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'NU : An Upgraded Board
of Education

by Ahmed Ahsanuzzaman

: HEN the National
University (NU) came .
into existence in the

early '90s, the degree . level
students and their guardians
heaved a sigh of relief. They
hoped that there would now be
a positive change; the standard
of education wauld signi-
ficantly improve and the
unforgivable chronic delay in
publishing different exami-
nations results would cease to
exist. Nearly half a decade has
elapsed. but, there is no
noticeable change as yet. The
NU has failed miserably in
fulfilling the hopes of the
concerned.

When the University was
established, renowned educa-
tionist and essayist Dr. MA Jalil
in an article published in the
Bangla daily Ajker Kagaj on
April 30. 1992 expressed the
concerned citizen's fear in the
following way: "It would be like
another board of secondary

and higher secondary educa-’

tion. controlling the degree
Cﬁu:{gea of the country.” And
the fear surprisingly has come
true.
A university which operates
through its affiliated colleges
should be more than an organ-
isation with the charge of con-*
ducting various examinations,

But, sadly enough. that is ex-

actly the case with the NU.

Even in its petty role of exam-

conductor, it has pathetically

failed to discharge its duties as
the results of the 1994 Degree
m:ni:uﬂu%sg]llmk about half a

year to see light.

However, the objectives be-
hind setting up of a university
like the one in question were
certainly different. It was ex-
pected that the NU would
take the initiative to improve
the administrative and aca-
demic standards of 612 degree
colleges of the country in a
fruitful manner. It was also
designed that the intermediate
branch of the degree colleges
‘would be separated. But what
is the actual picture? The
University has little or no con-
trol gver its affiliated colleges
and consequently the admin-
istrative and academic devel-

ts of the colleges are
siiJl a far ery. For instance,
ust take any government col-
ege. It 1s being controlled by
the directorate of education
under the Ministry of Educa-
tion as far as ils administrative
and financial matters are con-
cerned whereas the NU is ex-
pected to look alter its aca--

demic aspecis- There exists a
clear lack of coordination
among these organisations
which create obstacles that at
times become wunpassable.
a post of lecturer of a

lar department is va-

cant (the writer has first-hand
knowledge of many such in-
stances), the principal of the
college can only write to the
directorate for filling in the
vacancy. The matter is to be
dtﬂdfg by the directorate or
the Ministry of Education
which is Indeed a time-con-
suming process. It so happens
that the post remains vacant
for a long
or s0. As a resull, the students
admitted in a college. but

e not t proper academic
care and su because of
the nen-ava ity or scarcity

time, even for a year '

of teachers which causes the'

students to adopt unfair means
in the examinations. What
measures have been taken by
the NU to erase the students'
sufferings? In fact, it is not
empowered to do anything in
this connection,

Again, in the case of trans-
fer of government college
teachers. there is hardl{ any
transparency. Who will be

sted where and for how
ong? Ask this question to arnty
education department officer.
he will simply mum over the
issue. Therefore, as noted by
Professor Kazi Abdul Latif in
his write-up published in the
Daily Sangbad on December
28,1985 "Competent teachers
find themselvés in places
where there knowledge comes

to nothing” and teachers al-
legedly with high connections
are ted in the best colleges

of the country. These less in-
competent teachers can hardly
satisfy the ever-new demands
of the advanced level students
which is causing unrepairable
damagle. to the academic stan-
dard of the colleges. And here
too, the NU is playing the role
of a silent spectator with per-
fection. The natural question
is: how can it aspire to im-
rove the academic standard,
et alone the administrative
standard. of the- government
colleges when it can exercise
little authority over them?
Then. of course, in case of
only a handful d colleges,
the intermediate branch has
been withdrawn. Most of the
degree colleges, even Honours
and Masters colleges, still pos-
sess the intermedjate branch.
Just have a look at the Eden

University College in the capi-
tal. It offers Honours and Mas-
ters courses on a good many
subjects, yet admission in the
HSC level continues. You can-
not expect even a good teacher

four /five classes a day in

‘different classes to maihtain

guality all the time. It is simply
impeossible. What can be said by
the University authority?

A painful news item regard-
ing corruption in admission in
the Henours courses in the
city colleges was published I'gz
the Daily Ittefaq on April 1
this year. The author of the
¥n¢ Rezanur Rahman writes,

n exchange of money one can
et admission in the subject of
is choice ... Many have got
admission through 'backdoor’
in return of money as there ex-
isted an artificial crises of
seats.” The writer, however,
added that it could not be
proved. And it is quite under-
standable. we are quite aware
of the limitations ol the NU
and we know the allegation
will perhaps never be proved
and “teacher-offieials involved
in the evil work” will go un-
punished and the event as
such will be repeated next
year. and the years to come.

However, we should not
disturb the tranquil slumber of
the National University. Let's
allow it to remain pleased with
its role of a silent spectator.
Let it remain an elevated board
on the mould of secondary and
higher secondary education.

JThe author. a former jour-
nalist. is a teacher of English
and a translator of foreign

plays.
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commitment, "Education
for All by the Year 2000",
mass education programme
has been taken up all over the
country, and many non-gov-
ernment organisations along
with the government organisa-
tions have taken initiatives to
set up literacy centres. Every
year, thousands of neo-literates
come out after completion of
their literacy courses. But this
basic literacy courses is not
uaranteed retention of skill.
ike any other skill, this
'literacy' could be diffused and
faded out in course of time
unless it is systematically
strengthened. :

In the context of literacy si-
tuation in Bangladesh, continu-
ing education programme is
very important. Continuing ed-
ucation is a new concept and
the main objective of it is to
create a 'learming society’.

The idea of learning societ
was first advanced by UNESCg
about 20 years ago. According
to UNESCO, learning society is
one in which all agencies of a
society are educational
providers, not just those
whose main responsibility is
education. Industrial units in
this regard could be good ex-
amples. Though industrial sec-
tor's primary responsibility is
to produce goods but it can —

should — play an educa-
tional role as well. It can pro-
vide training for its empl
and also can.intimate mass
ople with ethe skill and
owledge of its process and
oducts. Moreover, it should
ave some social contribution
in favour of literacy. Another
aspect of a learning society is
that every citizen should be
engaged in learning.

In the genuine learning so-
ciety, every citizen engages
himself or herself in education
from birth to death. In other
words, 'education is a life-long
process’. Learning sociely con-

I N relation to the national

centrates specially on the self-

lanned and self-initiated
earning environment provided
various developmeni agen
cies instead of the programme
provided by any particular or
ganisation.

To quote UNESCO's
‘Learning to Be:' "Every citizen
should have the means of
learning, training and cultivat
ing himsell or herselfl freely
available to him or her. under
all circumstances., so that he
or she will be iIn a fundamen-

Neo-literate women
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tally different position in rela-
tion to his or her own educa-
tion." Responsibility will re-
place obligation.

Some attempts made in the
sixties by the government
agenéies culminated in publi-
cation of around 60 materials
(booklets, charts, etc). Then in
independent Bangladesh some
NGOs concentrated their ef-
forts to produce a few follow-
up lteracy materials. At that
time, FIVDB (Sylhet), BRAC,
PROSHIKA., DAM, some other
NGOs and INFEP [Govt) estab-
lished rural libraries in vil-
lages. This ty of initiative
may be called "post-literacy”
which is a component of con-
tinuing education.

Continuing education is
considered as the mechanism
for human resource develop-
ment by which all aspects of
human development can’ be
systematically upgraded. in
turn strengthening the basis
for meaningful sustainable so-
cio-economic development.
Continuing education is an in-
stitution of many people that
offers the opportunity to face
and solve their social, eco-
nomic, political and environ-

- mental problems. It also helps

develop the society according
to a meaningful and effective
plan, *

Continuing education has
some interlinked components.
It is important to recommend
all the components in an inte-
grated way to ensure the pro-
cess of continuing education,
Because a single component
alone cannot stand for a long
time

Although Asia Pacific Pro-
gramme of Education for All
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(Appeal) — a project compo-
nent of Unesco, Bangkok—
prescribed six components for
continuing education, we can
imply the essence of four
components in the context of
our country.
. "Post Literacy” can be con-
sidered a very important
component within the frame-
work of cofitinuing education.
This component is designed to
strengthen the literacy skills,
so that the Jearner can be able
to utilise the opportunities of-
fered bir] other programmes
under human development
rocess. Literates and semi-
iterates are the clients of this
component. A "learning cen-
tre” is needed to implement
the activities of "Post Literacy”.
The "learning centre” ma}*(‘{bc
institution-based, community-
based or family-based.
Continuing education has
another component which can
certify its members as stu-
dents like other educational
institutions do. and this cer-
tificate should be recognised
by the state, This component
is designed as an alternate ed-
ucation p amme equivalent
to existing formal, general or
vocational education.
Experience and many re-
search studies show that the
neo-literate adults are reluc-
tant to educational #ctivities.

On the other hand. if thé liter-
acy activities are related to

their day-to-day income and
fulfil their immediate needs.
they will bé interested to con-
tinue literacy practices. So the
literacy and mntinuingt:ﬂma—
tion activities need to COTT-

g

dia

tre in West l].

bined with income-generating
programmes. Certainly, this
type of activity would be self-
initiated with the learning ob-
eclives set by the participants.
owever, it is needed to sup-
port the programme by a good
counselling and advisory ser-
vice. Facilitator of continuing
education should remain alert
in identifying potential
providers and to Entuura%t:
participation by individuals
seeking to generate income.
Finally, "Future-oriented
Programme" should be taken
into consideration as a compo-
nent ol continuing education
rogramme. "Future-oriented
rogramme” provides the
workers, professionals, com-
munity leaders, villagers. mi-
cro-entrepreneurs with newer
skills, knowledge and tech-
niques to adapt themselves
and their organisations to
growing social and technologi-
cal changes. In administering
such programmes. the main
focus is to see the continuin
education in line with overal

plans for national socio-eco- .

nomic development. It can be
mentioned here that. future-

‘oriented programme would

establish a ommon base line
of individual interest pro-
gramme within continuing ed-
ucation that ultimately would
cater to special concerns and
objectives of thé groups or in-
dividuals. The overall plan of
future oriented programme
will be concentration of indi-
vidual interest towards adjust-
ing with the modern society
as well as the changing world
Learning Centre i1s the

Women at a continuing IEduc.luu centre i
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main tool for the delivering
the continuing education pro-
gramme to the clients. In nar-
row sense, "Learning Centre"
means simply an organised
Fiatt where a person nay
earn. But in broader terms. it
is a centre managed by the lo-
cal people providing resources
for local development and life-
oriented training about what,
how, where and when individ-
uals can engage in various
types of support locally.

"Learning Centre' may be
the focal point of total devel-
opment process of the learn-
ing society. Everyvbody would
be allowed to use this place
also for community purposes

*such as shalish [arbitration).

marriage ceremony and other
social activities. In a word. it
can be said that this will be a
place for social gathering. Peo-
ple will come here for learn-
ing, training, amusement:
roblem-solving and planning
or their future development.

Continuing education has
been ensured in manv coun-
tries of the world on the
assessment of particular need
and education scenerio of
those countries. Although
there are similarity in some
aspects of continuing educa-
tion among the countries, but
the situation is actually quite
varied and it is related to the
stage ol development of each
country and to the pattern, of
general educational system of
the respective country.

In Australia, continuing ed-
wcation is nationally coordi-
nated and it has heen con-
ducted by higher education in-
stitutions and [urther erdoea

A
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- Continuing Education: A Broader Aspect

tion colleges and also by local
community centres. In In-
donesia. formal education sys-
tem is integrated closely with
continuing education which
provides equivalent courses bgv
alternative means for bot

primary and secondary educa-
tion. In Thailand. continuing
education s being carried out
by the department of Non-

- formal Education under the

ministry of_ education and
there are well development
infrastructure and network of
village training centres and
life-long education centres. In
UK. it is essentially a learning
society and both government
and non-government agencies
arg responsible to ensure con-
tinuing education through
"Further Education Centre"
and community centres. Many
other countries such as Japan,
Mali. Vietnam. the Philippines,
India, Tanzania, Malaysia,
Brazil and China have ensured
continuing education for their
citizens by various ways.

We also need to ensure
continuing education in our
country now. There are a num-
ber of problems constrainin
the spread and promotion o
continuing education. Firstly,
basic literacy course is not
qualitative enough and neo-lit-
erates are incapable to prac-
tice 3-Rs (Reading. Writing
and Arithmetic) inde¢pen-
dently. That is why. they hesi-
tate to apply their skill in their
lifestyle. Secondly, because of
scarcity of literacy materials
neo-literates cannot go
through with literacv prac-
tices. Although there are a
number ol continuing educa-
tion materials being produced
in the country, but these are
not enough and sell-motiva-
tional to fulfil the mental and
practical demands of the neo-
literates. Aes a result they do
not feel interested to read.
Thirdly, NGOs are very reluc-
tant to take up continuing ed-
ucation programmes and this
is causecd By the lack of under-
standing the importance of
continuing education. More-
aver. many donors still do not
feel any critical need for [und-
ng these programmes. o _

Finally, there is serious lack
of commitment among the

olicy makers regarging con-
{::mui'ﬂ;; education. It is really
frustrating for the nation that
most of the decision makers
are still very lraditional in
thought and actions.
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