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Chirac Praises
President Jacq

PNC decision:

es Chirac Thursday called the Palestine

National Council's decision to revoke clauses from its charter
calling for the elimination of Israel an act of historic impor-

tance, AP reports from Paris.

In a letter Yo Yasser Arafat, the French president congrat-

ulated the Palestinian leader for his

in convincing the

Palestinian's Parliament-in-exile to adopt the decision.

Chernobyl

Holding candles Up to a warm

gathered near

anniversary of the world's

AP reports from Slavutich,
Chern

re

disaster day marked:
the Chernobyl nuclear plant to mark the 10th
worst nuclear disaster on Friday.

Ukraine.

might, tearful moumers

I's reactor No 4 exploded on April 26, 1986,

times as much ra

ation as the atomic bombs

dro on Hiroshima and Nagasaki combined It sent a

rad

Zh'ifinovskx
Zhiri

celebrated

novsky
hosky from s.rnunenl and s
Sturgeon . of course. Zl‘un:gr.iy
Vodka and Zhirinovsky mineral water,

with the ultranationalist lawmaker
and his Liberal Democratic Party faction staying away

Moscow.
The celebrations

cloud acgoss Europe and contaminated millions of

turns 50 : viadiour
50th birthday Thursday by playing

a lavish buffet of Caviar.
cham e. Zhirinovsky
reports from

from

Thursday's Etﬂm session to wine and dine at party's of-
ﬂct:mt.ﬁc te Duma building.

Kim Jo

Reclusive North

Il visits m:]i?m:y unit :

orean leader Kim Jong

l, k up his

ping

increased visibility. visited a front-line military unit, the
communist country's official media reported Friday +AP re-

ports from Seoul.

The visit Thursday came at a time of increased tension

along the heavil
million troops

fortified Korean border where nearly 2
both Koreas remain on heightened alert

6 killed in J ese Elﬂne crash:
A small aircraft crashed and burst into Tlames at an airport in

northermm Japan F:1du1\_r killing all six people aboard. police
from To : ;

said, AP

The aircraft crashed at the northern end of the Kushiro

airport and burst into flames,

which were extinguished by

airport fire trucks about 15 minutes later, a local police

spokesman said.

International

Forces advancing deep into LTTE-held areas

Lankan troops kill 40 more

Tigers in latest offensive

COLOMBO, Apr 26
Lankan troops

. Sri
killed 40 Tamil
guerillas, bri the number
of rebels killed in the mili-
tary's latest offensive launched
a week ago to 200, the De
lence Ministry said today. re-
ports Reuter

The rebels were killed on
Thursday during a clash which
left four soldiers dead and 11
wounded, the ministry said in
a statement.

The Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) rebels are
fighting for independence in
the island's north and east

Thousands of Tamil civil
lansy, who were forced to flee
their homes before a military
offensive in Jaffna's Valikamiam
district last December. were
returning to their homes, the
military said

The military launched
eration Riviresa Il last Friday
in an attempt to drive the
rebels from their northern
Jaffna Peninsula stronghold

Troops backed by tanks, ar-
tillery and air support have
been advancing on the dis-
tricts of Vadamarachchi and

' Tenmaradchi on the peninsula.

. Troops having resumed
their advance came across en-
emy resistance around noon on
April 25.7 the statement said

Troops, backed by MI-24
helicopter gunships. overcame
the resistance and went on to
clear a large rebel camp com
plete with firing range. gren-
ade factory and small arms
repair workshop, it said

More than 50.000 people
have died in the rebels ]3-
YeAr war

Earlier report says, gy
Lankan troops pushed deep
into territory held by Tamil
guerillas in northern Sri Lanka
today amid rebel renewed re
sistance that left three soldiers
killed and 20 wounded, de-
fence sources said, reports
AFF

The separatist Liberation
Tigers' of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
put up a token fight as infantry
troops captured more ltr-.l.eﬂ-
cally important towns in the
Thenamacrichchi sector of the
Jaffna Peninsula the sources
said

The advance was resumed
on Thursday even as tens of
thousands of people poured
into areas security forces cap-
tured from the Tamil Tigers in
the insula.

e International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross [(ICRC)
has confirmed that about
250,000 people have already
crossed rebel lines and re-
turned to their homes in areas
now controlled by security
forces in Jaffna.

The LTTE is leading a pro-
tracted cam to establish
an inde t homeland in
the northern and eastern re-

ons where the two million
amil minority {is concen-
trated

JERUSALEM, Apr 26 The
United States appears to be
nearing an agreement to end
more than two weeks of fight
ing between Israel and
Hezbollah guerillas in Lebanon
but some tough issues remain
to be resolved, reports Reuter

US Secretary of State War
ren Christopher flew to Israel
early today from Damascus
after what his spokesman Ni
cholas Burns called a “very
productive meeting” with Syr
ian President Hafez Al-Assad

"We believe that we are
making steady progress in
these negotiations ﬁ[uwrwr
there are some issues that still
remain. Burns told rryortt-rs
on the piane bringing Christo-
pher to Israel

Burns said Assad had made
several suggestions about a US
drafted ceasefire accord which
would be put to lsraeli Prime
Minister éh:mnn Peres al a
meeting in Jerusalem this
morming.

T don’t know what the next
sleps are " said Burns

He described the unre
solved problems AN
challenging issues” which

were more than just negligi
ble” but did not spell out what
Lthey were

On Thursday, Israeli peace
negotiator Urit Savir said ef
forts to end the fighting were
nearing and end

Another report says: Israeli
jets, pguns and warships

US closer to agreement to end
Israel-Hezbollah fighting

pounded south Lebanon for the
16th day today UN officials and
secirity sources said

Warplanes fired rockets
into the villages of Ayteet and
Khirbet Stlim near the south-
ern port of Tyre, In the first
ralds since daybreak. the
solirces sakd

Warships Tired |18 shells in
thi'ee hours since 6.00 am
(0300 gmt) at the coast road
Irom Beirut to the south

LIN spokesman Timur Gok
sel sald Israell gunners opened
fire at dawn and poured scores
of shells into south Lebanon

They had flired 1.200 ar-
tillery rounds in the 24 hours
up to 6.00 am on Friday, Gok-
sels said .

Israel extends closure of WB, Gaza for 3 days

Labour Party drops opposition

claims 7 in Assam
NEW DELHI, 26  Seven
people were ki in election-
related violence during the f-
nal thrust of ca as
India prepared to vote in a
!tnf.;l election. news
said Friday, reports AP.
Separatist rebels shot and
killed a candidate of the gov-

erning Congress Party on
Thunﬁay con a seat in
the state assem in the

northeastern sate of Assam.
Four of his ards also
were killed by the rebels who
ambushed the candidate’'s car.
police said.

The rebels of the United
Liberation Front of Assam want
independence for their remote
tea- ng state and are op-
posed to Indian elections.

In Bhihar. a northern state
which has a reputation for
litical lawlessness. two p-uIlFt?_
cians were assassinated in sep-
arate attacks Thursday

The victims were activists
of the communist party and
the socialist Janata D
that heads the Bihar state gov-
ernment.

Officials blamed the Bihar
kilH on the Ranvir Sena, a
private army identified with
upper-caste landlords. The
militia was fn;'med two years
ago as part of a longstanding
war between upper and lower
castes Iin India's and
most underdeveloped state. -

«The deaths raised to 19 the
number of people killed in re-
cent weeks in litical vio-
lence. The casua tz toll in pre-
vious campaigns has been far
higher

2 policemen shot

dead in Karachi .

KARACHI, Pakistan., Apr 26
Two policemen were shot
dead in an attack by gunmen In
the troubled Malir district of
the port city of Karachi today.
ambulance officials said, re
poris RHeuter

They sajd ambulance volun
teers picked up bodies of po
lice constables Ishaq and Zafar
Hussain near a petrol pump In
Malir district, both were In
civillan clothes

Police confirmed the Inci
dent but gave no details.

It was the first or vio-
lent incident in Karachi after a
period ol relative calm in the
past few weeks. )

The government blames the
Mohajir Qaumi Movement
IMQ for most of the wvio-
lence in Karachi, where more
than 200 people have been
killed this year in political and
sectarian violence compared to
2,000 in 1995
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US actress Sharon Stone arrives to a movie theatre in
Beverly Hills, California on Wednesday for the premier of
the movie "The Last Dance.” Stone plays a convicted felon

about to be executed in the movie.

— AFP/UNB photo

Grand diamond for

L]

grand celebrations

BRUSSELS: The world's largest diamond. polished by

Belgian Gabi Tolkowsk
offered to the king of
throne, Tolkowsky

and weighing 545.7 carats, will be
afland to mark his 50 years on the
said on Thursday, reports Reuter.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej. the world's longest serving
monarch, will receive the “go jubilee” as a present from a
consortium of Thai business people who bought it from
Diamond Giant De Beers (Dbrj Pb. J) early this year.
Tolkowsky said.

Japan approves
closer military

TEL AVIV. Apr 26: Swiftly ster «the |sraeli-Palestinian  Party position: fhat the Golan
answering the PLO's decision peace process. {rozen since a Heights, captured from Syria
to end its call for Israel's de- series of suicide bombings by in 1967 and annexed in 1981,
Islamic militants in February

e to Palestinian state

the are essential to lsrael's secu-

e
g

A Shi'ite refugee woman and her children sit in the UN
base in Tyre on Thursday. Israel stepped-up air and
artillery attacks on the 15th day of its war against
Hezbollah. At least nine civilians were wounded in the
attacks. — AFP/UNB photo

T , siruction,

governing
Labour Party has abandgned its
long-standing opposition ta a
Palestinian state reports AP,

With its landmark vote,
Labour discarded what was
once a bedrock tenet and be-
came the first major party in
Israel to at least tacitly accept
the idea of an independent
Palestinian state, once un-
thinkable for most Israelis.

The move came a day after
the Palestine National Council
annulled clauses in the PLO
charter that called for Israel's
destruction.

The momentous exchange
of gestures is expected to bol-

and March killed 59 victims in
lsrael.

Yet lsrael still faces the
threat of attack from Muslim
extremist groups such as
Hezbollah, Islamic Jihad and
Hamas.

Prime Minister Shimon
Peres told about 1.000 Labour
Party delegates who had
assembled in Tel Aviv to vote
on the new platform that it
would help him "achieve a
comprehensive peace in the
Middle East” if he is re-elected
in May 29 balloting.

The new platform also
abandons another major Labour

rily. It says only that the
strategic plateau, which Syria
wants in excha for peace,
has political importance.”

Reuter adds: Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat praised
Israel's ruling Labour Party for
adopting a campaign platiorm
on Thursday that did not rule
out a Palestinian state.

Another Reuter report says.
the Israell army said on
Thursday it had extended for
three days the full closure it
im on the West Bank and
Gaza Strip for two Israeli holi-

ties with US

TOKYO. Apr 26: Japan's
Cabinet Friday approved mea-
sures to strengthen military
ties with US troops, 11 days
after Japan and the United
States signed a military tﬂ:g
eration L. reports .

The two nations concluded
a deal on ﬁ[;)ril 15 calling for
Japan's military to provide
transportation and other logis-
tical support for US forces in
peacekeeping and training op-
erations.

The so-called  Acquisition
and Cross-Servicing Agree-
ment, will cover 15 items
Japan would offer the US mili-
tary. such as food, water, fuel,

“They will offer the stone to the king and afterwards place

it in the royal sce

re.” he told Reuters.

It look Tolkowsky and his team of experts more than three

years to cut and

discovered in the
It was ba

coming the s present

The golden jubilee :ufpaucu the weigh

polish the 755 5-carat rough gem which was
remier mine in South
‘unnamed brown' but renamed after be-

rica

t 'nf the second

biggest diamond, the Cullinan (the great star of Africa). by 15

carats.

‘It's an amaz;lnﬁ diamond. It gives a 72 per cent
diamond usu

is very unusual.

eld which
a yield of maximum

40, 45 per cent from rough to polished but this was an
exceptional, stone. both in shape as in colour.” Tolkowsky

said.
He said he believed
had already

King Bhumibol knew of the
taken the diamond in his hand to bless it while

present and

some Thai religious leaders had also blessed the stone.

Rebels attack Russian convoy, 2 killed

New Chechen leader vows

clothing, spare parts and com-
ponents. transportation, repair

work and maintenance.
The government will soon

oo g

China, Russia pledge to
raise military exchanges

BELJING, Apr 26: China and
Russia pledged on Thursday to
increase military exchanges

but shru off fears of a re-
newed alliance, saying their
cooperation was not directed

against other countries, re-
ports Reuter.

The two countries would
step up friendly exchanges
between their armed forces
and increase cooperation on
the development of military
technology, Xinhua news
agency said.

Liu Huaging, vice-chairman
of China’s Central Military
Commission, and Russian First
Deputy Prime Minister Oleg
Soskovets emphasised that in-
creased military cooperation
was not directed against a
third nation or group of na-
tions, Xinhua said,

China is negotiating with
Russia to cut troops along both
sides of their border and
hopes to reach an agreement
as soon as possible, Xinhua
quoted Chinese President

Jiang Zemin as saying.

In talks with visiting Rus-
sian President Boris Yeltsin in
Beijing, Jiang said: "China is
not posing, and will not pose
in the future, any threat to
Russia.” Xinhua reported,

China and Russfa also
agreed to settle any dispute
over their 4 .300-km (2,700-
mile) border. according to a
joint statement signed by Jiang
and Yeltsin.

"The two sides agree to
continue their negotiations to
resolve in a fair and equitable
manner the remaining bound-
ary issues on which the two
sides are yet to reach agree-
ment," the document said.

Yeltsin. Jiang and leaders of
the former Soviet republics of
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan are to sign a treaty
in Shanghai on Friday

AFP adds: US officials
played down Thursday the sig-
nificance of a strategic part-
nership between China and
Russia

i 1 gt o e e
Wk S L

This 1962 file photo shows John F Kennedy,

Jr pl

aying with his mother's necklace at the

White House. The simulated Pearl Necklace worn by Jacqueline Kennedy while in residence
at the White House sold for USD 190,000 during the Sotheby's auction of the estate of
Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis on Thursday in New York. The auction is scheduled to take
place over a period of four days with nine separate sessions to accommodate 1,100 lots,

— AFP/UNB photo

Poor countries taking major brunt of natural

BONN. Apr 26: Developing
nations took the brunt nF 30
out of the 50 worst natural dis-
asters recorded worldwide last
year, and many of the victims
were the poorest people in
poor countries, reports [PS.

More than 90 per cent of
victims of cyclones, earth-
zfuakt:a and floods that ravaged

rica and Asia were the poor
of the developing world who
are most vulnerable to natural
disasters who hardly get any
compensation,
the rnal Akzente.
In a special issue on emer-
ency aid, the journal-pub-
ished every second month by
the autonomous German Age-
ncHnr Technical Cooperation
(GTZ), based in Eschborn near
Frankfurt Am Main-said insur-
ance companies increasingly
were considering
insurability of risks such as
disasters.

The reason: The number of

natural disasters increased

four times in the decade 1985-
in comparison to the

95

1960s. The damage they cau-

accoraing to-

the limits of

sed to the national economies

increased six times. That
conclusion was supported by
statistics collected by the

Munich-based 'Muenchener
Rueckversicherung', a glohal
reinsurance companies.

The damage caused by dis-
asters worldwide last year was
estimated at 65 billion US dol-
lar the Munich company itself
paid out US dollar lghlﬂ'lnn as
material compensation to vic-

tims. But the recipients were

only in the in
countries.

With the exception of Papua
New Guinea, where payments
were made out for 110 million
US dollar worth of insurance
coverage after the wvoleanic
geruption in Rabaul, developing
nations were conspicuous by
their exclusion from the lead-
ing insurance companies’
records, notes German eco-
nomic journalist Sabine Haupt.

In fact the countries of
Africa, Asia and Latin American
account for nnl¥ five per cent
of the volume of the insurance
premium of leading insurance

ustrialised

companies. This is not only
because the world's major in-
surance companies do not view
the poorer nations as a lucra-
tive market: better-off develop-
ing countries erect barriers
against them.

"They obviously do not re-
alise that the big ones in the
insurance sector have quite a
bit to offer for the protection
of the infrastructure and
eventually compensate dam-

ages caused by natural disas- .

ters,” said Haupt.

This view is backed by
Christian Brauner. disaster ex-
pert of the Swiss reinsurance
company Schweizer Rueckver-
sicherung, who says compen:
sation could indeed be decisive
for the developing countries
whose very economic survival

"is often at stake in the after-

math of cyclones, earthquakes
and floods.

Against this backdrop, Wolf
Otto Bauer, Executive Board
Member of the Munich Rein-
surance Company noted: "The
task of the private insurance

companies cannot be providing

submit to Parliament bills re-
vising the Self-Defense Forces
law that will enable stepped-up
Japanese military cooperation
with the US military, and an
approval of the ACSA, for final

approval, a Defence Agency of-
ficial said.

'BJP to be asked to
apologise for Babri

Mosque demolition'

NEW DELHI. Apr 26 : The
External Affairs Minister,
Pranab Mukherjee, today said
the Bharatiya Janata Part
(BJP) should be asked to apo
ogise for demolition of the
Babri Masjid in Ayodhya be-
cause it was responsible for
the act, reports :

Reacting to reports attribut-
ing to him statement that the
Congress might have commit-
ted some omissions with re-
gard to the demolition and was
not aﬁuuluglsing, Mukherjee
said the Congress has more
than once condemned the act.

to avenge Dudayev's death

MOSCOW, Apr 26 : The war
in Chechnya ground relent-
lessly on Thu y as the Che-
chens separatists’' new leader
vowed to avenge the death of
Dzhokhar Dudayev and fight on
for Chechnya's independence,
reports AP.

Zelimkhan Yandarbi ri-
led out |irem:c talks with Mos-
cow until Dudayev's death was
avenged and the culprits
found, Russian television said.
He said the rebels were
"prepared to continue the war
until Chechnya gains its free-
dom."

Russian warplanes, mean-
while continued their assault
on Shali. 25 kilometers (16
miles} southeast of the Che-
chen capital Grozny. Televi-

sion said Russian troops in the
mountains were fortifying their
ositions and security was
ng beefed up in the capital,
Russian forces claim to have
surrounded Chechen guerillas
in Shali. The Interfax news

agency said at least one woman
was ?illl:d and 29 people —
including two children — were
injured in the air raid.

Chechen fighters also kept
L?ﬂ their hit-and-run attacks
against Russian troops in
Grozny. news agencies said,
and there were reports of scat-
tered fighting elsewhere.

The death of Dudayev, the
guiding force of the separatist
movement, has created new
uncertainty in the 16-month
war. :

One likely intermediary in
eace talks between the
remlin and Chechen rebels

was wondering with whom he
should talk.

Reuter adds : Rebel fighters
attacked a Russian military
convoy in Chechnya, killing
two servicemen, wounding
seven and burning an ar-
moured vehicle. ITAR-Tass

news agency said today.

the cover for elementary dam-
ages such as floods, which hit
one and the same region regu-
larty " '

"Paradoxically,” said analyst
Haupt, "apparently risk cannot
be insured if it is calculable,
nor can it be insured if it is in-
calculable.” If floods in
BangladesH are expected regu-
larly, then the insurance
premium will be high. And if
they were considered com-
pletely unpredictable, insurers
will not like to share the risk,
she added,

The world's leading insur-
ance companies like the Mu-
nich Reinsurance had gathered
valuable data and analysed it.
This could help the vulnerable
countries to limit the damage
caused by natural disasters.

"On the avoidance of disas-
lers, there is ample knowledge
availlable, the liticians and
authorities just have to put that
into practice," confirmed
Anselm Smolka, disaster re-
searcher at the Muenchener
Rueckversicherung.

The company is directly in-

volved in most of the develop-
Ing nations, in that it takes
away the risk from local insur-
ers. Its geological expertis have
recently given valuable advice
to the authorities in Vietnam
and Colombia.

Another case in point how
sharing of knowledge on disas-
ter can be helpful, said Haupt,
was Bangladesh. A cyclone
there on April 30, 1991 took
toll on 133,000 coastal inhabi-
tants. However, by the time
the next cyclone came in May
1994, an early warning system
was In place, Some 500, 000
people were evacuyated, and
the number who died was a
relatively low 130.

Not every ravaging flood,
earthquake or cyclone is
unavoidable however. Quite
often the natural disasters are
man-made. The biggest con-
cern of disaster researchers is
the rapid warming of the
earth. .

For the Munich reinsurance
com s disaster researcher
Gerhard Berz, there is no
question at all that the warm-

disasters

ing of the earth atmosphere
and the oceans causes cy-
clones, floods and earthquakes.

Precisely this makes North-
South cooperation indispens-
able, said Johannes Seifen. a
spokesman of the GTZ. Rela-
tively small-scale assistance in
setting uE insurance compa-
nies can help stabilise the de-
veloping country economies.

"Our idea is to introduce
crop Insurance in Morocco.”
added Seifen, and thus relieve
the state-owned agricultural
credit institute, Caisse Na-
tionale De Credit Agricole
(CNCA). of having to virtually
write off credits to farmers
faced with crop failures.

In fact, leading insurance
companies such as the AlHanz-
mosily active in the technical
field — are also beginning to
make their inroads into the

owth markets of South-East
Asia. They are involved in
large-scale projects like the
Hong Kong alrport, the Xi-
alolangdi Dam in China and

several big power plant pro-y\J

jects in the region.

Tribunal won't release

Bosnian Croat general

Muslim-Croat Federation
to create jt police force

BONN. Apr 26 : Leaders of
Bosnia's Muslim-Croat Federa-
tion agreed on Thursday to
create a joint police force and
sel up a network of human
rights monitors in a deal th
sald boosted the credibility o
their shaky alliance, reports
Reuter

'l think we have moved a
ood way forward down a dif-
icult road,” German Foreign
Minister Klaus Kinkel, who
hosted talks between the lead-
ers in Bonn, sald after the
meeting held at the Peterberg
CGiovernment Guest House.

Senior officlals from the
United States. the United Na-
tions. Croatia and Bosnia were
also present

e agreement covered a
ranﬁr of subjects. but officials
highlighted decisions to
launch a sweeping organisa-
tion of the federation's police
force and to put human rights
monitors in each cantokin.

The accord seecks to over
haul the federation's police by

margin  rival unns.  putting
them in neutral grey uniforms
and cut their overall number
by around half, officials said.

Michael Steiner. a German
diplomat helping oversee the
reconstructions of Bosnia's
civilian soclety, said the con-
cept lets NATO-led peace-
keeping troops working with
international police arrest any-
one who violates the police ac-
cord =

Federation leaders vowed to
make the accord stick, unlike
other agreements that have
quickly broken

AP adds : The Yugoslav war '
crimes tribunal Thursdayv re-
fused to reiease a top Bosnian
Croat general. saying he might
never return for trial and could
threaten witnesses if freed.

Gen. Tithomir Blaskic. who
had turned himself in to the
[UN court to clear his name,
had a led to be freed from
pretrial detention so he could
return to his sick wife,



