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Don’t be Wobbly

When it's Time to
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Holiday

The offices of The Thily Star
will remain closed from April 28
to May 1 on the occasions of
Eid-ul-Azha and May Day.

Therefore, there will be 1o
l!suur of the newspaper [rom

| April 29 to May 2.

NEWS BRIEFS

" Businessman
robbed

By DMCH Correspondent
A businessman was stabbed
and robbed by a group of mug
gers at Rawran Bazar area yes
terday merming Witnesses said
the muggers stabbed Habibur
Rahman Nantu 30 and
snatched Tk 35.000 trom hini
at Kawran Bazzar area at aboul
9:30 am. He was later admsitied
to Dhaka Medical College Hos
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CEC asks parties to strictly abide by code of conduct

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Mohammad Abu Hena
yesterday called upon all polit-
ical Eartn:s to cooperate with
the Election Commission in
holding a
and credible
UNB.

Addressing
radioc and
evening. the CEC announced
that the
will be h
the last date for filin
tion papérs is May 12.

He ho that the contest-
ing parties will inspire their
candidates and activists to
strictly abide by the electoral
code of conduct to enable the
voters to exercise their right
of franchise to make the elec-
tion meaningful.

"The precondition to free
and fair election is an atmo-
sphere favourable to polling,
and we are determined to
maintain- that atmosphere at
any cost.” Abu Hena said.

“If we are unable to main-
tain that atmosphere all our

aceful, free, fair
election, reports

the nation over

nomina-

Checking smuggling of am-
munition into the country and
pilferage of ‘some varieties of
imported industrial chemicals
are very im ant alongside

rct:m'e of illegal arms to
e On- uln drive effec-
tivt according to highly

placed police sources.

It is easy to manufac-
ture a in a leathe ma-
chine. Such léthal are
manufactured dtptndin%

+ mainly on extensive 0

bullets smuggled into the
ﬁ:ﬂnlry one police official

ammunition reach the

through an organised
“umthe

“EANE basic ingredients for
crude bombs and crackers
reach the terrorists mainly
through pilferage from the au-
thorised imports of raw mate-

television in the

arliamentary polls
d on June 12 and

rations. for holdin
fair :lccunn will be
tur the

The CEC pointed out that
peaceful holding of election
would be impeded not only by
rigging and armed terrorism,
but verbal abuses might also
stand in its way.

He underlined the impor-
tance of giving top priority to
the code of conduct ham-
mered out on the basis of dis-

free
hed

alism and communalism ﬁn

that they might not vitiat: the

elector 88,
Abu Hena said recovery of
unauthorised arms and im-

provement of law and order
should be given top priority
because these are essential
preconditions to a free and fair

. polls.
The peace-loving citizens
are deeply concerned with the

current trend of violating law

ThahltdabefnrﬂlingnominannnpapeninMaylﬂ
scrutiny on May lﬁmdwithdrnwalofcand:datum

on zlﬁ.

cussions with the pnlitil:al
parties.

"This code of conduct is
aimed at discouragin
provocative statements an
incitement to violence™.

The CEC. however, stated
that if there is lack of goodwill
no law can “disinfect the mind
and refine the conduct.”

He called for concerted ef-
forts against arms. black
money., muscle power. region-

rials used in match. fertiliser
and soap factories, said a po-
lice offieial and sources in the
Directorate of losive.
"Such ingredients are im-
ported for industrial use, but
reach the underworld thro
e because a sma

pilferag
quantity can be sold at a
official in

price,” said a hi
the Directorate of Explosives,

adding "there is limited scope
to monitor the use of imported
chemicals.”

“The issue is very complex
because the whole process in-
volves several ministries, said a

senior ﬂiiﬂt official. The
matier is discussed in
make the

drm:cﬂucth'c

“If you do not haw any bul-
let you have not g to do with
the firearm.” he

Another police official said

redvary” *Beved;

S e

and erder, and display of arms,
he said. "It has become imper-
ative to arrest the holders of
illegal arms and the mastans,

recover unauthorised arms
from them irrespective of
their p affiliations."

The Chief Election Com-
missioner said steps would
have to be takenm against all
miscreants without showing
any mercy rcga:d]css of their
party affiliations. "Otherwise, it

‘Stopping smuggling of ammunition
vital for effective arms recovery:

By Masud Arif and Mizan Al

wea below .32 bore capac-
ity are "not prohibited” and
gﬂnmvmt issues licences for
se. These are n con-
sidered “less lethal,” said an
arms expert.
ns above .32 bore are
considered ‘fatal’ and
‘restricled’ to the members nf
the public. These are prohib-
ited for the public and are
normally u by the law en-
forcing agencies and the secu-
rity personnel, said another
senior police official.

One need not posses a for-
eign-made 'II"EIFGH to kill any-
one or to create panic among
the people. A pipegun can

the - purpese. <he  ob.

Terrorists usually use bul-
lets of prohibited arms ranging
from 7.62mm to 9tmn capacity
in their locally-made arms. he

added.

' tures of

| low

{ conver

will.not be possible for anyone
to cast his vote without fear."

He called upon the law en-
forcing agencies of the .;_Fw_
ernment to play a bold and ef-
fective role in this regard and
urged them to make allout ef-
forts with sincerity and dedi-
cation to make the election a
success.

The CEC thought arrest to
armed terrorists and un-
earthing illegal arms are not
enough. He called for firm
support of the people and sin-
cere cooperation and goodwill
of the political parties tHat
“will stand v in good stead.”

He said holding an election
within 90 days of the dissolu-
tion of parliament is manda-
tory on the part of the gov-
ernment. Referring to this
constitutional prowision, he
said election would have to be,
of necessity, held by June 28.

In pursuance of the people's
expectation, Abu Hena said, a
free and fair election would
have to be held with utmost

See Page 12 Col 6

Saturda
Arafat outside the
Makkha to pray where het
Mohamm (SM). the 7th-
century founder of the faith,
delivered his last sermon. re-
ports AP.

athering. on the most

ay of the Islamic cal-
endar, marks the climax of thr:
annual pllgnmaﬁc or halj,
Makkah. a duty lor every ahh:-
bodied Muslim to perform at
least once in a lifetime.

State-run Saudi television,

in live coverage from Mount
Arafat. showed the pi s, all
in seamless white garb, chant-
ing in unison: | have answered
You call, O Lord. There is no

on Mount
oly city of

Lmdhutynru"
I-lnm- n-_gd las to
,..r‘m e Tom a

:Irnrrhmg sun and tempera
6 degree Celsius [97
Fahrenheit) as they walked on
the mountain. In the plains be-

buses and police cars

J atiya Sangsad polls J une 12

WE HAVE HUGE HEADT ST
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO

CEC addressing the nation over Radio, TV

Over 2m perform Hajj

MANAMA. Bahrain, Apr 27;
More than 2 million Muslims

slowly moved through the They have repeatedly

masses of pilgrims. wadied e 70.550 lrdni;ms
No unrest was reported performing the Hajj this

during the ceremonies. Tﬁmnﬂ staging political ra
Saudi Arabia. whose oil appeared to havf-

so far been ed.

One such rally erupted into
clashes with Saudi security
forces in 1987. killing more
than 400 pilgrims, most of
them [ranians. Low-key rallies
have sinceé been staged by the
Iranians.

The Iranians say the rallies
are an integral part of Hajj and
use them to vent their anger at
the United States, Israe
"reactionary” Arab leaders.

This year's pilgrims began
their 11-kilometer (seven-
mile] journey to Mount Arafat
from Makkah after the Friday
noon prayers at the Grand

wealth has transformed it from
a desert sheikdom to a mod-
ern state in the past half cen-
tury, goes to great length to
ensure a trouble-free Hajj.

It invests millions of dollars
every year to build new roads,
provide comfortable accom-
modations and increase the
capacity of the holy shrines in
Makkah and Medina. |

For the past two weeks, it
took out radio, television and
newspaper advertisements to
exhort pilgrims to obey in-
structions on traffic and health
and to respect Saudi laws.

At least 2,000 pilgrims have
lost their Lives in stam i .
fires mid clashes during Hajj in
the past 10 years.

Saudi authorities say the
Hajj should be a purely reli-

gious allair and not a venue to
air political views,

and

of piety. made the journey on
foot. But most were ferried in
hundreds of buses and cars to
Mina. a tent city in the plains

See Page 12 Col 3

: pilgrims, in 4 dtnplayf
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| and Daulatdia
' improvi

2000 vehicles
still stranded
at 3 ghats

MANIKGANJ, Apr 27; Tra-
flic congestion due to Eid vaca
tionn rush at Aricha. Nagarbari
hats started
but about two thbu
sand vehicles still remained
stranded, reports UNB.

The slight Improvement
was due to scaled-up effort to
ferry the stranded vehicles
during the last 24 hours till

- this noon.

Bangladesh Inland Water Trans
port Corporation (BIWTC) so
urces sald during the period
2.777 vehicles were ferried
against 1700 in the previous
day

But. they said. the conges-
tion created during the “i:lt
three days crippling the com
munications between the capi-
tal and 36 northern and south-
ern districts was yel to be
cleared.

The traffic jam was created

' due to rush of passen

bound for home to spepd t
Eid holidays.

Some 690 vehicles were
stranded in Aricha-N
415 in N ITﬂ'
) A.rmh.rﬂaula:ldh and .‘iﬂﬂ tn
Daulatdia-Anicha routes.

Violence marks first

day of Indian polls

NEW DELHI. Apr 27: Nearly
100 milion Indians voted to-
day in the ﬂrﬂ lctn[ general
elections ruling
Congreas II} l-'lrty and s
Hindu nationalist opponents
both predicted victory in a
neck-and-neck conlest, re-
ports AFP

Scatiered violénce marred
the balloting. and 12 people
were reported killed when a
bomb ripped through a state-
run bus in the industrial Lown
of Modinagar, some 50 kilome
tres (31 miles) northwest of
New Delhi.

Twenty four people were
injured in the bomb explosion
alt Modin in Uttar desh
state, the Press Trust of India
(PTI) said, but it was not im-
mediately clear tf the blast was
linked to the elections.

A red alert was sounded in
Uttar Pradesh, which goes lo
the polls early next menth
and state police chief SK Rizvi
said a "terrorist hand could not
be ruled out.”

Elsewhere, sporadic vio-
lence was reported as election
officials said around 60 per
cent of the 160 million people

eligible to vote today cast (heir
ballots in 14 states and federal
lerritories.

The votin
scats in the 545-member Lok
Sabha. or lower house of
llament, and the remainder of
the 600-million-strong elec
torate will go to the polls on
May 2 and May 7

One person was killed and
20 Injured in poll-related vio-
lence in the far eastern state of
Assam, and clashes erupted in
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao's home state of Andhra
Pradesh

The United News of India
(UNI) said violence was re
ported in about half of the 42

arllamentary constituencies
n Andhra Pradesh, where the
74-yearold Rao was secking
re-election from Nandayal dis-
trict.

Police opened fire in the air
i eight pliu:.l in Andhra
Pradesh to di e y ac-
tvists trying to make off with
ballot papers and palllnﬁ wasn
suspended in two aces
where walter and Ink \Wwere

poured into ballot boxes, UNI
Sec Page 12 Col 4 '

decided

150 |

. Barisal divisions on

| June 12 polling da
| inconvenient for t
| parties, candidates, voters and

BNP invites
applicationsfor

nominatipn
By Staff Correspondent

lication forms for seek-
ing BNP nomination for the
June 12 Jatiya Sangsad elec.
tions would be available at the
ﬁaﬂy‘n Naya Paltan central of-

# in the capital on May 1.
sald parly press release last
night.

The applications are to be
submitted to the party office
on May 2 and 3.

Interviews of the nomina-
tion-seckers from Dhaka and
Chittagong divisions would be
held on May 4, Sylhet and
May 5 and
those f{rom Khulna and
Rajshahi divisions on May 6.

Earlier., briefing newsmen,
BNP Secretary General Abdus
Salam Talukdar hailed the the
announcement of election
schedule for the seventh Jatiya

. ﬁﬂhh-ﬂﬁ'ﬂtr. said that the

would be
political

others concerned because of
rains, cyclones and tornadoes
are usual in that month.
"Communications in the rural

See Page 12 col 7
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WwWH report on I‘i'flul‘niiuu pulr“i SECLOG

'should be amended

Star Report

The World Bank (WBJ} has

recommended thal serious
ronsideratien be given to
amending the Official Setrets

Act and the Goverriment Ser-
vants Conduct Rulep (GSCR) of
1979 to encourage! and legit
imise the flow of (nformation
between the state and the citi-
zens for effective governance
"One of the keys to empow-
ering citizens and to a more
effective government is open
ness and tr are said a
recent study by the titled
"Government th:at works: Re-

forming the pulplic sector” in
h. “At present. public
administration in Bangladesh
is peculiarly opague ™ it added.
The unique feature of the
report is L(hat it is 'home-
: gruup of

ree nmnq,

gmdm.m re

sector to ﬂnd ways of rnﬁum

ing the gquality o functioning of
the sector. a sowrce concérned

potnted out '

Aboultl the fuikctioning of the
bureaucracy. the report stated
that "bureaucra ts are ohsessed

with secrecy and are unwilling
to divulge to the public any in-

fermation — however routine
or innoeuocus” on the ground
that the Official Secrets Act
and GSCR forbid them to pass
inforrnation to even other gov

ermmment departments.

The WB observes that the
closed nature of the govern-
ment that lacks and
transparency affects empower-
ing of the citizens.

The report suggested five
measures to improve the situa
tion: Announcing a public pol
jcy on transparency, establish
ing a task force on public sec
tor transparency, making con-
tract evaluation re s avail
able to public, publishing the
earnings and tax payments of
all elected officials as reported
in tax'retuns and enhanting
dissemination of information
and reports through the media
and parijament

¢ Bank says the media
and parliament Jlould be regu-
larly provided with annual and
external audit reports of public

See Page 12 Caol 1

BNP, AL to hold rallies
in city on same date
at same venue

By Staff Correspondent

Both the BNP and Awami for holding such meetings.
League yesterday announced As per election rules, cam-
programunes for holding public aigning is banned 48 hours

meetings at the Manik Mia Av- fore the polling starts. The
enue in the city on the same  press release was distributed

date, June 10, to newsmen during a press

The rammes made Dbriefing by BNP secretary gen-
ublic through party préss re- eral Abdus Salam Talukdar at
cvases, followed the Election uiﬂl:‘t at about 8 pm.

the
'Ig: ress release fixed

the Hming its meeting at 3
in the afternoon. Talukdar also
mentioned about his party's
June 10 public meeting pro-
gramme in the briefing.

Commission’'s announcement
of the schedule for the seventh
Jatiya Sangsad elections yes-
terday evening, fixing June 12
as the polling date.

Insiders said announcement

of the election schedule pro- The AL press release, re-
mpted the two leading paPties ceived at The Daily Star office
to choose June 10 for their around the same time, did not

mention the time for its meet-
ing. However, a spokesman at
See Page 12 col 7

last public meetings at the

sprawling Manik Mia Avenue,
the largest venue In the city
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Eid-ul-Azha
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The holy Eid-ul-Azha. the
second bi :al religions festi-
val of the Muslims, will be cel-
ebrated throughout the coun-
try tomorrow.

The Muslims in the coun
as elsewhere will sacrifice do-
mestic animals on the occa-
sion. commemorating the no-
ble example set by Hazrat
Ibrahim [(RA) who wanted to
sacrifice his son Hazrat 1smail
at the will of Allah.

Meanwhile, people in their
tens of thousands started leav-
ing the city since Thursday for
home to celebrate the Eid with
their near and dear ones.

The three-day Eid holiday

| begins today folowed by May

Day and Buddha Purnima holi-
days on May 1 and 2 respec-
tively.

There has already been a
cattle-buying spree in the
city's temporary cattle mar-
kets.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas, in a message on the
eve of the Eid-ul-Azha, said the
occasion reminds the ability to
make anyv sacrifice for the sat-
isfaction of the Almighty and
teaches that the most precious
and the most valuable can be
sacrificed in the name of Allah
in this mundane life.

See Page 12 Col 3

| 67 returning, 506
asstt returning
officers
appointed

The Election Commission
(EC) has appointed 67 Re-
turning Officers and 506
Assistant Returning Officers to
conduct the June 12 -grm:ral
election in the country's 300
constituencies. reports UUNB.

According to a gazette noti-
fication published here yester-
day, the Additional Divisiomal .
Ec—mmissinner of Dhaka has

een appointed as Returni
Officer for the eight ::4::::'EEI
i‘jillUf‘[}E‘lf‘b of Dhaka metropo-
is

The Additional Divisional
Commissioner (General] of
Barisal has been a? intcd the
Returning Officer for con
Stitllﬂnfltﬁ of Pirﬂjpur and
and the Additional
» Div na! Commissioner {Ge-
neral}] of Dhaka for the con-
stituencics of Netrakona and
Mymensingh.

Besides. .the Deputy Co-

See Page 12 Col 2

Applications for
AL nominations
invited

Intending candidates seek-
ing nominations from the
Bangladesh Awami League for
the coming Earliamemar}r
elections have been asked to
collect and submit their a BI
cation forms on May 1 anJ) to
the party's central office in

- Dhaka, reports BSS.

Each application form costs
Taka 500 properly filled up
forms should be submitted
along with two passport size
photographs ol the candidate
and Taka 5000 in cash. a 5!1:35
release of the party said

Awami Lea

yvesterday.

The
Parliamen Board head
the party chief Sheikh Hasina
will start taking interviews of
the candidates May 4 at
the party's central office at 23,
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city. the press release said.

ue




