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NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda goes to
Khulna today

By Staff Correspondent

BNFP chairpers@in Begum
Zia leaves Dhaka this
for a two-day election

LOuTr Khulna. She will tly
from Zia hiternational Airport
to the Jessore Airport in the
mnrni&and reach Khulna by
road. She will address a public
meeting at the Khulna Circuit
House in the afternoon She
will alsc address some rallies
on way to Khulna town. She is
expecied o refurn o the capi-
tal Lomorrow

Hasina leaves for
S. Arabia today
Awami ue Presidemt
Sheikh Hasina will leave here
lor Saudi Arabia teday L0 per
form the holy Hajj. Sheikh

Hasina. Sheikh Rehana zno
eight other member of the

;‘ﬁ:t‘eh of late Bangabandhu

Mujibur Rahman will
perform t Hajj as royal
of Saudi King Fahd Bin

| Aziz. reports UNB.

President visits

Sayedpur Cantt today
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas will pay a day’s visit to
Sayedpur Cantonment today
where he will attend inwvesti-
ture ceremonty of colonel
commandants of EME c _
He will also address a dall:gar
there. The President will inau
gurate a conference of fﬂrﬁ!&
the

commander of EME curing
visit. reports BSS

secretariat

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman paid a sur-
prise visit to _ Sec-
retariat yesterday morning to
see the function of the gov-
ernment s administrative

arters. He staved some-
time in his Secretanat office
and talked to high officials in-
chuding Cabinet Secretarv and
Home Secretary to know ¢ e
situation. reports UNB

New import policy
from tomorrow

The impert policy for 1995
97 will be effective from to
morTow, a governmert hand
oul said in the city yesterday
The iﬁlp-'d!"-' pricy for 1993 .95
will =xn7e

wiay Teports B>
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involving $ 2m

The International Jule
Council (IJC) has approved
four pmrtecis involving about
1 84 million US dollars for de-

velopment ol jute, jute goods:

and ‘promotion of the jute

market.

The approval was given in
the 24th session of -the [JC
which concluded in the capital
yesterday.

Briefing newsmen on the
outcome of the three-day [JC
meeting in a local hotel, KM
Rabbani, executive director of
International Jute Organization
(IJO). said: "The projects will
be funded by some donor
countries and agencies as they
have already pledged a total of
about 1.53 million US dollars."

He termed the session as
one of the most successful and
said that a number of member
couniries had committed a

By Staff Correspondent

large amount of money for
funding several projects.

Rarlzl)iani said the council re-
viewed the market of jute
goods and decided to promote
it in different countries partic-
ularly in Japan and West
Europe. L

Among the donor. countries
and agencies. The Nether-
lands, Japan. France, India,
Bangladesh and the Common
Fund for Commodities (CFC)
were prominent, he said.

The project includes,
‘Specific Applications Deve-
lopment of Jute-Based Non-
wovens to enable Commer-
cialisation’; 'Revised Project on
Application of Biotechnology in
the Improvement of Jute,
Kenaf and Allied Fibres'; 'The
Market Promotion of Jute
Goods in Western Europe’ and:
'‘Environmental Assessment of

Jute Agriculty re.

The 24th ¢jession of 1JC, the
policy makin'# body of 1JO. also
gave approval to two pre-pro-
ject activvitirts and three non-
project agtivities . namely
"Development of Jute-Based
Knitting! ymoduct for Selected
End-Uses, and human re-
sources. development in the
jute inthastry”; "Workshop on
cost retiaction and quality im-
provemiznt in jute mills";
'Expert consultation on jute
agriculture”; and "Contact
promotijon programme
Austral la and New Zealand."

Bes ides. the council ap-
proved  the IJO annual admin-
istrati'ye budget of aboul one
millio1) US dollars for th® year
1936- 97

Th e next meeting of the 1IJC
will tre held in Dhaka in April

See Page 12 col 7
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Delimitation of
ks sy

& - - [ ]
constituencies

unc ed

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) has decided to keep the
delimitation of the 300 con-
stituencies unchanch during
the coming parliamentary
gglls* EC sources said yester-

y. :

The EC -a]i:lpmved the delj+
mitation of all the constituen-
cies on Sunday:.and decided
that the next parliamentary
elections would be held on the
basis of the old delimitation,
the EC sources confirmed.

The current delimitation
was finalised on May 30, 1995,
under which the February 15
polls were conducted.

Although the draft of the
delimitation of the constituen-
cies was prepared after the
population census of 1991, it
took about four years to finalise
it in 1995.

"After the draft, the EC

ars objections and passes
judgement. Then it is fi-
nalised.” said the EC source
explaining why it took so much

See Page 12 col 6
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One lakh MT sugar

to bE’: imported

By Govinda Shil

The government h as de-
cided to import one lial th met-
ric tons of sugar to meet the
local demand and to gtabilise
the market price. off icials at
the Bangladesh Sugar and Food
Industries Corporatio’ n (BSFIC)
said.

A senior official o [ the cor-
poration said that th: ¢ country's
15 state-owned suigar mills
may not be able tc) meet the
production target 'due to a
poor harvest of siagarcane.in
the country.

Due to shortta']l in the pro-
duction of sugai'’c ane in north-
ern districts caritzed by a sud-
den flash flood,, the BSFIC
sugar mills iin Panchagarh,
Thakurgaon. Se¢:tabganj. Shy-
ampur. Rangp ur. Joypurhat
and Rajshahi are unable to
meet even halfl ‘of their annual
output target, the official told
The Daily Star.

BSFIC has  already opened
two letters of credits against
an import cirder of 50.000
tons of sugar at a cost of

around Tk 78 crore, the BSFIC
official pointed out. Another
20.000 ton of sugar would be
imported later. he said.

Talking to this correspon-
dent, Chairman of the BSFIC
Muhammad Shawkat Ali said
that the corporation has a
ready-stock ol 70.000 tons of
sugar. "We have already
cdespalched 29.000 tons of
sugar for the month of May."
Ali satd adding the price of the
product may not increase fur-
ther as there is sufficient sugar
in the country.

The target of sugar produc-
tion for the current fiscal vear
(1995-96) was determined at
around 243 312 tons of which
about 1.85.000 tons of sugar
has been produced in the
country so far.

BSFIC sources fear that the
production might not exceed
iwo lakh tons while the coun
try' s demand for the product
was more than 3 50,000 tons.

"So an additional 150,000

See Page 12 col B
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premises marking merger of his Janata Dal with the BNP (R) yesterday - Star photo

from May 4 likely

By Reaz Ahmad

Awami League chiei Sheikh
Hasina will forinally launch
her party's election campaign
after she returns home per
forming Hajl in Makkah in the
first week ol May
is likely to

from Sylhet

She in the
campa er of
fering
Hazrat Shah Jalal on May 4
according to party sources
here day

Shetkh Hasina leaves for
Makkah today on an invitation
Irom the Saudi rnment
She is scheduled to return
home on May 1.

Alter Sylthet. she is likely to
tour the northern districts in
the (irst phase of campaign
programine .

w central leaders of the
party and mayeor of Dhaka City

Nor'wester hits
Sirajganj: 15 hurt

SIRAJGONJ . Apr 22. At lea

| st 15 people were injured, five

seriously. when a nor'wester
accompanied by rain hit seven
unons in two thanas of the
district today. reports UNB.

Witnesses said the tropical
siorm with a of 50 kph
iz=»ed four unions In
Kamarkhand and three unions
in Ulapara thanas.

ateha at the mazar of

(‘orporation Mohammn jad Hanif
is likely to be included in her
vnilourage

The sources spaid that
Awami League would invile ap

phcations from nomination
seekers on April 25 if the
Election Comrmnission an-
nounces the poils schedules
tomorrow. In that case, the
parliamentary bward of the
party will start iriterviewing
the nomination neekers aller
the party chiefl 1eiurns lrom
Saudl Arabla

Another fentral leader ol AL
told The Daily Si.ar that the
draft election manifesto of the
party was under going lasl
minute checking, “We are
putting our heads logether Lo

see what oOLlher important
points having merit are be in-
corporated in owr 21 -point

drall manifesto " hr said.

Al general wecretary Zillur
Rahman, however gave the
impression thal the manilestlo
was unlikely to he made public
this month

Mentionably, tihe AL presi
dent has already spell out the
draft manifesto in last week's
extended meeting of the party
held at the Engineers
Instutution in the ity. She also
invited suggestions in writin
from partys grassrools leve
leaders

Shamsul Huda Chy
joins AL

Former Speaker Shamsul
Huda Chewdhury yesterday
joined the Awami League ex-
Hrrsmng his confidence in
Sheikh Hasina s leadership to
implement the ideals of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman. repurts LUNB

Shamsul Huda, the Speaker
ol the Jatiya Sangsad during
the Ershad regime. was re-
ceived by Sheikh Hasina on his
arrival at her Dhanmondi rest.
dence in the evening

Earlier. Huda placed wreath
al the portrait of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman

Addressing on occasion,
Hasina urged all to rally round
her party

Awami League leaders Zillur
Rahman, Begum Sajeda Chow
dhury, Amir Hussain Amu,
Abdur Razzak. Abdul Jalil, Dr
Mostafa Jalal Mohiuddin and
Rashed Mosharraf were pre-
senl

50 shops gutted
in Faridpur

FARIDPUR. Apr 22: Fifty
shops and several godowns
were gultted in a devaslating
lire at Hatkrishnapur Bazar in
Sadarpur thana today. reports
UNB.

Witnesses said the fire orig-
inated from an electric short-
circuit at Nitaishaha Godown
around 11 am and soon er
gulfed the bazar buming down
goeds and property worth
about Tk one crore.

p_nru;:uf Ba-ngabundhu M

u.r hm

at Awami Lea

Govt plans deficit financing

thru’ savings instruments

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

With the governments in-
creasing requirement for funds
and the galloping inflation
rate. the authorities are .
ing to meet much of the
needed deficit financing from
non-inflation instruments.
according to a well-placed Fi-
nance Ministry source.

The government in a recent
meeting on the revised
has already decided to raise
the target to mobilise re-

| sources from ils various sav-

ings instruments, the sbource

- saud.

l

| SOUAFCES.

The target of mobilising
funds through savings instru-
mertits was Tk 2000 crore. But
this has been extended by an
octher provisienal amount of Tk
800 crore he said

As a first measure to sxpe-
dite the mobilisation of re-
the government has
already decided 1o starnt pubhc-

ity through the media 10 en-

courage memibers of the public
and different organisations to
I nase the government sav

ings certificates.

However. nothing has been
decided regarding increase of
bank interest rates;, t the
commercial bhanks have ady
started to offer sround nine
per cent as integrest for six
months to one year de is.

“There is now a h of
resources as the revenue col-
lection dropped due to the po-
Ettﬂl::mmﬂ. anc at the same
time ermment s ex -
diture rnlgf?r said the Fin:lfr.l:
Ministry source “But at the
same lime the government's
overriding cancern is not let
ting the inflation escalate due
to deficit financing These
obligations compelled us to
e ¢ the savings instru-
ments to raise resources "

Meanwhile Bangladesh
Bank sources said that the
governmen! |s now trying to
avert borrowing from the
banking system (o avoid
inguidity crisis in the banks
wnd also to stop inflatiom from
rnsing further

When asked about the high
interest rates involved in mo-
bilising resources through
savings instruments. the
source said that the interest
rates on the savings instru-
ments have been reduced by
0.5 percentage ints in
February this year. At the-same
time, fixed deposit rate of the
banks have been raised by two
per cent which narrows down
the gap between the interest
rates of the savings Instru-
ments and borrowing from the
banking system, he noted.

“We took this op unity
to mobilise funds through non-
inflationary instruments while
leaving the banking system un-
touched,” said the source.
"Moreover hanks now need
Lheir liguidity to cope with the
increased demand now cre
aled by the sudden spurt ol
economic activities

The government has now
two savings instruments — five
years savings certificate bear

See Page 12 col 6
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Azizul Hl..lqﬂ
takes over
as IGP

By Staff Correspondent

M Azizul Huq look ever as
In:lt)eﬂﬂr General of Police
(1GP) yesterday, acco to a
l:rﬂl-l release issued from the
olice Headquarters here

Azizul Huq replaces ASM
Shahjahan who has been trans
ferred to the Establishment
Division for appointment as

| secretary. Shahjahan was |GP
| for four years

Prior Lo his appointment as
the IGP Azizul Huq was holding
the post of Additional Inspec-
tor General of the Special

Branch.
Azizul Hugq who joined the

police service in 1966 had

served as DIG ol the Special

See Page 12 col B

Young man
murdered
in City

By DMCH (orespnnulent

A young man was inmurdered
aind three persons were in
jured in separate incidents of
violence in the city yesterday,
according to hospital sources
and witnesses.

Altaf Hossain, 30, a'guard at
a construction site of a gov:
ernment oject in Agargaon
was stab to death by an
unidentified gang wilnesses
said.

Besides, [lias, 28, who was
also on duty at the site. sus
tained serfous stab injuries.

Alaf and Ilias I]u"l!':rt attacked
At around 2 am a a
jjang of about n:-ljj",h:eg lmb?ﬂ
rorists of the locality as the
iwo guards refused to the
lkeys of the storeroom. in-
jured sons wefe taken to
the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital where Altal suc
ttum to his injuries. llias
‘was later shifted to the
Othopaedic Hospital

Police, however, cpuld not
orovide any details about the
murder

Meanwhile ong Raj 28,
was shot near at Monipuripara

See Page 12 col B
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gue chief Sheikh Hasina's resi
a Zia with a bouquet at the Diploma Engirieers’' Association office

VS g
L

dence at Dhaamondi in.

Obaid returns to BNP

Khaleda warns against
one-party rule

By Staff Correspondent

BNP chairperson Khaleda
Zia yesterday said that a politi
cal party was conspiring to
evstablish one-party rule in the
country again

Commenting on Awami
League's election pledge that it
would run the country with
policies framed through na-
tional consensus. Khaleda said,
‘They spoke of governance
Lthrough national consensus but
had introduced one-party rule
in the country’ :

"They re now speaking the
same thing in a different lan-
uage to re-establish one-party
rille,” Khaleda claimed

AL chief Sheikh Hasina said
recenitly that if voted to power
her gnri‘y would frame policies
on the Hasis {]f l].ilt]('ﬂ]?]l COn
TS IS

Khaleda Zia was addressin
as chiel pguest the specia
council ses8ion of the
Hangladesh Janata Dal at the
Diploha Engineers [nstitution

L in the city where its leader KM

Obaidur Rahman announced
formal merger of his party
with the BN

Obaidur Rahman was the
former secretary general ol
BNFP He along with some of
his allies was expelled from
BNFP 1in 1988 (ollowing his re-
poried move Lo join the Jattya

Party, We have merged with
BNP for the greater national
interest and tor the sake of
national independence,
sovereignty and democracy.”

He said all nationalist
forces. groups and individuals
would have to be united for the
welfare of the country. its fu-
ture generation and for a self-
reliant Bangladesh with a
stronger economy.

Without naming Awami
League the BNP chief also
claimed that freedom of the
press would also be gagged it
this party was elected. "This
time. the number of newspa
pers may be reduced [urther
and the state power would be
exercised in a more drastic
way"

Criticising her rival political
parties. that had waged a
united movement against her
government. a visibly irritated
Khaleda said. "They're very
much jealous They did not
want us to do something good
for the people since they
themselves could not do any
thing good while in power.
That's why, they. in the name
of agitation obstructed us from
going ahead with developmen
works

People had deserted those

See Page 12 Col 2
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. forest of Sundarbans was

'Damag_e won't be extensive'

Sundarbans fire

extinguished

By Staff Correspondent

The fire in the mangrove
nally

extinguished yesterday after

. 1wo davs of continuous eflorts.

informed Prof Md Yunus,
Adviser to the Ministry of
Forest and Environment
"According to the prelimi
nary estimate, the amount of
damage is not very extensive
Trees worth Tk 2.5 lakh have
80 far been réported to be
damaged.” Prof Yunus said
"But, the extent ol damage
is yet to be fully estimated. It's
a remote area and therefore
we can not jump to conclu

stons today about the total
damage.” he added.
When asked whether the

country had any sort of equip
ment to fight forests [ires, Prol
Yunus said that he was nol
aware of the avallability ol any
~uch equipment In the coun
ry

He said
Department

that the Forest
workers had a

hard time putting out the fire

because the canals inside the

mangrove forest were dry.
Forest Department is

still lnvtstl%aling the root
cause of the fire Spread over
an area of about 6 ) sq km

of deltaic swamp along the
coastal belt of Khulna region.
the forest attracts a good num
ber of illegal wo cutters
honey collectors and others

it 1s suspected that the fire
broke out due to negligence of
such ple, official sources
said e

In the recent past. at least
four fire incidents were re
F:‘Il"!f‘f! from the Sundarbarns.

of Yunus pointed out.

BSS adds: Al least 200) acres
of forest areas in 27 compart
ment of Baidhyamari forest
camp under Chanpai lorest
range of the Sundarbans have
been gutted by the lire.

Divisional forest olficer of

See Page 12 col 7
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Six killed in
Comilla road

accident

By Staff Correspondent

Ten people were killed and
75 in%‘ured in road accidents in
Comilla, Dhaka, Rajshahi and
Gaibandha yvesterday.

Six people were killed and
40 injured when a bus collided
with an autorickshaw on the
Dhaka- Chittagong highway and
skidded off the ruaﬁ at Mos-
tapur in Sadar thana of Comilla
yesterday. according to UNB.

Police said the accident oc-
curred at about 8 am when the
Dhaka-bound bus from Laxmi-
pur rammed the autorickshaw
and tumbled into a roadside
field.

The autorickshaw driver,
Abdul Gafur (60). Lokman Hos-
sain 50} and his grandson Ab-
dul Kader Sohail (12) and Ja-
hangir Hossain (17) of Laxmi-
pur and an unidentified bus
passengsr died on the spot.
Khokon Miah of the same area
succumbed to his injuries at
the Comilla Medical College
Hospital (CMCH).

The passengers were trap-
ped inside the overturned bus.

Sec Page 12 col 1
No plan to recall
BNP-appointed
ambassadors

By Staff Correspondent
The government is unlikely

| | to recall the envoys who re-
| ceived political appointments

former BNP
according fto

during the

Currently. the envoys serv-

- ing abroad are Dr AFM Yusuf as

High Commissioner the

to

| United Kingdom. Mir Nasirud-

din as Ambassador to Saudi
Arabia, Zulmat Ali Khan as Am-
bassador to Thailand and Akh-

' tar-ul Alam as Ambassador to

The first three had
involvement with the

Bahrain.
active
HNP.

Sources at the Chief Ad-

. viser s office and the Ministry
, of Foreign Affairs said the en-

voys would not be recalled un-
less they themselves resigned
on personal grounds or for
seeking parily ticket for the
1next parliamentary elections.

A senior official said, "It Is
noi the intended - of the
caretaker. gov ‘to make
ambassadorial or any other key
diplomatic changes during this
interim period. This would
send a wrong signal to the host
governments where our en
and diplomats are posted for a
particular tenure. However,
routine changes at other levels
are possible at the end of
tenure of those posted abroad
or serving al headquarters.”

JP grand rally
In city today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jativa Party will hold a
rand rally at 3 pm at Manik
ia Avenue today

According to some top JP
iraders. the party will reiterate
its demand for release of its
jailer leader and former Presi-
dent i M Ershad as a pre-
condition for holding free and
fair elections’

Party sources said that the
JP condition for participation
in the forthcoming elections
would be used as a strategy to
secure ‘he release ot Ershad.
The leaders were also consid-
ering a march towards the jail
alter the rally. they.said.

Top JP leaders yesterday
held a series of meeting to
take stock of the situation and
finalise programmes of today's
meeting.

The district level leaders
along with their supporters
will also join the grnm:rorllly.
according to a JP press release
last night. The party will hold a
meeling ol ils extended com-
mittee tomorrow. the press
release said

Ershad refuses

food 1n jail

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiyva Partv chairman H M
Ershad refuised his afternoon
and evening meals in jail yes-
terday. according to party
SOUrce.,

Ershad had resoried to the
programme to gamer public
sympathy for his release, the
party sources said.

The Jativa Party is sched-
uled to hold a rally today in the
city. where party leaders are
likelv to plead for his release

from jail for participating in
the election campaign.

PNC session
begins in Gaza

GAZA, Apr 22: President
Yasser Arafat cenvened the
Palestine National Council to-
day., urging it to amend pas-
sages ol the 1964 PLO charter
calling for the destruction of
Israel, reports Reuter

‘I vall upon your counctl te
amend all the articles In the
National Charter which con-
tracdict the peace of the brave
that we signed.” he told the
opening session of the PNC in
Gaza in a reference to peace
deals with Israel.

Uinder a sell-rule deal
signed with Israel last year,
Arafat undertook to amend

See Page 12 Col 3
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