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India Goes to Polls

Who w!_]_l___ Form the GOvernment?.____

A compromise is not the consensus. It often leads to an i:wﬂjlesi-ve, weak, gnuenmle_nt. Ministers may not
also be sparklingly clean. Temptations to go from one flock m::nnthern_fegoirgtabemnz.
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Happy Days Again for Rent-a-Crowd Mob

, ticipate in rallies in ord
The campaign for seats in India's 11th post-independence parliament had E:arpr?:ﬂiittlhrén:afr;; t'ﬁe“ciﬁi

been unusually sedate, following the iniposition of tight restrictions on  authorities who want to re-
election expenditure. But there have been some big rallies, and that, means = S€'{€ them outside Delhi.
work for the professional crowd.

initiate an operation, he tells
the local he

OTH Congress and the
BJP are making out as if

- BETWEEN THE LINES

But his plus point {s that if
at all anyone is acceptable to

Congress, he is the one. He:

A J Singh writes from New Delhi

politicians who

has been hel inE. and they in-
lervene to halt the

evacuation.
People are not the only

the contest is between :
the two. Each one claims that may, in fact, be a harbinger of Th t f ‘t cost. Posters have to be patd
it will secure a majority on its an alliance. which may bring e COS 0 a VO e lor, together with bannI::rl.

own and form the government.

old and new Congress men

iransport, tents., sound sys-

But both of them are in for a KUIdip Nﬂ)’ar writes trﬂm NBW DB""' % on one platform. This may one m tems and the rest of the para-
surprise. No doubt they are the - day become a real Congress Poeters: Re 1.50 each Handbllls: Rs 200-250 per 1,000 yhernalia. In Bihar, parrots
two main political parties. garty. 4 bit left of the centre, a iave been trained o squawk,
Still. both of them. even put change. Then a non-BJFP grand SETrIouUs economic programme. it of the days gone by. Graffiti: Rﬂ""Pﬂ'ﬁqﬂr Tran Re 600 for a bus Vote for Laloo’. in support of
together, will not cross 300 in  coalition is possible. In 1990, when VP Singh's Whichever scenario the par- Ba : Ra BO-150 h within Delhi; Re 750 outside C hief Minister Laloo Prasad
the 543-member Lok Sabha. The future of, Rao or. for government was floundering, ties prefer, the political scene nneve: ' cac Yadav. The whole affair is be-
Regional and small parties that matter, of Congress is, In Lthere was an attempt to har- will uncertain. But it does 3 I-Ip-njln’ rent: Pﬂlﬁﬂ Re 20-50 per person, coming so. commercialised
look like geiting 120 odd [fact, dependent on the states ness Basu as ag the head of a  not mean that a mid-terin poll Rs 2.000-5.000 R that in Calcutta, poet Subhas
seats and they will be in the — Andhra Pradesh and Tamil national government . The late is round the corner. It means ORC Dais: Re 1,500 Mukhopadhyay says: "In future.
driving seat. Their natural - Nadu. If Congress captures 30  Rajiv Gandhi was for it and so  thal the government in power Plastic flage: T Bs 5 we may witness buying and
affinity — a few of them are out of 42 seats in Andhra  was VP Basu was then in Lon-  will need to touch many points 20 |'1 ente: 000 selling of wall space for the
still members of the National Pradesh, Rao's home state — don. | was at that time India's at the same time and placate P'i“ eac Sound system: Re 1,000 writing of political slogans.”
Front — is with the combina- this was the party's tally in the high commissioner to the UK.  several elements. The many Announcemente: Rs 250 a ) Costs can come down con-
tion of Janata Dal apd the last Lok Shaba — Rao. more | was asked to sound him. His feathers aredgning to be ruffled hi - : FMM Rs 5 each siderably if the rally is being
communists. which may ob- than Congress, will be en- reply was that he would ot too soon and it will demand a day for hiring an autorickshaw organised by the parly or
tain around 130. A non- trenched. It all depends on like to be prime minister until- lot of give and take. A com- m Chaire: Rs 4 each politician in power, because
Congress, non-BJP govern- numbers. whether Rao can his own party had a majority promise is not the consensus. Ll transporters will not sub-

nit their bill. They will claim

ment is on the cards. Some  steal enough voles from Telegu N Lok Sabha. Naturally, the It olten leads to an incohesive,

members, elected on the e T : " ; , , — b Ltheir reward when they next

Con ticket, may go to the s HY'AM Lal is a imuach the job, rent-a-crowd individ- a day. So being part of a rally need a political favour — ob-

side of such an alternative. sought-alter man these uals usually receive a mid-day crowd is easy money- laining a permit or getting

once they sniff power. _days, The reason: he “food packet” — sometimes ‘Why should [ bother what clearance for a wvehicle im-
There are three post-elec- supplies crqwds — gny size —  two or three — and perhaps they are talking about?” asks pounded by police.

tion scenarios. One. Congress lor politicians. the promise of local liquor at Man Mohan, who usually I[I Indian political rallies

and the BJP form a coalition.

"With election fever pgrip-

the end of the day.

sgends his days pulling a rick-
sha

were ever held to demonstirate

Numberwise. the two will have | e G T - ping politicians.™ says the A politician may employ 10- w. "For me, it is the food the democratic expression,
the strength to constitute the Delhi slum-dweller. “happy 15 rally agents for a single and liquor I get for attending - that day has long passed. They
government. But this possibil- days were here again. rally, each bringing in 2.0 rallies that matters.” are now simply a show of
ity is hard to i e Potitics He provided men and people from different parts of He adds: "No other way can  strength for whoever is on the

make strange bed-follows. Yet,
certain situations are ond
the realm of even probability.
"If Chandrasekhar and Ge-
orge Fernandes, the life-lon
socialists, can join hands wit
communal forces like BJP, why
not Comngress
Narasimha Rao?" This remark
by a top Congress leader the
other day makes me think that
Indian politics has reached a
stage where anything is possi-
ble. He went on to admit that

president .

Rt

....

women to all parties compet-
ing in the parliamentary elec-
tions which began on 27 April.
His going rate was 1.500 ru-
pees for 50 people Transport
is extra.

"Why not make a killing
when they (the polfticians] are
in great need of us?” he says.

He admits that elections are
the only time he can earn
imoney without doing physical
labour — "a sort of paid holiday,
like government oificials get.~

the city.

The result is that each rally
agent's party heads for the
venue in buses and lorries,
carrying flags and shoutin
slogans as they pass thrnugﬁ
bazaars and streets, maximis-
ing the noise and razzmatazz.

Most pof the hired hands are
casual labourers wha live In
slums. In their usual jobs —
pushing loaded carts, working
on construction sites or as
porters at bus stops and rail-

you get so many things just for
sitting.” -

Another occasional flag-wa-
ver. Ram Singh, from Bihar
state. says that working in a
gruelling job is hardly enough
o buy even one square meal a
day. But when he is paid to at-
tend rallies, the whole family
receives a meal: "Where else
can we get s0o much for doing
nothing?"

A few agents are not after
money. Bal Singh Gujjar of

dais.

Atish Nandy. a professor at
the Centre for the Study of De-
vtlﬂpinF Societies, says that
political rallies exert no influ-
ence on the electorate. "They
are merely expressions of fi-
nancial power of one politician
vis a vis another.”

Delhi School of Economics
sociologist Dr Veen Vass
agrees, and dismisses rallies as
a sham. — GEMINI NEWS

A J S5INGH is a freelance

there were many supporters of = he adds with a smile. ways stations — they are un-  Sultanpuri colony in Delhi says  journalist based in northern
BJP in Congress. e & Apart from the daily rate for likely to earn more than Rs 30 he mobilises slum-dwellers to India
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spokesman V M Gadgil's re-

voters have started to ask.

weak, government. Ministers -

seats. though, as former film

mark is significant. Asked Desam, which is hopelessly Pproposal lell. = , : . .
what would happen if Congress divided between chief minis- Yet. there is no person may not also be sparklingly Indian politicians are seeking their fortunes in the stars in the election that ;tar aandhﬂﬁf;lﬁiﬁf?ﬁr %ﬂn‘}fﬂ
wh:E to dhidcmunﬂ;a;uchc;f join- %Chmﬁ;m:d?du#ﬁam ;:ml;;: suitabl= th;n l?i:fsu to CI'EE_irﬂ. . has approached. Whilé soine ue consulting astrologers, others have Sf_f‘iﬁn t?“, phmmmmdn e Aok
hands wi ; said, . Rama Rao's e, shmi ead a coalition. C min- - Temptations (o go [rom g AP : : - = O :
he for ave would Botjen i,  Parvatli tifer. e hie Boprm lading oné Nockdo-ancibes-Ate soing encouraged film actors and Hl.hfs'ﬁl s 10 stand — to reap the benefit of famous restricted to India. SR
That w?u one wdy of saying that ‘The ataryﬂin Tamil Nadu is  [ront ;Jffial parties in West to be many. Both domestic images untainted by a big corruption scandal. __ astrologyv — continues to ex-
SOMeE O h.ilm m]gl'lt Hilghtl}' di erent. E?En ” Bfngﬂ or more thﬂn two g and fm‘tiﬂn Capital mﬂ_\r come '“.m*.- A I New [}Clhi
Can the BJP makeé on its Congress does badly — it won  decades. It will be hard to per-  to enjoy r. which is not  Ranjita Biswas writes from Calcutta and Rahul Bedi from New Delhi  Sione. an ectimated 100 lead-
own? It cannot because its 26 out of 39 seats ttime —  suade him. although he does good lor the health of ar;{v gov- . ing aétmlng:rs are patronised
Elreacnc:' is felt largely in the %ﬂ may not suffer ally. not reject straightaway such a ernment or country. Maybe, SKED who he would acted as a heroine in many  eral politiclans and civil ser- by politicians eager for advice
indi heartland |, inCIUdlng | = ﬂttnr}' of oopanar Prﬂpﬂﬁi“ﬂ'ﬂ. His observation — the nahﬂn has to go thmugh vote for. the middle- films. After her mentor's vants are bcing lnwatigatcd b-y on when it is est to hﬂld
Maharashtra and Gujarat. The Congress — very much on what can one persgn do?”—  such a phase to emerge strong. aged man replied death. she inherited his man- police following discovery of meetings or travel.

total number of Lok Sabha
seats ol these states is 305.
The BJP won only 126 in last
election. State elections in
1993, after demolition of
Babri Masjid. dipped its sup-

rt still further. The part

cards — may not be considered
Rao's loss as the two are in
constant touch- with each
other. Sometimes | suspect
that the parting of ways was
meant to have the best of both
worlds. [ anybody can re-instal

does not slam the door.

if Basu does not agree.
there will be efforts to draft VP
Singh. His health does not
permit him to take up the
enormous responsibilities of
prime miriistership. But given

Even malleable material be-:
comes stee]l after remaining
in a red hot fumace.

One redeeming factor is
that volers are more Consciols
of a politicians misdoings
than before Thgv are not that

n

without hesitating: "Jayalalitha
of course.”
Why? -
“Why? Because she's our
amma [(mother]. And remem-
ber how great an actress she
was?”

tie.

She is an extraordinarily
dominant and domineering
figure, but she is far from alone
in making the transition from
screen to debating chamber.

And although Bollywood —

their names in a businessman's
notebook alongside sums of
money which they were al-
legedly paid for acting as mid-
dle-men.

Socialist Party veteran and
f[ormer central government

India's first Prime Minister.

Jawaharlal Nehru, ridiculed as-

trologers, but his successors,
including his daughter Indira
Gandhi and her son Hajiv, and
the current incumbent,
Narasimha Rao, have been

ost UP. Madhya Pradesh an Rao as prime minister, he is a competent deput rime  gullible now the other Enormous cut-outs of Jay- India's Bombay-based Holly- Education Minister Sadanand ir most wylin

Himachal Pradesh and suryived Moopanar. Kerala's former minister like He tfc hc F:night hand. a process of discon- alalilha make it clear wh}:: wood, the wnrlﬁ's biggest ﬁf'm Yerde says. "The sordid hawala 3{11::?1?; o ¥ 4
by a wafer in an. The Minister K Karunakaran be bhrought round. VP's advan certiment has begun after the dominates politics In Tamil production centre — has lost scandal was the last straw. In Even T N Seshan, the
gain in Maharashtra was pla the same role last time.  tage is Lthat he, like Basu, is a hawala scandal and the Nadu. Known for her ruthless- ound to video and television. such a scenario. parties are  highly-principled Chief Elec-
through the Shiv Sena, more e third scenario is that converging point for many re-  Supreme Court s rulings. This ness. the head of the regional Im stars continue to be clulching at any available role tion Commissioner, always
fundamentalistic in its posture. Janata Dal, the communists onal and smaller parties. Bi- may awaken people to their sought as candidates by parties model in an attempt to benefit consults the stars. When he

AIADMK party is sud:\ﬂpulnr
in

‘ The second scenario Is that and regional parties and a few ar chief minister Laloo Yadav  responsibility to bring in to that even Prime ister competing in the forthcoming from their aura.” . left his job as Cabinet Secre-.
t.nngreap+ Janata Dal. the others form the ment and former UP chief minister politics such people as are not Narasimha Rao has made a po- parliamentary polls. Deepika Chikhalia, for ex- tary he timed the handover to
communists and regional par- This is possible. But it will re- Mulayam Singh. the two aspt cast in the familiar moulds. litical alliance with her in the Despite the growth of alter- ample. was put up by the the second. in keeping with
ties — all of them come to- quire yﬁu of too many dis rants. may drive each other out This election will be far state, much to the displeasure native sources of entertain- Hindu nationalist Bharati}ra astrological advice. but the
gether to form government. It parate elements. The struc- different and far meaningful. It of many colleagues in his rul- ment. Bollywood's colourful, Janata Party in Gujarat. to cash momenl! selected as most aus-
is plausible. Janaia leader Ra- ture will be rickety, raising If Basu and VP insist on will reap a different kind of ing Congress Party romantic, melodramatic. vio- in on her role as Sita. the picious diflered from the time
makrishna Hegde ' suggesied lire alarms all the time staying oul. the dark horse harvest A new India may take One unhappy dissident. G K lent, tear-jerking Hindi-lan- “ideal Indian woman', in the chosen [or has successor. a
this long ago. However. he However. the birth and the may be Hegde His drawback is  shape Moopanar has split off to form guage films still draw millions popular Ramayana television diehard numerologist. '

favoured Narasimha Rao to

sustenance of such a combina

that he is seen as Rao s Trojan

I is a fﬂly that some,
who should help in accelerat-

his own party and two senior

of viewers. The screen heroes

serial.

A lengthy debate followed,

head such a coalition. This may  tion depends upon the person  Horse In the combination of ing the process. are losing central government ministers and heroines are larger than Other parties have used the leading to a compromise

neither I:;tt acctptabl:: to th{; ;Ehn :‘n hlllln hrm‘.li it \}F’rn*lj -lanutaM[)aI and the commu heart have resigned. life. and fans often seem un- same tactic. Renuka Choud- — GEMINI NEWS
communists nor to mos nga el minister Jyo nists. Many among them sus It is a long haul, full of dan- Jayalalitha's political sup- able to separate the perfortn- hury. a member of the Rajya RANJITA BISWAS (s a se-
Janata Dal members. They may Basu is an obvious choice Bul wol that Hegde may bring gers and anxiety. Bul the road rt flows from her film-star ers from their roles. Sabha (Upper house). says: nior sub-editor with “"The

be persuaded (o support

Congress, but not Rao. Were he
to step down from Congress
leadership. the attitude of such
parties as shun congress would

his y. the CPM. may not
agree to it. One. it will find i
hard to k the different
groups in tan . Two., It may
not be able to implement any

ack Rao through the back

oor. Janata chief Laloo Yaday

is tead against Hegde and the
conmmunists are not too en-
I husiastic

to any worthwhile destination
is paved with the stones of
commitment and grit, The in-
telligentsia cannot afford to
withdraw at this time.

“harisina Belore she entered
politics at the behest of her
mentor, M G Ramachandran,
another film idol with a huge
f[ollowing in the state. she

Film-star candidates have
become even more sought
after because of the hawala
corruption scandal that has
tainted politics recently, Sev-

Che Latly Star Entertainment Guide

"Film stars are misused by po-
litical parties, but they don't
mind because the spin-offs are
good. "

It may seem ridiculous that

Telegraph.” Calcutta. RAHUL
BEDI is a freelance journalist
and correspondent for Lon-
don's "Daily Telegraph” and
“Jane's Defence Weekly."
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