
then extended, several ultima-
tums to the rebeils irt the past
few days.
In the past, Russian tr

have sometimes sealed off

Chechen towns and villages
before they attacked. The re-
sulting civilian casualties have
been internationally con-
demned. Most of the estimated
30,000 dead in the war have
been civilians.

In Moscow. President Boris
Yeltsin said he hopes his visit
to Chechnya in mid-May would
help get peace talks going.

Plgl'lag to lhankgﬂt?rg sol-
diers.” he told reporters, "And
1 must meet with the Chechen
elders and try to give talks a
new impulse.”
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India’s first voters line up outside a polling booth Thursday, one hour befo
in Madras. India's electoral race entered the

politically crucial

the polls opened
northern heartland as

millions trooped at the paolls amid heavy security in the second round ¢f national elections.

— AFP/UNB photo

NEW DELHI, May 3: Hindu
nationalist leader and potential
rime minister Atal Bihari
ajpayee sald in remarks pub-
lis today that his party was
prepared to sit in the opposi-
tion rather than "buy MPs" to
come to power, reports AFP.

"Don’t think | am so des-

erate for power,” said

ajpayee, who is being pro-
JPi:cted bg his Bharatiya Janata

arty (BJP, Indian People's
Party) as the "prime minister-
in-waiting."

He told the Pioneer news-
paper: "If the BJP does not get
the sufficient numbers to form
a government, we will sit in
the opposition. So what?"

Opinion polls say the BJP
would emerge on top of a hung

rliament winning more seats
ﬂ';ath: 945-member Lok Sabha.
or lower house, in the current
general elections than the rul-
ing Congress (I} Party.

But no party is capable of
winning the 273 seats needed
for a simple majority, the polls

predict.
The Congress. the BJP and
a centrist-leftist alliance are all

forecast to win less than 200

« after the thi

seats each. The outcome of the
staggered elections will be
known by May 10, three days
phase of polling,

"If we get 215 seats or
above, there should be no
problem in forming a govern-
ment with the help of our
electoral allies and possibl
some regional parties." the 69-
year-old Vajpayee was quoted
as

If it did not win that many.
the BJP was prepared to wait
for its turn to come to power
but would not engage in "horse
trading” to lure away elected
members from other parties.
he said.

“There is no
buying MPs." the P leader,
who enjoys a spotless record
in public life, told the Pioneer.
'l am determined to come to
power without compromising
my principles.”

But some "Honest
Congressmen” would voluntar-
ily come forward to help the
BJP form a government.
Vajﬂam said.

€ conceded that BJP sup-
porters would be greatly disap-

uestion of

Tam not-desperate for power: Vajpayee

pointed if it failed to form a
,Iguv:mlgll]en:} even after emerg-
ng as the biggest single t
in paﬂlam:ntsgt BieRAy
Meanwhile:

opposition

India's main
rty blasted Prime
inister P V Narasimha Rao on
Thursday for repeatedly alleg-
ing that an opposition victory
in general elections would dis.
integrate the country.

“These are signs ol [rustra-
tion of a prime minister about
to lose elections,” Krishan Lal
Sharma, spokesman for the
Hindu-nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP, Indian
People's Party), told reporters

here.

"A man figh his last bat-
tle with his back to the wall
can nnl?' be expected to lose
sight of reason and logic.
Sharma said. "The time has
come to expose him and rele-
gate the Congress to a footnote
of Indian history.

"The BJP is confident this
task will be fulfilled by the
people.” he added. "In another
eight days, the country will be
freed from the corrupt and
uncaring regime he by...
Rao "
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WASHINGTON. May 3. The
US Senate on Thl.lfld};}' over-
whelmingly approved a bill to
clamp down on illegal immi-

ation. curb the spread of
ake work papers and deny so-
cial welfare benefits to legal

immigrants, reports AFP.

The bill, which 97-
3. would near dam USs
border patrol adding 4.700
officers raise standards for
proving work eligibility and
increase penalties for immi-
grant g
La must now rec-
oncile the bill with a -
the

ing wersion that passed
House of tatives be-
fore sendi a legisiatien to
President Chimnten.

the key differences
is an explosives provision

e

to clamp down on
illegal immigration

passed by the house thai would
denv free education benefits to
the children of illeg.d | T -

& l‘*t White House criticised
the provision when it passed
in March but had cautions
praise for Thursday's Senate
acton.

President Bill Clinton called
the Senate Bill a step toward
restoring the rule of law in our
immlﬁ;tmn system. Bt he
said "goes too far in deny-
ing legal immigrants access to
vital safety net programme
which could se public
health and ty net.”

Immigration has emer
as a red hot political iuu:gct?-j
this tial election year.
particudarly in the wvote rich
state of California. which ber-
ders Mexico.

COLOMBO, May 3. A bomb
exploded on a tiny island off
Sri Lanka's east coast this
morning. killing at least six

ople. including some air
orce personnel, defence
sources said. reports Reuter.

The explosion occurred on
the pjer Manthivu island as
about 15 air force personnel
arrived on a goodwill mission
with gifts for inmates of a
leprosy hospital, the sources
sanic]

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam. fighting for in-
dependence in the islands
north and east. were sus
pected in the bomb attack. the
sources said

They said air force person
nel made an annual visit to the
hospital on Vesak Day. the
Buddhist [estival *of lanterns
carrying hot meals and gifts for
patients.

"The rebels would have
been expect| alr force per-
sopnel, since this was an an-
nual visit,” one source said

AFP adds:

Tamil Tiger
guerillas hijacked a civilfan gu.n

in eastern Sri Lanka and shot

()' the Record

Tigers hijack civilian bus

Blast kills 6 in Sri

dead an off-duty policemnan and
kidnapped two others. the
Defence Ministry said today

Gunmnen of the separatist
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam (LTTE) later set fire ta the
bus in the district of Amapara
oni Thursday. the ministry said
adding that the body of the vic-
tim had been found

In another incident in the
east. security forces ambushed
a group of Tamil Tigers. killi
three rebels. Troops rrcuv:r::f
two automatic assault rifles and
radio communication equip-
ment from the victims tlEe
miinistry said.

The sporadic clashes in the
east of the country came as se-
curify forces consolidated
their gains in the Jaffna Penin-
sula in northern Sri Lanka
after driving out the Tigers
who had once ruled the region.

Following the army's latest
drive launched on April 19
some 250 000 Tamil civillans
who fled the area have re-
turned to their homes forcing
the government to call fér in-
ternational help to reqettie the
refugees

Duchess of York decides
to brush up her image

LONDON: Her reputation tarnished by a mountain of news
stories about ruinous spending sexual shenanigans and -
outright vulgarity, the Duchess of York has decided to brush

ris AP
on

up her image, re
The Daily Mai

[
Friday quoted an unidentified eollcague

of New York publicist Howard Rubenstein as sa{}ng the

duchess, who began divorce proceedings with her
Prince Andrew on April 17, has told Ru

(her image) softeni

with children highlighted.”

“She is also in the process of

usband
nstein: "She wants

and, most important, wants her work

evolving from a duchess into

what she herself calls a working mother. paying her own way
in life.” the London tabloid quoted the colleague as saying

Describing Rubenstein as

one of America's top public rela-

tions fixers, the paﬂer said the former Sarah Ferguson. called

Fergie by tabloids,
herself.

"l understand the duchess has

as hired him to sell a new softer image of

told Howard that publicity

about her had reached an all-time low and that she needed
professional guidance on how to make herself more accept-

able to the public both in America and Britain ” it quoted the

colleague as saying,

It said Rubenstein's clients have inchided Mike Tyson,

Donald Trump and his ex-wife Iv

sister LaToya. N

Thé duchess and Andrew are both
ond eldest son of Queen Elizabeth II. They separated in

March 1992.

Last month in Oklahoma City. the
check for dirs 150.000 on behalf of her charity Chances for
Children to the Children's Hospital of
ale a center at the hospital in honor of those killed in last |

vear's bombing.

ana, and Michael Jackson's

aged 36. He is the sec-

duchess presented a |

Oklahoma to help cre-

Gays' gain

CANBERRA, Australia: The in

heritance rights of homosex-

ual partners have been recognised by Australian Capital

Territory probate law. a first
reports AP.
From May

without leaving a valid will,
Hum;lzl_lhrit:s said Monday.
"The

government believes t

1. unmarried partners of either
eligible to share in the estate of his or her

hat any loving

for gay.couples in Australia,

gender will be
partner who dies

ACT Attorney-General Gary

relationship

should be recognised for the purposes of distribution after

death, irrespec
parties.” Humphries said.

tive of the marital status

or sexuality of the

Currently only legally married spouses receive part of the
estate, but not unmarried heterosexual or gay couples. no

matter how long the cou

It was necessary to do

le had lived together,
The territory's Legislative Assembly

Administration and Probate Act to correct the anomaly.

this because there have been cases

has amended the

o

in the Australian Capital Territory of people who had been in
long-term relationships receiving nothing from the esiate
when the partner died,” Humphries said

before,

This 13 March photo released on Thursday

by NASA
shows the 1.5 million degree Celsius gas in the sun's thin,
outer atmosphere (corona). The photo, taken by the
Extreme Uliraviolet Imaging Telescope onboard the Solar
and Heliospheric Observatory (SOHO) spacecraft. can see
more subtle and detailed magnetic features than ever

- AFP/UNB photo



