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Eid Pledge

This year's Eid-ul Azha comes in the 25th year
of our independence and in a close proximity to a
general election about to be held uhder an ar-
rangement endorsed by all political parties. Both
events mark the nation's progress through the
times and this holy occasion provides substance to
them. How? The country's independence was
achieved at a sacrifice the nation was never asked
to make before. Similarly the nation has endorsed
the interim arrangement for holding elections
after a long drawn-out ordeal marked by sacrifices
in human and material terms.

The spirit of Eid-ul Azha relates to both these
national events in that the underlying theme of
this great religious occasion is sacrifice in its
essence and variety. It is the negation of self for
the sake of love to Allah, the Creator. The political
leaders' avowed duty is also a kind of selfless ser-
vice..On this occasion, therefore, we demand from
our politicians a commitment duly sanctified by
the spirit of sacrifice that inspired Hazrat Ibrahim
(R) to fulfil a pledge. We have long been a witness
to the fact that pledges are made by our politicians
not always to be kept but just for the heck of it.
‘Now here is a holy occasion to introspect and
rededicate themselves, imbued with the spirit of
Eid-ul Azha, to the cause of selfless public service.

We urge our politicians to make only those
pledges they can keep — not the ones they cannot
honour. For long the common people have been
assured of a rosy future — particularly during the
election campaign the rhetoric reaches a feverish
pitch. That tradition must come to an end. The
common man certainly deserves better. He has
been deceived for much too long. Now is the time
for reaching out to him or her on a humane level
with humility and compassion. The sacrificial
spirit will automatically create an environment of
equality and social justice for all men and women
in this small country.

- Test for Secularism

With India going to polls for the eleventh con-
secutive time in her history, predictions are rife
that the outcome could mean a dramatic change to
the country’'s polity, based traditionally on the
mutually reinforcing principles of secularism and
unity in diversity.

The pollsters are saying almost in a chorus that
it would be a hung parliament resulting in the
formation of a rather fledgling coalition govern-
ment. This by itself could not be that worrying
given India's occasional stints with governments
formed on a wafer-thin majority like in the case of
V P Singh or of Narasimha Rao himself. But what
makes one sit up and take note is the predicted
scenario of the BJP emerging as the single largest
party in Lok Sabha, maybe without enough of a
majority to form government on its own but within
a striking distance of power all the same. In the
event such a forecast comes true one would be left
seriously pondering over the amazing ascendency
of the BJP power in Indian politics: from a couple

of parliamentary seats secured at the polls in the
mid-eighties to more than 80 bagged in those of
1989 and to being poised now for bettering even
that considerable tally.

The secular forces are fighting the elections
from different platforms and are predicted to be
faring something like this: The ruling Congress
could come second falling short of the BJP
strength by 10-30 seats with the Rashtriya Morcha
of the Left Front and the Janata Dal trailing the
Congress in the third position. '

Although the public opinion surveys were based
broadly on a wider sampling this time around — in
one case as many as 28 thousand voters had been
involved — these, nonetheless, must be taken with
a pinch of salt when there are as many as 58 crore
19 lakh voters in the country. In more concrete
terms, just how the third force plank of the Janata
Dal and Left Front, the regional political align-
ments in Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Andhra, Punjab,
Assam and Kerala, and the coalition of socially
backward forces or lack of it, are going to affect
the overall outcome of the polls remains largely a
matter of guess-work at this stage.

The bed-rock of India's pluralistic co-existence
and the safety-vault of democracy in that country
have been its firmly-upheld secularist traditions.
These have proved to be of immense benefit not
only to the Indian society but also to intra-regional
balance and equanimity. We put faith in the Indian
voters sense of judgement.

After HSC, What?

The prospects for admission to higher educa-
tion this year look very bleak. Some two lakh HSC-
passed students await entry into the portals of uni-
versities, colleges and institutes which are alto-
gether having 65 thousand seats to offer. The
unusually high number of admission-seekers is
made up of 1,66,978 who came out successful in
the 1995 HSC examinations to swell the ranks of
those who had been frustrated in their attempts
for admission last year.

The fact is most of them could not meet the
stiff eligibility criteria in their earlier try and are
hoping now that this time luck might smile on
them or that they could perhaps manage to be
admitted somehow. At any rate, there is only an
outside chance for a very limited number of
them to make it. They are willy-nilly slicing into
the berths for the HSC-passed students of 1995.

Their craving for admis8jon to higher education
is only natural and the best way to cater to their
need would ba not only to increase the private sec-
tor participation in setting up more and more new
educational facilities but also to incentivise it by
lending bank money.

Basically though we would like higher education
to be selective with a provision made for job-based
terminal education at the post-HSC level for a
large majority of students joining the vulnerable
ranks of the unemployed youth. We can' not let
such a large and important segment of manpower
to go waste before even sprouting into a bud.

Don’t be Wobbly When it’s
Time to be Firm and Swift

Mg
pected a ra ch
in the overall security

situation in the country are
getting lnrrannlnf!y
concerned. The ment of

Mohammad Habibur Rahman
seemed to start on a tive
note but then all its tiatives

have stalled. Neither the arms
recovery drive nor the admin-
istrative changes are proceed-
ing a to any coherent
plan of action. The neutral
caretaker ernment l:r.yoz:
the and trust of t

. Indeed it is the fruit of

a l struggle. People have
ma:':‘ eat sacrifices to bring

it into . Over 120 people
lost their lives.
All they wanted was a

peaceful and secure environ-
ment in which a free and fair
eleetion could be held. Given
the hesitant action taken so far
one wonders whether their
sacrifices were in vain
Notwithstanding the Chief
Adviser's emotional appeal to
the officials on 25 ril, the
impression of a wobbly gov-
ernment wilting under the
pressure of the fallen BNP gov-
ernment contin o persist.
One may of rse say that
these are biased comments

not harassment {f the armed
terrorist belongs
u{hurnliuul party. One worn-
ders if the neutral government
has accepted the logic of such
ar its and this mos! novel
delinition of harassment. To
put it rather bluntly, the BNP
is challenging the neutrality
and sense of fairmess of the

mﬂ headed by Habibur

What is the response of his
overnment? Largely ineffec-
ual gestures which neither
lead to the recovery of arms
nor to arrests! As a matter of
fact. terrorists caught with il-
legal arms are being released
on baill Common sense m.:rg-

sts that these thugs shouid

held in detention at least
until the election is over.
There |s the, precedent of
Justice Shahabuddin's care-
taker government which did
not fumble on this point
Peace-loving and law abiding

Feople are Increasi gettin
rustrated to see the BN
armed cadres brandishing
arms, as before, with fmpunity
Of course it is ironic to
hear these complaints of ha
rassment by the BNP because
for long five years they turnmed

a deaf ear to such complaints

recovery drive. The links be-
tween the goons with arms
and the officers who protected
them has to be severed if the
arms r cam
w paigo is to
Before concluding let me

refer to a startling report in a
Bengali daily., Bhorer Kagaj of
23 April, \1996. The report
gives very precise and
information on the nu r of
criminals who have been re-
leased by presidential
on the fecommendation of the
former BNP Home Minister
Abdul Matin Chowdhury.
According to the report,
since the middle of 1994 until
the end of 1995, 406 persons
suffering prison sentence have
been set free by the Home
Minister using the president's
prerogatives under article 49
of the Constitution. These
criminals were sentenced to
rison terms of various
or committing serious crimes
such as murder, extortion and
toll lalunq, abduction, r 1
use of |illegal firearms and
crimes against women. Some
ol those set free by presiden-
tial pardon were sentenced in
absentia. They have become
free men without suffering
even a day s imprisonment.
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| ON THE RECORD |

by Shah AM S Kibria

Let us therefore look at the
question of recovery of illegal
arms. In the midst of deepen-
ing concern about a host of
problems faced by the citizens,
it is the vast arsenal of illegal
arms in the hands of terrorists
which is uppermost in their
mind. With the exception of
the BNP, all other political
parties are urging upon the
authorities to take drastic ac-
tion to recover illegal arms.
They all believe fhat it not

ssible to hold a genuinely
ree election with such a huge
quantity of arms in the hands
of mastaans. Neither the
restoration of normal law and
order nor a sense of security
will be possible under these
circumstances.

BNF's support for arms re-
covery is not only lukewarm
but it is reported to be condi-
tional upon not harassing their

arty activists. Indeed, BNP
eaders have been fulminating
against the neutral caretaker
government and its arms re-
covery drive on the ground
that thelr party activists are
being harassed in the name of
arms recovery. What is the
definition of harassment? Is it
harassment if a terrorist be-
lnnﬁing to BNP is apprehended
with arms? Apparently. it is

by their political opponents

Out of office. the BNP is claini

ing that even the neutral care

laker government is harassing
their party activisis. No other
party wants 1o protect 4ts
members who possess and use
llegal arms hy should the
BNP be allowed to frustrate the
recovery of arms from its
armed cadres by ralsing these
smoke-screens about harass

ment?

No one will be fooled by
these pleas unless one is de-
termined 1o see no evil and
hear no evil. BNP leaders are
vehemently protesting even
the very Ilimited transfers
ordered by the neutral care-
taker government. Why do they
cnm(P ain about these trans-
fers? Do they have a special
reason to keep the officers as
they have placed them before
quitting office? The motive is
too obvious to need elabora-
tion. BNP leaders do not want
their favourite officers to be
disturbed. If so. the neutral
government should ensure the
rapid neutralization of the ad-
ministration. This is the task
tor which the nation has
placed them in charge of the
government at this critical
time. This will also lead to
greater success in the arms

The report further said that
in granting pardon to these
criminals. the normal proce-
dure was not followed. In some
cases the fdrmality of seeking
the views of the prison author-
ities was not observed. The
nation will no doubt be
shocked Lo learn that three of
those set [ree were sentenced
to life imprisonment

| have taken the liberty ol
quoting this case simply be-
cause il tells the story of five
years of BNP rule more elo-
quently than anything else. Can
any civilized government stoo
so low as to throw overboar
the very basic tenets of ethics
and justice in order to patron-
ize its party members? I is
this malaise that the neutral
caretaker government should
have borne in mind in map-
ping their campaign against
the armed terrorists.

Can a government which is
commitied to holding a free
and fair election. free from in
tumidation by armed hoodiuins,
allord not to withdraw arms
during election time? One
ho the neutral government
will not let the nation down.
Surely they will not be neutral
between armed goons and in-
nocent citizens!

32 DU Senators' Allegation
Politically Motivated

This writer was dismayed at
pursuing a fallacious allegation
of "corruption, nepotism and
partisan activities” made by 32
senators, out of 104 total
senators of Dhaka University,
ancaring in various sections
of the Press on 1 20.

Firstly, the claim that the
Senators "had sent a notice to
the VC to convene a meeting of
the Senate to discuss these ir-
regularities, but the VC did not
respond” is a travesty of truth.
It is well-known that unlike
previous VCs, the present VC
attaches more importance to
democratic values, and is more
responsive. accessible and ra-
tional in his approach to
teachers ol all shades of opin-
ion and in addressing the ad-
ministrative and academic
problems. In response to the
request of the above senators
(belonging to the Blue Panel
supporting Awami League), the
VC, to our knowledge, an-
nounced a date, i.e. March 30,
to convene a Senate meeting,

1 but due to hartal and "non-co-

operation movement” this
meeting could not be held.
When another date was being
contemplated, the above sena-
tors, without discussing the
matter with the VC, called a
Press Conference to circulate
eanards in their usual way with
the ultimate objective of tar-
nishing the image of the uni-
versity administration. Obvi-
ously, when some administra-
tive ch s are being made at
the national level by the care-
taker government, the above
faction of Senate members. by
addressing the present neutral
overnment, have attempted
politicalize the academic is-
sues of the university and have
~aspired some sudden changes
in the university's administra-
tive structure. This inherent
design is unfortunate, unpro-
ductive and malicious. It is
usual te have hundreds of
problems of the university of
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- Sir, Most ug our BNP, AL, JI.

JP and other political leaders
make indiscriminate criticism
and allegations against each
other, on the one hand and
stress upon the need for ac-
countability and transparency
of works and functions of the
government, on the other.

We believe in freedom of

il

h and freedom of fu'eln.
e also believe in simple

- . -

these are to be solved
internally with the co-
operative participation of all.
But unfortunately, without
doing this. some politically
motivated members of the Se-
nate have circulated baseless
allegations through Press Con-
ference.

If any investigation is to be
made against the so-called ir-
regularities and corpdption, let
it be done for a period of 20
years, instead of five years. It
could then be proved what the
earlier VCs supporting the
same political ideology as the
32 senators, have done or
achieved during their tenure.
The above senators should
have appreciated one basic
truth that the present admin-
istration, with the co-opera-

tion of teachers and students - -

of all shades of opinion have
been to some extent, success-
ful in turning the violent cam-
us of battlefield into a peace-
ul place of academic pursuit.

It is a matter of comimon
prudence thal appointments in
the university are made by the
Selection Boards and Syndi-
cate in which members with
the above political ideology-
also exist. Hence question of
“corruption” does not generally
arise, although, admittedly.
there might be some differ-
ences here and there. Rather,
it statistics of appointments
are made, it would reveal that
the teachers of the Blue panel
have been more benefitted
than others. This is manifested
in the recent appointments of
provosts of Zahurul Haque Hall
and Kuwait-Maitree Hall. But
some teachers, instead of ex-

ressmf{ gratitude, have the
abit of remaining ungrateful
all the time. It is also known to
the people thal a date was also
announced for holding the
DUCSU election, but unfortu-
nately the election could not
be held due to artificially cre-
ated terrorism. Now that the

_— — L - - -
— — -

‘sense of proportion' as well as
in the common saying ‘charity
egins at home'.

e would therefore request
our all political parties to make
accountabilit and trans-
parency of their own deeds
and activities apparent and si-
mu]tmmusl{ ask the govern-
ment to make its works and
functions accountable and
transparent,

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

political impasse is expected
to be settled. DUCSU election
may also be expected soon
with 4he co-operation of all,
but for this a Press Conference
was simply uncalled for.

For the sake of establishirg
peace and sanity in the cam-
pus. this teacher like other
general and independent
teachers could only cxﬁ&g the
above senators and a her
teachers to work with a co-op-
erative spirit to address t]ge
manifold problems of the uni-
v:rs:':iy and help solve them in-
ternally and desist from flash-
ing contradictory and baseless
news in the media which only
create suspicion and misun-
derstanding in the public
mind, smirching the very im-
age of not only the university

but also the corresponding
teachers themselves.

An Independent Teacher

University of Dhaka.

" tions short of bombing

" could not count the
bodies There were

bodies ' without heads.
There were people without
arms or legs” — sald Mikael
Lindiall, a UN official who
visited the UN co in
@ana. about 10 km :
in Lebanon. Horrified peace
keepers and rescue workers
wept as they collected limbs
and pieces of flesh in plastic
bags. The smell of blood was

ov rtn.! — reports Agen-
r

ce France ess. About 100
civilians were killed and
hundreds injured that in-

cluded women and children
whe took shelter at the UN
base In Qana. The commander
of the UN Force General Woz-
niak who looked 'shaken’ said.

.1 cannot find words to de-

scribe what | feel after seet
this. After all "why civilians™
So far about 160 civilians have
been killed and hundreds in-
jured in Lebanon. Though Is-
raeli war is really against
Hezbollah guerillas only five
uerillas have so far been
illed and the Israeli bombing
.could not stop Hezbollah rock-
els
Incidentally. lsraeli bomb-
ing of Lebanese villages started
in response to a katyusha
rocket fired by Hezbollah from
southern Lebanon that landed
at a village in northern Israel
injuring one man and dlmng—
ing parts of buil.dings f
course. Hezbollah has been oc-
casionally firing katyusha rock-
ets which are most obsolete
dnd terribly inaccurate to
northern Israel in violation of
the unwritten agreement of
July 1993, brokered by US
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher. which was meant
to stop Hezbollah and |sraell
security forces attacks on each
uther's civilian targets. Hezbol
lah leadership |Justifies wsiich

ection Strategy

of

deeply involved and also some

powers and particu-
larly France have quite a dif-
ferent set of political and cul-
tural interests than the US in

the area immediate ceasefire

was not expected.

ently belongs 1o cvery oh
parenm to every one
eise except the Lebanese. Le-

banon torn by intense civil war

for nearly two decades, stands
occu ph militarily
and — physically by

israel (South Lebanon security
zone] and politically and mili-
tarily by Syria station-
ing of about 35. milﬂ
troops in Lebanon and by
hnrina unacceptabile political
contr

Lchﬂmmsgﬁ" mtﬁ

occupied by Iran by pro
through Hezbollah 'hif:hlg
brain-washed. trained and fi-
nanced by lran. Iran is
:-Ehpence process brokered

the US and It ins tes
H’;:zbo]]ah which haitﬂen
fighting for Israeli withdrawal
from th Lebanon with the

L creati destabilis-

Pr‘:grp:ﬂuluun inn!tht Middie
East.

Iran's overall strategy has
wider implications as it wants
to ¢ ter anything that the
US does in the Middle-East.
The US is also t u
corneri Iran diplomatically
as it thi that Iran has been
engaged in state terrorism. In
fact. the recent conference in
Calro on "terrorism”™ was di-
rected mainly against jran.
Iran has good relation with
Syria and a finds it conve-
nient to use iran for cresting
exira pressure on lsrael. Hav-

ing taken advan of . the dif-
fering positions of the US and
Europe in Lebanon, Iran has

indeed created a fai st
position In the

litical
strategio game in ﬁbu.non The

rocket attacks on Israel's oc-
cupation of South Lebanon as a
sell-declared security zone. |s-
rael has been responding to
such rocket attacks from lime
lo time but the present Israeli
army response to Hezbollah's
katyusha rocket attacks was
terribly disproportionate and
undoubtedly a political one to
boost Shimon Peres's election
grn:ptcl on May 29, 1996.
shimon Peres thought he must
act as he was already losing in
Israeli public opinion because
of repeated suicide bomb at-
tacks b{ amas (errorists
against Israeli civilians. Shi-
mon Peres did take tough ac-
amas
establishments in West Bank
but these were not enough to
recover his flagging sition
among Israeli public. Hezbol-
lah’s rocket attacks gave him
the chance and he acted im-
mediately.

Shimon Peres took for
granted that [sraeli military ac-
tion called "Operations grapes
of Wrath” against Lebanon will
not wreck the M-E peace pro-
cess though he might lLice in-

‘ternational pressure it some

point to stop this. But he
thought such pressure would
bring along some additional
benefit i.e. halt in Hezbollah's
katyusha rocket attacks against
northern Israel at least Lem-
porarily up to his election
time. This is what Shimon
Peres needed. However, in-
tensity of bombing and indecd
wrong targeting by Israeli Air
Force of UN base at Qana
which killed innocent civilians
including women and children
indeed brought international
“wrath’ on Israel itself. Qana
disaster also prompted France
and other European powers to
recilouble their efforts for a
ceasefire. But because it is Le-
hanon with Syria and Iran

US felt uncomfortable diplo-
matically as Russia and some
European Foreign Ministers

maintained contacts durin
ceasefire negotiations wltt
Iranian Foreign Minister.
Whether the US likes it or not
lran has a solid role in Le-
banon. lran is a r l the
region and its infMiecnce on
Hamas, Hezbollahh aiid other

radical groups is big and
stmiig. This cannol be ignored
any more.

Lebanese government also
diddrml uﬂt to stop Hezbollah
and proba it co as
Hezbollah I'?;l h-l:l:l#dﬂ%ng
Lebanese government's war
against Israel on Israeli occu-

ation of a part of South Le-

anon. However, last week Le-
banese Prime Minister Rafiq
Hariri said that Lebanese -
ernment would stop Hegbollah
operation if Israel vacates
South Lebanon "security zone".

Shimon Peres has really
gambled in Lebanon. The seri-
ous crackdown on Hamas and
the closure of Israel-West Bank
borders for weeks after the
suicide bombings already an-
tagonised the Palestinians. The
attacks of Lebanon coupled
with Qana disaster made
things worse in terms of Is-
rael's relations with rest of the
Arab world. The action taken
by the Arab e for a united
I:roaitjﬂn of all Arabs to oppose
srael's attack on Lebanon was
indicative of the serious dete-
rioration of Arab-Israeli rela-

tionship.
As various reporis indicate,
US Secretary ol State was

finding it hard to bring Syria in
line with the US proposals for
immediate ceasefire. Indeed, it
was a diplomatic setback for
Christopher when Hafez-Al As-
sad avoided meeting him early
this week whereas Assad met
Russian Foreign Minister Pri-

Shimon Peres

makov and Pakistani

Minister Benazir Bhutto. How-
ever. sustained efforts by
Chnstopher and his team and
suppert of some European
powers including France ulti-
mmml the Lebanon
rmi ture to an end. It has
just been announced (while
completing the comment) that
Israel, Syria and Lebanon
agreed on the ceasefire draft.

e aﬁ;r.cmcnt reached has
the following main elements:

ia}] Both Hezbollah and lsrael
will not attack each other's
civihans and civilian targets (b)
Civilian tion areas not to

be used for hmmhw-
tacks lc) Monitoring -
tee consists of Israel. Syria.
Labanon, US and France.

This is basically the 1993

unwritten i now put
in writing . Israel and
Syria are the parties to the
agreement. Hezbollah also

agreed to abide by the agree-
ment

The point thltm%hﬂp
Shimon Peres on May elec-
tion is that civiians in north-

ern Israel may find respite at
least for couple of weeks.

Peres would be if the

ceasefire holds upto May 29,

| 996 d
However the last 16

days of Israeli bombing. Shi-
mon Peres apparently did net
H?TE[#T point in terms of his
polit gl al howme against
Benjamin Netanvahu. the main
rival in May 29 general elec-
ton  In fact. the last opinion
poll shows "“Benjamin Ne-
tanvahu only 5 peints behind
Peres t in earlier poll he
;“ 68 po}gzts behind Peres.

ow everyt would depend
on how hrull-:‘puhhc react to
the crasefire So far as Israeli
Arabs are concerned he is fac-
ing boycott from them because
ol Lebanon bombing. Though

political experts say this is a
temporary threat and might
change with the ceasefire in
Lebanon, still much would de-
K:"d on how Shimon Peres

haves with Arabs in the next
couple of weeks.

However, despite Lebanon
deBacle. Shimon Peres stands

succeeded in gettl over-
whelming YES /54) from
Palestinian National Council

(PNC) in favour of revo all
provisions of 1968 PLO ar-
;e_rl i cnuhfnr'dc:trucuun
srael. This is undoubtedly a
brave action by Arafat at a time
when a part of the Arab world
(Lebanon) was facing Israeli
bombs and Arafat himselfl with
his Palestinian was un-
der collective punishment
from Israel as West Bank bor-
ders with Israel stand closed .

brln#ng untold sufferings to
the Palestinian . Shimon

Peres was very and said
— PLO leader is a partner for
peace. Hamas said, "Arafat had
committed a crime”. However,
a day after Palestinian Nationial
Council voted to annual the
clauses that call for destruc-
tion of Israel. Peres’ Labour

P its cﬂﬁd{k‘n to
lh‘:q;:: shment a Pales-

tinian State. Peres said, "With

the Palestinian, we wish to ar-
rive not at yet another interim
settlement but a -
nent settlement, a =
tal solution”. Negotiations for
determining the final status
will start in May, '96. If Labour
Party returns to power which
seems very likely now not be-
cause of Shimon Peres' bomb-
ing of Lebanon but because of
Palestinian National Council's
decision to share Palestinian
land with arch enemy — the

Jews. :

Eid-ul Azha: The Spirit and Significance

by Abu Imran

OR the Muslims, there
are two main festivals —

the Eid-ul Fitr and the
id-ul Azha. In the strictest
sense, Muslims' festivities are
rnot the moments of unrestri-
cted merry-making or crossing
the limits of decency. In this
sense, Muslim festivities are
sort of thanks-giving to Allah
for His kindness and bounties
and sharing of joys and
happiness with others even
the poor and the helpless. In
case ol Eid-ul Fitr, it is marked
by sighting of the moon. en-
ding the observance of month-

long fasting meant to attain

piety by self-restraint and
paying 'Fitr' or a kind of dole
at prescribed rate to the poor
50 that they can also share the
joys of Eid (the happy
moment) which is preceded by
congressional prayer in the
morning.

The other happy occasion
should by Muslims the world
over is Eid-ul Azha or the Qur-
bani (sacrificial) Eid. This is
done in commemoration of
Hazrat Ibrahlm'r (A.S.) great
sacrifice which 'he ered to
please Allah in terms'of his in-
struction. Allah put Hazrat
Ibrahim (A.S.) to several tests.
The last test was severest of
all. He dreamt of being asked
to sacrifice in the name of Al-
lah. He sacrificed a large num-
ber of dumbas (a 'kind of
sheep). But he wasg again asked
to do so. He sacrificed a llrﬁt‘:
number of camels. Then still

he was asked. and finally he
could know that he tas to sac-
rifice his deagest of the dear
meaning his son. Ismail (AS).
He then prepared himself for
this, then told his son about
his dream.

The son was not an ordi
child — he said to his be
father, to carryout Allah's in-
structions, and he (Hazrat
Ibrahim) would find him
(Hazrat Ismail) patient calm
and obedient, if Allah willing
(Al-Quran). Then both the fa-
ther and the son went to a
lonely place. There, Hazrat
Ibrahim (AS) blind-folded him-
sell lest he got pity and failed
to discharge the hard task, and
placed the knife on the neck
of Hazrat Ismail (AS) to cut
him. But the more he
(Ibrahim) tried, the more he
felt the knife not working. He
then struggled. But Allah toild
him that he had turned out
successful in the test and
should open his eyes. He did
so and was surprised to find a
dumba slained in place of Is-
mail. That animal was sent by
Allah from the heaven,

The above story of supreme
sacrifice in the way of Allah is
an example to be followed by
Muslims the world over that at
the command of Allah, the
faithful should sacrifice their
dearest thing. And to lét peo-
ple keep remembering this
supreme sacrifice, now the
faithfuls of means are required
to sacrifice halal animals like

goat, lamb, cow, camel etc., on

Eid-ul Azha with the intention
to please Allah. The meat of
the sacrificed animal is re-
quired to be shared with rela-
tions, friends and the poor.
This, therefore, besides help-
ing a faithful to re-invigorate
]l::ni;l' seﬂgc of sacrifice, .;lm

ps t e to share
the ﬁ|ny of [cntjvlt}'. q!he tR:lc:mre-t
of the r at least on this day
can also pnrt.ake a delicious
dinner.

As said earlier, the sacrifice
Is meant to please Allah, and is
never meant in any way to be a
cnm?eutjun among the afflu-
ent lest its every purpose is
defealed. But for t?lt ack of
knowledge and appreciation of
the true spirit of Qurbani or
sacrifice a tendency among
some Muslims has become ap-
Fan:nt to earn name and fame
hrough this practice. It now
even seems that buy the
biggest and the costliest ani-
mal to win people’'s applause is
an act of piety and religlousity
forgetting whether such an
intention would be ac ble
to Allah or not. This sense of
competition is never desirable
since this creates a show-off
devoid of the real intention of
pleasing of Allah through sac-
rifice.

Moreover, those who could
not afford such luxury feel bad,
their children think that théir
parents are not as worthy as
others who are rich and could
buy big animals. This breeds

frustration and a sense of de-
privation. Therefore it is nec-
essary that this sort of

tition be avoided since it is
said that the good inten-
tion of ce pleases Allah,

neither the blood nor the
meat.

Islam being a complete
code of life, besides invoking
Allah's pleasure, it also helps
boost . For instance, it
is said that alone in area
of Dhaka trading of hides and
skin worth around Taka 200
crore takes place during Eid-ul
Azha. The system thus also
creates employment and trad-
ing opportunity for many.
There, some of the poor ﬂeo—

le all the year round keep
usy in renﬂng their goats and
cattle for trading during the
Qurbani Eid.

Midﬁ[ it is the Htt: when
Hajj or Pligrimage to Makkah
tlﬁqu ?1!1:15 where Muslim's
from all over the world assem-
ble and pray to Almighty Allah
and thus dischar one of
their fundamental duties to Al-
lah. This forges an interna-
tional Muslim unity and is an
unique instance in the world.
Thus we see that the occasion
of Qurbani Eid has its own
unique characteristic of sacri-
fice to please Allah in

His mercies and bounties

here and here after, on one
hand, and commenting inter-
national Islamic brother-hood,
on the other.



