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CEC may address
nation tomorrow
By Staff Correspondent
Chiefl Election Commis-

sioner Mohammad Abu Hena is

likely to address the nation
over radie and television to-
morrow, according to sources

in the Election Commission
(EC).

ALCWC meets
today

By Staff Correspondent

An emergency meeting of
the Awami League Central
Working Commitiee (ALCWC]
will be at 6:30 pm today
at Awami Foundation Office al
Dhanmondi in the city. AL
general secretary Zillur Rah
man has requested all mem
bers of the ALCWC, who are
now available in Dhaka. to at-
“tend the meeting  says a party
press release.

22 firearms
recovered

Police recovered 22 [fire-
arms and a large number ol
ammunition and explosives
during the last 24 hours ull

ing from various

arts of the country. The

rearms included ome rifle.
three reveolvers, one sin

barrel gun. 3 sawed-off rifles

12 guns, one shutter gun

one . 37 bullets a car
and 6 bombs and other
. Police rounded up
7 people for possessing

firearms and explosives and =
cases were filed aganst them
under Arms amd Explosives

Act. reports UNB.

Ex-AL leader
joins BNP

Former Awami League lea-
der of Jamalpur district Abdul
Hye Bacchu. alo with his
ﬁﬁﬁﬂ'&. )Ftstcrdanj'gjmncd the
BNP. They expressed Lheir
solidarity with the ideals of the
BNP and lent total support 10
the leadership of Begum
Khaleda Zia. BNP Secretary

General Abdus Salam Falukdar
was present on the occasion,

reports BSS.

JU vacation

JAHANGIRNAGAR NI
VERSITY. Apr 25; The classes
of the Jahangirnagar University
will remain closed from April
27 to May 5 on the occasion of
holy Eid-ul-Azha and May Day
Distribution of admission
forms for the |st year honours
classes for the session |995-
96 will also remain stopped
during the period. The forms
will be available from May 6 to
19. All the examinations will

however, be held as
srhedule, announced earhier
reports UNB
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Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman yesterday said
armed terrorists are holding
the nation hostage and in-
structed the administration to

arms before the next general
elections, re s LINB.

He also urged the political
parties not to nominate any
person involved in terrorism
or indulge in acts of terrorism
in the next elections.

Addressing the Deputy Co-
mmissioners and Police 5u-

rs at the International Con-
erence Centre (ICC) in Dhaka,
Rahman warned that the local
administration would be held
responsible fér any unlawful

activity anywhere in the
country.
"They .llrl'll have to answer

why they cannot make their
areas terrorism-free. No limp-
ing pretext will be accepted.

cleanse the country of illegal .

We want to see clear I‘E!f-llll'ls

he said.
"We have to make thei soci-

‘ety free from terrorisnp for

holding a neutral pe:iceful
election,” he said. stressing on
strengthening the seciurity
system to resist ncrupahnn {:f
polling centres, snat::hi
ballot bexes. castin false
votes and other mi ﬁcds.

"Free the country from
arms — we are giving a clear
order to the officials/em-

plovees of all tiers of the
administration.” he said assu-
ring all cooperation ol the
caretaker government ir: per-
forming this task.

Rahman observed neither
the governnmient nor the peo-
ple- expect the administriation
to sﬂrtvr all the problems of
the society during the short
tenure of the carelaker gov-
ernment

R——— = - 1 -

"But if the administration
advances strictly. the country
can be freed from terrorism —
the people of the country be
lieve this., we also believe this =

he said. adding that the gov
ernment would collect infnr-
mation about where the

armsholders, extortionists and
terrorists are making people's
life miserable.

The chief adviser. in this
context, mentioned that the
police authorities had created
task force in every district and
special task force in every
metropolis to recover the ille

arms. A control room has
also been set up in the
Secretariat to monitor the sit
uation constantly.

Observing that the terror
ists often use the name of po-
litical parties. Rahman re-

See Page 12 Col 4
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Cleanse cm’untry of illegal

arms, or take the blame

BNP protests
transfer of

DCs & SPs

By Staff Correspondent

Secretary General ol the
BNP Abdus Salam Talukdar
yesterday protested the ‘mas-
sive transfers of DCs. SPs and
TNC's. saying the postings
wer:* adf: at the directive of a
government. no matter which
partv was in power then

Seme |(politicians) are
spenking of politicisation ol
the administration during BNP
rube but a  significant number

il servants. enjoving the-
ir hlessings. have been posted
as DCs.” he said at the regular
press  briefing at the party's
Nayva Paltan central olhce in

See Pape 12 (ol 2
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BAISAKH 13,

Chief Adviser Muhammad Hahlbur Rahman Eddressm;r the deputy commissioners and supermtendent,s nf police at the Internatmna] Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday.
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PLO declares end
to armed struggle
against Israel

GAZA CITY, Apr 25: The
PLO on Wednesday dtclarcd an
end to its 32-year armed
struggle against Israel, votin

| to _drop from its charter a

references to the destruction
of the Jewish state, a spo-
kesman said, reports AFP.

The Palestine National
Council [PNC) "has decided to
amend its charter annuling

all clauses contradicting let-
ters of mutual recognition”
between Israel and the PLO
signed in 1993, PNC president
Selim Zaanun told journalists.

The PNC., the PLO's parlia-
ment, sat in a special closed
door session late Wednesday to
vote on amending the 1968
charter which coemmits the
PLO to an armed slruggle to
liberate all of Palestine.

The session. attended by
Palestinian president Yassen
Arafat. also ordered the PNC
legal committee “to start
dr iqug df_ew charh:r to be

put before the PNC's central
council at its first meeting
after six months,"Zaanun said.
Under the autonomy ac-
cords with Israel, the PLO had
until May 7 to rid the charter

of all references to Israel's
destruction.
Israeli Prime Minister

Shimon Peres, facing a tough
election battle against conser-

vatives opposed to the
Palestinian peace agreements,
had insisted on the changes

before continuing the peace
process.

"We have an agreement and
we have fulfilled our part.” said
Arafat spokesman Marwan
Kanafani, even as he insisted.
"Israel had nothing to do with
the (amendments), this is a
Palestinian council.”

The amendment passed
with 504 votes for., 54 against
and l14 abstentions. Zaanun

Sct: Page 12 col 7

'Jluy; lP-atrty acting chairman Mizanur Rahman f‘huwd-ﬁu;_y addressing the participants in

the ‘mass hunger strike’ programme of the party in front of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday

- Star phutn

"DCC drive to remove | Release Ershad
illegal structures soon

By Reaz Ahmad

Dhaka City Ceor l!l)ﬁrltiun
(D7 plans to launch a drive
soon against unautherized
structures raised over the
years on its property

DCC had already instructed
all concerned to remove
pupcn silices 'of vayious peis

iwces ol various 1i-
cal parties and clubs raised
without sanction of law en
mar.h p&vmu drains par-
ity sad .
markets and ot places
under the Corporation’s juris-
diction.

Talking to The Daily Star
yesterday DCC officials said
they were E.l:pl!'.{_“[l:ﬂ.‘ gmd re-
sponse from the
persans fnnfrfnrﬁd rr:
removal of the unaut
structures within the neﬂ 16

"Otherwise. we will draft a
set of plans to combat this se-
vere menace in the civic life,”
said Bijon Kanti Sarker, Sendor
Estate officer of the DCC. He
however, could not readily
provide any figures about the
number of such illegally raised
structures.

If the responses were not
positive from the illegal occu-
pants, DCC might go for dras-
tic actions with necessary as-
sistances from the office of the
Chief Adviser,
DCC official.

‘As far as VIP roads of the
city are concerned. we have al-
ready started the process of
eviction upon instructions
from the government. But the

See Page 12 col B

said another

on parole: Mizan

Acting Chairman of the
Jatva Party Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday said his

f party would launch a country-

wide mass movement if former
President H M Ershad was nol
released before the coming
Eid-ul-Azha, reports BSS

Chowdhury was addressing
as the chief puest at a function
organised to express solidarity
with their chairman who has
been on a hunger strike in jail
demanding his immediate re-
lease.

A large number of parly
leaders and workers also ob-
served a token hunger strike
in front of the Jatiya Press Club
from 10 am te Spm

The acting chairman said
Ershad could be released from
lajl under the existing law.
Ershad can be given baill un-
der the present law of the
land.” he said.

He said a neutral election

See Page 12 col 6

Govt borrowed Tk 700 cr from
banking system in 9 months

' By R M Titumir and Inam Ahmed

e government s net bor-
rowing from the banking sys
tem rose sharply in the final

yvear of the BNP pgovernment

1 comnpared to that in the previ

' ous fiscal year (94-95), accord

' ing 1o linance ministry
| souUrces

This recourse (o the bank

ing system lor deflicit linancing

was unforeseen in the budget

| for this fiscal year (1995 96)
Till March 28 of this fiscal
. year. two days before the BNP
government handed over

| power to the caretaker gov
| erminent, the net government
. borrowing from the bankin
| system stood at about Tk ?{){%
| crore, the sources said
| Compared (o this, [igures
show that the government had
| retired its debts of about Tk
| 000 crore 1o the banking

| system during the correspond
1 ing period ol 1994-95
When contacted, a high of

S

Inclement weather
2 Biman fights
grounded at
Ctg Airport

CHITTAGONG,
aircraft of Bangladesh Biman
were grounded at the Chi
| ttagong International Airport
due to inclement weather
| today, reports UNB
| Official sources said F-28
BJO8S, landed at the airport
with 66 passengers [rom
Bangkok and was scheduled to
take off for Dhaka at 8:15 pm.
But it remained stuck due (o
the stormy weather.

The said ATP. BJ 419-A.
fromm Middle East landed at the

705 pum for Dhaka.
pm

But it had to return IH the
Chittagong Airport after ng
25 minutes as H fafled to nn
at Dhaka Zia International
Airport due to bad weather
the officials said

—— -_——— =

Apr 25 Two

B.JP may emerge

NEW DELHI, Apr 25 India's
ruling party is headed for a
disaster in general elections
starting Saturday and Hindu
nationalists are likely to be

| come the largest group in a

| hung parliament
| an opindon poll published to-

according te

b day, reports AFF

|

L

The Congress () party of
Prime Ministry P V Narasimha
Rao may end up with its worst
electoral performance since
India's independence in 1947
bagging just 135 150 seats in
Ihe 545 member parliament
the survey found

The partys share of the

popular vote could plummet to
31 per cent, ]:uthlnthcﬂ‘i
per cent it secured in 1977
when it was voted out of power
in New Delhi for the first time.
the Times of India newspaper
reported
The main o

rauya Janata Party

ition Bha-
(BJP} was

xpected to emerge as the
mg‘,l-t largest nup in parlia-
ment. the poll

But the BJP ‘I"El not ex-
pected to win more than 200
seats in the staggered m
May ballot. not enough to
a povernmerit on s own

An alliance of centrist- left

ist parties was expecied lo win
around 140 H:au said the
Times-commissioned survey of
26,700 voters conducted early
this month across |5 siales
and the city of New Delhi

"A coalition government al
the centre seems Inevitable,
the sha
dictated by the post-election
development,” the newspaper
said of the

The A
vious polls

wﬁ' matched pre-
ich have warned
of a hung parliament and came
close on the heels of another
survey Monday which also put
the Hindu-revivalist BJP as the

pe of which will be’

largest group in a

front runner in a split vr-rd!lct
Meanwhile, | Iean op

tion leader and potentia pr!

me minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee today defended his

ritvs pledge to make an
Ernnzlt ﬁ and attacked
what he callrd "nuclear
apartheid.”

India needed 1o nuclear

bomb for its protection. he
said.

"Nothing wrong in that ..
he told the foreign cor
dents club here, "Around India
we see A stockpiling of nuclear
weapons. China is a nuclear
weapor state.” he added

-

ficial ol the central bank con-
firmed the increase in borrow-
ing. but said that it could be
t‘hf‘fki.‘d to a great extent with

number of steps that the
gnvfrnmrnl is now taking to
control budgetary deficit.

The deficit was created for
a number of reasons including
election-oriented tax proposals
in the budget, fall in revenue
collection due to political tur-
moil, low disbursement of aid,
a huge food import bill, a polit-
ically biased Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) and
increase in the government's
expenditure, the linance min-

istry sources added.
r%hcy said the budget which
was formulated keeping the

comin eneral elections in
mind neither widened the
lax base nor lmroud ANY new
taxes, The resull was a nega-
tive | ¢t on revenue collec-
tion. ° finance minister was

Imran Khan

BSS adds. Vajpayee said that
if voted to power, his party
would maintain wvery friendly
relations with neighbouring
countries including Bangla
desh,

He said India would not be
have like a big brother rather
favour cordial relations based

on equality and reciproecity
The opposition leader said

India enjoyed its best rela

fions with neiyghbours when a

non-Congress party govern

ment, in which he was the lor

H%{H minister,. was in power in
1779

Vajpayee sald he Intended

very generous in an election
year and was more vote-ori-
ented than guided by normal
fiscal considerations,” com-
mented an official r:gardlng
the tax:ition provisions.

The ADP was also inflated
with political projects, Plan-
nin &Jmmismnn sourced said,
adding, that although the im-
plementation rate was less
than that of last fiscal year's
corresiponding period, expen-
ditures were much higher

leading to increase in fiscal
deficit.
The government is now

runing the ADP projects to
f::awe out the Iirnlml:all}r biased
projects as well a8 low priority
ones which will help contain
the fiscal deficit, an official
pointed out.
The last part of the current
fiscal year may witness a re-

duced level of government
See Page 12 col 6
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Imran’s political

- . .

innings begins

LAHORE, Apr 25: Pakistan's
former cricket hero Imran
Khan began his political in-
nings today by launching a re-
forrn movement to fight cor-
ruption and injustice. reporis
‘Reuter.

He told a news conference
at his home town of Lahore,
capital of the central province
of Fun)}l;nb, that he would tum
his Tehreek-e-Insaal (Justice
Movement) into a political
party when he found that the
people were inclined to sup-
port it.

Imran, a critic of Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, said
he was launching the move-
ment because he found
Pakistan's on the "Brink of
Disaster” hall a century alter
jts creation from the partition
of the Indian subcontinenl at
independence from Britain in
1947

"We are dissatisfied with

See Page 12 Col 1

hung parliament

1o send a 'message of goodwill
to Pakistan Prime inister
Benazir Bhutto if he became
Prime Minister

But it requires two to co
operate. he siressed

He accused Pakistan of
sending armed infiltrators into
Indian Kashmir, where secu
rity forces are battling a Mus-
Hm separitist movement

“Terrorvism has to be put
down with a heavy hand.” he
sald, buit declared himselfl in
support of talks with Muslim
separal ists o solve the Kash

r tonflict

|

 along
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Cattle markets

open today

By Staff Correspondent
The 17 sacrificial cattle

markets in the city goes into
business today as supp
cattlehead to the markets
different areas of the country
continued till late last night.

The four-day markets have

been set up by the Dhaka City

Corporation.

During late afternoon yes-
terday, many pros ve buy-
€rs Were seen a about

the prices and sellers were

also charging a very high price
and again the buyers moved

from one corner to the other
of the markets without going
for real bar
At the Hussaini Dalarf Road
cattle market, a businessman
with his wife and yo I;ﬁ
son was looking for big si
cows. He found two Austr&lian
breed cows and the seller
asked Tk 95,000 and Tk

See Page 12 Col 3

AL team meets
Chief Adviser

By Staff Correspondent

A three-member delegation
of the Awami League callad on
Chief Adviser Habibur Rahman
yesterday to apprise him. about

the party's concerns on wvarieus
matters.

The AL delegation iincluded
acting President Abdus Samad
Azad, party chief Sheikh
Hasina's political advisjer SAMS
Kibria and AL presidivim mem-
ber Amir Hussain Amra, says a
party press release. |

During their meefting yes-
terday afternoon, thit AL lead-
ers told the Chief Ardviser that
many transfer orders in the
administration have! not been
effective despite the! caretaker
government's bid tid» shape up
the administration ' which, ac-
cording to them. was politi-
cized by the 'falle n’ Bﬂpogm.r—
ernment. This :sparked off
doubts and confusions mﬁ
the general ma‘'sses, the
leaders pointed out.

The AL delegation also
pointed out that no consider-
able progress wras achieved in

| recovering illeg al arms, which

was a precond jtion for holding
of a [ree and £ air election.

AL leadersi also expresse
their concerh about placing
the Defence. Ministry wnder
the Presiderit.

Tk eight lakh
snatched from
(_hinese

- project team

By S‘caff Correspondent

An unidentified gang snat-
ched Tk eight lakh from a gro-
| up of Chinese nationals near
the Postagola bridge under

 Demra thana in the city yester-

day #fternoon.

T'ne gang intercepted a
whit & microbus of the Chinese
nationals who were on their
way’ to Fatullah under Narayan-
gar |j district, police said.

e Chinese team, working
in a project, earlier with-
drew thc amount from an ANZ
Crindlays bank branch at Moti-
]"IEEI in the city and was going
‘o their project site. police
added.

The Project Manager ol the
China National Overseas Engi-
neering Corporation filed a
case with Demra thana in this
connection.

Senior police officials were
investigation the incident till
last night. police said.

Our DMCH Corresponden
adcis: Muggers in two other ar
eas. stabbed two persons anc

See Pape 12 col 7

KU closed

sine die

KHULNA, Apr 25: Khuln
University was closed sine di
and the residential halls wer
vacated today, reports UNB.

The move was taken follow
ing yesterday's incident i
which students kept the Vic
Chancellor in confinement an
ransacked offices of VC, Regis
trar. the Academic Council an

M
some class rooms in protest
the disciplinary action agains
13 of their mates.

Wimml_ uid! a h“ﬂ;n':'
tin t of police was
amf:d the residence of the V
and at u{:iﬁcrcnt strategi

ts of the university.
pmglur Ceorrespondent add
Protesting the authorities d

cision. the agitating studen!
of the umiversity burnt the &

See Page 12 Col 3

Sundarbans
Fire damaged
only 35 acres

of shrubs

From Sharier Khan

KHULNA. Apr 25. The f
incident in the Sundarban
has dan i shrubs on an are
of only 35 acres. a spol inve
tigation reveals.

“The vegetations damage
inn the Are would nhot even L
worth Tk 2.5 lakh as was e
lier feared.” y Chiel Con
servator ol the Forest
ment (DCCF) Salamat All tel

See Page 12 Col 2



