Children of schoels in
lower classes in the city, in
most cases, are required to be
escorted to their schools and
back home. ‘This sometimes
creates a . In this situ-
ation, a guardian be it the
mother, l'alhe.rhnr some autho-
rised son has to regu-
larly tmr child's srhnulgn ﬂl!:lll
escort. If the father acts as the
escort, his duty in this respect
may end in the moming after
escorting the child to school.
This duty resumes when the
child's classes are over. Where
the father remains busy out-
side with his own activities at
that time, the chore of escort-
ing the child back home is
done either by the meother aor
by any other authorised per-
son. This is the usual picture of
family life in most homes of
the city.

Problems arise where the
school is situated some dis-
tance away from the child's
residence. JIliﬂ some cases, the
mother or her representative
cannot afford to return home
after the child reaches school.
Because of distance, a second
“i-lnp to the school, when the
child's classes are over for re-
tvrm home, may not be possi-
ble mainly because of the con-
veyance cost and the time fac-

tor. In such circumstances,
the mother or her proxy
prefers to remain near the

school premises throughout
the school hours. The tribula-
tion of the mother or of her

representative usually stems

from that compelling situation

In most cases, it is seen,
with a few exceptions, that
there no waiting rooms in the
schools for guardians who are

required to wait out the entire
school hours of their children
or wards. In such situations;
the waiting escorts are left to
their own devices. The resul-
tant piclure is not happy.
Some of the waiting multitude,
most of them mothers, take to

By ASM Nurunnabi

the nearest footpath under the
shade of trees, while others
seek out other suitable shel-
lers nearby.

This daily routine. except
on holidays, goes on inter-
minably. To break the
monotony of their vigil, some
of the waiting mothers or their
representatives are found to
disp{:g resourcefulness. Th
spread out plastic sheets a
taking their places thereon.
engage them in end end-
less sessions of gossiping on all
subjects under the sun. Some
others come equipped with
pocket radios or flasks of tea
or other drinks to while away
the time of waiting. An atmo
sphere of bonhomie develops
among the waiting members of
the same sex. irrespective of
considerations of their age.
education or social baci-
grounds.

The dark side of the situa-
tion emerges during inclement
weather Driving rain or gusty
winds send them to the neart-
est places of refuge. When the
inclement weather conditions
remain for short spells, it may
seem pleasant that exiting to
the waiting groups but when
the duration of such un-
favourable conditions becomes
longer, they along with their
wards suffer.

Talks with some mothers
who regularly do such vigils
reveal tales of silent sullering
under adverse conditions. Mrs.
Baker is a resident ol Mirpur.
Her daughter is a student of a
lower class of a good school in
the Dhanmondi Residential
Area. Al presemt. in-: view ol
inordinate competition for
admission in a good school, it
was considered as a stroke of
good luck when her daughter
qualified for admission in her
present school. even though it
was situated some miles away
from her place of residence. As
the girl is of tender age. she
cant be left alone, without
escort, {0 go to her school and

Call money rate soars

From Page 1
main nhﬁectivr_ remained
keeping the inflation low, A

commercial bank was reported
to be refused re-discount
facility despite submission of
security papers. the sources
added.

A foreign bank had bor-
rowed from the central bank
against its foreign exchange
deposit in the recent past. But

it was also discontinued since
many banks lined up in the
same (ueue, they mentioned.

Banks have virtually stopped
sanctioning any new loans
since cost of fund became too
high because they had to bor-
row from inter-bank at rates
much higher than lending
rates. Some of the foreign
banks even deferred dis-
hursement against commit-
ment. one source said.

"Why should | lend a com-
pany. evenl the best one, at the
rate of 12 per cent while bor-
rowing from the call market at
20 per cent or above," said an
executive banker of a private
bank on condition of
arnonymity.

Many bankers suggested
that the central bank should
change its strategy in oversee-
ing the operations ol the bank-
ing system. They now feel that
the central bank should be
more active in the market to
ease the situation hy interven-
ing even through government
owned banks.

They complained -that the
central bank does not allow
any bank to temporarily over-
draw their accounts with it
even with a penal interest,
which it used to do in the past,
Bangladesh Bank even does not
allow banks to issue any
cheques or make payments
against any remittance through

its branches. The commercial
banks are not allowed to make
any payment to another bank
against any anticipated re-
ceipts even with 'same day
value, they said.

The bankers were of the
view thal the central bank
should allow banks to overdraw
their accounts up to a certain
level which may be prede-
termined. To ease the market
they can consider allowing re
discount facilities to the na-
tionalised commercial banks
s0 that all banks do not seek
the facility at the same time
and crisis dees not crop up
suddenly.

Deployment of
army during
polls suggested

S‘Peake.rs at a conventicn at
the Jatiya Press Club yesterday
suggested deployment of army
during the coming election 10
ensure free and fair polls, re-
ports UNB.

It also suggested measures
for preventing loan defaulters
from participating in the elec-
tion.

National Democratic Foun-
dation organised the 'Nagorik
Convention' which was parti-
cipated by former Vice-
Chancellor of Dhaka University
Dr Maniruzzaman Mian, former
Vice-Chancellor of Jahangirn-
agar University Dr Kazi Saleh
Ahmed, Dr KM Mohsin, Dr
Osman Haider, former Amb-
assador Rezaul Karim and joint
editor of the Dainik Dinkal
Syed Zafar. Foundation Presi-

dent and former JCD presi-
dent Asaduzzaman ipon
presided,

UNCTAD forecast
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exports are being further
eroded through increased

competition from the non-LDC
exporters and by the increased
use of substitutes for raw ma-
terials.

The concentration of pri-
vate capital in regional trade
areas, whichgcomprise mostly
the developed countries and
the more dynamic developin
countries, has intensified wit
the LDCs facing even greater
difficulties in attracting FDI,
the UN body says.

"The long-term opportuni-
ties of the UR notwithstand-
ing. some of its agreements
pose a number of potential

roblems for LDCs in the short
erm, including preference
erosion. tariff escalation and
higher food-import costs."

The fact that increased
competition in global markets
poses dangers for LDC
economies reflects the very
weak supply of capacities in
these countries. says the
UNCTAD 1996 Report, the
12th such issue focusing on
the key development issues
confronting the S.

As it is pin
portunities and dangers of in-
creased global integration in
the post GATT-era, the UNC-
TAD observes a more signifi-
cant policy response from the
LDCs to the globalization pro-
cess.

The report says, globaliza-
tion has boosted the premium
on good economy policies and
exacerbated the repercussions
of inappropriate policies, as
evidenced by Mexico's
financial crisis in late 1994,

The increasingly competi-
tive nature of the world econ-
omy, it says, has diminished
the latitude that governments
may have orice. had Lo pursue
inappropriate policies, such as
overvalued exchange rates,
without inflicting serious dam-
age on their economies.

And now, the focus of eco-

nomic policies is increasingly
shifting away from direct gov-
ernment intervention in mar-
kets and participation in pro-
duction and trade, towards the
creation of enabling environ-
ment for the private sector
and ‘efficient operation of mar-
ket economy. the UNCTAD

says.
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Tribulations of Parents at
School Premises

come back. Her mother,
therefore, bears with fortitude
the daily grind of taking her
daughter to school. Because of
the distance and the high cost
of conveyance involved, she
cannot allord multi lrips to
and from her aughter's
school Hence the need for
her to keep wvigil outside the
school precincts till the end of
the school hours of her
daughter. A similar story was
told by one Mrs. Alm who
lives at Khilgaon She comes
with her minor son reading at
a school at Nilkhet

School buses are nowadays
operated by some school au-
thorities That provides some
sense of security to the
Buardians of the students using
such bus service But that sys

tem is limited in use Hence
the worry of guardians for
their minor school going

warrls is understandable

Lately, a crop of private
schools, particularly so-called
kindergarten schools for small
children have come up in most
localities. But.  regrettably. in
most cases such schools are

housed within  Hmited space
which precludes the provision
ol tactlity for the puardians
who are required to wait for
their wards, It is however,
lelt by observers that the
schools in the city. both in the
public and private seciors,
should given serious consider

ation to the question of provi
sion ol [flacliily lor waiting
guardians. Al present it is seen
that some schools provide
sonie benches under the open
sky outside the school
premises  lor the waiting

guardians 1 the midst of a
crowd ol waiting rickshaws
and cars. Such practice does
not seem  to be in good taste
and certainly not conducive to
the dignity of the waiting
guardians. most of whom be-
long 1o the fair sex.

Raushan fails
to meet Ershad
in jail

The family members of
former President Hussain
Muhammad Ershad including
his wife Raushan Ershad ves-
terday fajled to meel him in

Dhaka Central Jail. his counsel
said. reports BSS

Raushan Ershad, their two
children and Ershad's two sis-
ters were to meet Ershad un-
der prior permission of the

jail authorities. Bul a deadlock

developed when members of
Ershad were told that the in-
terview will be held through

intercom.

Begum Raushan Ershad de-
clined to talk to her husband
ovel phone (intercom] instead

of meeting him in person,
Yusuf Hoessain Humavun
Ershads counsel said 1n a

press release.

The jail authorities made

efforts to arrange interview as-

demanded by Begum Raushan
Ershad. but failed as permis-
sion from the executive
authority of the state could not
be procured, the press release
added.

The interviewees then
moved o the residence of the
Chief Adviser and sought
permission to see him They
were told that there could not
be any meeting with the Chiel

Adviser without prior ar-
rangement.
Begum Rokeya Rahman,

Ershad's sister said that they
came to know that the condi-
tion of his brother has deterio-
rated in jail, the press release
said. She said that efforts to
meet her brother would con-
tinue.

Humayun informed that
Ershad who fasting from
Monday night, is now taking
only liquid and was unable to
move from bed.

Begum Raushan Ershad and
Jatiya Party leaders observed a
seven-hour token hunger
strike on Thursday demanding
Ershad'’s release.

Prayer for
Dudayev

The heroic contributions
and supreme sacrifice of
Chechen leader Dzhokhar
Dudayev for the cause of the
independence of Chechniya
were recalled at the Jumma
prayers, at the national Baitul
Mokarram Mosque in the city
yesterday, reports BSS.

Leading the prayer, after
the Jumma congregation, the
Khatib of the mosque, Maulana
Obaidul Haque paid rich
tributes to the memory of
Dudayev for his role in realis-
ing the independence of
Chechniya from the clutches of
Russia

Earlier in a brief speech,

former chief of staff of
Bangladesh Army, Lt. Gen
{Retgl Nooruddin Khan gave a

resume of the courageous role
and bold leadership of Dudayev
for the causes of the emancipa-
tion of the oppressed
Chechen Muslims.

They observed that the
supreme sacrifices of Dudayev
would remain as a source of
inspiration for all freedom
loving people particularly in
Kashmir, Lebanon. and Bosnia.

i

clasp hands after

rrom ieil, Preswdent Boris Yeitsin o
Rakhmanov of Tajikistan, Nursultan Nazarba
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14 engaged in jobs

About 70 Jakh Bangladeshi

children. nearly one fifth of
the population under 14, are
engaged in a variety of jobs
ranging from agrnicultural farms
to chemical factories in viola

tion of both national and Inter

national conventions. a team
advocating children's right
claimed in Dhaka vyesterday.

reports BSS.
Leaders of the Liaison
Commitiee for Workers

International, the advocacy
group told a press conference

that around 30 per cent of
these child labourers are em
ployed in several hazardous

jobs like welding. vehicle re

pair and match f{actories.
Tolazzal Hussain. a trade

union leader and bureau mem-

ber of the committee. called
for crealing greater public
awareness about the health

hazards of the children — who
are being deprived of their
childhood due to the exploita-
tion of heartless greedy en:
Irepreneurs.

He said had the parents of
these children been employed.
there would have been no need
for them to look for job at a
time when they should be in
schools. He regretted that
large number of boys and girls
leave schools before finishing
primary level to take up job for
thetr livelihood,

Hussain said the factory
owners and entrepreneurs
employ children because they
can earm maximum profit from
child labour. 1t is easy to cheat
children and get them do dif-
ficult job without much com-

Bonus for garments

workers demanded

The Bangladesh Garments
Workers and Emplovers
Federation (BGWAEF) has

" warned that non-payvment of

Eid bonus and other dues to
garments workers will have
Serious consequences on the
country's lucrative ready-made
garments industry, says a press
release.

Al a meeting of its members
yesterday in the city. the
Federation's president, Abul
Hossain said that the workers
have been facing hardships due
to non-payment of wages in
some garments faclories for
the last three months,

He urged factory owners to
settle the workers dues, in-
cluding Eid bonuses, immedi-
ately to avoid a labour unrest
which will greatly harm gar-
ments production and exports.

Hossain called upon the
government and banks to bail-
out small and medium-sized
Earmems units through soft

The Federation president
also accused some political
parties of being indifterent to
the workers' plight, saying that
the workers were in dire
straits today because they had
responded to the call of those
parties during recent political
movements,

plaint. he said adding children
could be employed for long
hours in unhygienic condition.

Relerring to committere
members’ participation at the
international Independent tri
bunal against child labour and
bonded labour in Mexico City
last month he said the purpose
of the tribunal was to ascertain
who Is responsible for the pro
lileration of child labour
throughout the world Hussain
is one of the prosecutors to
Lhe tribunal

Rafilgunnabi. a renowned
cartoonist of the country and
creator ol Tokal (pickers in
slreet] was present at the
press conlerence He was one
of the ten judges at the three
day tnbunal which ended on
March 24.

Iigbal Majumder. coordina
tor of the committee and one
of the participants of the tri-
bunal, said Bangladesh is one
of the South Asian couniries
where exploitation of children
is most visible

BNP shameless
sycophant of
India: Jamaat

Prof Golam Azam. Ameer of
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh
yesterday called upon the peo-
ple to extend support to the
party in the coming elections
for establishing parliament
based on Muslim nationalism,
reports BSS.

He said independence is
the name of spirit and 'La
ilaha illallahu’ was the basis of
the independence of
Bangladesh.

Prof Azam was speaking as
the chief guest at a function
held at the Al-Falah auditorium
here under the aegis of Dhaka
city Jamaat. City ameer ATM
Azzarul Islam presided.

Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid, Advocate
Jashimuddin Sarkar spoke on
the occasion.

Criticising the BNP, he said
the party which is known as
the shameless sycophant of
India is now asking for voles
for safeguarding national inde-
pendence.

He said while in power they
could not realise a drop of wa-
ter from any rivers including
the Teesta. Surma, Ganges an
Farakka. He said the party
which is subservient to India,
would allow India to use the
Chittagong Port. give transit
facilities and supply gas to
India il goes to power once
again. 'So country's indepen-
dence is not safe at their
hand,” he said.

. Prof. Golam Azam said that
those who had come to power
through unconstitutional
means and later formed civil-
ian party are now shedding
crocodile tears for democracy.

f Kussia, Askar Akayev of Kyrgyzstan, Emomate
K18 . yev () Kazakhstan and Jiang Zemin of China
signing a regional security treaty in Shanghai yesterday

70 lakh children under-

— AFP/UNB photo

Russia, China, 3
central Asian
states sign
border treaty

SHANGHAI,

three central Astian republics
today signed a treaty almed at

ceremony carried live on state
television, reports Reuter

I{:lnﬂl the
istan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikist
an in the signing.

The live signed In the
Soviet -designed Shanghatl ex-
hibition centre  The treaty

stipulates that military forces
of the five neighbours do not
attack each other diplomats
saic

It also bans the countries
Irom conducting vmilitary exer
cises aimed against each other
and requires them to inform
cach other of the scope of ex-
ercises and set up friendly ties.

Border disputes between
the signatories, particularly
China and Russia. are long-
standing, but basic agreement
on demarcation of the Sino-
Russian border was [inally
reached in 1991

Salam
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tion Commission for extending
the time limit for registration
of voters for three times and

Commissioner during a meet-
'‘ng with the BNP leaders on
Alpril 21 informed that a total
of 30,000 eligible voters ap-
plied foe registration across
the country till that day.

‘Then how come 14,000
voters from a single city like
Khulna can get registration by-
passing the normal rules,” he
posed the question and alleged
that without physical verifica-
tion. some particular persons
were submitting 100 to 500
voters name each which was
totally against the ations.

He said that his party had
lodged formal complaints with
the Election Commission of-
fice of the respective areas for
cancelling the fake names
from the voters' lisf for ensur-
ing a neutral, free and fair
elections.

Replying to a question re-
garding the campaigning of
two mayors of Dhaﬂa and Chit-
lagong using the status of min-
ister and state minister, na-
tional flag and government ve-
hicles for party purposes. the
BNF secretary general said it
was totally unethical in the
context of the caretaker gov-
ernment’'s commitment for
holding a free and fair elec-
tions,

BNP Joint Secretary Gener-
als Abdullah Al Noman, Abdul
Mannan Buiyan.Vice Chairman
Tariqul Islam, Office Secret
Nazrul Islam Khan, lhsanul
Kabir assisted the BNP secre-

tary general,

Ersh
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"It is not the question of
serving the sentence. This will
depend on finding of the guilt
by the highest court," he
added. |

Another leading constitu-
tional expert. talking on condi-

tion of ann:grrmty put forward .
en

some prec ces from deci-
sions of the then East Pakistan
High Court and Indian Courts.
Clarifying he said, "there is
a decision of the then Hi
Court of East Pakistan to the
effect that filing of an appeal
against the conviction reopens
the entire matter and until the
appeal is disposed of the dis-
qualification on the ground of
conviction is not attracted.”
Comparing it with that of an
Indian court's dispensation, he
said there is a distinction be-
tween a candidate in an elec-
tion and a person who has al-
ready been elected.
Elaborating the Indian
court's dispensation he said. 'a
person who has already been
elected prior to conviction will
not be disqualified to remain
as a member of parliament. if
an appeal against such convic-
LtmE is pending.”
So far, with respect to a
candidate for election a con-
viction attracts disqualification

in India, even though appeal is

pending against such convic:
tion." he added.

Some officials in the Law
Ministry talking about the case
of Ershad said. "appeals against
all the orders of conviction
passed by the trial court were
duly filed in the higher courts
on his behalf."

"On several occasions ear-
lier, attempts were made to
unseat him from the Jatiya
Sangsad (JS), which, however,
failed ultimately as appeals on
his behalf were presented to
the higher court in due time.
said an official.

“The imprisonment which
he already suffered shall not be
counted as the appeal court set
aside the judgement passed by
the court below while in some
other case, the appeal is pend-
ing," pointed out some legal

experts.

A total of 18 law suits were
filed against Ershad. He was
awarded 13 years imprison-
ment in three separate cases.
These are: Money suit, Janata
Tower and Japanese boat pur-
chase case. :

in the arms case, Ershad
was given a sentence of 10

ars the trial court. He was

owever acquitted by the high
court in this case.

It is a practice with the trial

ad'’s candidature in polls

court 1o pass the sentence of
an accused in different cases
concurrently but in this case
the sentences have been pass-
ed consecutively, said Ershad's
legal counsel Khandaker
Mahbub Hossain. "This was
unusual,” he said.

Mahbub Hossain said, "even
if it is termed a case of moral
turpitude, it would not bar
Ershad [romm contesting elec-
tions as in all these case ap-
]:_J[rals are pending before the

igh Court.

If the High Court dismissed
the appeal the accused would
%ct the right to file appeal be-
ore the Appellate Division, of
the Supreme Court, said
Ershad's lawyer.

According to him he could
be unseated from the JS if it
was a case of moral turpitude.
This was not done considering
the pending appeals in the
High Court against those con-

18 and as such the matter

is subjudice.

Ershad was given a three
ear prison term.in 1992 in a
oney Suit. In 1993 he was

given another 7 years impris-
onment in the Janata Tower
case. In the Japanese boat pur-
chase case, he was given an-
other three years' imprison-
ment.

Apr 26 The
presidents of Russia, China and

reducing border tensions, in a

President Boris Yeltsin and
Chinese President Jiang Zemin
leaders of Kazak

He was critical of the Eht';-

said that the Chief Election

=

WASHINGTON, Apr 26: President Bill Clinton

tod

sighed into law a long-overdue budget for the current
year. ending a prolonged battle that twice caused government

shutdowns, the White House s:.id

White House spokesman

Mike McCurry said Clinton had also signed some wafvers

necessary to keep
bill } from taking

damaging environmental riders [ in the
effect.” reports Reuter

L
ISLAMABAD. Apr 26: Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto dismissed the political
threat posed by former cricket

| captain Imran Khan, newspa-

rs
uter
Benazir told reporters on

reported today. savs

her aircraft while returning
from a visit to Syria on Thurs-
day night that she welcomed
Imran s entry inte politics and

lhion Commission in

constituencies
Kashmir, where polls will be
held on May 30.

for
Ministry
Adviser.

caretaker
pedite the illegal arms recov-

sake of a congenial
sphere for the
and fair elections.

Mohiu
Rahman. Abdur Razzak., Amir
Hossain
Mohammad Selim,
others, attended the meeting.

was not afraid of it

Imran. who ralled the
launch of his Tehreek-e-Insaaf
[justice movemerit] on Thurs-
ay the beginning of the battle
against corruption and 4njus
tice, has not yvet announced
any plans to contest the next

LDF concerned
at EC's move

The central steering com
mittee of the Left Democratic
Front (LDF) at a merting in the
city vesterday expressed its
concern over what it said ini-
tiative of Tthe Election Commis
sion to delete the clause pro
hibiting the use of the places
of worship for election propa
Eanda from the code of con
fhict, reports BSS

The meeting said the Elec
its dralt
code of conduct incorporated a
clause prohibiting the use of
mosqgues  temples, churches
and other places of worship for
clection propaganda at a time

when the political parties were
:trm.mmmi prohibition on ex-
plotting religion and places of
worship lor election propa
ganda The Election Commis
sion took initiative to drop that
particular clause while finalis-
ing the code ol conduct suc
cumbing to the pressure ol
certain cormnmunal parties, the

meeting said

The meeting made it clear
that such a move of the Elec-
tion Commission would not be
acceptable to the le, ac-
cording to an LDF press re-
lease.

The meeting was of the
view that the provision permit-
Ling the use of the places ol
worship for election purpose
would make the role of the
caretaker government coniro-
versial in holding the election
freely and impartially.

Indian polls
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The four states which will
have partial Lok Sabha elec-
tions tomorrow are Tamil
Nadu (25 out of 39 seats).
Andhra (21 out of 42),
Karmmataka (17 out of 28) and
Rajasthan (15 out of 25 Lok

Sa seats).
The Cnnﬁfss which is the
country's ruling party and has

been in power for most of time
since India's independence in
1947, has field the maxi-
mum number of 529 candi-
dates and is contesting the

polls from all states except
Sikkim. It has made electoral
alliance with AIADMK in Tamil
Nadu and some other parties
in a few other places.

The pro-Hindu Bharativa

Janata Party (BJP) and the
communists with their social-
ist allies —' Samajwadi Party
and Janata Dal,
National Frent-Left Front (NF-
LF) are the two other aspirants

escribed as

for power.
he second and third
hase of voting on May 2-and

ay 7 will cover the rest of the
excepting

The counting of votes

pollec in the first and second
phases will b-tﬁin on Ma! 8,
except in Madhya Pradesh
where it will be taken up
gether with
third phase on May 9.

to-
the elections of

The unofficial results of the

elections are expected to be
available on May 10 while the

official results on Ma
Talking to a limited num
newsmen,
Commissioner M S Gill ex
pected a high rate of voter
lurn out in tomor
there has been re
publicity of elections. He, how-
ever, frankly admitted that the
campaign in
elections was at "low key" for
restrictions imposed on ex-
penditures ol candidates and

12.
r of
Election

's lls as
at media

India's current

arties. Gill was ho
uture elections wi

ful that
witness

little bit ufrculnur.

AL: Nomination
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The ALCWC meeting also

took a set of resolutions and
decisions regarding latest po-
litical situation. said a party
press release issued last night.

It reiterated the demand
placing the Defence
under the Chief

The meeting also urged the
overnment to ex-

drive and ensure neutrality
the administration for the
atmo-

olding of free

Farty leaders including

din Ahmad. Zillur

and Dr
among

Amu

I am not afraid
~ political threat : Benazir

/s

of Imran's

?gﬂ;amtary elections due in

A political needs at
least 109 (of the 217 -seat) Na-
tionial Assembly (lower house)
seats to form a government ®
the Daily News quoted Benazir
as saying. "But can lmran Khan
win so many seats in the elec-
tions?

Imran told a news confer-
ence on Thursday he would
furn his movement into a
political party after gauging
peopie s support for it

But for the moment he said
he would set up committees to
advise on improvement in ar-
cas including justice, human
rights. health had education.
crronomy youth affairs and job-
iessness, women's affairs and
the environment.

Benazir said lmran was wel-
come in polities ~ he
does not induige in ball-tam-
perinig. which the former fast
bowler admits he did once in
in English country cricket
match m 981

Fakistan People's Party
'FPF| and the main opposition
Fakistan Muslim League (PML)
of ex -prime minister Nawaz
Sharif do not perceive lmran's
movement as a threat to their
political standings. The Nation
newspaper said on Friday.

lmran said on Thursday he
Wi s l.—rum:hlnﬂ the movement
hecause he found Pakistan “on
the brink of disaster’ half a
century after its creation from
the partitbon of the Indian sub-
rontinent at independence
Ironm Britatin in 1947

We are dissatisfied with
politicians and the political
system and we are announcing
this movement to bring a
change,  he said. "Teday marks
the beginning of the battle
agalnst corruption and injus-
tice

Sher-e-Bangla
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sage. said the lat€ leader set a
unique example by freeing the
exploited farmers and tenants
from the clutches of
tamindar-mahajans' and by in-
troducing the Bengal Tenancy
Act and 'Rin Shalishi (debt
settlement) Board

"The people call him Sher-
e-Bangla (tiger of Be ) as a
mark of respect for his un-
compromising struggle against
the foreign rulers in achieving
the political rights of the toil-
ing masses.” he said.

In a separate mes . the
Chief Adviser described him as
a politician. who had real love
for the people and said the
nation will always remember
him with gratitude for his in-
valuable contributien in ex-
panding education., economic
emancipation of the poor
farmer — tenants and flourish-
ing democratic consciousness.

The proper way to show re-
spect to this great leader will
be to work devotedly for the
welfaré of the people. consoli-
dating democracy in the
country. he said.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina, in her message. paid
rich tributes to the memory of
Sher-e-Bangla. The party has
drawn up a programme to
place wreaths and offer fateha
at the mazar of the late leader
at 7-30 am.

On the occasion. Sher-e-

Bangla National Memorial
Council and Sher-e-
Jatiya Gabeshana Parishad will
place wreaths, hold milad
mahlil and Quran Khwani at his
IMAZAr.

A discussion mee will
also be held at his mazar
premise at 8 am today.

To mark the death amnniver-
sary, an audio cassette with
music on Sher-e-Bangla by
Poet Mohammad Abdul
Khaleque will be released after
the Eid.

Share prices
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ever, regretted the absence of
new shares and blamed the
Security Exchange
Comimission for not giving ap-
proval to new companies.

"No prospectus was pub-
lished in the last three month.
Those five companies which
have entered the market dur-
ing this period had been
commissioned earlier.” Imtiaz
said. )

He urged the SEC for ap-
proval of the new as
soon as possible so that the
market can boom er.

Trading su last week
because floor is going to be
closed for five ‘consecutive
dayvs in the next week due to
government helidays for Eid-ul
Azha, May day and Buddha
Purmima. a member of the DSE
said. He said, investors bought
a large number of shares ex-
pecting that the prices would
go up hurther when it reopens -
after about one week.

More than 12 lakh 69 thou-
sand shares and debentures
worth about Tk 30.39 crores
exchanged hands during the
past weelk.

The volume leaders of the
week were Beximeo Pharma

[1.96.450) Chirc Tex
(1.36.500), Reckit and Colman
(B9 450). BOC Bangladesh
(58.366) GQ Bal Pen
(26 . 590], Eastern Housing
(23.400)



