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'NEWS BRIEFS

‘Samad Azad
acting AL chief
Awami League Presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad
will act as the acting President

of the party in nce of
Sheitkh Hasina, reports UNB.

By DU Correspondent
Police conducted a sudden
raid on the Mohsin Hall of the
Dhaka University yesterday
morn as part of the coun
de illegal arms recovery
drive. Police ralded some spe-
cific rooms: of the hall but
lailed to récover anything, No
body was arrested during the

half an hour raid starting from
11:30 am

JP extended meet
today

An extended meeting of the
central commitiee of
Jau]m Party will be held today

Community Cenire
the city. Parly Secretary
Gﬂ’i:rﬂ Anwar Hossain Monju
asked all members of presid
tum and wor COMmitlee
presidents and secretaries of
all front erganisations and dis-
lrict committees, former part
MPs, party candidates in 199
election and upazila chairmen
elected from party to attend

the meeting. reports UNB

Transfer
By Staff Correspondent

Director of the Directorate
of Narcotics Control Md Igbal
Hussain Khan has been made
Deputy Commissioner and
District Magistrate of Sunam-
g:ﬂ_ said a PID handout last

Wwht

JCD presidents held

From Our Correspandent
SIRAJGANJ, Apr 23: Siraj-

g i Sl et

Rahman N and JCD Presi-
dent Nazmul Hasan Rana on

Monday night from the Bazar
Railway Station area Police
said, they were rounded up at
about 1 am while drinking at
an abandoned cotlage The ar-
rested persons were wanied in
connection with Tﬁm
including murder col-

31 firearms seized,
20 arrested

Police yesterday seized 3]
different s of firearms and
arrested Fe:c;tp]t for pos
sessing illegal arms and am
murition from different paris
of the country. The seized
arms and ammurndtion include
six revolvers, one cut-rifle. one
sing}e barrel rifie. two sawed
off . 17 pipeguns, two LGs
Ti 1& and and
A4 Bbombs, reports
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Losses in Bagda export may cross Tk 600 cr

‘White spot’ disease threatens
shrimp industry in Khulna

A highly contagious viral
disease, which has no cure or
treatment, is threatening the
country's shrimp industry as
large numbers of shrimp are
dying of the disease.

According lto a special
bulletin recently re-
leased by the Directorate of
F‘Ish:rh:a (DOF). "this sort of
disease has never occurred be-
fore in such a widespread
manner in the shrimp farms of
our country.”

The dis:&u: identified as
‘white spot’ disease by experts,
has most recen hit shrim
cultivation in the greater Khul-
na area, including Satkhira
district, the DOF bulletin said.

The disease. which attacks
saltwater shrimp such as
"“Bagda” (black tiger shrimp).
was also found in areas of Cox's
Bazar in 1995. Bagda cultiva-
tion occurs mainly in the

By Rashida Ahmad

Khulna and Chittagong divi-
stons.

Two thirds of the 30,000
hectares under Bagda cultiva-
tion in the Satkhira district,

and nearly half of the 28,000

hectares in the Khulna district
have already been infected by
the "White spot’' disease, ac-
cording to estimates by shrim
farmers in the Khulna area an
the Department of Fisheries,
Affected shrimp normally die
before reaching marketable
size, the ex s say. .
The 1995 Shrimp Re-
sources Statistics record that
shrimp exports during 1993-
94 amounted to Tk 788 crore,
rising to over Tk 1,000 crore
in 1994-95, making it the
third largest export industry in
the country.
a. accounts for approx-
imately 70 per cent of all
shrimp produced in the coun-

try. In 1995, Bagda cultivation
in the greater Khulna area ac-
counted for 77 per cent of the
country's total 99,919 hectares
compared to 29,071 hectares
in the Chittagong area.

Losses in export of Bagda,
due to the disease, this year
could amount to over Tk 600
crore, industry sources said.
The Bangladesh Frozen Food
Exporters' Association recently
stated that the frozen food sec-
tor — particularly shrimp —
has already suffered Tk 250
crore losses this year due to
the political unrest. :

According to the Direc-
torate’'s special bulletin, offi-

cials are almost certain thaf

"the disease was brought in
along with shrimp im-
ported from Thailang and
other countries.”

The first imports of shrimp
fry [rom Thailand, Indonesia

and Taiwan. began in 19594
into Cox's Bazar, according to
the Central Shrimp Cell at De-
partment of Fisheries. This
area was hit by the 'white spot'
disease the following year. The
first outbreak in the Khulna
area was reported in February
of this year. after imports of fry
during 1995.

An independent report on
‘white spot’ disease, produced

aquaculturists working in

ailand, confirm that ship-
ping of post-larvae (fry) across
national borders, legally or il-
legally. is widely practiced and
this could have spread the in-
tection from ... alland, Tai-
warn. Indonesia, to ... India,

Barwdesh."
"We need to ask hew and

why shrimp fry was allowed
into the country wtthﬁut any
quarantine or checks,” ob-

See Page 12 col 7
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Only BNP can realise
‘due share of Ganges
water: Khaleda

KHULNA, Apr BNP
chairperson Eegum h’.haieda
Zia today said only a BNP gov-
ernment could realise
Eangladesh s rightful share of
the Ganges waters through
discussions without surrender-
ing the cnunt%s national in-
terest, reports :

She urged the people to
rally round BNP to strengthen
nationalist forces for upholding
national causes, advance na-
tional progress and consolidate
democracy.

Begum Zia was addressing a
mammoth public meeting at
Khulna Circuit House premises
here.

Presided by Khulna city
president of the party Nurul
Islam. the meeting was ad-
dressed by Speaker Shaikh
Razzaque Ali, standing com-
mittee members — Prof
Eadmdduza Chowdhury, M Ma-

edul qRaASM Mostafizur
hman, fiqul Islam Miah
and Tariqul Islam, joint secre-
tary general Mirza Abbas and
Ashraf Hossain, Khulna city
mayor Skeikh Tayebur Rah-

man, Jubo Dalsgeneral secre-
taﬂy Goyeshwar Chandra Roy,
CSu vice president Amanul-
lah Aman, BNF labour affairs
secretary Zafrul Hasan. publi-
cation secretary Prof Majedul
[slam. former members of Par-
liament — Moshiur Rahman,

Syeda Nargis Ali, City BNP
general secrela Nazrul Islam,
Chhatra Dal, aka City unit

president Nasir Uddin Pinto.

Former depu mavor of
Khulna [ftekharud{lin Bablu of
Jatiya Party, six sitting women
commissioners, transport
union leaders and bank union
leaders joined BNP during the
meeting.

Describing the 25-year-
treaty with India as a.'treaty of
slavery’. the BNP chairperson
said Awami Leafue, while in
power, had signed the agree-
ment and when its term is
coming to an end, now they
are conspiring again to sell out

_ the country.

She said people should de-
feat the Awami conspiracy by
voting BNP to power in the

See Page 12 Col 3

. Rafiqul Islam Dulal,

Nor'wester
kills 5 in
Sirajganj

- SIRAJGANJ, Apr 28: Five
people were killed and 25
others injured, seven seriously,
when a nor'wester accompa-
nied by heavy rain hit f‘vc
thanas of ‘the district today.
reports UNB.

The dead were identified as
Tikka, 20, and Shukur Ali, 26,
of Pangashi village in Raiganj
thana and Ramisa Khatun, 9, of
Badraghat in Kamarkhand
thana and Shuli. 25 and
Nazma, 23, in Sadar thana.

Witnesses said the howur -
long tropical storm with a

of about 80 kph raged
Kamarkhand, Kazipur,
Ullapara. Raigan| and Sadar
thanas at 4 pm, damaging
some 3.000 thatched houses,

Standing crops on aboul
10.000 acres of land were af
fecied by the storm.

‘Wieapwnitle, eleciricny sup-
ply in the district, particularly
in the ituﬂn hit areas. was

m ood number of
poles le

ell down during

the hour-long fury.
See Page 12 col B
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Dudayev killed?

MOSCOW, Apr 23 Chechen
rebel leader Dzhokhar Dudayev
was killed on Sunday nighit
Itar-Tass news agency said to
day, reports Reuter

The report could net im
mediately confirmed

Dudayev's personal secre
tary today denied a report that
the Checherg rebel leader had

been killed, Interfax news
agentcy said.

"Dudayev 18 alive and
working normally.” it quoted

Sainudi Khasanov as saying in
an ImicIview.

Itar-Tass news agency had
earlier gquoted what it said was
an official statement from the
Dudayev "government® saying
he had been killed on Sunday

See Page 12 col B
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JP 'mass hunger strike'

tomorrow to press
for Ershad's release

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party yvesterday an-
nounced a programme of ‘'masg
hunger strike by its leaders
and workers across the coun-
try tomorrow to press for re-
lease of its jailed leader H M
Ershad before the Eid-ul-Azha
and threatened of "tougher agi-
tations” for non-compliance.

The JP programme. an-
nounced at its 'iﬁmd rally’ at
the Manik Mia Avenue in the
clt]r coincides wﬂh the re-

rted hungcr strike” by
ad in jail.

Announcing the pro-

amme, JP acting chairman

izanur Rahman Chowdhury
said, "We are an electioneering
party but do not p'ush us to re-
vise our programme.

it is Soustitutional right
of Ershad to go to his eclec-
torate te place his party pro-
gramme said Mizan. -

"There can be no election
without releasing our leader.”
Mizan told the rally urging the
|::~ari;3|Ir supporters to continue

- the ¢

the movement for release of
Ershad and the election cam-
P simultaneousl

mg{'lift ‘11 start aj'r vigorous
movement if the caretaker
government does not release
our leader before the Eid." he
said. -
Mizan said that without re-
leasing Ershad. there could
not be a free and Jair election.
He urged the caretaker gov-
ernment not to create a situa-
tion that might hamper the
neutrality of the polls.”
Neutrality of the caretaker
%nvemmcnt will be questioned

it does not provide “egqual

oppertunity” to all the parties
in-the election, he said.

The JP leader alse urged
mment to
intensify the drive to recover
all the fllegal arms befare the
election Lo ensure peaceful and
impartial voting.

He alleged that a minister
of the former BNP government

See Page 12 {_nl ]
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meeting at the Manik Mia Avenue in the ity yesterday.
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| Zillur Rahman,
' Amu, Abdur Razzak and Dr

| uled to return on Ma

27-pt code of conduct

awaits approval

By Staﬂ“ Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) vrnir:le? senl the 27-
point [inali version of the
code of conduct for the com-
ing parligmentary elections to
Justice
and Parllamentary Affairs for
its vetting, EC sources said.

The code of conduct, to be

| announced formally after the
| ministry's approval,

was []-
nalised at a meeting of the EC
on Monday. The [inalisation
followed the Chiefl Election
Commissioner's meeting wilh
leaders of the major political
p hﬂ on Sunday
the finalisedq code of
use ol religious sen-
tuments to solicit vole has been
banned. Religious places such
as mosques, churches and
temples cannot be used for any
electioneering pu
The parties and candidales
are also banned from using ra-
cial or communal sentiments
in their cam for votes.
Parties, candidates and
their representatives have
been prohibited from using the
government media for election

czunpagn They will also not be,
allowed to use government

transporis, and utilise the

| services of government offi-

cials or employees for elec-
tioneering
During election campaign,

use of provocative or indecent
Iﬂn age and any language that
t hurt the religious sen
Ilmrnt- of the people, has
been prohibited, according 1o
the finalided code of conduct
Aboutl the use of govern
ment circult houses, dakban
glows and rest houses. all par-
ties will have equal rights. But
those or other government of
fices cannot be used for elec:
tion campalgn Election
Commissioners will enjoy
ority over others in using t

See Page 12 col B

Updating of
voters {ist to

continue
By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) has directed the registra-
tion officers across the country
to continue updatiug the vol
ers list until the election
sChedule is announced,

The updating Yprocess in-
cludes new enrollmenk cor-
rection and cancellation.

The decision was taken as

souwe political parties de
marﬂacrupdauug of the voters
See Page 12 col 7

DUTA requests
Chief Adviser to

ensure security

The Dhaka - University
Teachers Association (DUTA)
leaders yesterday requested
the Chief Adviser to ensure se-
curity for the teachers who
took part in the caretaker gov-
ernment movement, in the
lace ol threats and attacks on
them. reports LUUNB.

A 10-member DUTA delega
tion called on Chief Adviser

Muhammad Habibur Rahman at -,

his office when they made the
request

Led by DUTA president
ATM Zohurul Haque. the dele-
gation assured Rahman of all

out cooperation f[rom DU
leachers community with his
caretaker governmenf #4nd

wished its success in holding
[ree and neutral elections

The teacher leaders also
demanded recovery of all ille
gal arms from the Dhaka

University campus, arrest ol
the terrorists and uprooting
lerrorisin {rom society

Other members of the dele
gaunn were. DUTA General
ecretary AAMS Arefin
Siddigue., Dr Shahid Akhter
Prol Azad Chowdhury, Prof
Shahadat Alf, Prof SM Imamul
Haque K Prof Syed Giasuddin

Ahmed, Prof Abdul Mannan
Chowdhu Prof Yusuf Haider
and Prof Sl Khan

Teachers’ ret,ommendatlonb to CA

Maglstenal power sought
for presiding officers

Representatives of school
and college teachers, who
conduct vote, yesterday placed
before the cagetaker govern-
ment a set ol recommenda-
tions for holding a free and
neutral election, reports UNB.

Representatives of college,
secondary and primary school
leachers met with Chief
Adviser Muhammad Habibur
Rahman and put forward the

RU admission:
40086 vie for
3164 seats

From RU Correspondent
RAJSHAHI, Apr 23: As Many

. as 40.086 students submitted

application fgrms against 3164
seals in the first year honors
classes of the Rajshahi
University till today, the last
date of receiving applications

The admission test will be-
gin on May 14

The tests of Science and

, Law Faculties will be held on

May 14 while the Arts and
Commerce Faculties on May
15 The test of Social Science
and Life and Earth Faculties
will be held on May 16

recommendations, including
vesting magisterial power n
the presiding officers during
vojings.

Prot M Shariful Islam led
the nine-member delegation of
National Federation of
Teachers' Associations, a fed-
erative body of five associations
representing college, sec-
ondary and E:ﬂmar}r teachers.

During the meeting at the
Chief Adviser's Office, the
teachers’' delegation requested
Rahman to ensure well-coor-
dinated security bulwark
around the polling centres to
resist any hindrance to votings.

Citing their experiences in
conducting previous elections,
the teachers leaders said the
political parties had been in-
sisting that the Chief Adviser
ensure a free and fair election.

But in the past. they had as-
sisted unwanted competition
for occupying vote centres like
occupation of chars while
their armed agents and allies
showed more efficiency in
stuffing ballots in favour of
their respective parties. hold-
“}E the presiding and® polling

cers ﬁustagt at gunpoint,
the teachers said.

The delegation of teachers,
who perform duties in every

See Page 12 Col 3
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| With five days left for the Eid-ul-Azha, traders have started bringing sacrificial cattle 1o the

ternporary markets in the ety
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Tax payment procedures to

be simplified : NBR chief

Chalrman of the National
Board of Revenue (NBR] Dr
Sadaat Hossain yesterday said,
weaknesses in revenue collec
tion that lead to "leakage and
evasion ' are blocking any radi
cal reduction in tax rates, re-
ports UNB.

He told a gathering of for-
eign investors in Dhaka that
further reduction of corporate
tax will remain a difficult

oposition unless the tax ad-

. ministration is streamlined |:||:-_I

u#}:'lﬂnn.
NBR chiefl sought help

| from the private sector to get

rid of the "moral hazards”
the revenue collection

He pointed out that payery
were also parties to the men-
ace of tax evasion. "Sometimes
rich people pay a ridiculeus
amount of tax, figures some
times are definitely intriguing "

Al the mogthly get-together
of the Foreign Jdnvestors
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI). the NBR

Chairman told the investors
that the board is trying to sim-
plify tax payment procedures
f{o encourage more people to
rome into Lthe tax net,

Tax forms are being simpli
fied "as much as possible’
reduce harassment of the tan
payers, he said.

He emphasised the impor
tance of bringing a “balance of
respect and trust® in the rela
tionship between tax payers
and revenue authorities.
"There is a great amount of
mistrust in the relationship at
the moment. We are now im-
pressing upon our feld Tevel
personnel to treat the tax pa
ers as respectable citizens.’
said

Dr Hossain lamented that
income tax constitytes only 14
per cent of the country’'s total
tax revenue. The number of in-
come lax assesses In
Bangladesh Is ondy 623,000, a
figure which is too meagre for
a country of 120 million

Earlier, FICCl President
Mahboob Jamil recommended
for reduction in the corporate
lax rates in the next budget to
encourage investment activi-
ties. He proposed that the rate
be brought down to 25 per
cent for publicly traded com-
panies.and 30 per cent for
other companies including
banks and insurance compa-
nies.

Jamil also called for re-
moval of existing tarifl anoma-
lles which put the domestiic
industries in an unfair compe-
tition with imported goods.

He pleaded for tax relief {or
donations upto’ 30 per cent of
total income to genuine na
tional level sports. cultural,
humanitarian and educational
or ganizations

Dr Hossain assured the
FICCI members that many a
existing anomaly in the tariff
structure would be removed iIn
the coming budget. NBR was

See Page 12 col 7
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Jubo Dal
leader
shot dead
in Khulna

KHULNA, Apr 23: A Jubo
Dal leader was shut dead and
three other BNP activists were

injured while returning from
the meeting of Begum Khaleda
Zia here today, reports UNB.

The dead was identified as
‘ joint sec-
reta.r‘\.;on Khalishpur ward unit

) Witncasta said, a group of
miscreants upentd fire on
them in front of Radio Cenire
at about 7 pm, leaving Dulal
dead on the spot. His body was
sent to Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue.

The injured were admitted
to the same hospital.

BNP Jeaders.” including
Speaker Shaikh Razzak Ali,
Rafiqul Islam Mia and Mirza
Abbas, visited the body of the
victim at hospital and later
went to his residence at Khal-
ishpur.

he BNP leaders blamed
the Awami League and Jatiya
Party activists for the kllltng
and demanded immediate
punishment of the killers.

BSS adds: Begum Zia today
strongly condemned the
killings of Jubo Dal leader and

See Page 12 col 6

Hasina leaves
for Hajj

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina lelt for Saudi Arabia
yesterday to perform Hajj as

§ | the royal guest of the Saudi

King.

Her younger sister, Shaikh
Rehana, and some other mem-
Bers of Bangabandhu's family
also accompanied Hasina, said
a party press release. .

ore starting on her jour-
ney Sheikh Hasina offered
nafal' prayer at Bangabandhu
Bhaban and also offered muna-
jat at the Banani graves of fam-
ily members and relations
slamed on August 15 of 1975.

AL central leaders includi
Abdus Samad Azad, Abdu
Mannan* Mohiuddin Ahmed,

Amir Hussain

Mohammad Selim and a host
of party leaders and workers
saw off Sheikh Hasina at the

a :
The AL president is sched-

in absence ol Sheikh
Hasina, AL Presidium member
Abdus Samad Azad would act as
the acting president of the
party. the press release said.

Mother, 2 daughters
slaughtered
in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA. Apr 23: A young
housewile and her two daugh
ters were slaughtered all
by her brother-in-law in vi I
Balabaria under Kumarkh
thana yesterday.

Younus Gazi, elder brother
of the husband of Saleha
Khatun, 25, was blamed for the
killings.

Villagers sald Gazi slaugh-
tered Saleha and her daugh-
ters Jamela (6) and Kamela (3)
— as his yournger brother mar-
ried her against his will and
was living at his father-in-law's
residence.

Recemtly, Saleha's husband
returned to his village with his

wife and two daughters and
was living in a nearby house.
Her husband was absent from
the house when they Wwere
murdered.

The alleged assailant went
into hiding after the murders,
police said.

Police sent the bodies to
Kushtia General Hospital for
autopsy. A case was filed with
Kumarkhali thana.

Dacoits kill

one in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 23: Al-
leged dacoits shot dead a
young man in village Shilak
under Rangunia thana last
night and decamped with huge
vaiuables, police said.

The gang. while [leeing
after committing dacoity in a
house in the village. fired on
neighbours who came out eof
their houses following cry for
help. Abu Sufian, 28. diad on
the spot. according to police.

The-dacoity was ted
in the house of one med
Miah.

In another incident some
armed youths stormed into the
house of a bank official in
Ghatforhad area this after-

noon and decamped with
colour TV. VCP and other hou-

sehold materials. police said.

Muggers stab
" 31n city
By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers stabbed three per-
sons and snatched away more
than Tk 30,000 in separate in-

cidents in the city yulul‘dly

accordi to witnesses and
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
lal sources.

ang of armed muggers
nlahhed‘ a trader Jlﬂﬁm and

snatched Tk 14,000
See Page 12 col 7



