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8 banks given Tk 800cr to
overcome liquidity crisis

Finance and Plax Ad-
viser Dr Wahiduddin Mahmud
sterday visited the head ol
of the Bangladesh Bank
and held ndlmtln‘ with the
vernor, deputy goverfhors
E::d other high officials, re-
ports BSS. .

The meeting dwelt mainly
?n the total money circulation.
orel exchange reserve and
lnﬂl&\.

The meeting also discussed
the liquidity problem of banks
and the upward trend in the
rate of interest in the call
money mariket.

The meeting was told that
in totality there was no hcl‘u:‘:ici-
ity problem in the banking
sector but over Tk 800 crore
re-discounting facilities were
gli‘ven o eight banks to cover
their temporary hquidity prob-
leins,

The meeting also refuted
the news that appeared in a
section ol the press that the
Bangladesh Bank had with:
drawm the re-discounting fa-
cility. It was mentioned that
the re-discounting facility was
still open antl the facility was
given considering the neces-
sity of the banks.

JP 1nvites
nominations

The Jatiya Party has re-
uested the intending candi-
ates for the coming election

to collect nomination forms
g?-m ;he pﬂn?.; Banan] i office

n 4 pm on May 1, reports
UNB.

Each nomination form will
cost Tk-102 and it should be
submitted along with a bank
draft/pay order of Tk 5.000 to
the same nﬂ'ic;: by Haﬂ 5 a

§ ress release sai es-
ey Y

The interview of the candi-
dates of Rajshahi division will
be held on May 6, of Khulna
and Barisal divisions on May 7,
of Chittagong and Sylhet divi-
sions on May 8 and of Dhaka
on May 9. the release said.

_Earlier JP acting chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
has expressed his satisfaction
that the election schedule was
announced in keeping with the
90-day timeframe for holding

the évolla. :

iving his reaction to the
announcement of the sched-
ule, he however regretted that
JP leaders had not been al-
lowed to meet the party
chairman, former president
HM Ershad, in jail.

Concern over
extension of
envoys' service

tenure

By Staff Correspondent

Sheikh Hasina's political
advisor S A M S Kibria has ex-
pressed his concern over the
re ufmfinugl? of scrﬂg
tenure = tic appoint
diplnmts."pu i

In a statement yesterday
Kibria alleged that the Pre-
sident had given approval to
the extension of the tenure of
Bangladesh High Commissio-
ner to London without the
consent of the Chief Advisor.

"Such action [of the Pre-
sident) reminded us the
receni incident of resignation
of Attorney General Nurullah
and rejection of that resigna-
tion later”, Kibria said.

Kibria also demanded an
explanation how extension of
the service tenure of an envoy
was sible without the ap-
proval of the Chief Advisor.
The incident has affected the
neutral i e of the caretaker
government, he said.

WB report
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enterprises, IMED reports,
macro-economic and project
information, amount of tax ex-
emptions and concessions

provided to J]I’h’ﬂtﬂ and public
sectors and public officials.
and amount of free services
provided to public officials.
The study identified the
“weak and fuzzy” accountability
stretching from parliament to
the class IV employees for in-
ability to enforce financial con-
tracts, stop theft in public en-
terprises or hold officials ac-
countable for their improper

judlge:ment.

__Identifying the weaknesses
of parliamen accountability,
the report said these cropped

up because of the heavy
weighting of power in favour of
the Executive and non-obser-
vance of standard parliamen-
tary norms and procedures.
The study recommended
that the members of parlia-
ment should be provided with
adequate office and research
facilities and parliamentary
3tandingl committees, specially
the Public Accounts Commit-
tee, should be strengthened to
strengthen the parliament.
The WB says lack of ac-
countability coupled with poor
pay for public servants breed
corruption in the administra-
tion.
" The Anti-Corruption Bureau
(ACB]) is too ineffective to fight
corruption, the reports said,
adding that ACB is "publicly
perceived as being vindictive —
as a vehicle for suing per-
sonal and political vendetta.
Even where ACB investigates

iquidity problems of some
nfthehnnk{mmﬂlm
hoped this would be overcome.

Another report adds money
rates in the call market
during the week ending

Wednesday last ranged from

7.00 per cent lo 14 25 per
cent.

During the same week in-
terest rates offered the

bank on certificate of deposits
varied from 6.00 per cent to
9.40 per cent.

The bank rate, however.
remained unchanged at 6 50

r cent. Bangladesh Bank said
vesterday

Fire in Ashugan;
fertiliser factory

BRAHMANBARIA. Apr 27
Some one hundred rooms of
the accounts section build
of Ashuganj Zia Fertiliser
Factory were gutted in a devas-
tallg‘}lg fire today. reports UNB.

tnesses said lire fighters
of the [actory and fliremen
from Brahmanbaria. Bahairab
and Ashuganj fought for four
hours to put out the fire that
broke ou' at about | pm when
the office was closed.
could not save the ac-
counts section building. but
controlled the spread of the
blaze to the adjacent buildings.
fire brigade sources said.

Two firemen — Shafiqul
Islam and Jahangir Hossain —
were injured during their fight
against the flame.

The cause of the fire and
extent of da could not be
ascertained immediately, the
sources said.

- Teachers urge
Chiet Adviser to
ensure safety
during polls

A l4-member delegation ol
the Bangladesh Federation ot
Teachers Association called on
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman at his office
{leh?éerda}' afternoon, reports

The delegation, led by Fed-
eration secretarv general
Principal Kazi Faruque Ahmed,
assured the Chiefl Adviser of
their full cooperation in hold-
ing a free and fair parliamen-
tary election.

They stressed on improve-
ment of law and order situa
tion to ensure peaceful polling
and urged the Chief Adviser to
ensure salcty and security of all
concerned, including teachers,

to be engaged in polling,

The delegation also re-
gquested the Chiel Adviser to
raise the honorarium of the
teachers for election duties
and arrange proper accommo-
dation for them so that they
could rform election duties

ro :

; me}; members of the dele-
ation were: Ali Akbar Khan,
salim Bhuiyan, Mohammad

Toha, Mansurur Rahman,
Marefa Khatun, Abdur Rob Mia.
Mohammad Shahidullah. Azizui
Islam. Reoushan Ara Mannan.
Mafizur Rahman, Muhammad
Matiur Rahman Gazzali, Mo-
hammad Ishaq and G N R Abul
Bashar.

_May Day Wednesday
Biswas' call to
increase output

in mills, factories

By Staff Correspondent

The historic May Day will be
observed m the country as
elsewhere in the world on
Wednesday with a vow to
establish the rights of the
working class and ensure
progress of the industrial
sector.

On May 1. 1886, the work-
ers of Chicago City in America
laid down their lives for realis-
ing their demand for 8-hour
WO day.

On the eve of the day,
President Abdur Rahman Bis-
was, Chief Adviser Justice
Habibur Rahman, Awami Lea-
E.u: Chief Sheikh Hasina and

NP Chairperson Begum

Khaleda Zia issued separate

messages.
The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will hold a discus-

sion meeting at its central of-
g:: here at 4 pm on Wednes-

y
Returning officers

- From Page 1

mmissioner ol Dhaka has been
appointed as the Returning
Officer for the five consti-
tuencies of Dhaka district,
while the DCs of 63 districts
have been appointed the Re-
turning Officers for the rest
285 constituencies under their
districts.

Among the 506 Assistant
Returning Officers are one ad-
ditional district
one additional deputy com-
missioner (general]. one APC
(Revenue), one ADC (LA), 460
TNOs, 10 district election offi-
cers and 32 thana election of-
ficers.

The Returning Officers or
the Assistant urning Offi-
cers will receive
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;utsideﬁr:akkha in sight of

ounl at where th
the night o

On Saturday. the pilgrims,
who came from as many as a
100 countries, performed the
noon and afternoon prayers in
Mina. They then were to spend
the night in the air-comdi-
tioned tents of Mina, in prepa
ration for Hajj's final rite Sun
day — stoning three monu
mermts representing the devil

Later Sunday, they celebrate
the Eid ul-Azha, commemorat
ing Prophet Ibrahim's readi

ness to offer his son's*life 1o
(od .

Tragic end of
a 7-yrold

JESSORE, Apr 27, A minor
I.'xrly was run over and killed by
a bus in Gauhata area ol Jes
sore loday. while relurning
home with his fathier after buy
ing a sacrificial goat lor the
Eid-ul-Arha. reports BSS

Witnesses said Sakkahar, 7,
a student of class one. was
holding the rope ol the goat
which suddenly tried to flee
away. While chasing the goat.

he was crushed under the
wheels ot the bhus
BCL activist
shot dead
in Raozan
From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Apr 27: A
Chhatra League activist was
shot dead this morning at

Kachukaine village under
Raozan thana when supporters
of a rival pelitical partv at-
tacked him, police said,

Emdadul Hoque Kokan, 23,
identified as BCL activist, was
called out from his house at
around 1] am today by some
youths who then opened fire
on him and hurriedly fled
away, police said.

Emdadul died on the spot
and police recovered the body
later.

BCL blamed the activists of
National Democratic Party
[NDPF) for the killing oo NDP
denied the charge

Meanwhile, tensiam rose
high at Raozan after 1lie inci-
dent and police were deployed
to prevent any outbreak of vio-
lence.

Zaker Party to
contest from

300 seats

By Staff Correspondent

Zaker Party will contest the
forthcoming general elections
from all 300 constituencies of
the country.

The decision was taken at
an emergency meeting of the
executive committee of the

riy held yesterday with party
(E,ahainnan Pirzada Mostafa Amir
Faisal in the chair, says a press
release.

The meeting also formed an
11-member "Central Election

Conducting Cell” to monitor
overall election activities of the

party. _
Advocate Abu Bakar Sid-

dique has been appointed as

the Chief Election Agent of the

Addressing the meeting Za-
ker Party Chairman Mostafa
Amir Faisal said that his party
would create such alternative

. pelitical stream which would
not i'i%ht for power only but

struggle to establish rule of

law. '
Eid-ul-Azha
From Page 1
“I wish that the path of
ace embodied in Islam
makes life for us bountiful.”
Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman, in a message
underlined the need for united
efforts for the welfare of the
people, imbued with the spirit
of sacrifice of Eid-ul-Azha,and
for establishing a happy and

pro 1S society. -
Eﬁ_ "“Chajrperson Begum
Khaleda Zia. in her message, '
said the otrasion reminds the
sacred dmﬁ_ f all to try to im-
e lot of the poor peo-

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina called for estab-
Hiié:i}n ﬂtl:uc ] htiqn-ﬁm 80-
ciety, im with the spirit of
Eid-ul-Azha. - - T i

{The main Eid jamaat in the
capital will be held at the
National Eidgah. Besldes, |a-
maats will be held at the Baitul
Mukarram mosque and other
mosques, eidgahs and open
places.

A partial view of Mount Arafat during Hajj yaltu'dn.
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UNCTAD .needs

MIDRAND (South Afriea),
Apr 27 UN Secretary General
Boutros Boutros-Ghali today
mapped out a plan at the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development's
ninth session (UNCTAD. IX)
here to ensure Its survival in
an age of global free trade, re-
ports AFP.

Boutros-Ghali. opening the
iwo-week UNCTAD |IX meet-
ing. said that while the organi-
sation will have to reform fts
operation. it still has a critical
role to play in promoting de-
velopment through trade.

"Like all organisations.
UNCTAD must undergo reform
and keep adapting to the reali-
ties of the world ... but
UNCTAD s basic mission has
not ¢ . he said.

"UNCTAD is certainly the
irreplaceable forum for the
global community. Now more
than ever. it is an essential or-
gan ol the United Nations ac-
tion in the field of trade, de-
velopment, equity and social
justice.”

President Nelson Mandela
earlier delivered the keynote
address to the conference —
the first major UN meeting to
be held in South Africa — at
Gallaghar estate at Midrand.

reform: Ghali

halfway between Johannesburg

and Pretoria.

The central issue at the
conference is its future role
after the World Trade Orga-
nl::u;n [:;TUI took over the
La trade regulation from
UNCTAD. fonnuzp:;ﬂ years ago
at the height of the Cold War

Boutros-Ghali said UNCTAD
enjoyed a complimen rela-
tionship with the WTO and it
"stands ready” Lo assist the In-
ternational community come
to terms with the ton
of trade and a more liberal in-
vestmenl climate.

Dhaka made
UNCTAD

.

vice president

Commerce Secretary and
leader of Bangladesh delega-
tion to the ninth United Na
tions Conference on Trade and
Development (UNCTAD) A H
Mofazzal Karim was elected
one of the vice presidents, ac
cording to a message received
here yesterday. The election
was held on Friday at the se-
nior official level meeting. re-
ports BSS.

Indian elections

From Pa
said. e |

Three people were injured
in a clash between rival fac-
tions at Cuddapah in Andhra
Pradesh and crude bombs
were exploded in at least
three other villages. causing no
casualties, it a -

The election passed off
smoothly in most other areas.
officials said.

‘Polls have been held in a
free and peaceful manner,”
election commissioner GV Kr-
ishnamurthy said. “This is an
historic day in the annals of
our national democracy. The
next parliament will take India
into the 21st century.”

He said fears that turnout
could be low after a lackluster
campaign, remarkable for the
absence of a single campaign
theme. had proved to be un-
founded.

Both Rao's Congress Party
and the main opposition
Bharativa Janata Party (BJP,
Indian People's Party) claimed
they would win a majority de-
spite opinion lls signalling
they would both fall well short
ﬂl'ct{)e requisite 273 seats.

The Hindu-revivalist BJP,
mounting ite most serious bid
yet for national power, claimed

a large voter swing in its
favour.

“It has further strengthened
our expectations of getting a
comliortable majority to be able
to form government at the
centre. said a BJP leader, JP
Mathur,

Kamal urges CA
to prohibit use of
black money in polls

Gano Forum president Dr,
Kamal Hossain called on Chief
Adviser Muhammad Habibur
Rahman at his office yesterday
morning, reports UNB,

During the discussion, Dr
Kamal emphasised the need
for recovering illegal arms and
improving the law and order
situation to ensure a free and
fair election.

The Gano Forum Ileader
urged the Chief Adviser to take
eflective measures to prohibit

the use of black money in the
election.

Dr Kamal said black money
vitiates the election process
and poses a threat to Emldmg
of election in a free. [air and
impartial manner.

Inflow of Rohingya

refugees con

From Monayem Kh

COX'S BAZAR, Apr. 27: The
fresh inflow of Rohingya’
lims into .Bangladesh \from
across the Teknaf border'con-
tinuous unabated.

Witnesses
sources said,

hi from
the country c
river yes _
Du the month &&/March
and A . over 2,600 Rohin-

as entered Bangladesh. The
DR could push only some 300
Rohingyas back to Myanmar,

| the sources claimed.

Some of the Rohingyas re-
edly told the BDR and po-
ice that they enteréd Bang-
ladesh to save their lives from
fresh atrocities on the Muslim
community by th ar
army. The Rohingya Muslim
Wellare Association in Arakan
province of Myanmar has
protested the atroeities, but to
nnmcﬁec} ﬂal was leam;i.
e local people of Teknaf
have become concerned at the
:':E:h inflow of Rohingya

gees.
Some 2.50,000 Rohingyas:

Housewife killed
in Sylhet
From Staff Correspondent

at

SYLHET, Apr 27: A yml.#

Sl ey 0
. 20. Her

was found unut’g'c floor of her

husband's house.

€S

took refage in Bangladesh in
1991 following atrocities on
in Arakan. Of them,
1379 went back home till
1 24 this year since the
atriation begun on Sep-
ember 22, 1992 under the
supervision of the I/NHCR and
33,498 are waiting in 5 camps
in Teknaf for repatriation.

Body recoyered
in N'ganj
From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 27
Police recovered the of a
man aged about 30 from near
the Kumudini playground in

the ay.
. % was identified as

Besides, a young woman al-
legedly committ suicide by
ig herselfl with the ceil-
of room in Kadamtali
under Siddhirganj thana.
Family sources said Nilufar
Yasmin., 20. committed suileide
because family ute.
She was bu without au-

topey.

from the train at Ghorashal
station.
Critically injured Abul

Kashem Be were ad-
mitted to Narsingdi Sadar
Hospital while J r. Farid

and Abdul Hye at a Ghorashal
clinic.

Railwa
40

sources said some
rallway police were

on board the train for the se- -

curity of the pa s. But

anru alleged that no po-
ice were present in the two
compartments during the da-

case has been filed in
Bhairab Railway thana.

Some political |
leaders meet CEC

Leaders of seme political
parties and or isations yes
terday met Chief Election

Commissioner (CEC) Abu Hena .

al his office in the city, reports

BSS.

Tth discussed with the
Chiel Election Commissioner
matters relating to Jatiya
Sungsad elections and stressed
the need for improvement of
law and order situation for the

N e e

st Berrstn

el

dus Salam Talukdar and Sham-
sul Islam, Left Democratic Fro-
nit leaders, Rashed Khan Me-
non, Nirmal Sen, Bimal Biswas,
Abdullah Sarkar and Sham-
suzzaman Selim and a dele-

gation of FEMA led by Fakr-
uddin Ahmed,

JS polls

From Page |
speed within this time limit so
as lo present the country a
truly representative govern-
ment which can help nourish
and blossom the democratic
values.

He said there is no scope
for showing laxity in ensuring
transparency, credibility and
impartiality in the election
which is held within a
limited time I[rame provided
for in the Constitution.

Fairness in the election is
largely d dent on the efli-
ciency and impartiality of the
officials concerned. said the
CEC.

He urged officials and em-
ployees at all levels, including
the district and thana levels, to
carry out their election duties
without fear and ignoring
threat or intimidation.

Abu Hena also directed
them to ignore all undesirable
influences and unjust de-
mands.

He further directed the of-
ficials to counter all ra-
cies designed to making the
journey to democracy throny
thro evil influence on the
electoral S8

Laxity, misconduct and co-
operation to unfairmeans will
under no circumstances be
tolerated. the CEC warned. He
said: "The Election Commis-
sion is determined to take
drastic action against such

lapses.”

He called for 'S Coop-
eration to the Mn Com-
mission to enable it to dis-

charge its onerous responsibil-

| ities reposed in it by the na-

tion for holding a free and fair
election. .

DHAKA

the AL office told this corre-
that the AL

s el

When ., Mayor of
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC)
Mohammad Hanif told The
Daily Star last night that he re-
ceived applications from both

the parties seeking permission
for M Ehﬂt at
lll:: Manik Aveniue on .
T received both the appli-
calions at my house in the
even within a short span of
time . matter, who came
with the ation first. We'll
decide on t matier on

4. the first worki after
the Eid ﬂttltion"r.‘t::, Mayor

sadd.

Talking to The Daily Star.
BNF office secretary Nazrul Is
lam Khan said his t
permission of the DCC to hold
a meeting at the Manik Mia
Avenue on the June 10 and
almo Informed the Dhaka
Metropolitan Police about it in

the evening.

BNP
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areas would be difficult in the
rainy scason as most of the vil-
lages lack pucéa roads,
alt 12.500 kms of roads
were built at the initiative
the LGRD alone”, the
former LGRD said.

In this r rd, Salam
Talukdar reiter his 5

ing drafted and would be an-
nounced :

Former minister and BNP
standing committee member
Rafiqul Islam Mia and Office
Secretary of the party Naszrul

!lprlaﬂ::lb mngtrr also present

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 19,

dating drive started Aps

11 andmﬁrﬂ 18, the EC ap .
nounced at the proces
would continue till the eleg«
tion schedule was announced,
With the announcement of
the schedule . the EC
instructed the ation of-

and correction of the voiers
list. the EC officials said

It eould not be ascertained
how many new voters hdwe |
been inchuded during the up- |

But BNP Secretary Gene.al !
Abdus Salam Talukdar. aflter
meeting 'he Chief Electign

Commissioner (( EC) yestef
day iold newsmen quoti
the CEC. that il April

some 30.000 voters were ifj-
cluded in 1he updated list

"The CEC today told me
that until April 26 more than
two lakh peopie had applied
for registration as voters.”
Salam Talukdar said. quot: g
the CEC. adding that soime one
lakh peeoplr were registered as
voters until that date. 2 |

The E( will have to
until the registration o
senit thedr final reports
updating process to be at
announce the exact num
voters in the country, an
official pointed out

Meanwhile, the Plan
a rowv
T 2.7 crore. ONDE

fun

- Electoral Proce

1 . The
clude pr
and materials du

KHAGRACHHAR]I, 2

sell-styled licutenant of s
tibahini surrendered 1o

government today. Regi
Commander of army Lt
Ashiag Chowdhury said

Bikash Chakma alias Momang
45, lieutenant of Shantibalisi
general head .

surgency and surrendere
the region office this
Heé also subniitted some

Eﬁ‘%ant documents re

Hotel & Motel AC Room

—— .
Hotel Sheraton
Zia Int'l Airport
Chittagong
Cox's Bazar
Rangamati

PARJATAN'S OFF-SEASON OFFER
FOR HOLIDAY MAKERS |

Avoid the in-season tourist rush. Visit Cox's Bazar an-
Rangamati. Stay at Parjatan Hotel, Motel and Cottags
and avail special discounted rents. This offer remain:
valid from 01 May to 30 September 1996.

20% discount

Motel & Cottage Non-AC Room  30% discount
Fnrbookingmmmmdchihpmm:

Phone
819192, 817855-9

509479, 863391
894416

(031) 619845, 220181-5
(0341) 4202, 3274-5
(0351) 3126

< BANGLADESH PARJATAN CORPORATION
National Tourism Organization
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