leaders of Prajatantrer Kar-
makarta Samannaya Parighad
(coordination council of the
officials of the yester-
day called upon all political
parties to refrain from en-
couraging government officials
in getting involved in party
politics, reports BSS.

The parishad leaders in a
oint statement said "We firml
Leiin-e that all categories of ol-
ficers and employees of the

republic instead ol expressing
allegiance to any political party
should wholeheartedly cooper-
ate with the (non-party) care-
taker government to ensure
holding of free and fair elec-
tions in an atmosphere free
from terrorism.”

Expressing its concern to
the reporied difficulties faced
by the caretaker government
in maintaining non-partisan

and neutral character, u-
larly in the recovery of illegal
arms for neutral elec-

tion, the leaders said they
would soon launch a country-

Shops, travel
agency offices
gutted in city

By Staff Correspondent

A fire partially damaged
some shops and travel agency
offices in Motijheel commer-
cial area in the city yesterday

mor :
The fire originated from an

electric short-circuit report-
edly in an office of a travel
agency and spread to the adja-
cent rooms which houses
three offices of other travel

encies and two stationery
shops, fire service sources
said.

The affected office rooms
are located near the WAPDA
building at Motijheel. police

sources said.
Two vehicles of the Fire

Brigade took around half an
hour to extinguish the fire, the
sources added.

"The extent of damage could
not be known immediately.

Fertiliser seized
in Nabigan;:
3 arrested

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 25: Two hun-
dred bags of urea fertiliser al-
lotted for the agricultural re-
habilitation programme were
seized and seven persons were
injured at Nabiganj thana
headquarters when the fer-
tiliser bags were being smug-
%ﬂd into the black market to-

The thana Nirbahi Officer of
Nabiganj of Habiganj district,
on getting information, seized
five pushcarts carrying 36 bags
of urea fertiliser while these
were being sent to the black
market from the thana Agri-
culture Office this morring.

He also r:auﬁht the five per-
sons pulling the carts. Based
on their confessional state-
ment, the TNO alo th a po-
lice aﬂg went to the godown
of IsEan er Ali and Babul Roy,
Manager of Chitta Ranjan Roy.
‘two fertilizer businessmen in
the bazar and seized 164 bags
of fertiliser from there. €
thana Agriculture Officer, Na-
resh Chandra Pramanik and
the two businessmen were also
arrested,

Ae
in this

Imran Khan
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politicians and the political
tem and we are announcing

has been registered
ection.

this movement to bring a
change.” he said. "Today marks
the beginning of the battle

st corruption and injus-
tice." he added.

Imran, 43, who retired
from cricket after lﬂading
Pakistan to victory in the 199
World Cup and built a cancer
hospital in his mother's mem-
ory in Lahore from donations,
acknowledged that he had no
experience in politics.

'US Visa Centre
not US govt body'

The Embassy of the United
States of America has received
many inquiries from citizens of
Bangladesh regarding the "US
Visa Center” and its offer to
assist people with the Diversity
Visa Programme. The US Visa
Center charges a fee ranging
from 850 to 8125 for its ser-
vices, says a USIS press re-
lease.

The Embassy wishes to

make clear that the "US Visa

Center” is a private company
and has no connection whatso-
ever to the US government. It
should not be confused with
the National Center, a visa
Em{:tsuing faecility established

y the Department of State and
located in the state of New
Hamshire,

Reading promotional letters
from the I}Tﬁh Visa Center,”
SOME peo ave mistake
nr:«:mur:.l4|.1~|r.11=|:1:I they have h:t:nl:fq
visa lottery "winners." Actually
the p of the letter is to
solicit business clients for the
"US Visa Center” which will
file an application for the lot-
tery on the client's behalf for
the fee.

Information on the

Visa Lottery is distributed hy:

the Embassy through the local
media, and anyone may

for the programme at no
charge. There is no need to go
through the "US Visa Center”
or any other service to make
the application.

The stration period for
DV-97 on March 12 and
no further applications will be

for this year. No date

has set for DV-98 regis-

tration.

to factlit
caretaker
chargin

government by dis
its res sibilities
inde tly and impartially.
Referring to a recent mee-
ting between six Prokrichi
Injcrl and BNP Secret Ge-
neral Abdus Salam Talukdar.
the statement ex Sur-
rise that those who have
aunched a tirade against offi-
cers and emplo of the re-
public since March 31, are
now encour the officials
and the republic

to express solidarity with the

Iiu::nl party. "This is illﬁ.
the statement added. e
statement said this type of dual
icy would hamper the hold-
of election by caretaker
~ to th

The signatories to e
statement gnrnu: Dr. Mohiuddin

Khan . vice president,
BCS Cadre Association,
Eng. Md. Abul Kashem. vice

president Engineers’ Institu-
tion. Dr. Kazi Shahidul Alam.
SecC ral, B
Medical Association and Dr.
MA Razzak, secretary
Krishibid Institution.
also joint convenors o
s8.

EC committee to
handle media
and publicity

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday formed a 10-
member steering commitiee
to implement matters related
to the media and publicity
during the coming general
elections, EC sources said.

The committee, known as
the Media and Publicity Stee-
ring Committee for the June
1996 Parliamentary Elections,
is headed by the Joint Sec-
retary, Administration of the
EC Secretariat, A Mannan, as
its convenor.

Members include two offi-
cials fromm the BTV. two from
the Bangladesh Radio, one
from the Directorate of Film
and Publications, one from
BSS. one from the Department
of Mass Communication, one
from the PID and one from the
External Publicity Wing.

"The task of this committee
would be to implement deci-
sions made at the EC level in
relation to use of the media
and publicity for the June -
liamentary elections,” said an
EC source.

are
the

Sundarbans

From Page 1

| this correspondent today.

This part of the dungh: is
known as "Katakhuli, a fire-
rone area, located 6 km awaiy
E‘crrn the Chandpai Forest Of-
fice. The fire broke out on
April 10 and was brought un-

der control after three days.

As it was a rare incident
rumors spread in the area that
the fire was across the
5570 sgkm of the world's
largest m rove forest, cov-
ered with valuable Sundari and
Pashur trees and home of the
Royal Bengal Tiger.

Forest officials suspect that
the fire might have originated
from honey collectors who
often use gre to collect honey

from small bee hives in the
area.

Katakhuli is located near a
dried up river in the forest.

“The actual splendour of the
Sundarbans is not available in
this part of the forest. There-
fore. the fire did not harm the
valuable trees," said Deputy
Conservator Mosharraf Hos-
sain, who also heads a three-
member committee to probe

the fire incident.
Some 100 workers and

about 60 employees of the
Forest Department with the

help of the local ple extin-
guished the fire, he said.

BNP protests

From Page 1
the city.

"The present government is

far away from reality if it in-
tends to hold a free and fair
election with the help of civil
servants who spoke from the
dais of a political party and
Lﬁincd ‘procession under the
anner of that party.” he said.
How can neutralit
pected from such o
questioned. |
Criticisin

be ex-
cials? he

the on-going
transfers an stings of-gov-
ernment officials, Salam
Talukdar claimed that there
was instance of transfer of a
overnment official only 10
ays after he was posted and
sald such action had already
destabilised administration.
“The Chief Adviser must
consider the neutrality of an
official before postin
l-tey-Poaitinn in the administra-
tion,” he asserted.
The BNP Secretary General
also said that leaders of Islami
Shasantantra Andolan and

some other Islamic parties

met the BNP Chairperson at
the party office yesterday noon
and expressed their willing-
ness to work with BNP in l:ﬁ:
coming general elections.
When his attention was
drawn to a 8§ report yes-
terday that BNP's attempt to
unite the nationalist forces had
failed, Talukdar said "The na-
tionalist forces were meeting
us every da

opinions with us. The process

unity is going to succeed.”

The B is awaiting an-
nouncement of the election
schedule to start its election
activities, he told another
questioner,

As regards recovery of ille-
gal arms, he said the drive will

succeed provided neutrality
of the authorities, concerned
is maintained strictly.
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Preparations for a sacrificial cattle market in the aty yesterday.

Cattle markets

From Page |

80,000 for each of them. He
bargained at the Tk 20,000
25,000 range. but the seller
nodded his head in rejection.

As the buyer and the seller
were approached by this cor-
respondent separately, the
buyer said, "I am just taking a
note of the market mood to-
day, | will buy later.” In a simi-
lar tone the seller also said
that he would stick to de
manding a highprice till the
last day of trading. "There 18 no
hurry”. said the seller.

Visiting some cattle mar
kets and talking to a number ol
sellers. this correspondent got

an impression that the price
position of this year's Eid cat-
tle market would not settle

down until today when more
supply of cattlehead from re-
mote areas are expected.

China,Russia sign

jt communique

BEILJING, Apr 25: China and
Russia signed loday a joint
communique on a strategic
partnership as well as 11 gov-
ernment agreements and two
accords at the ministerial
level, reports Reuter.

A keynole treaty between
Russia, China and the three
former Soviet republics of
Tajikistan. Kyrgyzstan and
Kazakhstan on confidence-
building and securily measures
along their common borders

will signed in Shanghai on
Friday.
KU closed
From Page |
figy of the Vice Chancellor in

front of Press Club at noon and
demanded his immediate re-
moval.

They also declared seven
teachers of the varsity as per:
sona non grata and decided to
boycott classes and all
examinations until the disci-
plinary actions against all 13
students was withdrawn.

Meanwhile. a huge contin-
gent of police was deployed
around the residence of the
Vice-Chancellor and at some
strategic points of the varsity.

Gunfight leaves
11 injured 1n
Maheshkhali

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 25:
Eleven people, eight of them
women, received bullet in-
juries in a gunfight between
two rival groups at Kutubjhoom
village under Maheshkhali
thana here this morning.

The two rival groups
equipped with fire arms
traded gunshots {or about an
hour from around‘\l10 am over
occupation of a/ grogery shop in
the village, : ‘

Accordin

lagers, one asha had
previous enm one Md
Ali o over lak-

ing he \shop
a lice
visi r the in-
cident sls were
made
ts. Shahed,
22, Nur Aiyeshd, /25, Banu, 35

and Sufia Khatun, 50. were
rushed to Cox's Bazar Sadar
Hospital while the other in-
_L:.;red were admitted to the

aheshkhali thana health
complex.

— Star photo

From Page |
quested them to clarify their
position in this regard to the

people.

He called upon the con
scious citizens of the country
to bulld up a social movement
to encourage the political
leaders in nominating good

candidates for the election

Violence and armed con
flicts in the society have taken
a disastrous turn, he said
adding tha! terrorism will have
to be tackled with experience
and training of the law en
forcers

Relerring to the
cedented unanimity of the
political parties about illegal
arms recovery. he said the
administrators should apply
their knowledge and experi
ence 1N eradicaling arms from
the society

'‘People will hold the ad
minisirators as nattonal heroes
if they f{ree the country [rom
terrorism before the end of
Bangla month of Baishakh ™ he
said

He said the main responsi-
bility of the administration,
which is run by the tax payers
money, is to ensure law and
order in the country °‘If the
administration flails to make
the tax-paver's life free of ler
rorism. fear and anxiety why
they will maintain such an ad
ministration *

Said Rahman: "The care-
taker government wants lo
prove it clearly. the adminis
tration is the friend ol the law
abiders and only the friend ol
law-abiders. Those who wall
violate the law will not get in-
dulgence and favour from the
government.'

He also made it clear that
the executive powers of the
present governinent are abso-
lute and unquestionable i car-
rving out the objectives ol the
interim administration

The pgovernment has full
authority to engage necessarv
manpower . including assets ol
the republic and  security
forces to assist the Election
Commission in helding a fair
and neutral elecuon. he said

Referring ty the Special
Powers Act, Rahman said the
Law Ministry would provide
necessary direcltives to the
civil and police administration
to prevent abuse of the Act,

He asked them to take spe-
cial care in ensuring that no-
body is unnecessarily harassed
for enforcement of this Act

Reminding the DCs and 5Ps
of their duties inn creating a
congenial atmosphere for the
election. the Chief Adviser said
the nation expect the field-
level administrators to play a
positive and strong role in

conducting the election in a
fair and neutral manner.

Termming the next election
as a “mlestone”, he asked the
officials to contribute to build-
ing a foundation of peace and
justice in the country. "Don’t
suffer from unnecessary anxi-
ety over which political party
will win (the election) and
what will be its impact on
you.”

Referring to the recent
changes in the administration,
he said the government has
brought about the changes
after a thorough scrutiny. "It
will not be fair to impose any
lault or credit on the past gov-
ernment or any government
officials for the changes. This
is not a rectification process, it
is not to undermine anybody.”

unpre

_bhief Adviser warns

he said

‘Any new governmen! has
lo bring about some changes in
the administration. Any new
government, particularly the
non-party caretaker govern-
ment, should have a new out-
look The administration of the
caretaker government would
be different — this is the asp
ration of _all the people ”

The Chiel Adviser said all
the posts of the administration
have been created for the ne
cessity of the state and there is
1o reason (o leel that one has
been transferred from one
ost o another equivalent post
alling victim to punitive ac

tll:rr

le called upon the ollicials
who have been translerred or
would be transferred in neas
future, to discharge their du
ties sincerely and play thetr
respective role for creating a
congenial atmosphere lor the
election day

Assuring lull cooperation
from the government, the
(" hief Adviser said no action
would be taken for any unwill
g fault. But, he added, strict
measures would surely be
taken in case of biased acts or
willful mistakes.

Directing the olficials to
save the vicums of oppression
from the oppressors, Rahman
said any punishment through
arbitration would be dealt with
severely.

He Frirrred to the village
arbitration on smaill problems
and disputes and said socially
lmportant persons can con-
tribute towards malptenance
of peace but cautioned that any
punishment by such 'salish’ has
to be checked because it is the
court and the court alone that
can hand out punishment

He also instructed the offi-
cials to curb violence against
women: who make up 48 per
cent of the voters. particularly
by any subordinate employee

The Chiel Adviser also
asked the administrators to
ensure peace and securnity of
the minority community,
indigenous people and tribals
during the election and post-
election period.

Referring to the govern-
ment s commitment to main-
tain democracy and rule of law,
he said patience and tolerance
at the highest order were
rieeded to continue the rule of

law in a democratic environ-
ment and sustainable devel-
opiment,

He hoped the next elected
government would take steps
to separate the judiciary from
executive and carry out re-
forms in the legal structure to
ensure rule of law.

The Chief Adviser pointed
out that most of the people in
the country were living in an
absolute poverty. The govern-
ment officials and emplovees
who pget a fixed amount lrom
the exchequer will put their
best effort to ensure a peaceful
life for this poor. but laborious
people, he said.

Deputy Commissioners and
Superintendents of Police
[rom all over the country at-
tended the meeting.

Advisers, Cabinet Secretary,
Principal Secretary to the
Chief Adviser, secretaries con-
cerned, Director General of
BDR. Director General of
Ansar-VDF, Inspector General
of Police, divisional commis-
sioners and range deputy in-
spector generals were present.

Later, the Chief Adviser had
an open discussion with the
officials.
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could not be held if Ershad

Hasina offers

prayer in Medina

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh -
Hasina sought Allah's blessings

for continuous

peace, progress
and prosperity of the country.
as well as
the world community during

» Ba

her prayer in Medina yester-

Sheikh Hasina now on a
to Saudi Arabia.

pligrimage tri
offered nafal prayer at holy
‘Mashjide Qibla’. a mosque in

Medina built by the prophet of

Mohammad
says a party

Islam. Hazrat
(SM:) himself
press release
She also offered munajat at
the grave of Hazrat Ammer
Hamja (R:) in Medina prior to
her returnm to Jeddah .
Her younger sister Sheikh
Rehana, aunts Khadiza Hussain
and Rizia Naser, cousins Abul
Hasnat Abdullah and Firoja Be-
gum and president of Medina
unit of Bangabandhu Parishad
Khandaker Abdul Gaffar were,

among others. who acco-
mpanied the AL chiefl in
Medina

Atmosphere for
fair polls yet to

be created: Kamal
MUNSHIGANJ. Apr 25 CGa

no Forum chief Kamal
Hosain today said despite the
formation of the caretaker

govermmment a congenial atmo-
sphere for election is yet to be
created as the law and order
situation is still grave, reports
HSS

Addressing a public rally at
Jubilee Field here he called

upan the caretaker govern
menl to strengthen its drive to
recover |llegal weapons and
take stern actions against the
cadre lorces of the political
parties to uphold the morale
of the people

Dr Kamal sajd the Interim
government must set up an ex
ample in lmplrmrntﬁll the
lawn related (o loan defaulters

and checking expenditure in

clections campaign by keeping
it within Taka three lakh lmit.

He expressed his all out
confidence on the caretaker
government and urged it to
ensure neutrality in the gov-
ernment controlled media.

Gano Forum leaders Advo-
cate Zahirul Islam, Saifuddin
Ahmed Manik, Samar Ghose,
Kazi Afsaruddin, Shahiduzza-
man Shahid, Shafiqul Islam
and Dr Rafiqul Islam also
spoke on the occasion while
Gane Forum Munshigonj Dis-
irict Unit President Moha-
mmad Hossain Babul was in
Lthe chair

Jatiya Party

From Page 1

was not [reed. "Release sick
Ershad on parole for his
proper treatment outside jail
without any delay.” he urged
the caretaker government.

He asked that while leaders
of all political parties would

articipate in electioneering
or the coming polls, why Er-
shad would not be allowed to
do so.

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
hury said the aim of their pre-
sent movement was to release
Ershad from the prison and
create a congenial atmosphere
for the elections through umnit-
ing the nationalist forces.

He expressed the hope that
the Jatiya Party would form the
next government by glctllng
the mandate of the people.

Chowdhury alleged that the
BNF government in the past
had sent Ershad to jail by
constituting cases against him
with vindictiveness. He said if
the caretaker government
keeps the trend then it would
lose its neutrality.

Among others. Rau-
shan Ershad. Moudud Ahmed,
Col (retd)] MA Malek, Sardar
Amjad Hossain, Syeda Razia
Fayez. and JAGPA chief Shafiul
Alam Prodhan spoke on the
ocCasion.

Begum Ershad appealed to
her jailed husband to break the
hunger strike. "I on behalf of
the Jativa Party and the family
appeal to him to break his
strike in view of his deteriorat-
ing health,” she added.

She said the party was not
demanding unconditional re-
lease of the former president,

she said: "We will ¢ on with
the cases framed against him."
adding "we want his release

before the holy Eid-ul Azha.”

Govt borrowing |

specify
will be dropped in the old
documents, which committed
the PLO to an "armed struggle

this
Department spokesman Glyu
Dav.p-ies said at a briefing while
the council was voting.
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GUWAHATI,
including a Congress candidate. contesting
the state assembly in the northeasiern state of Assam today.
police officials said. Assam is one of the six states where
assembly elections are simultaneously being held with the
general election, reports Reuter

10 held for setting
fire to village
in Gazarna
i TE['IIHEHIGW. Apr 25 So

been arrested on charge of set-

ti fire to 1 r village
under Gazaria e station.
reports BSS.

Among the arrested per-
sons. two miscreants.
inclhadi the gang leader

Majibur Rahman Khan were

‘on information. po-

lice raided the government of-

ficers’ quarters at Munshiganj
and arrested the miscreants

from the roof of a four storey
gul Cing. Tih= other miscreant
was identified as Golam Sarwar

Mintu. son of late Hatem Ali of

Kalipura

81 1
From Our Correspondent
COX'S BAZAR. Apr 125:
Bangladesh Rifles 39 Battalion

has pushed back a group of 8]
Rohingyas to Mayanmer today.

The BDR personinel :
prehended them, wh th
were trying to et ipito Barnlg

ladesh crossing’ 1rr Teknafl
border o,

The BDR formall
them over to the Maya
border security force N

Rohingya rd?apn have pe
cently start 'to  entler
Bangladesh terri again the
repatriation of a t 42.000
rcru#u who took shelter ear-
ller was yet to be completed.

Chinese team
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snatched Tk 1.38 lakh yester-

An unidentified gang
stabbed one Mizanur Rahman,
30, at Golam Bazar, Zingira
near the city and took away Tk
| .35 lakh from him. eyewit-
nesses and hospital sources
said.

It was learnt that Mizan, a
sales agent of the BTC in
Keraniganj area, was attacked
when he was on way to his
house at ;

Mizan was admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH)} with stab injuries
in his back, sources added.

In another incident, Sha-
mim, 28, an employee of a
restaurant in area was

stabbed by the mu;lgcr: near
e pld city.

Baldha Garden in

The snatchers took away

3.000 from Shamim. He was

admitted to the DMCH, hospi-
tal sources said.

PLO declares

From Page 1
"It was an overwhelming

positive decision.,” Kanafani
said

The amendment does not
exactly which clauses

to liberate all Palestine” and to
"eliminate Zionism from
Palestine.”

The session was boycotted

by hardline opponenis to
Arafat's accords with Israel,
the democratic and Popular
Fronts for the Liberation of
Palestine,
Islamic Khalas Party. close to
the radical Hamas.

as well as the

Arafat had repeatedly said

the charter clauses were obso-
lete, but Israelis, especially the
right-wing opposition Likud
Party, saw the document as ev-
idence the Palestinians re-
mained committed to Israel's

destruction.

Y
Meanwhile. the United Sta-

tes on Wednesday hailed
Palestinian move.

"We've looked forward to
development,” State

"We believe that the charter

should be amended, and of
course it must be amending
from lIsrael's standpoint if that
track of the peace process be-
tween Israel and the PLO is to
be completed,” Davies said.

miscreants have

25: Armed separatists killed five

an election for

NU rejoinder

By Staff Correspondent

The National University yes-
terday issued a clarification on
a news-item pyblished in The
Daily Star on E'ﬂ 16 with the
headline "BA Exam: Tk 4,000
bribe for late registration?”

In the clarification. signed
by the Registrar of the Univer-
sity. it was stated that the Uni-
versity. so far neither received
any report of such
nor it found any e
showing invoilvement of any of
its officials in such corrupt

practices.
It added that there was

hardly any scope for to
deviate from the sc le
fixed by the higher authorities.
And for the registration for
private candidates the univer-
sity authorities oversee
the whole process. task of
registration has been en-
trusted to some selected col-
leges who. on behalf of the
university. collect applications
and fees and submit those te
the university as per schedule
given to them

The Daily Star . The
fact that National Univer
autherities have no reports
any corrupt practice is
rational as victims do not
complain because they deo not

want to be exposed.

Update voters'

list soon: AL

Awami League N\ting Presi-
dent Abdus Sai 4! \zad
terday demand ' 1mnmn ate
correction of the ‘wiing list
prepared by the .autucratic”
government. reporis UNB.

"It's not possible to hoid a
fair election without making a
flawless voters' list." he said
addrenin% party leaders and
workers f[rom different dis-
trict units at the AL Foundation
office here in the morni

The AL leader also em-
phasis on inclusion of the ex-
patriate Bangladeshis and
those who were left out with a

litical motive into the voters
ISt

Samad Azad asked the party
leaders and workers to go to
the people as volunteers to
help them register their
names as volers.

Turning to the activities of
BNP government, he said "a
chaotic situation” was created
in the ¢ unbri-
dled corruption and sm

by the BNP government.

DCC drive

From Page 1

roblem is that floating people
ncktngethcrandtak:n:fuf
from one place to another.

er. it
« reguires more Elk:tng," said

Sardar Kaiser Esta
Officer of DCC.

Giving a rough estimate
some concerned officials told
this correspondent that there
were at least five such unau-
thorized structures in each of
90 wards in the city.which
were being used as by
local level units and front or-
ganisations of various political
parties and t}:)uth clubs.

Taking the cost of political
repercussions into considera-
tion, the DCC had so far re-
strained itself from taking m“y
drastic actions against such il- -
legally raised structures, said
an official on condition of

anonymity.

"But this go-slow policy and
issuing wamitnhﬁuwtlme and

ain nst oCCu-
:gnts ?1%11: already cost much
to the inconvenience of the 86
lakh cit . And this time
being hi a political -
son the Mayor sounded loud
against these illegally raised
offices of the political parties.”
added the DCC official.

If the current trend of rais-
ing offices every where is al-
lowed to continue than few
days later, with the elections
around the corner. the politi-
cal parties would be raising
street-side makeshift bamboo-
structures as their traditional
cam camps, said another
official and added with firm
determination, "this time no
campaign camps will be al-
lowed on the Corporation's
property.”

From Page 1

spending as the caretaker gov-
ernment has intended to re-
strain budget deficit by curbing
expenditure.

As the economy is now
coming back to normalcy, it is
expected that revenue collec-
tion from customs duties will
increase as imporis are being
cleared from the port, But col-
lection from income tax, ex-
cise and supplement duties
and VAT wgich are related to
domestic production may net
rise immediately, officials fear.

Both tax revenue and total
revenue recorded a sharp in-
crease as a proportion of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) dur-
ing the last three fiscal years.
This improvement in bud-
ﬁelary resource position is re-

ected in a reduction in the
overall budgetary deficit, say
economists.

This year witnesses a signif-
icant new development in the
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nature of government domes-
tic borrowing. The ernment
retired its debt to the han.klnﬁ
system on an unprecedente
scale although the volume of
borrewing from non-banking
sources through savings in-
strument increased sharply,
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