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Nomination Seeking

With all major parties inviting prospective can-
didates to seck party nomination, the lon

awaited free andfair election appears to be finally
at hand.

While the election spirit is certainly welcome,
we are forced to express our concern about the
scramble for 'winners' that all majer parties are |
now involved in. Leaders of both BNP and AL are
on record to have said that they will nominate
only those people who have a good chance of
winning from their respective constituencies.
The argument is that loyalty to the Jlarty and to
ideals are tine, but at the end of the day the party
‘must win. In a candid moment Begum Zia com-
mented a few days back that her party must win
because it is only behind winners that people
flock. Sheikh Hgsina was reported to have
warned her party colleagues not to expect nomi-
nation just because they have been party loyalists
through thick and thin. What the party needs are
winners,

This all out drive to bring prospective winners
into the party fold may lead to welcoming people
with dubious background over the head of leaders
of character. integrity and conviction. Take for
example the welrﬂmin% of the Thief of Baghdad
or ‘Street sweeper of Ershad’ into the BNP fold.
This shattered the morale of a large section of
BNP loyalists for whom people such as these are
the worst examples of corrupt and opportunistic
politicians. It is our view that taking in such peo-
ple harms political party of any standing, leave
alone one of BNP's. Similar open door policy may
bring in people whose company AL would far
better oft avolding.

The reason we are concerned about this trend
is because we are witnessing a wholesale re-cy-
cling' of politicians many of whom are shifting
loyalties tor the 4th, 5th, or God knows how
many times. Spirit to win is good, but not by sac-
rificing principles and good and deserving people
from one's own fold. Such open doo:’ policy also
increases the influences of ]]:Euplrz* with money
and muscle power, because they also can deliver
victory — of sorts. Do we want such 'victors? Is
that what free and fair election will ultimately
give us? 5o, big parties, watch your steps. We, the

‘Strange Facts

Very strange facts are coming to light from
Khulna. A girl student of the Khulna University

was molested inside the campus by known local

mastans way back in October 1994. The
University authority mainly in the person of the
Vice-Chancellor, on receipt of the complaint and
a request for action allegedly asked the father of
the victim not to make a splash over the incident
and promised to act himself. When nothing fol-
lowed for nine months, the general students of
the university gave the mastans a chase and
catching three of them, handed them over to po-
lice. The university authority did not like it and
served show-cause notices on 16 students it
thought to be behind the student resistance. The
authority topped this incredible action by ex-
pelling 13 of those students from the university
for varying periods. Imagine who tops the list of
the punished students! The girl who was mo-
lested. Yes, the VC has kept the word he is said
to have given the father of the girl. He has acted.

We do not say that the bizarre action and its
antecedent developments had any communal an-
le as such the doubly victimised girl being a
rahmin' — but there is no escaping the fact that
denominations other than Muslim will not be
heartened by such gross display of injustice, and
also that the wrong doers had an easy day over
their prey's being a non-Muslim.

Read this along with a Rangpur kidnap where
there is still no trace of Sandhya Rani of
Pirgachha after a gang of six known miscreants
had carried her away breaking into her brother's
residence a month ago. The gang is moving about
freely and threatening her rntﬁjers with wiping
their whole family off if cases against them were
not withdrawn. Because of the strange inaction of
police, the claims of the criminals about minori-
ties being violable at will would appear to stick
specially to those at the wrong end of the rub.

The crimes must be stopped and only then
their communal underpinnings — very dangerous
to the society — would also disappear.

Press Freedom D%y

Thanks to Unesco, we now have a World Press
Freedom day, observed internationally on 3 Ma
every vear. Bangladesh marked the occasion wi
a function of sorts at the Press Club yesterday. It
is our view that the need und importance of press
freedom as an integral part of democracy is not
fully understood by both our leaders and the gen-
eral people. The reason for it is our failure to

emonstrate to the public the need for it. The
press in Bangladesh today enjoys far more free-
dom than it did in the past. Yet a lot of fetters
still remain. The government policy on adver-
tisement and newsprint quota, VAT on imported
newsprint, arresting eéllitﬂrs for their political
views — all hamper the growth of a free press.

But a case can also be made that the press so
far has not been able to give a very matured ac-
count of the use of the extent of freedom that it
now enjoys. In the absence of an acceptable and
credible media watch body, there is a free for all
attitude in certain section of the print media.
There is no question that often politics overtakes
our objectivity and the difference between
reporting and editorialising — a difference which
is a fundamental aspect of our professional ethics
.— 18 blurred. We often seem to forget that what
we sell are "newspapers" and not "views papers",
that a reader pays Tk 5 first and foremost to get
news of the day. Of course every paper must have
an editorial position, and put forward multiplicity
of views in Ms post-editorial section. But under no
circumstances can the vital difference between
commenting and repﬂrtjnlg be given a secondary
position. Because some of us play down this fun-
damental requirement of guog journalism, many

ple feel that' we take advantage of pur press
reedom and peddle our own political line instead
of looking after the interest of the public at large.
We think it is for this vital failure of ours that ﬁe
notion of press freedom, while being accepted by
all, is not so forcefully pushed forward as it needsy
| to be. We must put our own house in order before

we can expect the type of public support for

plreas freedom that we see in matured democra-
cies.
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ones Out of many experi-
ments with adfustments and
reforins made so far. few suc-
cess stories are found on
record. On the other hand, a
number of f[rustrating experi-
enices tend to put the whole
adjustment process into seri-
ous question and indictment
Resurgence of growth oc
curred in some countries pari
passu adjustuments but disap.
pointing performance in many
raised annoying questions
about the virtues of the whole
adjustment and reform pro
grammes The perennial ques-
tion is: why some performed
well while others performed
worse despite having faced
identical circumstances and
similar constraints? |srat
Hussain of the World Bank at-
tempted to succinctly present
some of the factors adducible
to good or bad performance
The researcher . thought it
foolhardy to draw ‘any
grandiose generalization but
nevertheless posited to g:lvc

that

few answers Given
Bangladesh is also one of those
wearing adjustment and

reformn’ caps. the experiences

W

mood alter

ITH the national elec
tion looming up in
mid June, voters
two years ol
exhausting experiences ol
chaos amf clashes. violence
and orgy of destruction still
seems to be quite irritable and
difficult to fathom. Some of the
olitical parties, pointing a
inger to suspected biasness of
the caretaker government are
seemingly in a bid to create
confusion about the polls pro-
cess. As it turns out, national
reconciliation that permeated

through the formation ol a
caretaker governmenl, is
rather fading fast. But this

could mean a dangerous symp-
tom and may spell disaster
that the country has somehow
averted The caretaker pgov-
ernment installed through
consensus comprising per-
sons of eminence and with
reputation of integrity has
supposedly been working re-
lentlessly towards crcaunF a
climate favourable for [fair
election. Transfer. of officidls
from one district to another
which has hardly to do any-
thing in influen *the polls
verdict in favour ol any of the
contending parties is bein
questioned and has sparktg

criticism from some of the po-e

litical parties. An ex-Chief Jus-
tice of the Supreme Court and
lemperamentally sober and
mild-mannered with a reputa-
tion of honesty throughout his
life, Chief Adviser Habibur
Rahman might often feel de-
jected. at such postures. in his
move 1o cleanse the debris
accumulated over the years.

ns and transitional costs ”
uch a consensus is believed
to have positive correlation
with successful outcomes
"Any amount of outside Inter-
ferences. coercing or coaxing
by foreign donors and interna-
tional financial institutions will
not help in the absence of in-
ternal consensus.” As far as
Bangladesh is concerned. the
lcdguntmcnt programmes and
reforms, allegedly, have been
imposed by aid conditionall
ties. Successive goyernments
made little attempt to popular-
ize the virtues of the pro
grammes and build up consen
sus on these vital issues. in the
name of “state secrecy’, the
adjustment and reform agenda
have never been placed in the
rliament for discussion or
or public debate Thus, people
al large felt alienated from.
but not aligned with. the re-
forms “This half-hearted and
I::iphazard implementation of
orms without having arrived
at a broad internal consensus
is not likely to create any posi-

tive durable effects Adjust
ment programmes should be
OwWrne ¥y the adopting

in mid-termm This constitutes
an important impediment to
the success by tarnishin
credibility and contimuity o

erations over economic imper -

attves
Again,

well implemented

adjustment polices may be a

We sir

licies
alf a reform is better than no

y feel that

reform If the patient needs a
heart surgery. it is better that
all is done at once and at one
stroke. Delays and- discontinu-
g? would only add to the pains

the patient

Macro economic stability
came out as one of the keys to
successful cases To attract in-
vestments and revive growth
nothing seems to succeed like
undervalued exchange rate,
low inflation and low budget
deficits. Another important
eclement of success is to raise
the savings rate Bangladesh

necessary but not sufficient
condition for accelerating

rowth in the economy “The

| and efficiency of invest-
ment and changes in institu-
tions and administrative capac-
ity should improve substan-
tially either accompanying or
closely following the polic
rhanges " As far as ldez
s concerned institutional and
administrative changes are
shelved for a distinet future
thus causing investment to shy

Export promotion has been
givenn sufficient attention in
countries that succeeded with

taken to encourage export ori-

ented industries. Substantial

departure has also been made

from the im
strategy of

substitution

leged to be anti-export

Besides, experters face insur-
mourntable disadvantages with
respect to power. telecommu-

nication or other infrastruc-
tural facilities with cost reduc-

ing devices, so much so that
their

they tend to lese

mrmiﬂvr edge

success stories also tell
the environment for

us that

rivate-sector deve i is

ter than those umm“ ul

cases where “preferential
treatment for parastatals.

labour market rigidities. regu-

R e

and the hostile at-
titude the government to-
fi-

wards private maximiza
tion have neot lmgd
cantly The credibility con-

;rglultr of makro economic
icies are seriously ques-
tioned and therefore do not
provide much comfort to

pros investors™ In the
context of Bangladesh. privati-

Caretaker Government — Uphill Task

a spirit of

accommodation, Mtﬂ_ﬂdrupmtfmh other's views and fostering development of the country.

Some political parties out of
desperation even now talk
about boycotting election on
the flimsiest pretext. Recalling
the consequences ol such boy
cott in national elections el
ther at home or abroad. it will
be evident that such moves
did never answer the problems
nor did it improve human
rights situation. Rather. the
parties boycotting are often
denied the opportunity to form
a network across the country
tlo speak out against the wors-
ening economic situation,
escalating crisis and deepen-
ing frustrations. What is most
important is whether we can
get the people organised be-
cause in the end what we need
is organisation to fight the au-
thoritarian rules that breed
corruplion and malfeasance
Elections are the fastest way of
organising people and root out
such evil manoeuvres.

In a national election, it is
not always likely that one par-
ticular party will come up with
total mandate. Undeniably
true. there are some popular
people in all the parties and
volers have always fancy for
people than policies. Weaker
parties belonging to opposi-
tion block in such cases can
team up with the reform-
minded people in the parlia-
ment to change some atrocious

policies and authoritanan dic
tates and can Interfere with
the decree making powers of
the President 1hat eventually
short circuil the |egislature
Election victory in our coun
try evern if the election is fair
somelimes, gives rise to ha
tred and bad blood that only
speak of a lack of democratic
culture EunmraFlngly. in
many countries ol the world,
election victory did not spark
such clash and violence In
France 1in |988 ‘election,
Chirac conceded minutes
after the dimension of his set-
back had been made public
Subdued but smiling he went
on national television to say
‘In a democracy it I1s the peo-
le who are masters and |

w to their choice | wish
France and the French good
lyck.” People want that we
could foster a demeocratie cul-
ture in that way As situation
exists lﬂd&ﬁ. it will not be
healthy to have this country
overned by just one party.
oderates now claim that
there should be other political
families taking part in gov-
ernment allowing a spirit of
accommodation. tolerance and
respect fof each other's views
and fostering development of
the country.

Even if the election ends up
with no serious skirmishes,

and one of the contending po

Ntical parties is installed in the
seal of power that hardly sig
nals an end ol sorrows and
hardship of the ople. The
stubborn country that managed
to defeat the gilitary might of
Pakistan and then hold other

extremist forces at bay and
now waging a war against
hunger and unemployment ap-
pears to be losing the battle to
internal crises and primartly
lo economic mismanagement

The economy virtually (s in
dire straits Newspaper re-
ports have 1t that only the
garments sector has sustained
a loss of Tk. 7000 crores dur-
ing the last two years, jute and
textile sectors present no bet-
ter ma?cct. rowth remains
low all measures available.
Inflation can hardly be tamed
and ts likely to mount up fur-
ther because of the funny
money to be funneled on the
eve ol election for wooing the
Volers.

The country's mounting
problem of violence and crime

se a sefious threat to peace-
ul election prospect. It is im-
possible to hold a free and fair
election without total recovery
of illegal arms from different
parts of the country which ne-
cessitates complete neutrality
of the law enforcing agencies,
and co-operation of the politi-
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cal parues On the other hand,
unless field level officials who
would be entrusted with the
polls process act with com-
plete neutrality and honesty,
the whole exercise will
fall in a flasco None should
knowledgeably invite such
prospect lor the country
In the country's most no-
liceable and genuine election
fever looming up after such a
long hussle and tussle people
warnt to see a fair election f?tt
from the caprices of gun-tot-
ing goons of any political par-
ties. The effectiveness or suc-
cess of arms recovery cam-
paign has been far below peo-
ple’'s expectation. Shots are
still being exchanged between
the contending factions in the
campuses and elsewhere but,
unfortunately, law enforcement
personnel fail to reppver these
arms CEC has expressed his
dismay over the arms-recovery
rocess while the people's
eelings are also not anything
better. As things turn out, the
-best thing that the adminis-
tration could do was to take a
device like GQeiger-muller
Counter over the campuses
and suspected areas as is usu-
ally done for de radioac-
tive | e and contamination
beyond human sight. Law en-
forcement personnel imbued
with the zeal and mission to

i
—
=

T
==
———
===

IImﬂforpub&:atiouin‘Mcdumdebt-

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed' -
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cutt.|
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must 'bear ghe writer's real name, signature and

Sir. The non-cooperation
was observed in the spirit of a
movement all over the count
and it brought the muc
sought-after caretaker gov-
ernment in to reality. But it
has also caused tremendous
imbalance in the economic in-
frastructure of Bangladesh.
During the non-cooperation
movement, the price of food
stuff became sky high due
mainly to lack of transport fa-
cilities.

It is believed that after the
tempest, calm prevails. But in
our case, the non-cooperation
movement is over, yet still the
price of necessary commodi-
ties has not come down to the
original level. What would hap-

en to those whose- income

as not increased with the in-
crease in the case of food
stuff? If such trend continues,
| apprehend to the grave con-
cern of the whole nation, the
country would be a place of
only for a fortunate few and
that also for a while. So please
arrest the trend now.

‘Md Ramzan Ali
B/4-402, Eastern Point
Shantinagar, Dhaka.

Water shortage:
Pump with WASA

su line .
Sir, Dhaka WASA has been
advertising on TV, Radio and
in newspapers etc, for eco-
nomic use of water and at the
same time, cautioning the con-
sumers not to construct vcxz

big under-ground water tan
to reserve huge quantity of wa-
ter. Of course, there is no
mention what should be the
ideal capacity under-ground
water tank. If the consumption
ay is
taken as 45 IG, to d,
the reserve tank should be of

- 90 IG, keeping a permanent

e

reserve of 45 IG to meet any
abnormal situation fire acci-
dent etc.

There are people who are
drawing water by fixing pump
with WASA line directly, caus-
ing extra-ordinary problem to
others of the area. ‘Fhis is un-
lawful. But necessity knows no
law, as in Dhaka city there is
no other alternative arrange-
ment for the water consumers.
Of course. the rational use 6éf
available water, sharing with all
consumers of the area may
minimise the acute shortage to
some extent. _

The Dhaka WASA has been
spending lot of money for ad-
vertisement without any tangi-
ble result. 1 think not a single
consumer has abounded using
pump with WASA line. They

e to be lawfully fosced. And

r this the WASA needs to
check each and every con-
sumer's line from time to
time, by combing operation. |
hope the Dhaka WASA will do
the same soon, not to antago-
nise consumers, rather to
please more of them.

M S Hagqg
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.,

Martyr Dudayev of
Chechnya
Sir, Dudayev has been killed
in Russian rocket attack. Long
live Chechen freedom fighter
Dudayev.
"Chechnya is a part and

cel of Russia and no terri-
ory has the right to secede,

"sald Russian President Boris

Yeltsin. We wonder how
Estonia. Latvia and Lithunia se-
ceded from former Soviet
Union and how the fogmer
Soviet Union itself splitted
into fifteen separate indepen-
dent and sovereign countries?

And how the formep
Yugoslavia broke into six
pieces, how former Pakistan
was divided into two and how
former Czechoslovakia was
made into two separate states?

There is no trace, no

_ tion of these b

e

;"

record, no document available
in Russian history that
Chechnya is a Russian terri-
tory. The fact is that in the
18th and 19th centuries when
the British Imperial forces
were colonising the Indian
subcontinent. the Russian
Czar's hordes were invading
and annexing Muslim territo-
ries in the Central Asia and
Caucasus regions one after an-
other. g

The martyrdom of Dudayev
will not stop the struggle of
the Chechens for their inde-

ndence. Indeed the world
istory has recorded yet an-
other tragedy in its pages. The
freedom struggle of the people
of Chechnya would go on with
renewed valour and infusion of
rnew blood till the indepen-
dence of Chechnya is achieved.

We in Bangladesh who have
achieved our independence
through a sea of blood and
tears, pay our highest respect
to Shahid Dudayev. We pray to
God that may his soul rest in
peace and the people of
Chechnya may Eav: the
courage to bear the great loss.

We also call upon the world
conscience, the freedom
lovers and the human rights
activists all over the world to
stand by the side of the inno-
cent people of Chechnya.

-
O H Kabir

6, Hare Street
Wari, Dhakea-1203

Polythene menace |

'

- S5ir, Polythene bags and
other waste have become a se-
rious threat to the people who
are living in cities and towns.
Now, gradually this menace is
affecting the village peeple.
These bags have blocked the
drains of the towns and there
is hardly any open field with-
out polythene bags. strewn
over there. :

in the past, the government
was about to stop the produc-
s. but only be-
cause a number of people
would have lost employment, it
did not take any action to stop
its production.
ow, if the govermment do
not stop its production, it
should at least take some steps
to improve the ecology situa-
tion. There is nothing llke
polythene that is polluting our
environment. ;
I think government should
observe a werk-long pro-
gramme to collect the bags

from every nook and corner of
the towns and cities. If we ig-
nore this polythene menace.
then a time will come when
polythene bags will cover all
the drains, pipes and open
fields of the cuunuﬁ.

So clearing off these bags is
of utmost importance for a
healthy life in the country. I
request the authority con-
cerned to take immediate
steps in this regard.

DAK X
136/ Housing Estate, Sylhet

BIRDEM

Sir, | made an application
to the BIRDEM for tge ost of
Scientific Assistant on the ba-
sis of an advertisement that
was printed in The Daily Star
on the 13th of August '95. Our
viva voce was duly held on the
20th of November '95. But we.
did not receive any result.
Since BIRDEM has a good-will
of sincere and genuine recruit-
ing system, it could have in-
formed mie whatever the re-
sult.

I hope the authority would
take note of the matter and
intimate us, even if it is late
seemingly. -

Md Mobarak Karim
266, Zahurul Haque Hall
Dhaka University.

Fire in Forest
Sir, Your  editorial cap-
tioned "Fire in Forest’ men-

tioned that two square kilome-
tres of deep forest had been

burnt down in the Sundarbans
in a bushfire. But another pa-
per mentioned that the Hrt:
might have been taken place
from the thrown away torch of
the honey collectors. There
couldn't be any bushfire, be-
cause the temperature of
Khulna was not so high on
19th April.

Moreover we have never
heard about any bushfire in any
jungle of Bangladesh. | do not
understand why any big en-
quiry committee has not yet
been constituted to pinpoint
the reason of the fire? Why
wasn’'t any chopper used to fly
over the place? We have our
army aviation team. They could
have helped to reach the place.
No picture has beenn shown on
the BTV. This clearly indicates
poor handling of our important
affairs

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury

153, Lake Circus, Kalabagan
Dhaka

Sir, If there is anything
wrong with portfolio of min-
istry of defence lying with the
President of the country (as
per 13th amendment of the
Constitution), | think it is to be
corrected through legislature
[next elected Parliament}. But
our politicians, perhaps in
their effort to make it an issue
outside the Parliament once
again, are trying to make the
task of the caretaker govern-
ment difficult.

t. But
styll incentive u:hmhmlre al-

But we know that as per
Article 61 of the Constitution,
President is the supreme
commander of our defence
services and whoever may be
holding the charge of the de-

fence ministry. ding the
deployment of army during
national crisis, it is the

President who issues the for-
mal order. Our politicians are
rather tainting the image of
the institution of the head of
the state.

Md Iqgram
Balubari, Dinajpur

Space for public
meeting

Sir, Readers must have no-
ticed and appreciated the edi-
torial “"space for Public
Meeting” in the DS (April 8).
Politicians usually block and
use city roads to entrap es-
trians to listen to their
speeches. For this, they hold
mosl meetings at 3-30pm. a
time, one and half hours away
from the both office paék-up
timings. For the same reasdn,
at prominent traffic intersec-
tions of the public/private
"office para”. venues are cho-
sen. As offices pack-up, most
pEﬂ(E)]E.gEI trap in their
road block. Besides. personal
safety
For instance, no shopkee of
the New Market attends Paltan
meeting

1s another minus point.

s. but all at Paltan area
have to do it [for their own
safety and security).

¢ unorthodox growth of
Dhaka city is another reason,
why public meetings should
not be held inside the city.
The densely populated capital
city, developed the UK,
has the mest unplanned and
uncontrolled distribution of
public/private offices/comm-
ercial complexes/campuses/
dwelling areas/open spaces/
roads etc. Thus in this
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zalion process started since
1975 but till today. allegedly .
not much is said to have heen
achieved. According

ronment for business. trade
and investmeént. The main
elements of such an environ-

ment, needless to mention
., are stability,
continuity of policies, a

oper system eic. i is
Eq:ped Ifg:lt ;hmﬂ holds
te power er the
%Eﬂﬂl] election wulglnm take
tnd issues in due cognizance
a take up necessary steps in
this re.-glrdp

rid the country of the festering
malaise and catastrophe can
work here as the Geiger-
muller Counter. It should be
emphasized that in the event
of the poll being disrupted by
vioclence. the furore may,again
send hundreds and perhaps
thousands of angry people into
the streets. People as such
urge the caretaker govern-
ment to mobilise all forces at
its disposal to ride out the
storm much before it has in-
tensified. The best thing weuld
be to keep the armed forces
on guard at ev centre. Al
the same time Election Com-
mission must consider it a vi-
tal necessity about enlisting
some responsible citizens as
poll-watchers in different ar-
eas of the country.

Historically true, elections
in the country tend to be dom-
inated by personalities holding
cash rather than by policies,
and are often beset with vio-
lenge, fraud and rigging. With-
out contradiction, aeed for
credibility has never been
greater. e are muttering
that after so much hwve and cry
if this s not a clean and honest
election, then democracy it-
self may be in aLaup:rdy- If we
can't decide the important
matters through the ballot,
then inevitably there would be
a tendency to settle them
through the gun. But that is
not the cure and we shouldn't
allow that to happen. People
want and need a credible elec-
tion that will restore people's
faith in democracy. Let us all
make if so.

— e acmae— =

scenario, any

public meeting
held at an

spot in the city
seriously affects the business,
road traffic and all other
related activities of the city.
DS's recommendation, of
using space of Army Museum
and its surrounding, would
have suited better, if in the
vicinity. the foll were not
there. Existence of clumsiest
traffic intersections, Farm Gate
on one side and Mahakhali on

the other (besides MM Avenue
and Bijoy Sarani ones), will
create jam for blocking and di-

verting traffic of various routes.
Very often, the PM's Office,
CSD-Godown, Airport

Terminal, *Tejgaon PS and of-
fices of Dhaka Cantt will face
the public meeting related dif-
ficulties.

So, instead of that, if we
select the space of Bishwa
Ijtema Maidan as the perma-
nent site for all future public
meetings, then we will get a
vast open space at a safe dis-
tance, but not too much away
from main road and Dhaka city.
For more than two decades,
interested followers are gath-
ering there every year. is
Maidan should be further de-
veloped and maintained as a
permanent venue for public
meetings. Sooner it is done,
the better will be for all.

A R Choudhury
House#39, Road#11

‘ Sect#4, Urtara.

Dhaka-1230

Marketing of
sunflower oil

Sir, Press reports regularly
encourage the virtues of sun-
flower oil. The cultivation of
sunflower is also being encour
aged. But there seems no mar-
keting network at the national
level.

The agricultural extension
service in the public sector
may start a promotion cam-
paign, and make the oil avail
able at retail level through

minent outlets.

I have been searching for
sunflower eil in the local shops
for the last five years: the local
product is not available, and
the imported brands are too
expensive. We used this oil
while living abroad. :

Less talk, more action

please

A Husnain
Dihaden




