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Code of Conduct

It is goad news that the EC-drafted 2?-polnt|
code of conduct has an endorsement from all the
major political parties. When the contending —
often bitterly rivalrous — parties agree on the vari-
ous guidelines to be followed by them for
smoothly holding a free and fair election, it cer-
tainly augurs well for the democratie process. A
good beginning is always welcome and makes the I
task so much the easier for completion. It should
not, however, give a lalse sense that there is scope
for relaxation at any point before the elegtion is
over.

The fact that all the major political parties not
only gave their consent to the code of conduct but
have actually contributed to its formulation, makes
the code an inviolable agreement which has to be
honoured. For all practical purposes, the code of
conduct has become an article of trust between
the political parties and the voters. The underlin-
ing point is to turn the whole election process into
a rational, fair and unhindered competition.

What we need now is a public announcement
from all the parties that they fully endorse the
code of conduct and that they stand committed to
abiding by the same. The next thing that comes in
order of importance is to take effective measures
by the party hierarchies to percolate this message
down to the bottom of their organisations. The
do's and dont's have to be followed in their letter
and spirit. Let the onus be on the parties to uphold
the agreed principles and norms.

Here is a test case for the parties' commitment
to democracy. The more transparent a party be-
comes during the electioneering, the greater en-
dorsement by people it is expected to enjoy. A
strong monitoring system must be in place to in-
form the people as to which party is blamable for a
breach of the code of conduct, if any. That way |.
the people will be better equipped to make their
own judgement on both'the parties and the candi-
dates.

We must remember that the EC cannot solely be
responsible for implementing the code. In fact,
the responsibility lies fully and solely with the po-
litical parties. -

Empowering the Pollsmen
Teachers drawn from various levels form the
| mainstay of the conduct of general elections. From
no other single profession can you get so many at
once and capable of doing the needful with so
| much fairess and competence. In any democratic
nation what the teachers do at the polling centres
could be a delightful diversion for them. Not so in
Bangladesh. The centres often enough are taken
over by pirates looting ballots and stuffing boxes
with them and the centre locale do turn into war
exercise zones. What are the teachers and other
officials in charge of the centre supposed to do |
against this ?

It is good that the teachers have taken their
problem to Chief Adviser Muhammad Habibur

Rahman and placed before him a number of very
wise recommendations. Presiding officers must be
duly empowered to prevent violations of their cen-
tres by gangs and to ensure smooth and unhin-
dered voting and an atmosphere congenial to the
exercise of their right. This empowerment should
be made by giving them magisterial powers of ar-
resting and summarily punishing trespassers and
carriers of arms.

. We support this sensible recommendation. In
fact the presiding officers should be enjoined to
keep the centres clear of all not discharging elec-
tion duties. As things are now, the officers hardly
feel bold enough to ask anyone to clear out. The |
empowerment and a judicious use of this should
heal the centre chief of such beleaguered mentality
and help him effectively preside over the day's
proceedings.

But how can the presiding officers put into ef-
fect their powers without an armed posse of
adequate strength? The teachers' recommen-
dation is that elections be held on differént dates
in different zones to help government mobilise
maximum security at all polling centers.

While it is necessary that there be enough
armed personnel to ensure trouble-free polling
and s follow-ups, staggering the election over
different days may not at all be advisable. Results
| or even rumoured results of the first day of polling
will tend to influence voting on the subsequent
days. The chance of better mobilisation of security
personnel on different days would offer a golden
opportunity to parties to concentrate on smaller
areas and influence voting undesirably. -

The government must exhaust all of its re-
sources, if need be, to properly man the polling
centres against all kinds of violation. And this has
to be done without staggering the polls.

We are happy the teachers have spoken out at
the right place and at the right moment. ,

Meeting Forest Emergency

Mercifully the fire that raged for two days in the
Sundarbans has been brought under contrel, Pre-
-liminagv reports say that only 200 acres were
burnt down and the damage is not extensive. We
might count ourselves very lucky if two days' fire
has caused so little damage. Hats off to the various
agencies and individuals who lent their hands in
this most daunting fire fighting effort. '

The situation certainly could be worse and we
might have ended up with a catastrophe. How-
ever, here is a warning served by this incident for
us to raise the level of preparedness against a
large-scale bush fire — like the ones that occur in
Australia or the USA. Do we have the equipment
and trained personnel in place to fight such an in-
ferno? certauﬂg' not. The Sundarbans spreading in
the south and south-west of the country are a
unique mangrove - forest protecting the country
from very many natural onslaughts. =

The nation earns a huge income from the Sun- |
darbans. From its annual revenue receipts let us
set aside a small portion to create a fund for

the emergéncies such as the one that we

| meeting
just experienced.

VUITE early in the
election ,campaign the
major pelitical parties
rticularly BNP — have
locused on loreign policy
issues BNP has tried 1o
s¢11l Itsell as the defender of
independence and sovereignty
while accusing that its oppo-
nents would sell oul the coun-
try. It is a lalse start for us
there are more pressing do
mestic policy issues which
need to be addressed by all the
major political parties contest
ing the election It is often said
that politicians pick up foreign
issues when they have
ittle credible to offer on do-
mestic policies. For a.small
country like Bangladesh for
eign policy is a less important
issue — and whatever impor-
tance it has derives [rom its
domestic implications. Furc:gn
policy can important for
ma s — such as USA —
which have to play a global
role
Constitutional and

cal basis of policy:
fundamentals of our forei
policy are enunciated in t
Constitution. Broadly. these in-
clude the following principles
respect for soverejgnty of
other countries, peaceful set-
tlement of international dis-
utes, respect for international
aw and the principles of the
UN Charter; renunciation of
use of force in international re-
lations and disarmament: right
of sell-determination for all
peoples: and support for op
pressed peoples In just strug-

gles against imperialism.
colonialism or racism.  [Article
25(1))

The above principles were
incorporated in the original
Constitution adopted in 1972
A new ideological element was
added in 1977 aimed at pro
moting relations with Muslim
countries. "The State shall en-
deavour to consolidate, pre-
serve and strengthen fraternal
relations among Muslim coun-
tries based on Islamie solidar-
ity.” [Article 25(2)]. The
amendment was effected
through Proclamation Order
No. | of 1977.

Our foreign policy has
evolved within these parame-
tres. However, there are occa
sions when the government
had to take sides in conflicts
among friendly countries. For
instance, in the Gulf War we
took sides with Kuwail though
the Constitution enjoins on us
the task of consolidating ang
strengthening Iraternal rela-
tions among Muslim countries.
The ideclogy has 1o be pursued
with a sense of pragmatism.

pre-

e

Phases of foreign policy:
Our foreign policy was influ

enced the experience of the
War of Independence and
ideological orientations o

successive governments as
well as expediency The USSH

India and most socialist or
communist countries
excepting China supported the
wWar. al laid the basls for
close relations with India,
USSR 'and the socialist

countries In the early stage of
our independence.
During the war and imme-

diately after independence,
Bangladesh sought to win
recognition and expand

diplomatic relation widely [t
won membership of Common -
wealth, UN, OIC and NAM
Membership of some of the
UN systemn institutions had
preceded UN membership:
they can admit members inde-

ndently of UN — e g. WHO
FI:'} UNESCO. etc. Recognition
by non-socialist countries also
increased Bangabandhu's visit
to Egypt and Kuwait signified
closer relations with Muslim
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tions among the member:
countries and reduce lension
among them According to
many. a hidden agendum was
Lo join !?rthtr o overcome
Indian influence in the region
which derived from its size as
well as location in the region
SAARC does not reject cioser
relation with India, rather it
rovides a new forum for en-
anced relation between all
member - countries includl:g
india. SAARC attains enhanc
significance fn the post-Cold
War system of international
relations. rigid division of
the Cold War world into two.
blocs led by two super powers
is being replaced by a more
complex mosaic of relation-
ship. According to Henry
Kissinger — a pragmatist and
believer in gun- t diplomacy
— the new international sys-
tem will have "at least six ma-
jor wers the United
States. Eu . China. Japan,
Russia. and prebably India — as
well as a multiplicity of

countries. removal of which
can increase trade. This will be
an essential element in suc-
cessful implementation of
SAPTA. Begum Khaleda Zia can
lake some credit for these
successful steps towards coop-
eration. she was Prime Mimis-
ter and Chairperson of SAARC
when some these initiatives
were taken

Growing imbalance t}fcrﬂr'
ments between Bangladesh
and India -- the imbalance be-
ing against Bangladesh — has
surfaced as an intriguing prob-
lem. However. the problem has
been handled in the context of
an obsolete — if not unin-
formmed — economic paradigm.
Trade liberalisation started
much earlier in Bangladesh
and it is also deeper than in
India. A liberalising country
experiences a sharp increase
in import and a growing cur-
rent account gap SAPTA pro-
vides for preferential trade ar-
rangements among the mem-
ber countries As a result,

Foreign Policy No Substitute for Domestic Issues

Jamdani were exported, it
would still be imsignificant:
more importantly. the inputs
for jamdani excepti labour
are mostly imported — per-
haps some from India. On
net. export of value addition is
much too small relative to the
magnitude and complexity of
the problem. ‘
Statesmanship and respon-
sibility: The BNP leadership
did not pick en these issues:
they chose issues which are
emotionally surcharged angd
presented them in confusing
innuendoes. They referred to
threat to sovereignty of the
counfry and the so-called
treaty of slavery (golamir
chukti). both representing
sentimental aspects of the
same phenomenon i.e.
threat from India and con-
nivance of some parties or
leaders to act as India's quis-
lings. These statements raise
serious questions of states-
manship and administrative

rwyi:mimﬂ]yac-

cessible to public. if it is a

.

For a small country like Bangladesh foreign policy is a less
has derives from its domestic implications. Foreign

countries, Kuwait was outside
the sphere of influence of
USSR and close to Saudi Ara-
bia. He visited Japan also
which is currently the largest
source of bilateral aid.

USA and China were against
the Independence Movement
of Bangladesh They saw our
movement in‘the context of
global polftical hegemony. Ces-
salion ol the eastern province
woulld weaken Pakistan. a close
ally of USA as well as China:
newly -independent Hanﬁlldenh
as a member of USSR-India
sphere of influence would tit
the balance of international

wer againsi both USA and
‘hina elation with USA,
China and Saudi Arabia did not
normalise or improve until
after assassination of Banga
bandhu. However, the US pub
lic opinion and Democratic
Party leadership showed deep
sympathy lor our indepen-
dence movement; normalisa-
tion of relationship was only a
matter of time. It Is unlikel
Lthat Bangladesh would be ad-
mitted to OIC or get close with
Kuwait if Saudi Arabia opposed
tbo stubbomly.

The most significant inno-
vation in our loreign policy in
the post-Mujibis period is

SAARC which owes its origin .

to President Ziaur Rahman. It
aimed al improvement of rela-

— such as USA — which have to play a global role

medium-sized and smaller
countries.” | Diplomacy. Simon
& Schuster. 1995, p. 23-4.]
The medium-sized and smaller
courniries are trending towards
regional blocs for economic —
and not infrequently — defence
cooperation -
allacy of jamdani eceo-
nomics: There are several is
suecs of substance betieen
Bangladesh and India which
offer threats of intense conflict
as well as opportunities of
mutually beneficlal coopera
tion. Success In reducing con
flict and Improving coopera-
tion seems to have eluded both
countries even when the ad-
vantages were apparent. Shar-
ing ol water has proved iIn-
tractable Bangladesh shares its
major rivers with India which
cannot deprive the lower ri
rian country. yet the conflict
1as gol worse over lime and
tends to colour all other
aspects ol relationship be
tween the two countries The
issue of river Is also mixed up
with inter-state relationship
wrthin India; but that cannot
justify failure of India to come
lo terms on the basis of inter
national practices,

Transit traffic offers great
opportunities for cooperation.
A study by SAARC Secretariat
identified the transport con-
straints among the member-

trade b-crm:.cn the two coun-
tries is predicted to grow on
account of both trade creation
and trade diversion — ie the
increasimg volume of trade
with India is partly due, to the
import surﬁe of Hanﬂadc:h
and partly due to diversion of
tracddle from other areas —
thanks to SAPTA and the in-
herent advantage of proximity
which lowers transportation
cest. The nature of .the prob

lem will elude our policy elite

if 1t is not placed in the con
text of the structural change
that Bangladesh Is going
through

A substantial part of the in-
crease ol import from India
reflects our weakness In
rrmnaﬂlr the society as well as
production and resource en
dowment Consider the large
number of students and pa-
tients who go t6 India now: if
adequate educational and
health facilities were available
within the country, the num
ber would be much smaller. In
any case. India is a lower-
priced substitule of other
countries. The range of prod-
ucts which we can export is
rather limited — and many of
them incorperates imported
inputs. Take the case of jam-
dani sart — an item which was
laken up at the level of Prime
Minister also: even if all our

Less than Half a Loaf, but Something

FTER watting several

years [or LIS military

equipment that it "had
=

acy paid for. there now
seems Lo be some light a1 the
end of the tunnel in Pakistan's
gquest for actual transfer of
some of the equipment to this
country. After the sanctions
mandated by the Pressler
Amendment came into effect
in 1990. successive Pakistani
governments have been fight-
ing a continuous battle to ob-
tain 1) mainly the Fl16s parked
in the Mojave Desert for which
it had already paid S658 mil-
lion, 2] the package of equip-
ment including P-3C Orion
aircraft, Harpoon missiles,
AIM-9L sidewinders, etc, for
which it had already paid S368
million, and 3) equipment of
various categories worth S283
million, the money alread
havin% been paid. but whic
the US government considers
significant upgrade in the
sgme manner as il does the F-
16s.

Sponsored by US Senator
Hank Brown, the Brown
Amendment was singed in
January 1996 into law as part
of the 1997 Foreign ration
Appropriations Bill, This is
essentially a "Clarification of
Restriction on Pakistan's that
allows equipment already paid
for (other than F-16s) pursuant
to contracts or cases entered
into before Qct 1. 1990 to be
transferred to Pakistan. Sty-
mied by this success, some-
thing that Ambassador Ms
Maleeha Lodhi can be rightly
proud of, the anti-Pakistan and
non-proliferation lobbies lost
no time in inventing new ex-
cuses to delay deliverieg. Over

- a 100 news items appeared in

the US press in March 1998
about the alie.yred sug‘ply of
‘ring magnets” from China to

Pakistan meant for use in ura-
nium enrichment. Despite the
flimsy evidence at hand, the
US Administration seriously
considered sanctions against
both China and Pakistan.

The anti-China lobby which
had been militating against the
Most Favoured Nation [(MFN)
status to China added their
nuisance value. Wifh Republi-
cans looking for issues against
the incumbent Democratic
President in an election-year

makes it even more compli-

cated for Pakistan. If nothin
else, justice has been dcnieﬁ
these many years by
layed, justice is now being
partially delivered, without the
‘crucial F-16s we desperately
need to augment our air de-
fences. 5
President Clinton informed
Pakistan Prime Minister Ms

Benazir Bhutto through visiting’

US Assistant Secretary of State
Robin Raphel that despite ob-
vious “problems" he .intended

to implement the Brown
Amendment. One should be
rateful for small mercies,
akistan should thus get deliv-
ery of a packag
equipment that it had already
gai 8368 million for, i.e. 1)
x P-3C Orion aircraft, 2) 28x
Harpoon anti-ship missiles, 3)
360x AIM-9L SicB:wihder air-
to-air missiles, 4) 18xC-night
sighting and targeting kits for

de- '

e of US military

Cobra helicopters and 5)
24xM 198 towed howitzers.
For, weaponry that would con-
linue to be held captive by US
because of non-proliferation
sanctions mandated by
Pressler, Pakistan would get a
refund of $284 million.

-The US Federal Reserve
Bank will release a cheque to
Pakistan for S124 million, fol-
lowed in June by-$160 million
or so in foreign military sales
(FMS) credits. This welcome
development notwithstanding,
cases worth USS 750 million
remain in dispute. Or this
amount S658 million is for F-
16s and about $60 million for
Spare parts, missiles. etc., for
the Brooke and Garcia-class
frigates earlier released to
Pakistan and then later re-
scind in the package allowable
under the Brown Amendment.
In the package considéred de-
liverable. $24 million worth of
night sights. etc.. for the Cobra
gunships are taken to be a
significant military upgrade
and such remain contentious
equipment which may never
be delivered to Pakistan.

tion model that is capable of
detectisig .decoys ¢n roule Lo
the target after launching from
the aireraft. This “"smart”
missile is a much-needed addi-
tion to its armoury given the
numbers it will have to engage
iR air combat to maintain vi-
tally necessary air-superiority
over the battlefield. The non-
delivery of F-16s remains an
acute disappointment for us,
particularly gi(‘ausc of the ag-
ing of our combat aircraft but
one cannot write off the
equipment to be delivered as
junk”.

The Defence Consultative
Committee (DCC) of the cqhi-
net met in full strength 'on
April 18. 1996 to consider the
action to be taken about tMe
disputed equipment or the
5750 million amount thereof
in lieu. whether to take legal
action against the US in either
US Courts or ihe International
Court of Justice at the Hague.
The Statu‘e of limitations
running for six yeats, the Pak-
istani establishment has ben
worried that it would expire in
September this year if one

obstacles
raised by powerful lobbies
orchestrated by the Indians,
friends of Pakistan within the
US Administration and
Congress have been mobilised
by Ambassador Lodhi and her
Lteanl to convince President
Clinton that the commitment
to Pakistan must be kept so as
to bolster the sagging mutual
relatisnships in a region that
needs Pakistan as a moderate
courller-balance.

Within Pakistan, cynics re-
main very vocal about the
“junk” to be given to the coun-
try as a sop to the critical re-
quirement of F-16s for the
Pakistan Air Force (PAF). Part
of this is misconception
derived from the equipment
that Pakistan had seni for re-
pairs, retrofitting and mod-
ernisation, which, in fact, can
really be classified as almost
junk after all these years in
storage. On the other hand,
the P-3C Orion &ircraft is ca-
pable of acguirl 1¢ targets at
150 km and launching Har-
poon missiles at 120 km
range, i.e. from outside the
radar range of Indian naval
warships, and as such an img-
‘portant piece of military harﬁl
ware that is a must for our
vastly outnumbered and out-
gunned Navy.

While Fﬂiman already pos-
sesses Harpoon ship-to-ship

eversion,
Pakistan naval platforms are
about the same as for their In-
dian counterparts, therefore
the induction of the air-to-ship
version will be quite a force-
multiplier for the Navy, for the

Despite the man

FAF the sidewinder missiles

now bein
AIM-9L

acquired is the
, a thi_rd-gmcra—

the radar range of

counts the period from Octo-
ber 1990 when the sanctions
were applied. However. legal
experts are of the opinion that
the default on the contract
took place in October 1993
when the first aircraft were
due to be delivered and such
we still have time till 1999 to
pursue the legal option if we so
choose.

The US government does
not seem 1o have any intention
ol handing over the F-16s in
the Mojave Desert (o us but the
Benazir government seems to
be anxipus not to embarrass
President cClinton by taking the
US Admisvistration to coyrt
when he |as been so forth€o-
ming towards Pakistan, critics
are of the view that there is
some dark unexplained reason
for not pursuing the legal op-
tion, given the advantage or
logie and facts on our side.

The darker side remains
very much a matter of specula-
tion with very flimsy evidence
and/or speculation to support
the contention that the pre-
sent Government of Pakistan
(GOP) has not really been in-
lerested in acquiring the F-
16s. This school of thought
contends that Benazir govern-

mernt is actually interested in
I:turchaatn Mirage-2000s at
etween to 90 million per
aircraft at 3 times the value of
the F-16s and as such did
nothing more vigerous than
mere tg-urrnrirr. When Mian
Nawaz Sharif visited France as
PM in 1992 Mirage-2000s
were being touted at 835-40
million each (fully loaded) and
the steep rise to more than
double of the value is said to be
because of the commissions
involved and not the normal

-actual

- (MAJ] convenientl

escalation. When Admiral Siro-
hey. then Chairman of JSCS,
was asked in 1991 whether
the muneg he was then seek-
ing for submarines had greater
priority then other equipment
on the critical list for the
Armed Forces, he opted for
equipment for Services other
than the Navy. .

The billion US dollar sub-
marine deal with France
rushed through in 1995 is thus
held up as an example of a not-
so critical purchase just to ob-
tain commissions. These char-
ges involve personalities other
than those civilians normally
targeted by rumours as the
recipient of com-
missions. Without the active
participation and collaboration
of the Chairman Joint Chiefs of
Staffs Committee (CJSSC),
currently Air Chief Marshal
Faroow Feroze Khan, and the
Chiefs of Air and Naval Staff,
Air Marshal Abbas Khattak and
Admiral Mansurul Haq Malik
respectively. the conspiracy

‘theory fails. Mereover, it will

also have to include a number
ol purely technical officers
right down the line since

induction of a new weapons «

system into‘the inventory of a
Service is not an ordinary.
routine thing. One or the other
officer of integrity and patrio-
tism in the packing order will
block malfeasance from takin
place. i. e. if he is not remov
as an "obstacle’ by retirement.
supercession, transfers etc.
On the other hand, for
those who consider bribes as
far-fetched fairy tales. a few
months ago a Military Attache
left a brief-
case containing half a million
US dollars in a Major General's

. office, either as a bribe or to

entrap him so as to facilitate
his removal since he was an
obstacle to a particular sale.
The General Officer immedi-
ately brought this to the notice
of his superiors in GHQ, get-
ting a buss on both cheeks by
an emotionally charged COAS,
Gen Waheed, for having the in-
tegrity and courage to walk
away from such a sum. How
many of us can really do that?
Stories about commissions will
not simply fade away, to satisfy
the mass public opinion why
not commission (no pun in-

tended) a professional investi-
gation company to trace so-
called "bribe money” as was
done in the Bofors scandal in
India?

For the moment, we must
make the best of a bad deal.
The Brown Amendment gives
us some equipment that we
badly need. at the same time it
signals a reversal of US policy
that was initiated to our detri
ment six years ago. As long as
we have not compromised our
independence and integrity to
obtain them, we must accept
that something is better than
nothing. The US government
has shown a level of comm-
itment that is commendable in
an election year. One hopes
that no promises have been
made which weuld ensure lon
gevity for the Benazir gover.
nment but only at the cost or
security craved for by Pakistan
as a nation. -

important issue — and whatever importance it
policy can be important for major powers

secret (treaty and Begum
Khaleda Zia had access to it in
her c:pad? as Prime Minis-
ter. she is duty-bound to keep

- its secrecy; she cannot use her

|

inlormation to stegl a march
on opponents to her party. If it
is not a secret treaty, then the
government should publish it
and allow the public te judge
for themselves The treaty has
almost run its course: there
was never an occasion to in
voke it Since the conclusion of
the treatv peo who are now
in BN el had been in

wer Ty did not
ave boon Lhrea . the
treaty nor did they take any
initlative to terminate it. Gen
erally, all treaties include pro-
vision for its early termination
at the request of one High
Contracting Party.

Khaleda Zia had been Prime
Minister and Defence Minister
for five years. During this pe-
riod she never felt any threat
to sovereignty of the country
nor had to put the defence
forces on alert, not to speak of
having them face the enemy
troops. There were border
skirmishes i(nvolving berder
forces and smuggling. These,
however, cannot construed
as threats to sovereignty. If we
o back further in history,
there never was an occasion
when the Government of
Bangladesh had to deploy or
even put the defence forces on

alert to defend our spver ty.
invocation of thé so-called
slavery treaty and threat to

sovereignty lacks credibility,
given the experience of the
counwry and Begum Zia's com-
duct of foreign policy while in
office.

There is an insidious com-
munal dimension to this pos-
ture in regard to domestic
politics. This appeals to a hard
core but small group of people
still trapped in the ideology of
Muslim separatism or two-na-
tion theory based on religious
belief, though it had become a
historical anachronism long
before its concrete repudiation
by emergence of Bangladesh
as an independent nation. This
misconceived ideology also
provided the rationale for the
atrocities committed on us in
1971. The position is invidi-
ous: it makes the Hindu minor-
ity feel insecure which intensi-
fies if drummed up too much.
Already, the Chakmas of the
Hill Tracts are a focus of inter-
national attention for judging
our treatment of the minority:
the picture gets bleaker if the
Hindu minority is added to the
list. That explains why no po-
litical party — including Begum
Zia's BNP — uses this card

while in office; but out of ofiice
does not care if it can'get a few
votes. =

Role of Election Commis-
sion: The Election Commission
(EC) can help raise the level of -
responsibility and openness in

ar tos

political debate. We suggest
that the following be consid-
ered for inclusion in the Code
of Conduct.

First. no pelitician and can-
didate can use any information
in their favour or against their
opponents if ad acress
to it while discharging their
official responsibility. is is
only enforcing the rule of con-
fidentiality which already ex-
ists. However. if the informa-
tion is not secret and they
want to use it, the Commission
must ask the government te
publish it and make it easily
accessible to the public.

Secondly. if candidate
andﬂﬂititian infrin the
confidentiality principle, they
should be liable tnugumm
including disqualification for
FParliamen election.

Thirdly. the Commission
should invoke the constitu-
tional provision which makes

le having all to
Drﬂﬂ states ineligible for
membership of Parliament.
[Article 66 [(2)c)}. Anvone who
leveis such tion

any candidate, pdltic:?wmm
and leader in any manner ex-
plicit or implicit should be
called upon to it: failure

be made a puni

and render the

the allegation anmm'ﬂ

Parliamentary tandidature.
Finaly. public statements

and s hes must conform

with t for policy posi-
maini-

offence

tion stated in t
festo and election manifesto
Every pelitical party has the
right to declare the for
policy it wants to pursue,
ject to conformity with the
Constitution. If its public
statements are in conflict with
the stated in the man-
ifesto. it is misleading public
opinion which is contrasy to
responsible and transparent
election carnﬁalgn.

On all these scores. the
Conunission issue w
to the candidates and politi-
cians to start with. for some of
the major leaders may come
urnider the mischief of this
ronduct, rule and election wil)
be s0 much mea with-
out their participation. En-
forcement of the conduct -
gested here is well within

to prove the tion should |

mandate of the EC: tht(g:- .

pose of an independent

mission is to ensure that there
Is greater (ransparency in
election proceedings and the
conduct of political leadership
shows greater sense of re-
sponsibility . -
Costly mistakes in foreign
policy: The pronouncements of
the political parties — espe-
cially their leaders — will in-
fTuenee our future foreign
Pﬂ“{‘;l The cost of mistakes
can high. Populist I:n.mp.g
may win some voles,
inadequate information and

vague lormulation of views. But

this will also determine how

much’ tryst others can place
our leadership. It is unp
for political relation as much
as for creating confidence in
loreign investors. Begum
Khaleda Zia's statements indi-
cate a weak grasp of the sensi-
tivity of foreign policy. Five
years as Prime Minister and
the high pedestal of the SAARC
Chairperson made little differ-
ence to her capacity to com-
prehend the complexity of for-
eign policy issues; given a
choice between crude appeal
for vote and the subtlety of in-
ternational relations, her paolit-
ical instinct tilts in favour ef
the former. In this context,
the following read from Henry
Kissinger may induce some so-
briety among our contending
leaders: -
"There is a vast difference
between the pective of an
analyst and that of a states-
man... The analyst can allot
whatever time is to
come to a clear conclusion; the
overwhelmirtg challenge to a
statesman is the pressure of
time. The analyst runs no risk.
If his conclusions prove wrong,

*he can write another treatise.

The statesman is permitted
only one guess; his mistakes
are irretrievable.” {Diplomacy,
1995. p.27).

Sir, A report, published in a
daily newspaper on April- 19,
1996 about Awami League cel-
ebrating victory, is astounding.
It was stated that about 4
Awami League activists
equipped with guns, pistols.
sharp weapons and lathis led
by Chowgachha thana Awami
League secrelary raided
Chandpur village and Huda

Chowgfachha, looled valuables,

sprayed Kkerosene on houses
and set them on fire.

As a result. houses. golas.
cowsheds and other valuahles
were turned into ashes. Awami
League activists did not even
allow the villagers to try to put
off the tire. They also mmanhan-
dled women and children. It
was learnt that the wvictims
were supporters of BNP. We
are stunned and just can't be-
lieve this sort of event happen-

. ing! In every country, there are

supporters of different politi-
cal parties but 1 don't know il
it ever happened anywhere
else in the world.

We know that after a fierce
fighting when a land is con
qur_'rﬂ:], the victors sometimes
behawe like it but the circum
stances in our country is not
like that. What victory are they
celebrating at the cost of peo
ple’'s sufferings? Do they con
sider themselves as outsiders?

| shudder to think what wnll
be the outcome if AL wins the
next general election and the
celebrating mood like the one
mention above takes place

agialin.

Nur Jahan

)} East Nasirabad. Chittagong

Sir, After the Renaissance,
French Revolution and Indus-
trial Revolution. the world is
now going through another
new revolution — Information
Revolution. But observing the
prevailing situation in our
country, it seems to me that
we have really fallen behind
from the rest of the world in
this regard.

Everybody will agree that in-
formation is power, and it
helps a ceuntry to attract for-
eign investors. uphold its sta-
tus to the international com-
munity. But our country is fail-
ing to do this important task.
In this connection. | want to
say about the Statistical Year
Book of Bangladesh- 1995, pub-
lished by the Bangladesh Bu-
reau of Statistics. Like every
year. it saw the light of the day
in January, 1996. But the dates

it has pl.it are two years old,

because most of the data it
contains are of the vear 1993
and a tew ol 1994 The data of
1995 are absent in this Book

Evervhody knows that

v

Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics X

is a big organisation under (Re
Flanning Ministry with
skilled people. But the job they
have done reminds one of the
proverb -~ "Much cry and little
wool | .
Md Firod Alam

324. Bangabandhu
Muyib Hall

Dhaka | niversily

Sheikh



