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NEWS BRIEFS

New IGP calls on
Chief Adviser

Newly appointed Inspecior

General of Police M Azizul Huq

paid a courtesy call on Chiel
Adviser Muhammad Habibur

Rahman at his office yesterday

afterncon. The IGP stayed with
the Chief Adviser for some

time, reporis UNB.

DU Senate
meet May 6

Vice Chancellor of the
Dhaka University, Prof Ema
juddin Ahmed has convened
the special requisition meet
ing of the Senate May 6 The
meeting will be held at the
conference room of the umni
versity
at 4 pm. said a DU press re

iease yesterday, reports UNB

CU holidays

CHITTAGONG. Apr 24
Classes and offices of Um
versity of Chittagong will re
main closed from il 27 to
May 6 on account of the death
anniver of Sher-e-Bangia
AK Faziul ., Edd-ul-Azha.
Eh.ldl:ﬂ:taﬁn':mm and May Day

Information
Centre of the Wa-
ter Development Board will
start f from May 4
for dissemination of day-to-day
information about rainfall and
river levels in the country. It
will normally remain open
from 8 am to 2:30 pm and
uptio 10 pm under emer
situation. The centre op-
egate till 30 until
further esders. The centre will
be located at the BSth floor of
WAPDA Building. Motijheel
Dhalka. All interested quarters
may kindly contact the centre
at Phone Numbers 9550755
and 9553] 18, says a press re
lease.

One electrocuted

By DMCH Correspondent

A mason Azizul Huq, 22
was electrocuted while work
ing iIn an under comstruction

bulldting at Kazipara in the city
ﬂ yesterday DMCH sources

The was sent to the
DMCH for autopsy. sources
added

The expected reactivation
of the Bangladesh-India Jeint
Rivers Commission (JRC) has
nnt” materialised due to foot

agflng by both the sides for

nine months. following

undcrstandln causing

thf country's northern region

to suffer another year of

widespread agricultural failure
and environmenlal disaster.

Bangladesh is receivirlg an
alarmingly low quantum of
around 9,000 cusecs of Ganges
water during the current lean
season. This ma? fall even fur-
ther during the leanest 10-day

riod which began on April
21. The lean season begins on
January 1 and continues till
May 31.

According to sources corn-

| erally
| CHT on August 10

cerned. Bangladesh received

From death row

to riches

MANILA, Apr 24° Sarah
Balabagan, a teen-age Filipino
maid accused of killing her
employer in the United Arab
Emirates. has moved from
death row to riches, news re
ports said Wednesday. accord-
ing to AP.

The 17-year-old from the
southern Philippines received
extensive publicity after she
was sentenced in the United
Arab Emirates to death for
stabbing her emplover. She
said she killed her boss in sell
defense when he tried to rape
her.

Following an international
outcry and representations by
Philippine officials, an appeals
court overturned the dI:-alh
penalty and sentenced her in-
stead to one year in prison,
100 lashes and payment of
41.000 dollars in blood money
to her employer's family

filess ol :uppar or
Eiaigmgan ‘Have since uné

from around the world mak
ing hes rich

standards, according to
See Page 12 col |

Shantibahini
agrees to

extend truce

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Apr 24 Sh
antibahini leaders agreed M
extend the ceasefire in Chitta
gong Hill Tracts upto June 30
according to a highly placed
olficial sources

The ongoing ceanpetire in
CHT is due to expire on April

30.

by FhlhpplnF
the

Agreement lor ceaselire
came !ulk:wlnf a requesli rom
| Hongshadog Chakma, Convenor

of laison comumittee brokering
the peace talks the sources

' sasd

The laison ecommiliee e
ceived a letter today im shic b
Shantibahini leaders agreed 1o
exlend the ceasefire [urthes

The letter was reportedly
senl o Lthe governmen! s
Special Aflairs Division (or
conserft. the sources added

Shantibahini leaders unilat
announced a ceasefire in
1992 for
peace talks (o

continuing the

| resoive the longstanding issue

administrative baalding

Pycture taken January 11
Dehokhar [Dudavev
conference 1n a village

By M Anwarul Haq

between 9000 to 12.825 cu-
secs of water during the pre-
sent lean season and was re-
rf*wing around this gquantum
since 1993.

That Bangladesh wﬂuld be
able to find at least a 'realistic’
solution to the elusive water
sharing issue which had st-
rained relations between the
two neighbours was echoed
quite loudly when the two for-
eign secretaries met in Dhaka

in June last year.
The Dhaka announcement
followed the third and last

round of secretary-level talks
initiated at the behest of the
Prime Ministers of the two
countries during the SAARC
summit in Delhi in May, 1995,

After the Dhaka talks be-
tween the foreign secretaries,

No move yet to
reactivate JRC

Farook Sobhan of Bangladesh
and Salman Haider of India, at
separate press conferences
said that the two sides had
reached an understanding on
re-convening a meeting of the
Joint Rivers Commission to
establish a
system "in a bid to find a per-
manent solution.”

The JRC was set up soon
after Independence but its
meetings were discontinued
from June 1990. A joint moni-
toring system was also in
vogue, but it was stated after
the Dhaka talks that monitor-
ing of water flow would take
place at four points, instead of
three places previously,

The Indian foreign secre-
tary did not specify the date of

See Page 12 col 1
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wesrt of (srozny

Punish terrorists for
fair po]ls Khaleda

JESSORE. Apr BNF
Chairperson Begum Hhmeda
Zia today urged the caretaker
government to take eflective
Mmeasures for punishing the
“killers " and armed terrorists”
to ensure a free and fair elec
tion. reporis UNB,

Talking to newsmen at the
local airport on her way back
to Dhaka fromm Khulna where
she addressed a public meet-
ing on Tuesday. she expressed
concern over what she called
continued attacks on her party
leaders and workers by the ac-
tivisis of rival political parties.

She said her partymen
were killed in different places.
including Chittagong. Khuina
and Jessore

The former prime minister
r‘lrtltulafhf mentioned the

ml,,.m,.l,:a.gﬁ;'1 ol her parcty s

tnuth front in uina im }-
ately after her public meetin
there on Wesday and sai
"How will there be a [ree aml
{air election if such a condition

continues o prevail in the
country.”

She alleged that her party
leaders and workers were be-
ing unnecessarily harassed
across the country in the name

of arms recovery.

The BNFP Chairperson said
she had conveyed her concern
to the concerned authorities at
the continuing acts of terror-
iSITL

Earlier. Begum Zia visited
Phultala Thana BNP President
Kauser Ali Jomadder who was
serfously injured in an attack
by his political opponents.

hddresmmf the workers of
her party a its front organi-
sation at Jessore Clircuit House
in the morning. Be
Khaleda Zia said BNP will

to return to power in the nexi
election for the sake of de-
mocracy and to saleguard the
country's independence and
sovereignty

I

—n — am

. Chancellor,

' cut o

President says

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas has said the Ministry of
Defence and the Armed Forces
Division were placed under
him according to the constitu-
tional provision and "it cannot
be changed during the tenure
of the caretaker government,”
reporis UNB.

“The situation was clarified
Lo the people that it was done
in accordance with the provi-
sion of the Constitution,” he
told a 23-member delegation
of Combined am Parishad
that called on him at Banga-
bhaban yesterday.

President Biswas said
ple of different shades of
opinions should whole-heart-
edly cooperate with the care-
taker government in holding
the next general election.

He expressed the confi-
dence that the ensuing general
election will be held in a free.
fair and impartial manner in
fulfilling the national aspira-
tion.

Leaders of the delegation

See Page 12 col 7

KU students

hold VC
hostage

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 24: Over two
hundred students of Khulna
University ransacked the of-
fices of the Vice Chancellor,
the Registrar, the Academic
Council and some classrooms
this afternoon to protest disci-
plinary action against 13 stu-
dents.

The unruly students kept
the Vice Chancellor hostage
from 5:30 pm after failing to
compel him to withdraw the
disciplinary action order.

According to the Vice
the unruly stu-
dents have caused extensive
da to valuable things and
all but his telephone
lines during the demonstration
on the campus. The agitating

| students were still lml ing tht

Gano Forum rally in city
Open debate on activities

of parties demanded

By Staff Correspondept

Gano Forum leader Dr Ka
mal Hossain vesterday urged
the caretaker government (o
arrange live television debale
where members ol the public
woilld be allowed to put to the
questions 1o the political lead

| ers aboul thelr sources of in
come and thelr activities

Major political parties are

| holding big rallles and publish
ing 1(!'111&[?”] POSters HIH'III!“]H
crores of taka but people do
nol know [rom l."|l“lt' the
money Is coping Lir Kamal
said. "People have the right to
know where [rom Lhe money
COME .
Addressing a rally in front

ol the Jattya Press ( lub in the
city hd said Election cannol
not be free and Mir without re
111{1 re
moving terrorism [rom the so
ciety

I:-I rl"“‘"[- ""I"‘r.jll

21 4 |J'ilr
idiers at press

AFPANB phots

L
1 Midd

Holders of black money
should also be disqualified for
he said

contesting the polls,
Free and lair ril-r-rlinn cannot
be held if the electornl process
cannol be reed from the infMlu-
ence ol tllegal arms, and black
money. he said

We wanlt to see competl

tion among genuine candt-
dates, not among black money
holders and itical terror
ists,” the Ir;x-nﬁi urist said.
In this regard, he said mea

sures should be taken so that il

any candidate spends more
than Tk 3 lakh in election
campaign he will have to face a

tribunal and if found guilty his
candidature will be cancelied

Dr Kamal said bank loan
defaulters should be debarred
from contesting the forthcom-
g election

See Page 12 col 5

VC in confinement and demo-
st on the
Jahan Ali residential hall
ousting all inmates.

Six platoons of riot police
have been deployed outside
the campus to meet any even-

tuality.

Salam for ensuring
impartiality in
arms recovery

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukdar yester-
day called for ensuring that the
arms recovery drive was con-
ducted impartially.

"There's a word called self-
defence. Law also gives the cit
izens the right of self-de
lence.” he told newsmen while
condemning Tuesday's attacks
on his partymen at Khulna A
Juba Dal worker Rafiqul Islam
Dulal was killed and three
others were critically injured
there while returning from a

ublic meeting addressed by
NP chiefl Begum Khaleda Zia

Asked for explanation of his
contention on self-defence,
Salam Talukdar said, "It's self-
explanatory. You can give your
own meaning to It."

Speaking at the regular
ress hrlt!glug at the Naya
altan ceniral office of the

| BNP. Talukdar also referred to

See Page 12 Col 2

have also taken ovet thc*]‘[hn;n
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WB urges caretaker

govt for action
in six areas

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The World Bank has urged
the caretaker government to
take actions in six areas during
its tenure to “leave a prepared
ground” for the next elected
government to enable it teo
take "quick follow up steps”.
according to official source,

Dhaka mission chief of the
Bank Pierre Landell-Mills has
suggested the actions in a re-
cent letter to Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman.

Acknowledging the nature
and limitations of the care-
taker government, the resi-
dent mission chief said in his
letter that there were several
areas were "urgent administra-
tive actions” were needed to
restore "business confidence.”

He said that those adminis-
trative actions would brin
momentum in many areas an
help the next elected govern-

| ment take quick follow up ac-

tions to reactivate the econ-

The Bank said the govern-
ment could make a public an-
nouncement that the on gr.:ri
economic policy woul
continued and all cuntracta
made with the bank honoured
by the caretaker government.

The Bank has urged the

overnment to limit the size of
scal deficit and inflationary
impact by cutting low-priority
ublic expenditure,

On the implementation of
the ADP, the largest multilat-
eral donor agency urged the
government to restore the
momentum in implementation
of the ADP.

Citing example of “politic-
ally motivated” projects like
the Shahjalal Fertiliser Factory,
the WB advised the govern-
ment to downsize the ADP by

See Page 12 Col 6

The

Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum yesterday

organised a children's rally in the city demanding
incorporation of childrens’ rights in the manifestos of
political parties for the next parliament elections. - Star photo
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Norweatemsw'  hit
ganj,

Kushtia:
1 killed, 19 hurt

SIRAJGANJ. Apr 24: A
woman was killed and 19
others were injured as a
n;;rr ‘wester lashed Déhme thanas
of the district today. reports
UNB.

The storm at a speed of
about 100 kilometres per hour
swept Sadar. Raiganj and
Kazipur thanas in the

e victim, Omena Khatun,

36, was killed in lightning dur-
the storm and
vi Eﬂ: Kantanagar in j

Two of the injured were
admitted to Sirajgan] General
Hospital and another was
taken to Raiganj Thana Health
Complex.

*At least 1,000 thatched

-houses and crops on about

9,000 acres of land were par-
tially d ed while scores of
trees uprooted by the
nor wester,

Kushtia Correspondent
adds: Twenty-five people were
injured in a severe cyclonic

See Page 12 col 8

One killed, 7 hurt
as dacoits attack
night coach

in Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 24: One
person was killed and seven
other passengers were injured
when a up of armed dacoits
attacked a night coach on the
Jhenidah-Khustia highway
early this morning, according
to witnesses and police.

The dacoits looted valuables
worth about Tk 20,000 from
the bus

According to witncsm a
gang of about 10 armed da-
cofts, who were travelling in
the guise of passengers, sud-
denly attacked the driver and
took control of the coach at

E gun point near Jhenidah BSCIC

estate at about 2:30 am.
The dacoits drove the coach
towards Kushtia instead of

mmwmgn-

injured sl:vcn nt e drad
was identified as Alamgir
Hossain, an assistant teacher of
a high school in Baufal thana
under Patuakhali district. At
about 3.15 am the dacoits left
the coach near Kushtia town.

police said.

Hasina, Rehana
perform Umrah

President of Bangladesh
Awami League, Sheikh Hasina
and her younger sister Sheikh
Rehana along with other mem-
bers of the family performed
the holy [/mrah at Makkah
Manwara on Tuesday, a party
press release said in the city

&q |

a rts BSS.
Shei h asina, Sheikh
Rehana and their other family
members left Dhaka on

Tuesday for Saudi Arabia to
perform the holy Hajj at the
invitation of the Saudi :
Sheikh Hasina offered her
Fazr prayers at Makkah Man-
wara yesterday morning and
returned to Jeddah in the
afternoon. She and her family
members left for Medina Sha—
rif to offer Eiﬂrm at the Mazar

of the Hol phet Hazrat
Huhlmmady ISHl

A large number of expatri-
ate B alees assembled, at
the J ah Airpo

rt to Igru.-t
Sheikh Hasina nnd her
members on Tuesday, thc

press release said.

MOSCOW, Apr 24: A lop
rebel field commander in
("hechnya said reports of sepa-
ratist leader Dzhokhar Duda-
vev's death are true and that
the bYeakaway republic is
ybserving three days of mour-
ning. reporis AFX

The comments by Shamil
Basayev. a hero among rebel
fighters. were carried on rebel
television late Tuesday, accor-
ding to the Inlerlax news
agency. They added

g hda!y
Dudayev's death would have

major — though as yet unpre-
dictable — consequences on

MOSCOW, Apr 24: Slain
Chechen rebel leader Dudayev
was buned today, his successor
Zelimkhan Y said.
wWas in funeral

» _ﬂhlm
from the Chechen of

Shalazhi, according to .

ratist war that
16 months in

ne iler. sepa
has raged for
Chechniya

His fighters could splinter.
making negotiations with
Moscow even more difficult
Dudayev the martyr could be
come a powerful rallying sym
bol for his fallowers

(On the other hand, talks
had gone nowherg with
Dudavev im charge. and it was
possitile that a successor could
emerpge with new ideas and
willingness to reach a peac eful
welljement

Mings are very uncerlailn

and dangerous for Mos
Russian lawmaker Kons-

Ser Page |2 col R
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Dudaye ad, his aide says( 17

Eid cattle markets
open tomorrow

Star Report
Trading at the city's 17 sac head wasaround Tk 70 lakh in
rificial animal markets begins 1 995
from t{mmrmw and will con- Officials roncerned at the

tinue till Eid day on April 29
The Dhaka City Corporation
(DCC) has alre leased oult
15 of the markets till yester-
day while tenders were floated
for the fourth time for the
other two — one at Jhigatala
Hajaribagh Ground and the
other at the Rayer Bazaar

" Playground.

According to the DCC
sources, reve earnings
from the sacri 1&1 animal
markets dropped by Tk 20

lakh this yea than that of last
year. Th¢ :arnlnn from this

DCC attributed this fall in earn-
ings to various factors includ-
ing “a sort of understanding”
A the bidders about offer-
ing low bids land shortage and
the economic impact of the
recent political unrest

The Navabazar sacrificial an
imal market the biggest
among the |7 was leased oul
at Tk 14 lakh only whereas it
was leased oul at over Tk 30
lakh during the Eid ul -Azha
festival last vear

Mutual understanding

‘i-rf' F’aﬂr R Col 2

US firms expect ‘better'
business this year

By Staff Correspondent

American businesses in
Bangladesh had a very good
year in 1995 and they expect
even hetter' business this year
sald a survey by American
Bangladesh Economic Ferum
(ABEF)., condticted among its
members

Most ol the Forum mem
hers however indicated in the
survey thal the performance ol
the Hangladesh economy as a
whole might be "somewhat
worse' this year

Although the expectations
for the economy were that i
wuuld not grow as (st as In

1995 most ol the ABEF mem
hers thought that their opera
tions, measured by sales. In
vestmen!, or profits would im
prove. The members expecta
ttons are that their companies
will ind 1996 a very good year
despite a weaker economy
said Lthe survey

The resulls of the survey
were presenied at a luncheon
meeting in a city hotel yester
day chatred by ABEF President
Forresl E Cookson and al
tended by among others
Deputy Chief of US Mission in

See Page 12 col 3
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