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= Dhaka Day by Day
Where Skin Colour Counts

by Farah Ghuznavi

There are few people who would deny that
we live in a society which is extremely colour-
conscious, If we actually sat back and counted
the number of times a week that we hear other
people make comments on this subject. as in
“So-and-so has become so dark — he/she looks
terrible!” or "1 feel sorry for that girl: she is so
dark that no-one will ever marry her”, it would

robably appall many of us. Commments such as
ﬁ'!EBE are made about both sexes, but it is
robably true to say that they are much more
irequently and negatively made about women
than men. After all, in a society which prizes
beaufy in women above all other qualities, if
the word for beauty ("shundor”) has become
interchangeable with the word for fair
(“farsha”). that is perhaps not an altogether
S sing result!
et few people think about how harmful at-
titudes like this can be. Most darker-skinned
individuals have felt the burden of such atti-
tudes at one time or another. In extreme
cases, they have even had quite traumatic ef-
fects on the people concerned. | have two
friends., who a}::::- ﬁa pen to be sisters. One of
them is extremely fair, and the other is not
particularly so. Yet despite the fact that the lat-
ter is very pretty and has lovely skin, she be-
came so sick of constantly hearing herself
compared (unfavourably, of course!) to her sis-

ter, that at ene stage she became a virtual -

recluse. | am happy.to say4hat this phase has
finally been relegated to the past. due to the efl-
forts of her friends and family, but for the ma-
or part of Her teenage years and early adult-

, she suffered badly as a result of com-
ments from stupid and insensitive people, who
were rather too free with their opinions.

In another, even more exireme case. a col-
league's cousin was frequently teased for look-
ing different from the rest of her lighter-

ned family. When she was younger, some
people even suggested, rather cruelly. that she
was in fact aduﬁtcd, Although she has never
discussed it with her family, she still carries
that fear around with her (at some level, she
obviously beli them), and has told her
cousin (my colleague) that she only wishes that
she had a birth certificate (she was not born in
B tal), so that she could check and make

sure the people who have brought her u

are her parents. This uncertainty sti
haunts her despite the fact that she is now

twenty-seven years old. The fact that our soci-
ety can inflict such intense and completely un-
necessary pain on some of its members is cer-
tainly one of the strongest indictments of
these attitudes that I can think of.

The stories about such views and the inci-
dents that they give rise to range from the
unpleasant (as above) to the absurd, and on oc-
casion, the downright bizarre. A friend of a
friend, Ejaz, recently came across yet another
fringe benefit of having markedly fair skin.
When he was attempting to park quite illegally
in a[l)nvat: parking sFacE in Dhaka city, the

uard at the ﬁarking ot came running up to
im, brandishing a stick and barking out
warnings to halt immediately. Without missing
a beat, Ejaz said (in his snootiest English ac-

cent), "I'm in a tremendous hurry. I'm just
trying to park my car. Okay?" Te his
amusement, the guard (thinking he was a

foreigner) not only lowered the arm holding
the stick, he saluted smartly, and said, "Yes,
sir”! And-lest you think this incident was a one
off. he managed to pull it off again when he
arked his car in the driveway of a popular
ndian restaurant in Dhaka a few days ago!

-

And one of the most bizarre incidents of
this type that | have come acress happened to
another friend of ours (who is also very fair),
who was flying on an internal flight to Dhaka.
On the plane, Rayad was sitting some distance
away from his parents. The garrulous individual
sitpll_lng next to him at first tried talking to him
in heavily accented English. After Rayad had

repeatedly informed him that he himself was a
Bangalee, and suggested that his neighbour
continue the conversation in Bangla, the man
was t‘l!llli'[l;‘. taken aback and informed him that
he did not look at all like a Bangalee. Then he
wanted to know if either of Rayad's parents
were foreigners. Rayad patiently informed him
that this was not the case, and pointed out his
F'ar:nts (neither of whom are as fair as he is).

is neighbour then scrutinised them un-
abashedly for some time. and then scrutinised
Rayad quite minutely as well, before pronounc-
ing his view that, "Ogulo apnar parents? Taho-
ley apnader family-tey kono zenetic flaw i
("Those are your parents? Then there is some
kind of "zenetic" — i.e. genetic — flaw in your
family™)!

Dr KT Hossain
dead

Dr Khandaker Toffazal Hos-
sain (KT Hossain), Professor of
Economics, Dhaka University,
died of brain haemorrhage
here at Suhrawar Hospital
Eﬁéﬂrday. He was 65, reports

5 1
He left behind his wife,
three sons and two daughters.

He was buried at Banani
graveyard yesterday evening.
Earlier his namaz-e-janaza was
held at Dhaka University cen-
tral mosque after Asr prayers.

Born on March 2, 1931 at
Ghatanti village in Bhuapur
thana of Tangail district, KT
Hossain joined Dhaka Univer-
sity as a lecturer in 1954. He
was promoted to the post of
Associate Professor in 1965
and Professor in 1974.

He retired from Dhaka Uni-
versity on June 30, 1991 but
was reappointed as Professor
till his death.

Qulkhwani of the deceased
will be held at House 16, Road
14, Sector No 3, Uttara after
Asr prayers on Friday.

Dhaka University Vice

Chancellgr Prof Emajuddin .

Ahmed has expressed dee
sorrow at the death of Prof K
Hossain.

He prayed for salvation of
the departed soul and ex-

pressed sympathy for the
members of the bereaved fam-
ily. '

Adviser for Finance and
Planning Dr Wahiduddin Mah-
mud also expressed profound
shock at the death of KT Hos-
sain. |

In a condolence message
the Adviser said the nation has
lost a dedicated educationist in
the death of KT Hossain.

Metrop!olitan

. sain Ashu,

Tribute to Khapra
Ward victims

Glowing tributes were paid
;,rtsttrda to the memory of
‘Khapra Ward” victims at a dis-
cussion organised by the
Communist Party of Bangla-
desh (CPB) in observance of
the "Khapra Ward Shaheed
Day." reports BSS.

?[‘he speakers at the discus-
sion said that the "Khapra
Ward@" incident was the first
protest against the Pakistani
dictatorship when the com-
munist political prisoners
through their sacrifices had
set up a milestone in the
democratic struggle of this
country.

They paid tributes to Com-
rade Bijon Sen, Hanif Sheikh,
Kamparam Singh, Delwar Hos-
sain, Anwar Hossain, Sudhin
Dhar and Shuken Bhattacharya
— who were killed in the
indiscriminate firirig by the

lice in the "Khapra Ward" of

jshahi Jail in 1950.

Presided over by.Comtade

Shahidullah Chowdhury. the |

meeting was addressed, among
others, CM Mujahidul Islam
Selim, Sunil Roy, Ashraf Hos-
Ruhin Hossain
Prince, Shaeen Rahman, Kazi
Sajjad Zahir, Anjar Roy.
Mostalfizur Rahman Masud and
Aslamuddin.

Qulkhwani

By Staff Correspondent

Qulkhwani of Nafis Sadik
Kanak will be held after Asr
prayers tomorrow at 16/D
Chameli in the city.

Kanak, a student of Dhaka
College, was shot dead by some
miscreants at. New Elephant
Road on April 21.
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WATERMAN STEAMSHIP CORPORATION

, NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES / SHIPPERS

GREEN ISLAN V-18 IMPORT ROT NO: 342/96 I8 SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE CHITTAGONG
ON: 26/04/96 TO DISCHARGE HER IMPORT CARGO LOADED FROM USA PORT SUDAN,
BOMBAY, MADRAS AND CALCUTTA AND WILL LOAD EXPORT FOR EASTCOAST OF
U.B.A .

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO CLEAR THEIR CONSIGNMENTS SOONEST
POSSIBLE. SHOULD ANY SURVEY BE REQUIRED ON DAMADED CARCO A NOTICE IN
WRITING SIIOULD DE GIVEN WITIIIN TIIREE DAYS OF DISCIIARGE OF CARGO.

IN THE EVENT OF DIRECT DELIVERY SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP SIDE ONLY
CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS OF ARRIVAL OF THE VESSEL ARE
LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED UNDER THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969
WITHOUT FURTHER REFERENCE TO YOU. OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS WOULD BE
DEALT AS PER EXISTING SHIPPING/CUSTOMS LAW OF THE COUNTRY.

seeNts: () Karnaphuli Limited

DHAKA CHITTAGONG

KHULNA
HR BHABAN ISPAHANI BLDG.[2ND FLOOR) 26, YOUSUF ROW
KAKRAIL BANGABANDHU ROAD MIRZAPUR, KHULNA
DHAKA- 1000 AGRABAD C.A CHITTAGONG PHONES:21382
PHONES 835997-8 PHONE :505381-2, 506034 22936, 22886
TLX: 642863 KLTD BJ TLX: 633082 CTSCG BJ TLX: 27210 KLTD BJ'
FAX 834948 FAX:710541 , 710148 FAX: 61232

— B P gy W -

Condolence meet at DU: The Dhaka University

authorities have organised a condolence meeting on former

Vice-Chancellor of Prof Fazlul Halim Chowdhury

and Md

Abdul Mannan, former Associate Professor at Islamic Studies
Department of the University. Venue: TSC seminar reom.

Time: 12 moon.

Seminar on management: Rapport Bangladesh Ltd
has organised a video management seminar on 'managing
executives stress.” Time. 5:30 pm.

Talk on democracy, bureaucracy: The society
for Rule of Law has organised & discussion meeting on
‘Democracy and bureaucracy marking its 11th founding
anniversary. Venue: Jatiya Press Club. Time: 4 pm.

NSU admission
test results

The results of the admis-
sion test for the summer ses-
sion of the North South [NSLU)
University have been an-
nounced. says a press release.

A total of 104 students were
selected for admission into the
undergraduate programmes,m
says a press release.

Among them, two were se-
lected on the basis of their
TOEFL and SAT scores while
another two on transfer basis.

Following are the list of the
successful candidates:

Bangla film show: bhaka Fiim Club and Sergei 503, 504, 506, 507. 508, 510,
Banderchuk Film Club have organised the screening of Bangla 51?- 518, 520, 521, 523, 525.
films. Debdas’ will be screened today. Venue: Russian Cultural 527, 531, 536, 537. 539. 542
Centre auditorium. Time: 6pm. 544, 547, 548, 552, 554. 560.
! 261, 563, 564, 566, 574, 576.

BSAF press confce: Bangadesh Shishu Adhikar Forum | 378, 579. 580. 581. 588, 589,
will hold, a press conference to press for inclusion of the issue 590, 584. 600. 602. 604, 605,
of child rights in the election manifestos of all political g:g gég gé‘:‘ g;; gég g:‘.;
parties. Venue: Jat Press Club. Time. 5 ; <, : : . \ i
D y v S 632, 633, 634, 636 639, 642
rama SNDOW?: The premiere show of the Dhaka Little 643, 644, 646, 647. 649, 650
Theatre production '‘Kafin' will be held. Venue: German 651, 655, 656, 55‘9 660, 665,
Cultural tre. Time: 7 pm 674, 675 676, 681, 683, 685,
- A = 686, 689, 693, 696, 699, 704.
Baridhara Block 'J' Assoc: An emergency general | 709. 710, 711, 712, 713, 720.
meeting of the Baridhara Block 'J' Allotiees' Association will 724. 725, 727, 730, 736. 741,
‘be held. Vepue: Prime Travels, Eastern View, 2nd floor. 50 ;;g ;ﬁ“g 747, 753, 754, 756,

DIT Ext-Road, Fakirerpool. Time: 5 pm. '
B.t)'ljit Film Session: organised by Raifibow Filin

Society and International

Film Critic

Assocliation of

Bangladesh. Film: Devi (The Goddess). Director. Satyajit Ray
Time: 6:00 pm. Venue: Indian High Commission auditorium.
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"Thundershower orecast

Rain or thundershower accompanied temporary
or squally wind is likely at one or two p

het divisions and the regions of
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sty
es over Dhaka.
Rajshahi, Pabna™Bogra

, Comilla, Kushtia and Jessore in the next 12 hours

till 6 pm today. reports UNB

Met Office says weather may remain mainly dry elsewhere

across Lhe country

Day temperature is likely to remain nearly unchanged

throughout the country.

Country's hi ature 36 2 ec Celsius was
recorded at Satkhira and the lowest 186 degrees at
Srimangal yesterday.

The sun sets today at 6:25 pm and rises tomorrow al
5:3lam.

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and tewns yesterday wers
City /Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius percentage
IMax min morning evening
Dhaka 33.0 21.5 77 76
33.1 21 78 8l
W 34 2 21.8 66 96
Khuina 345 , 222 72 :
Bansal 33.7 20 .4 70 78

Australia keen to
send polls
observers

Australian High Commis-
sioner Kenneth Willlam Aspi-
nal called on Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman at
his office yesterday. reports
BSS. -

The High Commissioner
conveyed to the Chie{ Adviser
the felicitations of the Aus-
tralian pgovermment on as-
mﬂu ' nfi; his office.

ring discussjon, they ex-
pressed satisfaction at the ex-
isting
tween the two countries.

The up coming pariiamen-
tary election in Bangladesh
also came up for discussion in
the meeting. The Australian
dHigh Commissioher said his
country intends to send ob-
servers in the election. The
Chief Adviser the
idea

The Chiefl Adviser urged the
Australian government to im-

more Bangladeshi goods

e also requested the Aus-
iralian authority to raise the
number of Australian scholar
ships jor Bangladeshi students

welcomed

bilateral relations be--

162)0 Imams to be
imparted training

Imam Training Academy
will train 1 600 imams of dif
ferent mosques of the country
during the current financial
year to help change the socio-
economic conditions of rural
masses, reports BSS.

This was informed at a cer-
tificate giving ceremony of the
imams organised by the
academy under Islamic Foun-
dation in the city yesterday

One hundred and twenty
two imams were given (wo
months training on practical

and theoretical a is

Secretary in CEII’ e of the
Ministry of Religious irs Dr
Joardar Abdur m'ud Was pre-
sent as the chief guest ile
Director. Imam Training Aca-
demy. Mulazzal Hossain Khan
presided over the function

It was also infermed that
since the establishment of the
Imam Training Academy in
1979, a total of 35 474 imams
were given traini

The chief guest in his ad
dress urged the imam to apply
the knowledge they had ac
quired from the training so
that the of their locakity
were benefitted

|

THE ENGLISH INSTITUTE
NORTH SOUTH UNIVERSITY

ENGLISH COURSES

Our next set of courses start on 6 May.

. If interested contact us immediately.

The Enghlish Institute.
Phones . 885369. 606047, Fax : 883030

l SKYROOM RESTAURANT
WISHES

ALL ITS ESTEEMED CLIENTS

A VERY HAPPY EID-UL-AZHA

E

Restaurant will remain closed
from 28th April to 1st May, 1996.

Indonesian and Bokhara Cuisine
8, Kemal Ataturk Avenue,
A.B.C. House (12th floor), Banani, Dhaka-1213
Phone : 882648, 888279

Business hours :
LUNCH :12:30PM-3:30PM

' DINNER :6:30PM-10:30PM '
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Preset Memory

e PMPO 240 Wart

Spectrum Analyzer

with
o PMPO 100 Warr |

PMPO 100 Wan

SANSUI MODEL - MS 4900
e Compact Disc Player
" o Full Logic Double Cassette Transpornt Auto Reverse

High Speed Dubbing
e 25 Key Remote Control
o Quartz Synthesizer Tuner with 20 Stations

e 3 way, 3 Speaker System

SANSUI MODEL - MS 3956

o Compact Disc Plaver

e Double Cassetie Deck - Auto Reverse. Direction
Control. High Speed Dubbing, CD Svncro Recording

o Tuner - 25 Stauons Preset Memory

e 31 Key Remote Control

o LCD (Ligusg Crysial Display) with

e Sound Output - 200 Wart PMPO

SANSUI MODEL - MICRO 1450

e CD Plaver with Full Remote Control

o Cassetie Deck with CD Syncro Recording

o Tuner with 30 Stations Preset Memory

o Amplifier with Surround System and Four Distinct
Equalizer Modes : Normal, Theater, Live, Hall

o large Backiit LCD (Liqund Crystal Dygplay)

Spectrum Analyzer

SANSUI MODEL — MICRO 1400
. ® CD Plaver with 20 Track Random
Access Programming & Remote Control
Cassette Deck with CD Syncro Recording
Tuner with 20 Stations Preset Memory
Amplifier with Treble”and Bass Control
Large Backlin LCD (Liquud Crystal Display)

HI-FI MUSIC SYSTEM

o SINGER
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