r_

The Daily ﬁfzrtr“——1

Founder-Editor : Late S. M. Ali

Is anybody Looking

We have a caretaker government to ‘take care’
of the country. Is there anybody to take care of
our beloved Dhaka city? From the looks of it, no.
| Take.any aspect of our capital city and one would
realise the truth of our frustration. Safety of our
lives and security of our property are something
that we have long handed over to fate. For things
like electricity, water, sewage — for all of which
the rates are high and the municipal tax is ever
on the rise — we have nothing to write home
about. In many areas of Dhaka water crisis has
reached the most acute stage. Electricity is now
in severe short supply leading to disruption in
production and of office work.not to mention dis-
comfort in our day to day living.

Perhaps nowhere is the orphaned state of the
city more apparent than in city traffic. Nothing is
certain about traffic any more. Any time of the day
or evening one can be stuck for hours in almost
all principal parts of the city. To put it bluntly
there is no gevernance of the city anymore. Who ,
or which body, is in charge of the city is the
question that everyone would like to see an-
swered.

While not a priority concern, yet we feel com-
pelled to ask the caretaker government to focus
its attention on the city's rotting state. We feel
that since it does not have to seek votes for itself.
it may be able to take some harsh decisions about
clearing up roads of illegal occupants or of mass
encroachments that have occurred in areas such
as Bangabandhu Avenue, Karwan Bazar, New Mar-
ket and Nilkhet area, many parts of the old town,
to name just a few. .

We would like to remind Mayor Hanif about his
election pledge to make Dhaka a better city to
live in. He had assured us about clearing the roads
of all sorts of encroachments, pledges that he
has seemingly forgotten now. We recall that he
used to complain about non-cooperation by the
BNP government in carrying out his work. What
is stopping him from doing his work now? In
fact, as the only elected city leader his standing
today is far higher than in normal times. This is
his chance to show us how effective a city father
can he really be.

We appeal to the caretaker government, and
also to Mayor Hanif to take a serious look into the
affairs of our capital city before these really, and
perhaps irrevocably. go out of hand. .

* . Fire in Forest

Two square kilometres of deep forest has been
burnt down in the Sundarbans in a bushfire that
started on April 19 noon. It is a national disaster.
But it would hardly appear to be so from the me-
dia coverage it has so far received. There is a
suspicion that the administration's response to it
has not been any closer to the desirable than the
media’s.

Forest is the most neglected living thing in
Bangladesh — after man., of course. It is being re-
lentlessly cut and plundered with perhaps no one

to even stand up against it. The forest depart-
ment has its field-level manning so poor as to

shame even the scandalous understaffing of the
judiciary. The few that are supposed to tend and
protect these, have to strike up arrangements
with the pressuring powerful people on the jun-
gle-fringes. under pain of harassments not infre-
quently amounting to murder. No one other than
a fool would expect our forest bosses to have, as
things are, meaningful fire-fighting arrangement
and in time, to use them effectively. ,

Even so, the forestwallas and the government
in its all-embracing entity and the media — elec-
tronic as well as print — could very well pfoject
the disaster for what it means to the nation. The
necessity of this is missing in every quarter. Why?
Because it is forests and not something closer to
home like mastans and elections and police aber-
rations? |

In fact, the forests, all of what there is in
Bangladesh, are burning for decades without re-
spite. This present fire near the Katakhali forest
office is minuscule campared to what is consum-
ing all of Bangladesh's forests. |

Bush fires are one of man's most unyielding
enemies — the Chinese forest fire continuing un-
tamed for years could even be seen from the
moon. But those that profit from a systematic
scuttling of the nation's destiny are far more

formidable, |
A Virtual Hell

- Did Dante in his mortal coils visit purgatory?
Yudhishthira, however, had some taste of hell be-
fore entering for eternity into paradise. Muslims
have the intimations of hell only and soon after
death, the experience being called gore ajab. On
Saturday hundreds of inmates of the Mohsin Hall,
a Dhaka  University residence, were thrown into
hell alive. Three hundred of them were vomiting
and, yes, defecating non-stop — respite coming
only when one lost consciousness. These 300
were hospitalised.

The knowledgeable ones wonder why every
other day there isn't an outbreak of massive food
poisoning in one or the other of the 14 residen-
tial halls. The food is substandard to unconsum-
able the year-round and the quantity and kind are
not such that would sustain an adolescent in
health. If the pittance that is charged for food
cannot materialise a proper meal even after hefty
subsidy, the price should be raised to more real-
istic levels and the portions be guaranteed to
constitute a truly full and wholesome meal.

. Hygiene and control are items that do not cost
as much as rice and fish and meat. Teachers and
other university officials in charge of hall messing
have long. given up doing their part.

The matter should clesely be gone into and the.

ET me start with a
provocative, and delibe-

rately polemical. propo-

sition. Governance in_  Ban
adesh is seriously flawed in
ge measure because ii has

been usur by two major po-
litical that are not natu-
ral al of democracy (With

some honourable exceptions, |
regard the smaller parties as
variants of the same problem).
Both the Awami League (AL)
and Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) are attached, like
an uncul umbilical cord, w0 a
bitter and divisive past. They
represent a generation of politi-
cians who have a latent
propensity to rule for ever and
thus an u;duri u:;eluclanct TIE;u
accept defeat grace. €
:Iﬂical system thus needs to
ed by a watchful and
vigorous civil society and but-
tressed by a wide range of
constitutional ards. The
issue of constitutional safe-
guards deserves a separate pa-
per. but | will focus on the topic
of civil society. In order to
establish my premise, let me
make an uncomfortable i -
sion — a potted review of our
past basgd on the work
Anthony Mascarenhas.
During the heady d:g: of Joy
Bangla and g:nbll ration
Bangladesh. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman was everybodys
Bangabandu. Today. he is
such a phehomenon to
oy Fontond g o [
ispassionate an is o
history must, of course, confirm
his status as the Founder of the
state of B desh. Neverthe-
less, as J:d llé f—cu?m Ban
galee ang shi-Aus-
tralian, [ have always
with the acutely painful fact
that managed to
make the dreadful transition
from a dedicated democrat to
the controversial creator of a
one party state.

BNP lovalists do not have

much to ¢ about. As we all
know, BNP came into being
through the efforts of the late
President Ziaur Rahman.
Widely respected and remem-
bered as a hero of the Libera-
tion War, President Zia — as
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Anthorty Mascarenhas reminds
us — was a man who wanted

...Aan open-ended opportu to
Ehnid:nt for the rc-t'ft’hu
Such a chn? is embodied
in the AL and BNP and finds its
sordid expression in public
:ﬁchﬂ and rallies. It is con-
tly reflected in the infantile
tussle between s and
Bangladeshis, between (Jo

ﬁ:ﬁh mdﬂangl:q.delh -'

| wish the or political
parties would realise that we
are both Bangalees and
shis. We represent the
fhimitable combination of a
wonderful set of values that en-
able us to be privately pious
and publicly secular. to em-
brace Pahela Baishakh and
Shab-e-Barat with equal exu-
berance and earnestness. This
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by Ilyanatul Islam

demographic terms. is also a

" young and growing society. in

such a state of flux,

ideas and ideology may not
have the opportunity to estab-
lish firm roots.

If. as | have ar . there
are some facilitating conditions
that s the existence of a
large, or at least significant,
brcmmtuumy who are not driven

loyalties, then it per-
mlmm ar that this is the
miclclle that Id breed
an assertive ci sociely.
Inevitably. this process will I‘A{c
time to ha . Currently,
members of mﬂﬂddlegrmnd
appear to be committing an
censpiracy of silence by
refraining from lgmilthzml dis-
course in a public forum. |
sometimes think that it reflects

I wish the major political

if a democratic culture is to
take root in Bangladesh. we
need a vibrant civil seciety
built up by individuals. groups
and institutions... What is._.
needed to keep

to transfo his ideas into
deeds. the framework of
the well-regarded Centre for Pol-

economic information and anal-
yses within a ransparent and
accountabile framework.

| have another
story 1o tell — this time from

S0uth Korea The latter as we

all know. has attracted world-
wide attention as a highly suc-
cessful newl

economy (NIE). Since
has also become a of a

newl democratised it
INDPE. In one of mpn‘;

its to the country. | got in touch
with the CCEJ — Citizen's

sionals. In an extensive inter-
view heid in July 1922, the Sec-
retary of the CCEJ toid me that
the sation

to combine the

parties would realise that we are both Bangalees and Bangladeshis. We

represent the inimitable combination of a wonderful set of values that enable us to be privately pious
and publicly secular, to embrace Pahela Baishakh and Shab-e-Barat with equal exuberance and

eclectic mix and the instinctive
distrust of extremisim represent,
in my view., the fundamental
bases on which democratic
norms and values can be nour-
ished. That it has not occurred
“mﬂ hmmmr:;]] is. to
a t . a ection
of a systern dominated by politi-
cal parties still wrestling with
demons from a dark :
Someone once told me that
he has seen an opinion survey
which shows that the world is
not divided into BNP-wallahs
and Awami-leaguers. Appar-
ently, 70% are uncommitted
voters and do not reflect en-
trenched party loyalties. | have
not been able to verify the exis-
tence of such a su . but
there is an element of plausibil-
in this g&ecc of unconfirmed
statistic. Electoral preferences
in Bangladesh do not reflect
historical patterns of voting be-
haviour simply because the
country is not a mature
democracy and does not, as yet,
have a long and regular tradi-
tion of elections. Bangladesh, in

International Labour Standard

culprit and the negligent punished.

- earnesiness.
an ated of . lhe has recently
attr dirty (one is - Jaunched an | t re-
ther a BNP s or an AL sy- - view of Bangl 's develop-
cophant). While an implicit ment (IRBD). Written by an im-

conspiracy of silence is a safe
option at an individual level,
from a collective perspective it

has a deleterious eflect on the

democratic process. Thus, civil

society surrenders the terrain to

self-seeking politicians and
their disreputable band of slo-
{an-chanting followers f(or. even
worse, gun-toting storm-troop-
ers ')

While the growth of a watch-
ful civil society Is a long-run
phenomenon, certain mecha-
nisms may be put into place
that could speed up the pro-
cess, The core idea is that con-
cerned citizens and committed
goleuinn.h should build up a

rum where every facet of pub-

lic policy Is subject to a regular
process of rigorous scrutiny. An
eminent Bangladesh|
economist, Prolessor Rehman
Sobhan. Is an eloquent advo-
cate of this view. Here is a lucid
summary of his position

pressive team of home-grown
economists, [RBD aims to an
annual event.

It would be fair to say that
dissemination of economic in-
formation and analyses have,

for far too . been meonopo-
lised by the Ministry,
multilateral jes (such as
the World and local rep-

resentatives of donor countries,
Of course, any one, with suffi-
clent severance and pa-
tience,. could gain hccess to the
volumes of internal. restricted
documents that the World Bank
produced — and internal, re-
stricted documents that the
World Bank produced — and

produces — on the Bangladesh

economy, but the very process
remained outside the realm of

public disclosure of informa-
tion. IRBD s, therefore, an im-

portant political event as it rep-
resents the first, tentative ste

toward the dissemination o

street politics’ with a dispas-
sionate and careful scrutiny
every facet of public policy
an independent team of
scientists and economists.
results of this process

were, in turn. dissesni-

E;

scrutiny
nated through a high-profile

strat of blications. dis-

| believe that the CCEJ

role in -
Riring a viatie and vierant cvi

society in South Korea. Issues
that were hidden in the arcane
world of academia and govern-
ment-sponsored think-tanks
and su

ppressed in the of
professional rnals mly

sprang to life arnd became an

inherent part of the domain of

public discourse.
What are the
fcath

s for
ICC!‘Jan in
m-dr;h?lbelEEt a

conducive environment exists
for such an exercise in emula-

tion. There is, of course. the

initiative and

enterprise

demonstrated by Professor

Sobhan In addition,

inspiring

industrialiseg
987, it

oREgg
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Politicians, Civil Society and Democratic Governance

Bangladesh has diverse clusters
of committed professionals and

concerned citizens whao
(through their respective organ-
isalions| seek — in a2 Tirm.

forthright manner — to raise
public awareness of topical so-
cial issues (human rights. envi-
ronmential crime, gender dis-
crimination etc). Such diverse
r:luutct!'n represent a durabie
basis for the emergence of the
gggﬁladtlhl—cquivﬂmt of a

Let me end with another
uftmpc.ﬁccmnﬂy
that

., be misled Into thinking

Bangladesh is ue, as a new
democracy, in i from a
crisis of ; is by
no means the case. Atul Kohli of
Princeton University has identi-

fied a similar of gov-
ernability in all developing
country . As he ob-
serves . '._.they tend to be

volatile because of poorl

must also be noted that even
mature democracies have re-

_alised that they cannot take

their political system
Eranted. Jonathan Rauch has
recently issued a in-
dictment of the US SVS-
tem. He calls it a case of de-
msciem:}i;- a system of or-
ganised self-seeking lobby
grnug that has iﬁvm the
coun into a state of gridiock.
Thus, all democracies — both
new and old — have to be en-

in the difficult task of

ways of n

nou

Bangladesh can make some
contribution in to
such a chal , it can
imﬂﬂlhl}’ pr of a
asting contribution to

global quest for a secure, hu-
mane and future.

The . a Cmﬂrﬂg PhD
leaches at an Australian .
sily. He is currently vis
i b i o

is coauthoring on n
Asian Economies (to be pub-
lished by Rutledge, Uk).

Our regular column
"ENCHIRIDION' will be

published tomorrow.

Impact on Textile and Apparel Industry in Developing Countries

by Imtiaz Ahmed Rumee

HE G7 countries —
world's richest econo-
mies — recently pro-
osed the sensitive issue of

inking trade to worldwide
labour standatds designed to
prevent exploitation of chil-
dren, forced labour by prison-
ers and insisted on trade union
rights in Lille, France.The
Group emphasised the need to
enhancing core labour stan-
dards ‘around the world and
examining links between these
standards and international
trade in appropriate forum. So
was a Frenchman's statement
according to newspaper re-

rts at the end of a G7 con-
erence.

The Group suggested trade
sanctions on countries which
exploited children and prison-
ers. Developing countries have
protested the proposal that by
inking trade to working con-
ditions it had been done to
.protect the interest of the
abour of the industrialised
countries where the wage is
extremely high compared to
that in developing countries.
European officials welcomed
the proposal because the core
standards would serve the in-
terest of their entrepreneurs
in keeping their products pre-
competitive compared to that
of the rising economic tigers
of the developing countries.

Exports of apparel products

1
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addressed

address.

Recovery of illegal
. arms

Sir, | had a discussion with
Major General Dr A R Khan re-
garding "Recovery of lllegal
Arms” and had given him a
number of suggestions, out of
which only one sugpgestion has
been -implemented and that

also partially. 1 would like to
suggest the following :

Cash Reward: Cash reward
should be given to any one sur-
rendering any arms. If the po-
lice recovers arms then the
individual/all those who partic-
ipated should be given a cash
reward immediately. This
would act wat incentive.

Police : Any police of-
ficer recovering one hundred
arms should ‘be given a Police
Medal.

Accelerated Promotion: Any
police officer recovering one
4housand arms should be given
accelerated promotion.

Punishment: Any OC /Police
Officer failing to perform his
duties in the recovery of arms
should be glvm punishment —
reprimand, demotion, or
posted out to Hill Tracts Dis-
trict. ;

I am certain the above will

go a long way in the recovery

of illegal weapons.
I would also suggest to the

Chiefl Advisor of the Caretaker”
Go#ernment to visit BDR HQ at

- Peelkhana, Police HQ at-Rajar

Bagh Lines, and Ansar HQ as
Mintster in Charge of Home

Department.

Major General Quazi Golam,
Dastgir KAAO
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to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

cumulated millions.

from the Caribbeans to the US
have been increas and they
are now cited as the largest
buyers of US manufactured
textiles, accounting for nearly
40 per cent of these products,
according to a report pub-
lished in Asian Textile Cloth-
ing (ATN). Caribbean countries
have expressed their deep
concern that US manufactur-
ers, fearing the dumping of
cheap apparel imports, would
pressurize their mment to
impose further restrictiens.
Apparel was not included to
the list of the Caribbean Basin
Initiative (CBI) which permits
duty-free import of a r of
products from the Caribbean
into the US. According to
available information on the
Caribbean Textile and Apparel
Institute, the apparel industry

has been able to generate some-

5000.000 jobs in the region,
the beneficiaries of which are
mainly women. who otherwise
suffer from acute unemploy-
ment.

A report in a recent issue of
deadelus. the magazine of the
American Academy of Art and
Scienees quoted to have said
that "globalising of labour was
more advanced in earlier gen-
eration than it is today.” It has
been described how unre-
stricted the patten of world
c:;]lplnymenta was from the fi-
nal decades of the last century

F m e . -
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Less politics, more*
, work

Sir, According to newspa-
er reports. Bangladesh lost
EE{} million per day in produc-
tion for 250 days in the fiscal

vear 1995-96. A total of 520

illion was lost due to political
disturbances. Our annual GDP
is §220. The world i8 march-
ing into the 21st century with-
out disputes. ‘prejudices and
hatred. In today's world, we
have to economise our politics
and not liticise our econ-
omy. Lack of mutual under-
standing of 25 years can't be
eliminated soon. Comprehen-
sive settlement can't be
achieved without solving the
problems of common people
who consist 80 per cent of the
total population.

About 65 per cent of our
population remain illiterate,
almost 70 per cent live below
Lthe poverty line. Ours.is one of
the poorest per capita income
in the world. Unemployment is
hovering around 50 per cent of
total employable population.
During 25 years of politics,
three different parties have
ruled the country. Many of the-
cabinet ministers allegedly ac-
This
money came ’from foreign
donor countries in terms of
aid, loan and natural disaster
allowances. Student wings of*
four major parties indul in
negative politics of violence.
Many students known as extor-
tionist unfortunately happened
to be trouble makers,

Neighboring country, India, .

up to the outbreak of the First
orld War. In year, from
1880 to 1913, between
600.000 and 1.5 million Euro-
peans crossed the Atlantic in
search of new life to the coun-
tries of the North and South
America. That was a much
greater proportion of the pop-
ulation of the host or originat-
ing countries than the volume
of migration the people of the
modern world are witnessing
during the 1990s, from poor
lo rich countries.- Moreover,
both China and India who were
large manpower exporters in
the past are no er so today.
In New York city alone, the
US general accounting office
estimates there are more than
4500 sweatshops, employing
some 50,000 workers. In Los
Angeles there are even more,
according to recent available
data. Often most workers are
women in apparel manufagtur-
ing and restaurant work.
are many others from the vul-
nerable groups who recent by
emigrated from China or Latin
America and speak little
English. New York's Chinatown
is a telling example of how
new immigrants are exploited
in sweatshops.
- A report published in a
newspaper described the
worst case scenario when gov-
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ernment officials raided a
sweatshops in El Monte, Cali-
fornia, where workers were
living in slave-like environ-

ment in a co und sur-
rounded by b wire. [nside
the camp there were more

than 70 workers, mostly
women from Thailand, who
were producing millions of
dollars’ worth of garments.
Those clothes, in turn, were
sold to some of the biggest US
retailers, the report described.
The world market for tex-
tiles and clothing will grow
more rapidly over the next 10
years, says a report in a recent
issue of Textile Outlook Inter-
national According to a r
published in Asia on Textile
and Apparel, the growth rate
in textile and clothing between
1992 and 2004 is expected to
average 2.7 per cent a year
compared to 1.9 per cent a
ar between 1980 and 1992.
e growth rate in textile sec-

tor will be faster in the devel- *

oping countries compared to
that of the developed coun-
tries. By 2004 China, Latin
America, developing Asia and
Africa will consume 23.0 mil-
lion tons compared with 16.1
million tons in 1992 — a rise
of almost 43 cent over the
12-year ﬂe:n . By 2004 China
alone will consume more than

a third of the total for the de-

}reluping tnt;lntrui.mgut the
astest growth over period
will be elsewhere In Asia,
especially the Indian sub-con-
tinent (up 41 cent) and in

East South East Asia (up
57 r cent). The textile in-
dus tends to shift eastward
and 2004 the develo

countries will account for 6
per cent of global consump-
tion. : i
In apparel business, the
price, quality,- shipment in
time, etc play the prime role
in the international market.
The wage of labour in the ap-
parel sector in B adesh is
the lowest comp to other
competing countries like In-
dia, Pakistan, China, Thailand,
Vietnam, Sri Lanka, East Eu-
ropean countries, Nepal, In-
donesia and Hong Kong.
though the 'labour’ in the Ear-
ment sector in Bangladesh i
not so efficient as that in other

countries like Hong Kong,
South Korea, Sri Lanin whlf:

manufacturing in terms of
fastest time. e developed
countries use high techn :

the labour wage is extremely

high compared to
Bangladesh's. According to
Warner International the
hnurly__wn%emtcinthc _
industry in Germany, USA,
South Korea, Hong Kong,

Turkey, Mexico and Poland are

-
e
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res ively 825, 816, 85,
BE.B. 835 iﬂii. 81.4 while the
rate in is .20

The developed countries it
has been observed. always try
to impose non-tariff barriers
on developing countries in var-
lous ways.The high labour cost
in developed countries has
been promoting the en-
trepreneurs of the developed
countries to shift the sunset
Industries ke textile industry
in developing countries to
make more, money where the
labour cost is very low.The rich
nations earlier imﬁoucd child
labour issue in the name of
protecting the rights of chil-
dren where o 30 per cent
rcop!a live below the poverty
ine Eln Edmdih]ﬂ Until the
textile industry eveloping
countries takes a hen-
sive stance, the developed
countries wﬂ!]dism-v:r new is-
sues like eco- alu:lll.nf legisla-
tion on flammability for
nightwear et¢, and will advise
the developi countries to
maintain that. te 800
words and lip service to liber
trade policies.- protectionist at-
titude of the develo coun-
tries in the name of maintain-
ing international code of labour
standard would serve
the interest of the en-
trepreneurs of the dmlored
countries, contrary to free
trade,

- ¥

is one of the largest democra-
cies in the world, having worst
political record but surpris-
ingly they managed to virtually
ban student politics at college
and university levels. There are
news of bribes and scam but
no session jam in India at all.
Our four-year university educa-
tion takes eight years to com-
plete, Wealthy students are
moving out towards USA and
India for higher studies. Ac-
cording to HC sources at New
Delhi, more than 100:000 stu-
dents are studying in India.
Thgy are spending on average,
5150 per month. More |is
spent for studying in the USA.,

Due to continuous strikes
called by the political parties,
our export sector sustained
loss which amounts 33 billion
per annum, and our reputation
around the world was tar-
nished. At present, our people
are divided and frustrated. It is
high time to impo$e complete
ban on "student politics” all
over the country. After resigna-
tion of each government, all
ministers concerned should be
accountable to the people's
court of justice. Their net as-
sets at home and abroad
should be evaluated. Rampant
and widespread corruption
must be rooted out from top to
bottom. We, the new genera-
tion, expect better economic
prospect for the nation.

Mohd. Rajtv Igbal (Rony)
P O Box 27958
Abu Dhabi, UAE.

Paranoid politics
Sir, My atlention has been
drawn to two articles on page

5 of your esteemed newspaper
published on April 6, 1996
Under People's Rights’
written by Mr Harold D Biswas,
I would like to further add that-
no politician or political party
has a right to keep maﬂrﬁly_

people as hostage to imple-
ment their political aim by
Ftner&ting fear through vio-
ence committed by hired
thugs, .
In the article 'This Time,
without Mayhem', [ would like

"to congratulate Miss Mah-

jabeen Hasan, a student of
Class [X for courageously advis-
ing both Sheikh Hasina and
Khaleda Zia to retire from the
leadership of their respective
parties and put an end to their’
personal feud which had al-

most destroyed the country's

economy and brought about
terrible miseries to 120 mil-

lion people.

M Rahman
Khulshi. Chittagong

Let there be a
judicial probe
Sir, An unprecedentéd situ-
ation occurred due to partici-
pation of some senior govern-
ment officials and making
speeches from the dais of a
political party a few days back.
One of them tried to justify the
action in an interview with the
BBC. The reasons given by him
are unacceptable and do not
stand to reason.

The BNP has raised the is-
sue with the Chief of the care-

taker govermment and ex-
pressed concern that with
such people in the administra-

tion election cannot be held in

a neutral atmosphere.

Participation of government
officials in political rallies and
expressing solidarity with po-
litical views publicly is a seri-
ous matter of concern any-
where in the world. And here,
it has shattered the confidence
of the people.

- The caretaker government
of Justice Habibur Rahman
should immediately institute a

P S e
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judicial enquiry cominittee to
probe into the matter with
such terms of reference as to
whether the officials of the
Republic can publicly partici-
pate in political rallies and
express solidarity with politi-
cal views under existing gov-
ernment rules . If not. what
action should be taken against
them and what measures to be
taken to prevent recurrence
of such events in the future?
This is very important not only
for holding the: upcoming
election in a neutral manner
but also to uphold the image of
the employees of the Republic
in the public mind.

A former government officer
Dhalkar

Save the beggars

Sir, It is a scorching noon,
pt{g:l: are enjoying recess,
Suddenly, the calling bell
strikes perturbing your nap.
You rush to the door with
f{uwning somebody
slretches his arms towards
you; he wants something — he
is a beggar. Similarly, we are
accosted by the beggars on

lootpaths. traffic signals, mar-
kets and everywhere. Actually,
country is infected with beg-
gar-menace.

Everyday, beggars are
roaming about from door to
door, soliciting alms in differ-
ent ways. Besides one-man
system, a group of entourage
rattles a -trolley with a dis-
abled man inside crosses city's
anes and requests for alms
chantin iﬁﬂlgiﬂus chorus.
Sometimes, paralysed fellows
are left on the overbridges or
in the crowdy places ol city's
main intersections. Passers-by
get sympathised and donate

money
Today's beggars have the

choices. They refuse panta
bhat,

stiff bread. even [ifty

paisa. 11 is regretiul but true-
that natural calamities like
river erosion, unplanned popu-

- lation etc. plunge many me

into immense suff
and thereby. resort to :

Galloping towards uncertainty.,
they stretch arms to well-off

people, seeking help -- and
thus become lh% bu:gcn of so-
ciety.

S0, in the view to rehabili-
tate beggars, not having any
prejudice against them. Alms-

ving is to be limited to the

sabled only. Let t inter-
ests :I:l_!ivert in pursuit of earn-
ing throu self-employment.
We have already got the burn-
ing example — how our
Prophet Muhammad (SM) sig-
nified ity of labour reviving
a penniless life using an axe,
his last resort,

Reclamation is not possible
overnight. Elimination of beg-
gars and its subsequent
restoration through pr atic
steps are quite a task. Con-
certed drive. in course of time,
will reduce beggars from lia-
bilities to asset.

Nasiruddin Ahmed.

C/0. Mainuddin Ahmed, (Beng.
Dept).

Dhaka City College ., Dhaka
1205.

Sound pollution

Sir, Out ol the numerous

sources of sound pollution in
Dhaka. a serious one is created
by the helicop
the Air Force. Must they carry
out their flying manoeuvres
over the capital city ? It seems
that they
disturbing noise their flying
machines make.

ters belonging to

are not aware of the

May be if the authorities

concerned try a little, they can
find some other site for their

Nyi actices.
R ;:ﬁzﬁrrm‘I

Mirpur-10
Dihalea




