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From Our Correspondent

Nine ple were killed
and 78 injured in road acci-
dents in Chuadanga. Sylhet,

Kishoreganj, Comilla and Tongi

Our ghundmmn Correspon-
dent reports: Al least three
ns were killed and 32 in-
ured when a bus fell into a
roadside ditch near Boalmari
Shishu Bagan yesterday mom-

The dead were identified as
Abdur Rakib. 17, Kazi Ma-
munur Rashid, 40, and bus
helper Abdul Barek. The in-
jured were admitted to the
Chuadanga Sadar Hospital.

The accident occurred atl
around 8 am as the driver of
the bus lost control of the ve-
hicle while trying to save a cow
that was crossing the road

The bus was going (o
Chuadanga from Alamdanga
However, the driver fled the
scene soon after the accidént,

Our Sylhet Correspondent
says: One person was Kkilled
and 20 others were injured in
a road accident on the Derai-
Madanpur road in Sunamganj
district when a passenger bus
and a tempo collided near
Deras thana headquarters yes-

trrd:;]y,
i Newaj. 20. helper of the
tempo died on the spot while
the bus driver and 19 others
received injuries

Police sent the body to the
Sunamganj sadar hospital for

aulopsy.

‘l:j:;B from Kishoreganj
adds: A young woman was
killed and 26 people were in-
- jured. six seriously. when a
passenger bus fell into a road-
side ditch at Bishwa road
Khilpara Bazar in sadar thana
yesterday afternoon.

Police and witnesses said
the speeding Husseinpur-
bound local bus from Dhaka fell
into a ten feet ditch. Nazma
Akhtar (20) died on the spot.

The body was sent to sadar
hospital for autopsy.

riously injured passen-
ers Ratan (30), Mitu (35).
ishad (35). Asma Ara (30),
Uzzal (10) and Arif (10} were
rushed to Mymensingh Medi-
cal College Hospital while 13
others admitted to Kishoreganj
Sadar Hospital.

Police seized the bus but its
driver fled.

In Comilla, two pedestri-
ans, including a minor baoy,
were killed w a truck hit
them on Dhaka-Chittagong
highway at Sujatpur Iin
Chowddagram thana yesterday

Police said the Chit -
bound truck skidded off the
road and fell into a roadside
ditch hitting Burkinnesa (75)
and Abdur m Liton (10) at
about 7:30 am. They died on
the spot.

Police seized the truck. but
the driver fled the scene.

According to a re from
Tongl said: A truck driver and
one of his assistants died when
another truck rammed their
standing vehicle on the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway early
yesterday. i

The victims were identified
as driver Abdul Latif (35) and
assistant Rafiq (27).

Latil and his colleagues
were in repairing their vehicle
near Ershadnagar in Tongi
thana when a Gazipur-bound
truck hit them at about 4 am

The bodies and the dam-
aged truck were brought to
Tongi thana.

2 killed in bomb
attack on opera

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 21. Two
young men were killed and 14
others injured in bomb attacks
on an opera at Gangaprosad vil-
lage in Shahjadpur thana on

Saturday midnight. reports
UNB.
Police said Daud.17. and

Alam. 18, of the village died on
the spot when five bombs ex-

ploded on and around the jatra

ﬁwz of the injured were
admitted to General Hospital,
two lo Sha}&]adgur Health
Complex and the rest to
Purnimagati Health Céntre.

Police suspected that the
explosion was sequel to a fra-
cas between two groups over
share of the jatra show pro-
ceeds.

A case was [iled with

Shahjadpur police,

Himachal governor quits

over housing scam

NEW DELHI, Apr 21: A
state governor resigned today
following her indictment by
the Supreme Court for alleged
involvement i1 a housing scam.
repaorts AP.

President Shankar Dayal
Sharma also suggested that
Sheila Kaul, the governor of
northern Himachal Pradesh
state, resign and face investi-
gation.

Mrs Kaul sent her resigna-
tion to President Sharma,
United News of India said. She
was the Housing Minister in
the federal government before
she became the state governor
last year.

The housing scam could
further discredit Prime Minis-
ter PV Narasimha Rao's gov-
ernmerit which already is reel-
ing from a major 27 million
dollars bribery scandal. ahead
of a national election that be-
gins next week.

Ten federal government of-
ficials, including two of her
former aides, have been jailed
without bond on suspicion of
taking up to 50,000 rupees
(1,400 dollars) from each of
the 8.000 pgovernment em-

DU Kitchens-

From Page 1
food poisoning. But neither the
university authorities nor the
student bodies took any mea-
sure to check the quality of
food.

This correspondent found
very unhygienic conditions in
the kitchens of F Rahman Hall.
Jahurul Haq Hall, SM Hall and
Mohsin Hall. Those are dirty
and dens of flies. The utensils
are seldom washed and cooks
were seen cooking in the
utensils without washing those.
Food items are kept open.

However. the authorities of
Mohsin Hall took measures
yesterday to clean the kitchen
E:ﬁl the dining room of the

The students of different
halls of the DU while talking to
this correspondent alleged
that the house tutors or
provost never check the qual-

ity of food supplied in the
caleteria.

Election expenses

From Page 1

stitutng will not be included
in the three lakh taka ceiling,
said the EC official.

Since there is no existence
of Political Parties Registration
Act, the question of accounting
by the

and auditing their funds
EC does not arise, he added.
According to law, eve

candidate or his agent will
open a separate account with a

scheduled bank for the pur-

Eou of making payments for
is election expenses other

than his personal expenditure.

Besides that a candidate is
required to submit to the Re-
turning Officer (RO) a state-
ment on the probable sources
of funds to meet his election
expenses. The statement has
to be submitted in crrc&::rihed

ays of the
ate for

forms within seven
expiry of the last
withdrawal of candidature.

Likewise, a statement on
expenses has to be submitted
to the RO within 15 days after
the publication of the name of

the returned candidat
led. ate, he

ployees who got apartments
ahead of many other workers,
news reports said. None of
them has been charged.
India's constitution says
slale governors are immune
from prosecution while in of-
fice. But they can be removed
by the country's president.
The federal police is
preparing to question Kaul,
about allegations that she ac-
cepted bribes from govern-
ment officials to rent them
government-subsidised houses.
She had earlier refused to
quit, saying the investigation is

still on and she hasn't been
charged vet,

On Wednesday. the
Supreme Court said that

politicians who become gover-
nors should not think they are
beyond the reach of the courts.

The court suggested that
she should quit as governor so

that federal police can ques-
tion her.

Major parties

From Page |

Moudud Ahmed, Anwar Ho-
ssain Manju and Monirul Hag
Chowdhury,

Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Maqbul Ahmed told newsmen
that at their meeting with the
CEC. they had pointed out that
no legal restrictions on using
religion in eleclion campaign.
Article 8 of the Constitution al-
lows the use of religion in the
campaign., they mentioned.
They expressed concern at the
law and order. Magbul Ahmed
said. Qamruzzaman and ATM
Azharul Islam were also in the
Jamaat team.

Gano Forum delegation led
E{ Saifuddin Ahmed Manik and

ajor 'Gen (rtd) Khalilur
Rahman suggested holding of
the elections in the third week
of June and a strict code of
conduct. Specifically. they sug-
gested that the [ine of

000 for irregularities by a
candidate should be replaced

with cancellation of candida-
ture il one is found guilty of ir-
regularities. newsmen were
told.

At about 2,20 pm. a
Muktijoddha Sangsad team led
by Principal Abdul Ahad met
the CEC and emphasised neu-
trality of the administration in
conducting the polls, in addi-
tion to ensuring law and order.

Ahmedul Kabir of
Progatishil Gano Oikvo Jote
said he had told the CEC that
the election should not be held
unless the EC is sure about the
iaga.r and order situation.

Salman F Rahman and two
other leaders of the Samriddha
Bangladesh Andolan, empha-
si transparent guidelines to
identify bank loan defaulters.
They also told the CEC to con-
sider income tax defaulters
and tax evaders, it was said.

Salahuddin Kader Chow-
dhury of NDF said he had told
the EC it should inform the
people about its satisfaction
over law and order. If the EC is
dissatisfied, it should again
hold meetings with different

political parties to find a
solution. :

Left Democratic Front team
led by Nirmal Sen, that of JSD
led by ASM Abdur Rab and an
Islami Jote team also

mc;ﬂtht ,flnd emphasised
e up ol arms re
ﬁmnﬂ wae saly S

e

Hawkers demonstrated in the city yesterday protesting

their eviction from Gulistan area.

— Star photo
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BGMEA seeks financial
help on priority basis

Redwan Ahmed president
Bangladesh Garments Manu
lacturers and Exporiers
Association (BGMEA) has reil
erated the need for extending
financial assistance on priority
basis 1o the export oriented
industry, reports

55

In a statement issued in the
city lastnight he said that the
government and the other au-
thorities had already been ap-
prised of the losses caused in
this sector and specilic finan-
cial proposals including grant
ing of working capital loan
have also been submitted in
order to restart operation of
the aflected garments facto-
ries.

Relerring to the comments
published in different newspa-
pers about extending loans to
all garments factories without

Delhi hotel blast
toll rises to 17

NEW DELHI. Apr 21: Indian
police launched an investiga-
lion today into an overnight
bomb blast which destroyed a
hotel in the heart of New Delhi
and killed 17 people, includ-
ing two French nationals agd
Four Nigerian tourists, reports
AFP.

A Kashmiri Muslim guerilla
group and a Sikh separatist or-

anisation from the state of
unjab jointly claimed respon-
sibility for the Saturday night
bombing in the Indian capital s
popular tourist district of
Paharganj

Hospital sources said 40
others. including an unspeci-
fied number of overseas
tourists from countries such as
Britain, Iran and the United
States were injured when the
four-storey Arjun guest house
collapsed following the blast.

The previously-unknown
Jammu and Kashmir Islami
Harkat-ul Mumneen separatist
Eruup and the Sikh Khalistan

iberation Force jointly
claimed responsibility in a
statement issued in the
Kashmir summer capital of
Srinager.

"We destroyed the hotel
with a remote-control bomb as
many anti-Kashmiri movement
people were residing (there),”
1h¢:j Urdu-language statement
said.

exception or possible roles of
the government and the bank-
ing sector in this regard. he
clarified that the proposed [i-
nancial assistance would be de-
termined on the basis of feasi-
bility study and certainly on
bank-customer relationship

But it was desirable that the
proposed financial assistance
would have to be liberal and on
casy terms in consideration of
the gravity of the situation. he
added.

He emphatically stated that
expeditious financial assistance
to those faclories allected dur-
ing the recent political unrest,
not all the garments factories
in general. could satisly the
need ol the hour. Needless to
say. many garments faclories
are anxiously waiting for work-
ing capital loan to restart their
production activities. This loan
would also be secured and
riskfree, he added.

Redwan Ahmed stated that
the banking sector was gov-
erned by its own rules and
procedures in accordance with
the existing financial manage-
ment system in the free mar-
ket economy. He made fervent
appeal to the authorities of the
commercial banks to extend
all possible assistance quickly
on priority basis to their long-
lime dependable customers in
order to ensure that the gar-
ments sector does not crumble
down.

Prokrichi to
support BNP
in JS election

Prokrichi, an organisation
of engineers. agriculturists and
doctors, yesterday assured the
BNP nif its fu!ll support in the
upcoming parliamentary polls.
reports L%N% e

The assurance came when a
six-member delegation of the
nationwide organisation., ex-
changed views with BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia at her party's Kakrail office
on the existing 'political sce-
nario of the country.

The delegation, led by
Prokrichi Convenor Dr MA
Majed, expressed solidarit
with BNP's programmes, B
Sccn:tmg' General Barrister
Abdus alamh Talukdar told
newsmen at the party central
office in the evening.
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| the people in their

products: IJO

m&rnt:' o praduc: v
reat to s al
least In the rmdiﬁﬂl:m term due
lo vast overcapacity in the
manufacturing of polypropy-
lene {ml}rmcr and prevailing
low oi ., reports UNB.
The warning came in the
latest assessment by the
International Jute Organisation
(JO) on competitive position
of jute vise-a-vis synthetics.
Impost of cts
Sﬁ risen s % in h the
ng and the develo
munltc;ﬂl since the mid cig;;::l
ies as a result of lower rates of
synthetics. -
Consequently, the price
competitiveness of jute waned
in the United States and
Japan, particularly in the area
of carpet backing in the US
According to the LJO, ex-
cess capacity of polymer is
likely to persist over the next
few years despite attempts for
rationalisation. The excessive
production will keep the
of resin and other synthetic

products at low level, Ipcgging
the producers. manulactures

nd exporters of and

ket situation, LJO said advan-

BCIC to be set
up at DCCI
bldg tomorrow

A British Commercial In-
formation Centre (BCIC) will
be set up in the capital to pro-
vide Bangladesh! firms and
businessmen with information
on conducting business with
Britain, reports UNB

British High Commissioner
Peter J Fowler will formally
open the centre at the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) building tomor
row at 9:30 am.

The British High Commis-
sion in Dhaka and the British
Council, in collaboration with
DCCI. will jointly operate the
cenitre

The centre has been

ui with funds provided
Et' ngffsdnuth:m Asia Eﬂﬁm
Group of the UK's Department
of Trade and Industry and the
DCCI, said an press release.

Dr Kamal

From Page 1
freed from sick politics,”" he
said.

Stressing the need for re-
covering illegal arms. Dr Kamal
said the political parties
should give commitment to
the people that they would not

rovide shelter to any arms
olders and would not use

‘'muscle power during the
polls.
The Gano Forum leader

urged the Chief Adviser of the
caretaker government 1o
launch a massive and effective
arms recovery drive for an im-
partial election.

He suggested that the polit-
ical parties refrain from nomi-
nating black money holders for
the coming election and from
using religious sentiment of
lls cam-
paign for the sake of a free and
impartial vote.

"The election should be to-
tally free from the influence of
black money and muscle
power." he said and regretted
that the arms recovery in last
21 days was not satisfactory.

He alleged that the black
money holders and the corrupt
are conspiring to vitiale the
peaceful election environment
and urged the people to build
up resistance against them.

Presided over by City G
Forum President Mohammad
Kafiluddin Ahmed, the rally
was also addressed by Pankn]
Bhat , Advocate
Islam, Shamsuzzoha, Mostafa
Mohsin Mantu, Advocate AKM
Emdadul Islam and Jane Alam.

Ground water level in N-dists

falls to 70 ft, experts say

Ground water level in most
parts of the country is deplet-
ing rapidly causing severe
threat to crop production and
climatic systems, water ex-
perts have said.

"Our statistics show that
over the years the ground wa-
ter level is constantly deplet-
ing with the gradual increase
in its daily use both in
Bangladesh and the upper ri-

arian areas in neighbouring
ndia, said the rts.

Director of Ground Water
Circle of Water Development
Board (WDB) Mizanur Rahman
told BSS that even in mon-
soon, when the ground water
level was supposed to be
recharged in natural process,
no ¢ was reflected in the
Fround water chart, particu-
arly in the Dhaka city and
other major urban areas.

‘Meanwhile, reports from 16
northern districts said that
people were facing severe cri-
sis of water as with the start of
the season ground water
level had gone beyond the
reach of deep tubewells. In
some areas the fall of the level
has been recorded at 70 feet,
while tll:c !;;I_Iall rivers of the
re as dried up, local offi-
cials sad. o UP

Mizanur Rahman said that
as the water mﬂnpl}r system in
urban areas and irrigation sys-
tem in rural areas were mostly
dependent on ground water
immediate steps be taken to
artificially replenish the
ground water level. Otherwise,

he apprehend the problem
would lead the country to-
wards desertification.

Noted geologist and [ormer
Director General of Gmluﬂcﬁl
Survey of Bangladesh A
Zaher said if the situation con-
tinue, the moisture of the at-
mosphere would decline and
the desertification process,
which had already begun in
Bangladesh. would further

worsen,
Another geologist of WDB,
Joynal Abedin said "our main

problem is that the amount of
ground water being used can-
not be recharged by natural
rocess. Even during the 1988
ood, when most parts of
Dhaka were inundated, the
vacuum in the sub-soil level
was about 55 feet,” he said
adding "the situation is worse
now."

In the capital Dhaka, ex-
perts said, ground water level
is falling 2.3 feet every year
due to over exploitation.

The experts said the idea of
artificial replenishment of
ground water was to reinject
surface water, particularly
when it is abundant in the
monsoorn, -to the sub-soil level
through adopting technological
measures.

"It is not a new idea and
many western and Asian coun-
tries including Thailand are ar-
tificially recharging their
ground water.” Bangladesh,
they said. is yet to adopt the
system.

Agriculture and WDB offi-

cials said with the adoption of
crop diversification pro-
grammes in the past few years,
the use of irrigation water had
rapidly increased. Of the irri-
gation water, 70 per cent
comes from the ground water
level, they added.

At present there are 30,000
deep tubewells, five lakh shal-
low tubewells and more than
10 lakh traditional pumps
which are being used for Ilft:l.?lg
ground water, said.

WBD officials said the instal-
lation of tubewells in an indis-
criminate manner ignoring the
rule for keeping certain dis-
tance from one bore hole to
another was a major cause of
ground water depletion.

culture officials said the
farmers had little to do in this
regard as the

were
more dependent unm

water with the streams in the
rivers were drying up.

Engineers and geologists
said the shallow flow o!':"lﬂﬂ
rivers most of which had -
inated from India and fallen
tﬂht Bay of crossing

angladesh, was also ¢
the abnormal dephtm
ground water,

Naturally, rivers are the ma-
jor replenisher of nd wa-
ter, but as the in the
rivers in Bangladesh has been
thin due to withdrawal in up-
per catchment areas in India,

the ground water level could
not recharged adequately,
they said.

Mayor of
Co tion Mohammad Hanif
in the chair. the function was
also addressed by AL General
Secretary Zillur Rahman, Joint
Secretary Abdul Jalil, presid-
ium member Abdur Razzak K AL
Gulshan thana unit
Tipu Munshi. Asafuddoula and
Rahmatullah spoke on behalf of
the newcomers.

tcf of in certain techni-
ns and its envi-
ronment-friendl nature

should be promoted
to raise the demand of the
natural fibre. :
Meanwhile [armers across
the jute-producing countries
are dis-
enchanted with jute cultivation

due to staggering low return
over the past years.
Accor to another re-

view of the situation
by the WO, the under
jute has been on the in
most of the pmnduch'lﬁ coun-
tries. as farmmers are shifting to
other remunerative crc;rn_
Total land area under jute
cultivation in five major pro-

ducing countiries -
Bangladesh, [India Nepal
China and Thafland — shrank

to 4.3 millon acres in the cur
renit crop year (1995 96) from
5 1 million in 1990-9]

Bangladesh experienced a
sharp drop in acreage this year
from last year. The area under
jute squeezed to 1 2 million
acres Ifrom last season's 1.4
million acres. i

Forecasting a poor crop

r, WO estimated the world
m production at 2.7 million
tons In the current crop year
compared to 3 45 million tons
in 1 95, largely due to re-
duced output in Bangladesh
hecause of drought and flood
conditions

Lower yield, however re
sulted in better price of the fi
bre in the international market
Average export price of raw
ute Increased to 412 US dol
ars Yﬂ meiric ton this vear
Irom last year's 350 dollar

1 JO exerculives sald
tavourable price this vyear
might help the sluggish pro
duction recover in | coming

Crop year

Corruption at Ctg
Art College alleged

Some students of Chit
tagong Goverrnunent Art College
al a press conference in the
city yesterday demanded im
mediate removal of its Prinet-
pal for her alleged (nvolvement
in corruption. reports UNB

Addressing the press con
ference at the Jatlya Press
Club, Igqbal Hossain, a student
of the college also demanded
increased number of teachers
and immediate solution of its
hostel and academic problems.

He alleged that the Princi-
pal, Shamsunnahar Ali, misap-
propriated the college fund
and transferred two of its
teachers for protesting her il-
legal activities.

Dacoity in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Apr 21: One per-
son was stabbed by dacoits
during ro in a house here
early taday.

ey looted Tk 50,000 and
gold ornmnaments. and other
valuables worth about Taka on
lakh.

A gang of ten to twelve da-
coits attacked the house of
Abdur Rajjaque at Hatimbag of
Svlhet town. They entered the
house by breaking the grills
and snatched ten tolas of gold
ormament. Taka 50 thousand in
cash and other valuables.

The dacoits also beat up the
members of the famill};. At one
stage. they stabbed the house
owner as he tried to resist.

However, they managed to
make good their escape
alongwith the booty. A case has
been started. No arrest has yet
been reported. police said.

Hasina
From Page 1

Bangalees and translate into
reality the dream for a 'Sonar
Bangla' cherished by the father
of the nation.

She said Bangabandhu had
championed the cause of
Bangalees' political freedom
and had also taken up some

prtﬂﬂrammes for economic
upliit. "But it's our biggest mis-
fortune that he was killed and

afterwards all successive gov-
ernments over the last 20
years played with the fate of
our downtrodden people.”
Hasina alleged that the
BNP. with an alleged that ulte-
rior motive to politicise the
whole administration, had
ruled the country in an auto-
cratic manner over the last five

She also reiterated her
party’'s demands for updating
the voters' list, expediting the
illegal arms re drive and
cancelling the arms licences
issued during BNP rule.

"Even today, we got some

information from northern re-

on that voters’ registration
orms were yet to reach some
of the remote areas there and |
don’'t know how far the
Election Commission will be

able to update the voters' list
within its time limit".
said

Hasina

With city AL

president and
Dhaka

City
sident

Hanif said., "we have re-

alised the peoples’ franchise
after many sacrifices and long
movement. Now we all have to
work hard for final
through the ballots in the com-
ing elections. ™

victory

Wmai,miitﬁrmdmnhlledmm.m

of them women and children. and set

several homes on fire

in southern Burundi. Burundi's radio said today. reports AP.

: 21: A se-
nior US official advised arch-
enemies India and Pakistan to
hold talks of resolve their dif-
ferences after a new govern-
ment takes office in New Delhi
following the coming elec-
tions. reporis Reuter.

‘1 think that provides a
ood opportumnity for India and
akistan to wipe the slate

clean and turm over a new

page.” Assistant Secretary of

State for South Asia Robin

Raphel told reporters in
Islamabad after a tri
to Pakistan and oo M

She said she thought it

wotild be good opportunity for
Pakistan to make a gesture to a
new Indian government. which

1396 cases filed
for violation of
traffic rules

On the first day of the
Traffic Awareness Drive ]1996

in Dhaka city. the police -
terday filed |.396 cases [urr?rl

olation of traffic rules. r s
Cases were filed lfﬂnll B0

trmcks. 169 buses, 130 mini
buses, 78 microbuses 198
cars, 126 motor bike. 407

auto-rickshaws, 96 rickshaws

and other types of transports.
according to a police press re-
lease

The traffic department of

the Dhaka Metropolitan Police

usually files 250 to 300 cases
every day for violation of traffic
rules

The traffic department

called upon the people to
abide by traffic rules and ex-
tend their co-operation to the
traffic police for maintaining
traffic control system. Owners
ol transports, drivers, passen-
ers and estrians will be

fited if the traffic rules are
followed by all. This will also

improve the movement of
traffic.
SKOP demonstrates

In Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ. Apr 21: The
Sramik Karmachari Oijkya
Parishad (SKOP) has demon-
strated in front of the Deputy
Cominissioner's residence
demanding immediate reopen-
ing ol Sirajganj Spinning Mills
and payment of outstanding
salaries of the mill workers.
reports UUNB.

The demonstrators on
Saturday night also submitted a
memorandum to the Deputy
Commissioner to press the
demands.

Earlier. the workers brou-
ght out a procession and
paraded different streets in
the towmn.

Contractor
From Page |
rescued him and sent to the
Dhaka Medical College

Hospital where he succumbed
to his injuries yesterday morn-
ing.

Residents of the area said
that the killing was a sequel to
land dispute.

A case was filed with Demnra
police.

k Sabha polls

Raphel proposes Indo-Pak
talks after Lo

will take office after the April/
Ma%'_ election.

he two sides should
finally ﬁﬂ
should have been
more r:{da.rly in recent years”
and talk over issues dim
them. inclu the -

standing dispute over e
Himalayan region of Kashmir,

Tt rcally- troubles us, and |
know it troubles the Indians

and
Pakistan, rather than a third
country. to sort eut their preb-
lems.

But she said. “we hawe al-
ready said and., we ;
that we are to
extra effort to be

Washington has said in the
past it can mediate in the
Kashmir dispute if both sides
agreed. Pakistan has ac
and India has rejected such
mediation.

Salam

From Page 1
election aign.,” he said,
adding she is scheduled to
visit Khulna tofmorrow to ad-
dress a public rally at the
Cirenit House ground there on
the dav.

The election manifesto of
his rany is being drafted and
,would be announced soon after
the announcement of election
schedule, Talukdar said .

Meanwhile, a six-member
delegation of the Prokrichi
called on the BNP chief at the
party central office earlier on
the day

Asked about this, Talukdar
declined to name the
Eruhrirh‘_‘}l‘ leaders who met

egum Zia, sa . You all
know who are ﬁﬁﬂl of the
Prokrichi.”

LLeaders of the BNP and its
Iront organisations from
Barisal. Pirejpur. Jhalakathi.
Feni and Sirajganj also met
Begum Zia on the day to dis-

cuss issues relating to the
coming elections.

BNP, AL

From Page |
party was voted 1o power,
there could be enough scope
for rewarding the "original”
activists.

Replying to a question on
AL leader said if voted to
anr‘-r the local level leaders
ailing te get nominatiens in
the polls "would be rewarded
with various positions in the
government-funded au-
tonomous and semi-au-
tonomous bodies within the
purview of law. “They could
also be accommodated in vari-
ous local government bodies.”
the leader added.

Replying to the same ques-
tion. a member of the BNP
high command only echoed
the Awami League leader.

The formal process of giv-
ing nominations by the parties
will begin immediately after
the election schedule is an-
novnced.
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