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shafat hussain choudhury
shafar@oam und. edu

USA:

the stuffs of the daily Star pub-
lishing co. Hope this new year
will bring happiness and pros-
perity to all the
Bangladesh ..
Peace on Bangladesh...
May Allah save our country

from any terrorism....
| miss the Nobo barsha in

Dhaka..
N.B. How to get the access
f the daily Star on-line...?
Please let me know...

MANZUR MORSHED
morshed@csce. kyushu-u.ac jp
Japan:

Shurjodoy er desh Japan er
Fukuoka shohor theke
janachchi apnader shobaike

MOHAMMED ATIF ALAM
slj I x@cc.usu.edu
USA:

This is a hypothetical ques-
tion. Suppose. BNP wins the
upcoming election again. What
strategy do you think Awami-
league would take? Would any
one response?

Let the Awami reply that
question.] am also waiting for
ir response.

S M ASHRAF AHMED
shvh6@cc.usu. edu
USA:

I think, the AlLeaguers will
start leaving AL and joim BNP
instead.

May be they will change the
label and form the AL in the
flage of another party.

Zakirul Kabir , Canada: Good
and sharp remarks!!

K. M. Anisur Rahman
anis@execpc.com
LUSA:

Speaking hypothetically, if

routé? Is it only hartal eor
something different in their

strategy? :->

| Manzoor ul Hassan
manzoor@infinity.ccsi.com
[JSA:

I'm pretty sure that who-
ever looses will do exaclly
whal AL has done in the last
few years.

1] Calim there has been

Eihuhhn nobo barsha to all

citizens of

AL wins, what would be BNP's

Shubha Naba-Barsha

Noboborsher Shuvechcha. Jo-
dio kinchit bilombo. tobuo
amar shuvechcha grohon kor-
ben bolei asha kori.

Notun bochore amader
raznoitic dolgulor proti gothon
mulok shomalechona asha kori
apnader theke. Desh er
sharthe niropekhkho thakun
shongbad prochare. Valo
thakun apnara ebong desh-
bashi. Allah shohae hok amader

upor.

Shabbir A. Bashar
S.Bashar@kclac.uk
UK: :
Shubho Nobo Borsh'ho to all
and sundry at Daily Star & her
readership; London is barely
feeling the late Spring -
there's no Krisho Chura here -
just daffodills!

A hypothetical question

"shuk-kho kar-chupi”

2} Demand a new/fresh /fair
election in the Parliament
[which ofcourse the winning
party is not going to allow)

3] Walk out of the parlia-

FROM
THE

NTERNE]

The articles, or "posts” (to use Internet parlance) published in this page come from the Bangladesh
Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from the Internet” the Daily Star
reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as they would appear on your
computer screen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter.

What WWW can do for your Busine

hogquerx4 @juncol. juniata.edu
USA:

The Best Reasons to Put
Your Business on the World
Wide Web:

Establishing A Presence:

At the present time there
are approximately 35 million
people worldwide who have
access to the World Wide Web
(WWW). No matter what your
type of business you have, you
can't ignore 35 million people.
One of the best ways to show
that you are interested in serv-
ing them. is to build a WWW

presence. With a WWW site,

you give your existing cus-
tomers, as well as your poten-
tial customers, 24-hour access
to your products, services and
company information. And if
your competitors don't cur-
rently maintain a WWW site,
it's a safe bet they soon will.

ment:and take their: demands; To Better Serve Your Cus-
claiming them to be the peo- ST

ple’s. to the streets,

Akhter Hossain
hossain@muwk.com
USA:

I agree with you 100%.
Whoever looses will do exactly
what Hasina did in the past
months. And if Hasina looses
she will simply press the re-
peat button.

Zahid Hussain
zahid@rajshahi demon.co. uk

UK:

yes, yes, yes. The
presidence for this has been
set on atleast two occasions.
Unless and until we learn to
use the constitutional courts to
resolve such problems and can
show that the elections were
conducted fairly, such
problems will continue to
occur. Also. we need to ensure

What do you consider basic
business information? Your
hours? What do you do? How
can someoné call or fax you?
What methods of payment do
you accept? Where are you lo-
cated at? It would be simple to
place a newspaper ad with
those items. Now imagine an
ad where you have instant
communication. One that you
can change at any time. What is
today's special? Today's inter-
est rate? Next week's sale in-
formation? If you could keep
your customers informed of up
to the minute information of
every reason why they should
do business with you, don’t you
think you could attract more
business? You can on the
WWW.

Now that you've given your
customers more information,
why not let them use {t?

that political hartals are illegal With WWW technology your
and leaders can be held | customers can forms
accountable and their | to easily locate that product

properties can be sequestrated
for noncompliance of court
oders.

Any griviences has to be
brought in from of this consti-
tutional court. This is one of
the ways out of current prob-
lems. More use of an indepen-
dent judicary and less street
politics and use of "goondas” to
enforce hartals.

they're looking for without ty-
ing up your staff on the phone.
Punch in sizes and check it
against a database that tells
them what color of sneakers
are available in that size. in
your store. All this and more
can be done quickly and effi-
ciently on the WWW,

Selling Things:

Many people believe that

selling, is the number 1 reason
for putting up a Web Site.
While selling is one of the
main goals, we feel that many
of the other items mentioned
should be completed first. The
reason is simple. People want
to get to know you and your
company before they're ready
to do business with you.

And you can give potential
customers this information
quickly and inexpensively on
the WWW. The telephone is a
communications tool, and the
WWW is simply a better form of
this tool. You probably wouldn't
expect to make many sales by
cold calling a list of potential
customers. But, by allowing
them access to your informa-
tion and products, and allow-
ing them to view pictures,
hear sound and even watch a
movie (you can't do that with a
printed catalog!), you'll in-
crease your chances of making
them a customer.

- Reaching A Highly Desirable
Customer:

As a whole, the customers
you'll reach on the Internet are

probably the group of cus-
lomers you could hope for.
College graduates or enrolled
college. with a higher than av-
erage salary. Mothers and chil-
dren accessing the WWW from
their home computer. And
once they reach your site,
they'll probably enjoy looking
around. Imagine the cost of a
30 second commercial on
television. Now imagine that
while your commercial is run-
ning, many of the people
watching get up to get a drink.
When they get back to the
television your commercial is
over, but if they take a break
while visiting your WWW site,
when they return. your infor-
mation is still there waiting for
them. And they can take their
time viewing it. They wont
have to try and figure out was
said because someone tried to
fit two minutes of information
into a 30 second commercial!

How About Those Frequently
Asked Questions?:

The person or persons who
answer the phones in your or-
ganization will most likely tell
you, that most of their time is
usually spent answering the
same questions over and over
again. That's because cus-
tomers and potential cus-
tomers want to know the an-
swer to those guestions before
they do business with you.

List those guestions. with
answers. on a WWW page and
you will have a better informed
customer and found some ex-
tra time for that Irantic phone
operator

Speaking Of Different Loca-
tions...:

If there's something that
you ever forgot to tell someone
on the opposite coast and re-
membered after they had gone
home, you'll appreciate the
WWW. And trying to contact

expressed in these columns.

- -
Disclaimer
The Internet is a global medium of communication and
expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author’'s own as they appear to all receivers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permut our readers to

know what Bangladeshis abroad are feeling and saying.
The Daily Star is not responsible for the opinions

— Editor.
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SOMEeocne overseas can be even

- more frustrating. A Web Site is

there for your customers and
partners. 24 hours a day,
Seven days a week! It's always
working for you. Giving and
collecting valuable information
that can keep you ahead of
your competitors.

Local Access To Interna-
tional Markets With a well or-
ganized WWW site, starting
dialogues with potential cus-
tomers in other countries is as
easy as talking with a potential
customer across the street.
And as one of the added bene-
fits, we can analyze your log
files so that you'll know which
countries are checking you out.
Getting a lot of visitors from
France? You can easily have
documents translated into dif-
ferent languages and combined
with your existing graphics.
And think of all the headaches
you'll avoid, since you wont

have to worry about expensive

postal charges or complicated
postal regulations.

Getting Feedback From Your
Customers:

You print a brochure, mail it
out and wait. Nothing happens!
Something went wrong, but
what? Should you walt longer?
Should you try again? You
shouldnt have to wait for an
answer. With a WWW site it's
easy to attach an e-mail link,
s0 people viewing your site can
tell you instantly what went
wrong - while it's still fresh in
their minds. It's faster than
business reply mail and far less
expensive. And if you're laun-
ching a new product, theres
no better place to do it than
the Web. ItU's faster, less
expensive and provides
quicker feedback than tradi-
tional marketing methods.

Think Your Product or Market
Isn't Right For The Web?:

*Think again! With over 35
million people accessing the
Internet. even products geared
toward the smaller market
have a place on the WWW. And
with the excellent search pro-
grams now available on the
web, your potential customers
will find you. Or your competi-
tors! And remember, even if
you think your current markel
is small, if that big client your
hoping to land has WWW ac-
cess, shouldn't you be there
waiting for him?
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OPINION SURVEY ON THE FORTHCOMING
BANGLADESH ELECTIONS

Mohammed A. Rahman
mrahman@pop.service.ohio-
state.edu, USA:

E(FIF 120; AL 85; JP 50; JI
25; Others 20.

AL will form govt. with the
help of JP & JI (just guessing).

Lutful Bart Bhuiyan
73112.3405@CompuServe. COM
LUSA:

Here's mine ....

AL 100; BNP 100: JI 35: JP
90; Others 15

This looks like a 'hung' Par-
liament. doesn't it ?

Zin Hassan
zisan@iastate.edu
USA:

I am only guessing, because
| don't exactly know how the
people back home are think-
ing. If 1 were back in BD, I be-
lieve, [ could predict more ac-
curately.

BNF 100

Reason: May have lost some
popularity, since 1991, which
is very commmon for the ruling
party in the Third World coun-
tries, where as someone once
said, "Explosion of hopes and
aspirations occurs overnight,
but explosion of development
doesn't take place overnight".
Consequently, people get frus-

'trated with the govt.

AL 100

Reason: May have become
successful in making them-
selves look as an able alterna-

tive to other parties. Also, old
supporters of AL hasn't
changed their mind, | assume.
JP 50

Reason: May be portrayed as
the alternatjve Nationalist Po-
litical Party, which definitely
will take away the votes from
BNP. Also, as with AL, presum-
ably, old supporters still re-

mains loyal.

JI 25 ;
Reason: Number of their

supporters may have in-

creased,. but | don't think that
will affect the outcome of the
election radically as opposed
to 1991 election outcome. in
which they got 18 seats.

This doesn't add up to 300
as you can see. I am not sure
how these 25 seats will get
distributed. 1 would assume
that Gonoforum and other par
ties / individuals will get aboul
10 seats. The rest of the 15
seats will go to the major polit-
ical parties, I guess.

I tend to agree with the the
person; who said that AL will
form the next govt. in coalition .
with JP. It appears at this time
that AL's 100 seats and JP's 50
seats, will give them the op-
portunity to do so. provided
the prediction of the outcome
holds.

On the other hand, BNP at
the predicted outcome, will
not be able 1o Torm a govern-
ment on lheir own. Coalition
with JP/JI? God Knows!!

Attention: BUET and Other Universities

Ehsan H Khan
ehsan@imperium. net
Ohio, USA:

I work in the silicone rub-
ber area in the US. [ 've tryjng
to arrange a seminar in BUET,
[ 've tried to contact the Chem.
Engineering Dept. with Emails
but failed.

Silicone rubber is an
organo-siloxane polymer which
has variety of uses in the in-
dustry. It is used in the auto.

durable goods, aerospace,
electronic & wire and cable
industry.. Currently India
makes

its own poymer from the
monomer but the grade is not
good. My service would be to-
tally voluntary & would liked to
have the industry sponsor this.

My address & tel. # in the
USA is as follows: Ehsan H
Khan, 813 Weber Ave, Akron,
OH 44303; 330-836-0667

The newsgroup, "soc.culture.bangladesh", has been
You can also take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questions/comments/inguiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses

into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around

the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in

length and titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posits to:
M. Shamimuzzaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet", The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1205. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035.
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| ONCE SAW WHAT | THOUGHT WAS
AN ELEPHANT'S FOOT, BUT | COULDN'T
SEE THE ANMIMAL ON THE OTHER BD!

James Bond
BY 1A FLIMING




