4} FRANKFURT. Apr 25: A
prosecutor on Wednesday re
jected a report that tennis star
Steffi Graf knew what hap-
ened to her earnings., a
egedly funnelled out of C‘n:r
many for years by her father to
avoid pa\nn%a taxes, reports AP.
Asked about the report on
the World No. 1 player that is
to appear in the weekly Stern
magazine Thursday. prosecutor
Peter Wechsung in Mannheim
said that based on the status of
his office’'s investigation., "we
disagree with its conclusions.”

Stern said that the Graf
family tax advisor, Joachim
Eckardt. who is jailed and

charged in the case. had pro-
vided prosecutors information
that Steffi Graf knew the de-
tails of what was happening to
her money.

The magazine also said that
former Graf family confidant,
Horst Schmitt, informed her
about where her mune}z was
deposited in 1991. although
Steffi Graf has told prosecu-
tors she paid little attention to
her financial affairs to concen-
trate on tennis.

Wechsung said that Eck-
hardt had never been able to
incriminate the tennis player
in repeated questioning. and
in one session he declined to

iscuss Steffi Graf's role in the

Prosecutors a week ago
charged Eckhardt and Graf's
father Peter Graf with faili
report 42 million marks (28
million dollars) of his daugh-
ter's earnings to evade 19.8
million marks (13.3 million
dollars) in taxes between 1987
and 1993. Both are jailed in
Mannheim.

Wechsung also said Wed-
nesday that former family con-
[idant Schmilt did not in-
criminate Stelli Graf during
guestioning, but rather told in-
vestigators that she was
unaware of details on her fi-
nancial situation, which were
managed by her father.

Despite disagreement with
the Stern report. Wechsung
said the nearly year-long in-
vestigation of the 26-year-old
tennis star continues.

The trial of Peter Graf and
Eckhardt is expected to begin
in late summer or early au-
tumn. which could prevent the
reigning and four-time US
Open champion f[rom taking
part in that tournament this

Bosnia, Albania
share delight

ZENICA, Bosnia., Apr 25:
Bosnia and Albania drew 0-0 a
soccer friendly on Tuesday,
the first international played

Bosnia soil since the former

ugoslay Republic gained inde-
ndence in 1992 and plun-
ged into war. reports Reuter.

More than 15,000 specta-
tors attended the game, in-
cluding Bosnian army and
NATO peacekeeping troops.

The match was held in the
central Bosnian industrial city
of Zenica because the stadium
in the capital Sarajevo has not
yet recovered from the effects
of 43 months of siege warfare.

Most of the game was
Flayrd in midfield but Bosnia
ailed to capitalise on several
good chances in the first half

The two teams met last
November in a friendly in Ti-
rana when Albania won 2-0.

The Bosnian eleven was .

made up entirely of players
with foreign clubs including
Barcelona striker Meho Kodro,
a former Yugoslav interna-
Lional

The match was viewed as a
further sign that life is slowly
beginning to return to normal
in Bosnia following a peace
deal signed by the country's
leaders in Paris in December,

Dreary draw
-
in Oslo
OSLO. Apr 25 Spain were
held to & scoreless draw by
Norway on Wednesday in their
final warm up for the European
Championships finals. reports
Reuter
The Spanish. one of four
‘seeded finalists, dominated
the first half of an offensive
match with many scoring op-
poriunities and good defences
orn both sides
One of the best chances was
Juan Antonio Pizzis close
range left-foot shot in the 25th
minute that Norwegian 'keeper

Frode Grodaas managed to get

Norway. who failed to qual-
ify for the finals. fought back to
take over the game in the sec-
ond half after had substi-
tuted lour players in the 53rd
mirnute.

Ole Gunnar Solskjaer chal-
lenged Valencia pgoalkeeper
Andoni Zubizarreta several
times and in the 59th minute
the World Cup veteran tipped a
header by the Norwegian
slr!kﬂspmnm-:r the bar

wgre playing Norway
again in only t?u: second and
last warm-up they have man-
aged to a:rang: in a long
ish league season.
the Norwegians

Palmas in February.

BUCHAREST. Apr 25 A
ra{ular hattrick by striker

orel Moldovan im a 13-

inute rush in the first half
hel European Champi-
onship f(inalists Romania to
crush Geor 9-0 in a soccer
iriendly on Wednesday, reports
Reuter

Moldgvan. who plays for
Neuchatel Xamax and is the
leading goal scorer in Switzer-
land. scored in the 26th. 30th
and 39th minutes from the
?amr position on the six metre
e
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] MONTE CARLO. Mo-
11aco, 25 Mi-
cha:l C per-
anidll
It was just um': of
those days. Every-
will have thﬂ!-t: days
go will and
0 WEI‘]" Chan

one
where things
things dunt

sald “Obviously it was one o

those days that didn't ve
well for top seeds.” oA

He could say that eight
times as weight seeded pla}'trs
exited the Monte Carlo
Wednesday. More than h fuf
the 15 second-round matches
had seeded players losing, re-
ports AP.

Among the ones who
escaped that fate were last
years finalists, Thomas Muster
and Boris Becker.

Muster opened defence of
his title with a 7-5, 6-4 victory
over Tomas Carbonell in the
2.2 million dollars tourna-
ment. It was the 31st consecu-
tive win on clay for the No, 1
seeded Muster, stretching
back to last August. He has won
six tournaments on clay in a
row, three this

Fourth-seeded Boris
Becker. playing his first tour-
nament match in six weeks,

ped Czech David Rikl . 6-4

-6, 6-3.

Last year's final loss nst
Muster is still a bitter s
for Becker, who was two sets
up t Muster and had two
match polrits but lost.

"It took me a while to get
over it and | don't like to bring
it ug Iflﬂ Becker said.

ec had a
bronchitis that him out of
action but says he feels fine
now.

Others like third-seeded
Chang and Goran lvanisevic,
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. Thomas
Enqvist, Jim Courier and two-
time Monte Carlo chlm]ﬂ:non
Sergi Bruguera. seeded fifth
lhruu‘h ninth, don’'t feel so

h-iall.n‘lu'mtnut

. Carlos Costa
beat C'I'I.ln[,B-T {!-lﬂi 6-2. 6
4 and Javier Sanchez stopped
Courier 6-3, 6-3.

Spanish qualifier Felix
Manntilla downed Bruguera,
7-5. 6-2 and Magnus Gusia-
fsson of Sweden defeated
fifth-seeded Goran |vanisevic
gifye: -2. Iumh hullutul

one match since
to drop out of the ﬂt:!l

against Andre Agassi with a

lingeri

neck injury last month, his
seventh final of the year
Agassi, seeded second,
ayed on Tuesday and now has
a third-round match on
Thursda st Alberto Costa.
Cedric Pioline of France
beat Kafelnikov 6-4, 6-3. It was
Kafelnikov's third straight loss
on clay and Sjeng Schalken of
the Netherlands ousted Eng-
vist of Sweden 3-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Also Fabrice Santoro of
France uﬁmct the top-ranked
French er. Arnaud Boe-
tsch, aeed 11th, 7-5. 1-6. 7-

German bomber Boris Becker is absorbed in deep concentration while executing a backhand
during his second round encounter against Czech Republic's David Pikl at the Monte Carlo
Open in Monaco on Apr 24. Becker won 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

Big guns ride bareback

— AFP/UNB photo

6 (7-3). Also, 15th seeded
Renzo Furlan had to withdraw
with an injured hand, allowing
Carlos Moya of Spain to ad-
vanoce.

Andrei Medvedev of Uk-
raine, the 1994 winner here.
routed Mark Philippoussis of
Australia 6-0, 6-2 and Richard
Krajicek dropped the first
eight games then turned
around to beat Stefan Edberg
0-6, 6-4. 6-2.

Czech Peir Korda, Marcelo
Rios of Chile and Alberto Costa
of Spain also advanced.

wurid no. 2 Thomas Muster of Austria seen ruing a mistake
during his match against Thomas Carbonell of Spain in the
Monte Carlo Open in Monaco on Apr 24. Muster won 7-5, 6-

4

— AFP/UNB photo

-I True. in the early
siages of Test
cricket, there

titled gentleman who

became Lhe captain dllqun‘l

was followed by Ivo

E:rd Daml.eyhhi:;mu
p-rt

of cricket history. as following

| 882-83 series of Test mat-

Solid start for
Yugoslavia

K Z Iplam

dinary distinction. Many of the
rulers of Indian stales patron-
ised cricket in a big way.

We next see the appearance
of KS D Sinhji (nephew
of Ranji) Wisden records

that in the third Test that was
pla between New Zealand

England in 1929 in Auck-
land when Duleep Sinhji
scored 117 the crowed “were
treated to dazzling exhibition
of stroke play from Duleep

Sinhji." In the first and only
Test match played between
India and al Lords in
June 1932, India was cap-

tained by Maharaja of Porban

dar but as he could nntgla

the side was led by g
Nayudu. We next see Lthe ap-

pearance of Nawab of Pataudi
in 1932 playing in his first
Test match nst Australia in
the famous ' ne series’. It
is well known that since
Pataudi refused Lo cooperate
with captain D R Jardine in his

leg theory . Pataudi was

ha scored a cen-
tury en his t. Maharaja of
Patiala

Of nobles & Test cricket |

accident. he went on to have a
very oulstanding Test career. |
distinetly remember this inci-
dent, as | was a student in
England in those days. Prior to
the accident as the captain of
the Oxford Universitly team
playing county matches we
used to see his name in the
newspapers very frequently
scoring centuries in every
other match.

in the 120 :arl of Test
cricket robably the total
number of Test mcketern will
be just over 2000. As we have
seen the number of titled Test
cricketers would be about one
dozen only. Therefore, the
number of Lords and Maharajas
playing Test cricket is so in-
significant that it is not worth

mentioning.

Estonia

TALLIN, Apr 25: Left winger
Bjarki Gunnlaugsson scored
three goals in 22 minutes in
the first half to give Iceland a
3-0 win over Estonia in a fri-
endly international on Wed-
rﬂc& A ts Reuter.

Icelan making histor
with Eﬁ—yur -old Arnor Gu
johnsen playing alongside hla
1 7-year-old son Edidur-Smari.
went ahead after eight min-

:;l wf{m Gunnla h-m-
after getling past three
defenders.

The winger struck again in
the 22nd minute from a pass
by midiielder Olafur Thordar-
son and completed his hat-
trick on the half hour when he
rifled the ball into the roof of
the net from six metres.

He was substituted at half-
time by Thordur Gudjonsson.

Estonia’'s coach Teitur
Thordsrson said his team had
been unable to hold on to the
ball under pressure.

- nothing

United

Denmark's
livewire

COPENHAGEN, Apr 25: Mi-
chael and Brian Laudrup both
struck here on Wedneuf
Denmark's 2-0 win over
Scotland to leave the visitors
hopes of a successful Euro '96
challenge looking unrealistic,

reports AFP,

Both the Laudrups alu
came duri a first-h
which the ding Eurupean

chappions dominated.

The Danes took a seventh
minute lead as Colin Hend
stumbled badly on the righ
touchline and let Mikkel Beck,
a tar of Ran%tra run past
and feed Michael Laudrup who
steered the ball Jow b-eyund
I(ugﬁr Jim Leighton.

e Real Madrid star, Den-
mark's n, has scored 35
times in 87 appearances for his*

Denmark added their sec-
ond after 27 minutes as broth-
ers Michael and Brian com-
bined together. Michael's de-
fence-splitting pass sent Brian
streaking through and the
Rangers man rounded Leigh-
ton to score.

Scotland had veteran kee-
er Leighton to thank for
eeping the score to a re-

spectable margin.

Leighton., Scotland's first
choice keeper for the 1990
World Cup finals, saved from
Beck, Lars Olsen, Marc Rieper
and Michael Laudrup before he
was replaced by Rangers
keeper Andy Goram at half-
time.

Although Scotland., for
whom this was only their sec-
ond defeat in 11 games, im-

roved in the second half th
ad only two worthwhile ef-
forts from playmaker Ga
McAllister to show for their ef-
forts. 4

Scotland’'s worried manager
Crig Brown, whose B side lost
3-0 to Denmark 24 hours ear-
lier. has just two games against
tates and Colombia to
prepare Scotland for this
summer's finals.

Brown will also be con-
cerned that having used nine
sirikers in the two matches
none could find the back of the

Bank wants no
part of it

LONDON, Apr 25: Produc-
tion of a video r:alled Hooligan
'96. featuring scenes of the
mayhem caused by English
soccer hooligans abroad. has
been suspended after a com-
plaint by former World Cup-
winning goalkeeper Gordon
Banks. reports Reuter.

The 62-minute video. due
for release shortly before Ju-
ne's European Soccer Cham-
Fic;‘nshiip in ItEI;]I'I,EjﬂIld. high-
ights the violence perpetrated
by hooligans.

Hooligans are quoted as
saying they plan to disrupt
Euro 96 and one says they will
tar%ﬂ ordinary supporters.

anks, who helped England
to win the World Cup in 1966,
complained that he had been
misled about its content by the
makers of the video when he
was asked to feature in it.

‘I thought I was going to
talk about the way the game
has changed since | was a
Elaytn" Banks said. "I did not

now they were interviewing
members of gang. | feel | was
conned.”

The video's distributors said
it aimed to show how disgrace-
fal hooliganism was but the
agreed to delay production un-
1il Bank's criticisms had been

investigated.
Hooh ‘96 is a documen-
takes a re sihle
at thr issue of football
hmllgmulm the distributors
sald. "The documentary does
not glorify soccer vicolence.”

Bosman case
to be put on
the table

BRUSSELS, Apr 25. UEFA
will meet the European Com-
mission on Friday to discuss
the aftermath of the contro-
versial Bosman court ruling.
competition commissioner Ka-
rel van Miert said on Wed-
m:ldag reports Reuter.

"Obviously | will listen
carefully to what Mr has
to tell me on Friday," Van
Miert told a news conference
about the planned visit of
UEFA secretary general Ger-
hard Aignen.

But he warned European
SOCCer s rming not to
try and bend new es laid
down by the European Court of
Justice last December.

The court ruled that UEFA's
transfer fee and limits
on the number of foreign EU
% yers appearing in EU teams

travened European Union
trealy provisions allowing
workers to move freely across
borders.

Jackson changes
his mind

CARDIFF, Apr 25: World

110 metires hurdles world

champion Colin Jackson said
on Wednesday he had lifted his

by Boech o hiecic Fe Federa-

tion (BAF), reports

Jackson rrﬁ.lled to mpﬂt
alter being reprimanded by
executive chairman Peter
Radford at the end of last sea-

son for ru lnl 24
domesti hamplm-.‘l#p. lhﬁ

- wit
a muscle

But he has relented after
talks with the federation’'s
promotions unit.

Jackson, who will still have
io do with Radford,
sajd he would be competing in
the BAF International meeting
in Gateshead on June 30,

ay in

SYDNEY, Apr 25
Scott Hﬂle:r SW-
am the /second
fastest time ever
in the men's 100
: mctn:a butterfl
a;dhu?tra!lﬂ'l ﬂll]jrmpll: : :f
today to set up the prospect
an ifltﬂguing Pnhnwdnwn with
world record holder Denis
Pankrotov or Russia at the
Olympic Games, reports Reu-
ter.

Miller's time of 52.56 sec-
onds was 0.24 of a second
outside Pankrotov's record of

52.32 set at the European -

Championships in Vienna last
st.
Auglllm pretty confident 1 can
o faster than that, but [ don't
think you'll see a big drop in
12 weeks.," Miller said.
"l raced Pankrotov three
times at the end of 1994 in
France and he beat me pretty

tasihlxv

ller, 21, said he had suf-
fered a bad headache several
hours before the race but was
frightened to take any medica-
tion.

Australia’s Samantha Riley
received a warning
swimmm%s world governing
body, FINA, after tal-l:ing; a

LONDON. Apr 25;

England and Cro-
atia played out an
uninspiring 0-0
draw here on We-

» 4
dnesday in a re-

sult which is likely to please

i both coaches in the run-up to
| the European Championships.

reports AFF.

England’'s Terry Venables
will probably be happy with a
draw i which England cre-
ated countless chances. An op-
posite number Miroslav Blaze-
vic can be satisfied not to lose
at England’s famous Wembley
VETILIE,

"We had four or five chances
to kill the game,” said man-of-
the-match Paul Ince.

England had by far the
greater share of territory but

. after the early misses by Steve

Stone and Robbie Fowler rarely
threatened again hﬂﬂr: the
interval.

England were having to do
without striker Alan Searer,
who has just had a hernia op-
eration but expects to be fit for
the June 8 to June 30 Euro-
Fean Championships in Eng-
and

Croatia's sudden spurts
after periods of slow build-up
were deceptive and Pearce
twice had to act quickly to
prevent, first. Aljosa Asanovic
and then Davor Suker breaking
through.

Fowler had the ball in the
back ol the net in the 24th
minute. but Teddy Sheringham
was adjudged to have fouled
keeper Marijan Mrmic, who
had dropped the ball into
Fowler's path.

England. playing with an
experimental three at the back
with Gary Neville, Mark Wright
and Stuar Pearce, nearly
scored through Fowler once
more from a Stone cross from
!hr right.

from

BUENOS AIRES,
Apr 25: Argenti-
na, Uruguay and
Equader began
their campaign
with winning no-
tes in the South American
World Cup competition on
Wednesday. report agencies.

In Buenos Aires striker
Gabriel Batistuta equalled
Diego Maradona's record of 34
goals for Argentina as he
scored in his country's 3-1 win
over Bolivia.

Midfielder Ariel Orte
scored twice in the first %B
minutes to put Argentina on
the way to a convinecing win
before Batistuta's record-
equalling goal early in the sec-
ond half.

Julio Cesar replied for Bo-
ltvia three minutes before half-

time.

Bolivia left angry at the
muddy pitch which they felt
favoured Argentina's more

physical approach and bitter at
the ban of striker Erwin
Sanchez, who tested Ilive
for caffetne in Portuga ]poc

he plays his cluh soccer, in

banned auhntancc

l.'lﬁgdach: tnhllnlzl alt the imrld
rt course championsh in

Brazil last December. e

“I'd had a headache and
gooles were really tight, so
couldn't rt:-all}' my time
after the race”; Mlllcr said.

"l thought I'd broken the
world record because | kn:wl
was swim fast."

Pan Pacific and 1994 Com-
monwealth champion, Miller
set his previous best time of
53.07 at the Pan Pacific Games
in Atlanta last A st.

Miller hopes his return to
Atlanta will more rewarding
than his last experience there.

Russians
below par

BRUSSELS, Apr 25: Euro-

E:an finalists Russia and re-

uilding Belgium played out a
goalless draw here on Wed-
nesday in an uneventful match,
reports AFP.

Russia, who beat Ireland
last month, were unable to
open the scoring against a
Belgian side which is restruc-
turing for the 1998 World Cup
in France.

Cr_oatla escape at Wembley

Butl the header b
making his first full debut. was
saved low down to the right by
Mrmic.

Seconds before half-time,
Stone crossed for restored
skipper David Platt to connect
with a powerful header, but
;';'Irmit blocked the ball on the

ne.

Mrmic did even better to
recover in time and block
Platt's follow-up effort although
he needed treatment for an in-
jury before play could continue.

Asanovic was booked after
wrestling Paul Gascoigne to
the floor when the Rangers
player tried to find a way past

Hurst & ball
to be reunited

LONDON, Apr 25: English
soccer hero Geolf Hurst is to
be presented with the long-
lost ball from the 1966 World
Cup final victory against Ger-
many which he helped seal
with a hatrick of goals, reports
Reuter.

‘I'm extremely excited, I
cannot wait Lo get it back.,”
Hurst told the Sun tabloid after
a Duesseldorf businessman of-
fered to give him the souvenir
ball.

The soccer magazine Total
Football launched a hunt for
the ball, said to have been
taken at the end of the match
by German plaver Helmut
Haller.

Haller. now a 56-vear-old
restaurateur, said the ball dis-
appeared within weeks of the

Fowler.

final after shopkeepers in his

home city of Augsburg asked to
put it on display.

"It was passed [rom shop to
shop and | suppose somebody
just kept it-as a souvenir,” he
told the paper.

Sanchez claimed he merely
drank cola after a game for his
club Boavista.

Argentina stormed the Bo-
livia penalty area early on and
were rewarded in the eight
minute when River Plate's
Ortega headed in the first goa]
after goalkeeper Marco DBar-
rero could only &ng‘rw Diego
Simeone's fierce

His second goal eleven
minutes  later was similar,
Ortega again pouncing on a re-
bound provided by Barrero,
this time from Batistuta's shot.

But Argentina tore into Bo-
livia at the start of the second
half and in the 49th minute,
Batistuta equally Maradona as
the top-scorer in the history of
the Argentine team.

Striker Claudio Caniggia,
recalled for his first interna-

tional since the 1994 World
Cup, performed impressively
along with Oriega and mid-
fielder Hugo Mor

Bolivia, whose congress
closed down early because of
the game. were left to wait for
FIFA's decision next month on
whether the capital La Paz

- both qualify

dney swimmer spent a
night in ail during the Pan
Pacific championships after

inte in a fight nuu:ﬂu a.

nightclub, with cha;Eeu arising

from the incident tly

dro
is feels a lot better than
being arrested,” Miller said.

Polish-born Michael Klim
finished second in 53.51 and
also qualified for Atlanta.

Training partners Philip
Rogers and Ryan Mitchell, who
on Wednesday both celebrated
birthda dt:ad heated in the
final o hc men's 200 metres
hrtastalrnke in a time of
2:14.26.

Rogers and Mitchell will
for Atlanta after
beating the minimum qualify-
ing time by 0.03 of a second.
Both from South Australia.
their time was the second
fastest swum in the world this

Elli Overton, a finalist at the
1992 Barcelona Olympics. also
qualified for Atlanta when she
won the women's 200 metres
individual medley in a time of
2:16.26. Teenager Emma
Johnson, who won Sunday's
400 metres individual medley,
was second.

him on the left. Asanovic fool-
ishly argue with Polish referee
Zbigniew Przresmycki over the
free-kick decision and the
yellow card resulted.

McManaman hit a shot
across the face of Croatia's goal
which should have put England
ahead in the 58th minute,

Then Fowler Blew 1ihLe
chance to give England the lift
they so badly needed in the
70th minute.

Platt's pass sent McMana-
man sprinting away on the left

and he cut his cross back
fectly from the dead-ball line
When Fowler pulled away i'rnm
his marker to turn on to the
chance just since vards out. he
looked certain to score his
iirst England poal but instead
played the ball way over the
crossbar.

The few chances England
were able to create made it vi-
tal he should have put that one
in.

And 10 minutes from time,
McManaman hit the left-hand
post. which rebounded to Sh-
eringham, who found the side
netting,

Mrmic was helpless on the
ground as Sheringham moved
in on the rebound but he could
not control the direction of his
shot from an increasingly nar-
row angle.

UEFA suspends:
Alvydas

GENEVA, Apr 25: Goal-
keeper Alvydas Koncevicius of
Lithuania's Zalgiris Vilnius has
been banned for three years
from all European soccer
fﬂmf)etiﬂuns for throwing a
bottle at the referee during a
friendly. UEFA said
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

orl

which lies 3,600 metres above
sea level,
miatches,
While in Caracas,
Daniel Funseca was
Uru . who failed to alif_',r
for t aat World Cup. L
their campaign with a '2! N win
away to unfancied Venezuela.

Striker Marcelo Otero put
Uruguay ahead in the 54th
minute, after they had survived
some first-half scares, and
midlielder Guestavo Poyet put

can host their dhome

Gbnel evens Diego's feat

kcr

the game ond Venezuela's
reach in the 71st minute.
Meanwhile, Ecuador in

their homematch. began their
effort to qualify by hammering
Peru 4-1.

Three s in the last 25
minutes brought Ecuador,
backed by an 85,000 crowd. a
convincing win after their
neighbours had wi out Ed-
uardo Hurtado's 54th minute
goal.

Hurtado. who also scored
the final in injury time,
put his ahead with a long-
cange effort which
Miguel Miranda could only
push into his own goal.

Argentina's star performer Ariel Ortega (C) loses gravity after a tackle from behind by

Bolivia's Oscar Sanchez during a World Cup qualifying round match of South American zone

in Buenos Aires on Apr 24. Ortego scored twice as the Argentineans triumphed 3-1.
—~ AFP/UNB photo



