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The Worst Kind of Hell

I He seem

later everythi

standing
have a relationship
anymore, bein
dist each other.

So we decided

As we hun

T was his birthday — I ca-
lled him;r to wish him

happy Bul
started to get
bitter. This had been happe-
ni for the last few months.
At last we had an under-
that we could not
like this
confused and

that there
would be no marriage between
us rather we would remain
friends and when in need, we
would be by each other's side.
up. | could not
1. ?Eaﬂﬁd him up

— A True Story

by Moushumi Nasser

This is a true story of a young woman who became the victim of an
abusive boyfriend. The name of the victim has been withheld in
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respect for her privacy.
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sleep all |

twice to talk. but he did not i

want to. l
All day passed in anxiety. A |

and at last | decided that I .

would not cancel the party for '\"f

him which | was supposed to

have in my house for his birth-

day. I decided to tell everyone
about our decision at the end

of the party.

I took
which 1
days ahead. |

or not.

It was 8.45 pm when the
first scene took place. To my
relief | found him at home as

the cake home
had ordered three
bought
favourite flowers on the way
and his favourite food too. As |
was returning home. I was
ﬁ;ieuus whether he would

his

well as some other guests. One
one all came and he seemed
okay (though | could feel he
was upset). Just when the food
was served, he went to my
room and 1 followed to catch
him alone to show him the
ainting 1 had done for him.
took me in his arms and
we stood there l:.r}rinﬁ. Then
he said that it was all his fate,
when |
tell him that there were
chances we could have thought
again. he started to shout. |
pushed him into my room, so
that my parents and all the
guests would not hear him.
Suddenly, he turned into a
monster out of control. He
kept on shuuult;ljg. no matter
how much | told him to cool
down. Then as abusive words
started fo come out of his
mouth he came towards me,
he hit me first with his right
hand. Then with his left. | told
him to stop unable to believe
this was really happening. Next
thing | remember:

e used abuslw:.wnrg;
against my parents over a
over again along with abusing
me.

There were more slaps on

face and he threw me from
lace to another.

e grabbed my hair and
lled down on the floor to

g my head on the floor.

He repeatedly, said, "You
keep on spreading to people
that | beat you? See how | can
really beal you.”" | don't re
member telling anyone such
things. Tearing off more and
more handful of my hair he
repeatedly hit me for some
time.

He held my throat for a
while, then gave another blow
with his right hand, got up and
sat on my bed still shouting. |
lay motionless on the floor on
my left side. When | had the
courage to look at him, he
sprang up and came to me 0

one

protested. As | tried to '

-"q-

.-"'

kick with his boots, ...times (I
can't recall).

Then slowly [ tried to get
up, when he held my throat
again and pushed me to the
floor and spit on my face three
times. He looked like a maniac!
(a psychopath maybe). That
face will haunt me till the day I
die. 1 did not want to fight
back because there was no use,
and | found that he was drunk
and as usual (as for the last two
years) he was saying things
which are totally nonsense.

| lay on the floor and saw
him taking off his belt. Know-
ing what was coming. I cov-
ered my face ‘only and felt
countless slashing on back.
I prayed for "strength” and
someone to come before he
killed me. | tried ot fto con-
centrate on him and I be-
lieve, that is how [ got the

st h to ‘bear it
en it stopped. | got u
Immediately punrpred

me on my face. [ felt blood
oozing out of my nose as | ran
towards the bathroom. Then I
tried to get up op my knees
when his left leg came hard

with a kick on stomach
when | was totally breathless.
That was the only time, |

called out my friend's name
and fell on the bed

By this time my friend
brought his friend and opened
the r. As | ran into the
bathroom to wash my face. his
friend ran for ice and my

friend tried to sto

KT > -

him as he
came inside the bathroom to
hit me for the last time on my
left cheek just below the eye.
No one was prepared for such
a guick blow.

My friend dragged him out
with the help of his friend and
I lell on the basin only to
watch the flow of blood.

It was 9:45 pm. | was taken
to the clinic, where | was told
to see an ENT specialist right
away for the nose. The doctor
and nurse helped to stop the
blood flow. gave two injections
and wanted to see the bruises
on my body. A tiny part of my
upper front teeth had been
broken. | had terrible swollen
black eyes.

My mother told me later
that had come to my par-
epts that morning to tell them
why we broke up and that, we
would remain friends and not
get married. During the party
in the same evening. he called
all the guests outside and told
them the same thing. Then
within 15 minutes he did such
a horrifying thing to me!

| am totally confused about
my five-year relationship with
him.

People ask me why 1 didn't
run or scream for help

My answer is: a victim usu-
ally loses strength to run while
being beaten. He could be-
come more ferocious if [ tried
to run. Besides, my parents
could never tolerate their

U

1. 30am Adventure
Dust 15 (Arsbec Subtitles) 930

Lot My

Fmrruly The Siem Ome 17
(Arabic Subtitiesi 11:30 Famidy -
The Bartlers 15 (Hind Subtities)
1:30 Western - Butch And Sun
dence  The Larly Days (Hindh
Subtrties) 3:30 Family : Place At
The Coast (Mnd Subtitles) 5:30
Comedy Carry On Up The Khy
ber 1S (Hind Subtities) 700
i Stae Fove 7:30 Comedy A
Private Femchion 15 Mind Subi
es 800 US Top Tem 830
Romance Book O Lowe 15

daughter being attacked like
that, If 1 screamed or ran out,
it's very well understood that
my father would have gone to
fight with him. Could an old
man win in ﬂghunpilagainat a
strong monster? y f[ather
would have been physically as-
saulted, even my mother could
be hurt by him, and the whole
situation could get worse. But
what really stopped me from
screaining was tﬂat apart [rom
the neighbours, the guests
would know what was reall

halﬁning. | was too ashamed.
y didn't | file a case,
when mr Earcnts insisted?
First ol all, his monstrous atti-
tude reminded me of his
worst capabilities and 1 was
afraid that he'd become more
ferocious after being released.
Released? Yes. Because he has
ood connection with the po-
ice. Within 2/3 days he'd be
out, The police officer when
contacted wanted to know if
we had enough witnesses from
both sides. Yes, but the wit-
nesses on his side would
never come forward for me.

So, | forgot about filing case.
What's the use?

This is happening to a lot of
women and everyone needs
help. the way [ need. Day and
nigﬁt. whether at work or at
home with family, whether be-
riends or with
something else, whether alone
or at sleep. | am haunted.

Most victims of such abuse
do not talk about this kind of
experience, because of many
obstructions. The society is
dirty. some people wait to
spread the news to our shock
the people we most trusted,
become enemies.

But silence is our enemy.
We need to win this fight. 1
would tell every woman not to
make the mistake which | have
made. Think twice, whenever
you are in doubt. before letting
yourself face these sort of inci-
dence, no matter what, no
man has a right to abuse a
woman in this way. This is

hysical and mental torture.

hysical pain and scars will go
away but mental scars will
remain all through life. Those
who can survive with that. are
very strong. bold and coura-
geous and very very lucky

| am a working woman to-
tally sell dependant. and could
never imagine this kind of in-
cident happening to me. But,
nothing could stop me. I went
to the office and everyone
knew. Women colleagues were
proud that | haven't been
scared to hide mysell. Why
should I? My face showed how
brutal a man can be — a man
who boasts that he comes from

ing busy with

an educated family. he is him-
self an MBA. that le offer
him good job and that he is

not just like other men(?)

| am enjoying my freedom
because | never felt free with
him. Giving my parents,
friends time. which for him 1|
couldn't de because he was al-
ways keeping me busy with
him.

Now that it is all over. | am
still haunted by that incident.
But | really thank my stars that
| was saved from a marriage
that would have been the worst
kind of hell.
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More Girls Dropout of School in Meherpur

by M M Islam

ORE and more girl stu
dents are dropping out
from schools across

the district of Meherpur
despite government efforts to
romote female education.
ucrative offers like stipend
and free education up to class
eight seem to have failed to
retain girls at schools.
Meherpur is still grapplin
with num‘lmus tradil%nngf s.u?
cio-economic barriers and cul-
tural hangovers — superstition,
early marriage and, above all,
verty. As a result, campaign
or girls' education failed to
arouse the people of this re-
mote frontier district. Even
the [inancial help has had lit-.
tle or no effect.
The government has intro-

duced stipends for female stu-
dents in
Female Secondary School As-
sistance Project to attract the
girls to school.
class VI

stipend while those of class

the district under

Students of
get Tk 300 a year as

VII and VIl receive Tk 360,
and IX and X Tk 920.

Married students are not
eligible for the stipend. Also a
girl loses her stipend as soon
she gets married while in
school.

But contrary to improve-
ment, enrollment of girl stu-
dents in different high schools
in the district, in fact, fell this
year. The situation in the town
is also disgraceful, said a
school teacher.

An investigation conducted

in Meherpur Girls High
School, a non-government
“institution at the heart of the

Meherpur town, showed that
140 girl students enrolled in
the school in 1991. Of them,
only 36 are appearing in the
ongoing SSC examination
while the rest left the school
since '91. :

Begum Badrunnahar, Head
Mistress of the school, at-
tributed the alarming dropout
to early marriage and lack of

social and economic security.

"It's not unique to my
school, It's a common scenario
in schools throughout the dis-
trictg’ she said. "Our society is
not yet ready to recognise the
importance of female educa-
tion, it's unfoftunate.” Badrun-
nahar lamented.

The students of Meherpur
Girls' High School are mainly
from, poor families with con-
servative backgrounds and
cannot, therefore. avoid tradi-
tional practices like early mar-

riage. The headmistress also

pointed out various social nui
sance, including teasing of
school going girls by 'mastans’.
as one of the factors making
uardians reluctant to send

their daughters to school.

Police agree that various
social nuisance influence the
conservative guardians to keep
their girls indoors.

‘It's a social problem, we
will have to fight it socially. But
the way our guardians are try-

Ao

ing to get rid of this menace
cannol be supported. In the

pretext of protecting their
daughters, parents- are
destroying their future,” said .
an aggrieved Thana Nirbahi
Officer (TNO).

Apart from dropout and low
enrollment, attendance of girl
students is also extremely
poor. According to a report,
the attendance of 10,000 girl
students at 46 primary schools
in Meherpur thana headquar-
ter is only 40 per cenl.

Opportunities for admission
are also limited for girl stu-
dents. There are only two girls
high schools in thana head-
quarters of the district where
women constitute 50 per cent
of the total population of 1.60
lakh.

There are allegations of
CGJ:'I'UFHDH and irregularities in
distribution of stipends which
again is discpuraging poor par-
ents to send their daughters to
school. — NEWS N ORK

T s

Non-formal Education — a solution for female drop-outs from school

— Photo: Shehzad Noorani/UNICEF

News Briefs
Violence Against Women

The Daily Star (21.4.96]):
Sabita Rani. 2]1. was beaten to
death. allegedly by her hus-
band. at Munuria viﬂagf in
Sadar thana on April 20th
Daughter of Kalipada of
Narayanpur village. Sabita was
married to Monojit for 5
years Sabita s guardian had to
pay 16 000 taka in cash. a bi-
cycle and a two in one as
dowry. But this did not satisfy

1190 Ghaave

Monojit who continued 1o tor
ture Sabita asking for more
do

her up demanding a television
set. Police later recovered
Sabita's body which was hang-
ing from a branch of a tree
near Monojit's house. The body
was sent to the morgue for au-
topsy.

A case was filed with th;‘j)o—
lice but Monojit has absconded
since the murder.

The Dail (12.4.96):
(Khagrac

Star
hari)

LW R e — —

Entertainment Guide

Basar (senal) 10:00 Bengab

WTY.
On April 20th Monojit beat *

Mahima
Khatun, 21, a young housewife

Mews 1050 Busmess Roundup
1100 Mano Yo Na Mano 11:30
Hum Paanch 1200 Tann 1230
Poampars 100 Aman Pamts
Yandon K¢ Rong 130 Ranse
(Araec) 200 Awrsg Mustasa
Kata (Arsbeet 2230  Dareline
South Ame (Arsinc) 308 Infe
Lamsent | TINIM)
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B00am Tiows Aw T
pmaMamd/Naat §:20 Coartoon
B30 Khatwpn 045 Cut Prece
820 Ashang & Roshm 9545
Phool Chand 1005 Sena Chand

11:30 Cne Matmnes Hnds Feature
Fidm 2:30 Task Jhask 3:00 Apne
Jose Tapes 3.30 Mere Meszage
Mer Geet 400 Surl Whesl of
Fourtone (Game Show) 430
Faasle 500 OMara 530 The
Tiwee Stooges 6:00 Denms The
Menace 6§30 | Dream of Jeanme
7490 Ek Rang Lamne Hazaw 130
Mere Message Men Geet 5:00
Seort Wheel 01 Fowrtune (Game
Show! §:30 Ravan 9:30 Hospnal
1000 Ashat 10:30 Task Jhaak
1190 Dekh Tamasa Dekh 11:30
Yeh Sadh Malw Ho Sakti 1200
J smana Bedal Gaya 12-30 Ravan
1:30 Mere Message Men Geet

8 10 Shastnyo Sangeet §:20
Binodon B:30 Sw Sangeet 9:00
Jmanw 530 Swapner Baw
10:00 MNazrul geeti 10:15 Lok
geet: 10:30 Ek Shipi Onek Gaan
1200 ETV Programme 12:30
Nabi Ganjer Daitya 1:00 Janam
1:30 Bengali Movie Chub Film
Show 5:05 Nepali Program 5:30

News 535 Salwthya Samuskrity
00 Palli Katha 530 Chakry
Khabar §:55 Padd Masier Barm

Baksa 7:30 Bangla Sambad 800
Swr Sangest 5:30 Dole Nabad

Mawie Chub Film Show

Sama 12:15 Filmi Baaten 12:45
Khatroon Ki Kihdadi 3-30 Amne
Samne Antakshr 4:00 Mere Hum
Safar 700 Hit Has Fit Hai 7:30

Torana 8:00 Tradors 8:30 Cin
ema Cinema 9:00 Mowes Masti
Magic 9:30 Premuere 12:30 Films
Bastein 12:45 Filmi Basten
Shanker Lal

_ | SELETV T

00:30am Kishore Kuma pecia
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290 BBC Worid News 2-30 Time
Dut Tomorrow’'s Worid 3-08 BBL
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Sephwya 190 Big Bang V) Ales
sandra 430 By Demand V) Trey

Courtgows. 830 Frame By Frame

§30am Transiormers 700

Knchen 1108 £ -
Gabrele 12-38 Samta Barbara
130 The Bold & The Beautiful
290 The Oprah Winivey
390 Remngton Stesle 400 ‘de
Medic: Kinchen &30 €' TV
Teenage Mutant Ning T
530 The New Lasse
The Advemtres F The
Stalhon 530 Batman 7080
and hway 730 Emertammen
Tomght B0 MASH B30 0
Jurg Stremt B30 The X Fies

fifis

Mane Ya Na Mano on Zee TV, Tonighi at 11100

e

10:38 The Bold and The Beauliiul
11808 Sema Babara 17:00mm
Mard Copy 12:30 Beverly Wil
90210 198 The Fall Guy 230
Entestamment Tomght 300 The
Opah Wotrey Show 400 Hard
Copy 4:30 Home and Away 5:00
The Sullwans 930 Gabretie

$08am ernam  Fopthal
League WL 630 Imtenations
Motorsports News 800 New

Semer PGA

996 Fmal Day

TBC wa Shy

Germas Football

Tha Kackbos-

g 30 Champs
Borng 10080 BCX Contmued

(Hinds Subtmies: 1130 Gold
The Last Seduction '8 (Arabu
Subirties) 1:30 At Dark
Misge 18 (Arabic Subusties)
330 Aher Deark © The Mean
Season 18 (Arabic Subtifies)
5:30 Comedy : Only The Lonsly
15 (Aaic Subtirles)

5 J0am infotanment (TMM)
600 Jagan 700 ZED-Nays A

(Drama Senal) 10:30 Butions &
Rustys (Eng Fim) 1058 Ml
Naghma 1100 Khalwam 11:10
habshaa 1155 Tee Play
Drama Senall 1245 Oswasl
1255 Qwan-¢ Hakeem & Biamdd
lah 115 Mugaddar (Drama Senal)

19:35 Mast Mast Sanye 11:15
Urde Featwe Film & Khas Khas
Khatw . Close down
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i
L

700 Yeadon Ki Barat

wip Mayshali 900 Naksatrer
Mukhomukin 330 Swapner

01:00 Bachche Man Ke

0200
Rekha Special 03-00 Aaya Sawan

allegedly committed suicide to
escape from the tyrannies of
her husband and sister-in-law.
Khatun was martied to Em-
dadul Haque. of Polashpur vil-
in Matiranga thana of the
district, in December 1990.
The marriage turned out to be
a failure since she couldn't give
birth to any child during six
years of marriage. As a result
she had been intolerably tor-
mented by her husband and
sister-in-law, like countless
woman in Bangladesh. The
poor women. who was just an-
other victim of the lack of so-
cial security, ended her life by

04:00 R D Burman Special 05.00
Devotional 06:00 Amitabh Bach
chan Special 07:00 Party Time
08:00 Mahammed Rafi Speciel
09:00 Best 0f The Best 10:00
Dharmendra Special 11:00 Love
Love Love 12:00 Asha Bhonsle
Special 1:00 Tarane Awr Fasane
2:00 Rajesh Khanpa Special 3:00
Wonder Wings Amar Prem 3:30
Zaike Ka Salac 4:00 Hit Thi Hi
Hai 4:30 Lakhani Advance Book:
ing 5:00 Young Buzz 5:30 Lata
Mangeshkar Special 6:30 Ched
Chad 7:30 Shadyantra 8:00
Sasth Sasth 8:30 Liberty Pubbc
Demand 9:30 Sisila 10:00 Top
Of The Tops 10:30 Newsline
11:00 Kuch Pal Asap Ke Saath
12:00 Kishore Kumar Special

A iy ) uo geor] Bsv ‘Asegg yeadg

drinking poison.

The . Daily Star  [9.4.96).
(Chittagong] A ynung house
wife was stabbed to death by
unidentified assailants at
Patharghata in the city today.

The victim., Rekha Rani Das
(32], was wife of Balai Banik a
goldsmith. According to police

and witnesses, a grpup of six
miscreants storme their
house at about 11 am and

stabbed her repeatedly. She
was rushed to Chittagong Med-
ical Hospital where the doc-
tors declared her dead.

by Jim Davis

[ WANT THAT
USHER'S NAME!
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