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City AL holds spl
extended meet today

By Staff Correspondent
A speci
of Awami
unit will be

ue Dhaka city
at 7 pm today
at the party's central office at
Bangabandhu Avenue in the
city. With city unit chief and
Dhaka City Lm*puratmn Mayor
Mehammad Hanif in the chair

The meeting is e ted to
be attended by presidents and
secretaries of all 15 thana

units of the city, said party
sources.

This special extended
meeting Is going to be held
just two days after another ex-
tended meeting of the city AL
which was attended by leaders
of all thana. ward and union
units

WB seminar in
Nepnlﬁmtodqy

111: World Bank is sponsor-
". a high-level seminar in
1

beginning today to

I:ll'infl logether the senior

Asian government offi

cials and the policy analysts

with agriculture and trade

sls from the bank and

several other international or-

anisations including the

The three-day seminar

will focus on the implications

of the Uruguay Round

Agreement for Agriculture jn

South Asian countries Besides
the Warid Bank. the s

of World Trade Organisation
(WTO) and Food and

Agricultural Organisation (FAO)

are also taking part in the
serinar, reports BSS.

Appointments

Hdlidlhﬂh:lmlﬂm] Joint

Secretary. ni Youth
ll'l:iﬁpmu r:t.u:l
the director ill of -
ﬁl::r: of the C Adviser. Syed

Ritshld Joint Secretary
u{ lhe Election Commission
Secretariat. has been ap-

the Joint of

the Minisiry of Youth and
Sports. reports BSS.

Ananda Puraskar for
Akhtaruzzaman llyas

CALCUTTA. Apr 21: Bangla-
desh Writer Akhtaruzzaman
was yesterday awarded
the Prafulla Kumar Smriti
Ananda Puraskar for his Kho-
abnama. while Dr Ramakanta
Chakraborty won the
Sureshchandra Smriti Ananda
Puraskar for his research work
ofi Bange Vaishnav Dharma
(Vaishnavism in ] The
annual awards are instituted by
the Ananda Bazar group of
publications. reports PTI]

RCC Mayor calls
on Chief Adviser

Mizanur Rahman Minu.

Mayor of Rajshahi. made a
courtesy call on Chief Adviser

Muhammad Habibur Rahman at .

his office yesierday He stayed
with the Chief Adviser for
some time

al extended meeting
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Leaders of all major political
parties have 'by and large’
agreed on a code of conduct
for the coming parliamen
elections, Chief Election Co-
mmissioner (CEC) Mohammad
Abu Hena said yesterday

"By and large, all political

have reached an under-
standing on the code of con-
duct for the polls,” the CEC
said while briefing newsmen

after a series of meetings with
leaders of the major, pnlitlc:al
parties at Lhe EC &

He said that the EC wnu]d
take into consideration the
suggestions made by the par-
Llies regarding the election
schedule and take a decision
on the matter soon.

"l wanted to have a feed
back from all the political par-
ties about the code of conduct
and election schedule. They
have sed their views and
the EC will give due consid-

tomorrow to find out some-

thing realistic. -

noted that the u atl.ng
of the voters' list may
tinved even after the pﬂlla

schedule is announced. But, he
added. it can only be done
centrally from the EC

By Staff Correspondent

Secretariat.

Leaders of the political par-
ties separately met CEC
Mohammad Abu Hena from
2.20 pm.

Top leaders of the BNP,
Awami League, Jatiya Party.
Jamaat-e-Islami, nd Gano
Forum and some other parties
met the CEC following invita-
tion. Election Commissioners
Md Abdur Rahman and
Mushtaq Ahmed Chowdhu
and Secretary M Fazur Razza
were also present at the meet-
ings.
BNP leaders. after meeting
the CEC at about 10.30 pm.
told newsmen that they had
particularly drawn the atten-
tion of the EC that no party
activists should be harassed in
the name of arms recovery
drive.

"We have seen in the past
that false cases were lodged
against our activists. | told the

CEC 1hI.L this ﬁg&ﬂd pot h
5\ ‘iﬂ*rﬂ:f?
11! Ehlam Talukder said.
He was accompanied by Saifur

Rahman and Shamsul Islam.
Regarding election sched-
ule, Talukder reiterated the
Elart}' demand for elections in
The HBNP

may. however
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Leaders hold meetings with CEC

Major parties agree
on code of conduct

soften its stance on the elec-
tion schedule. Saifur Rahman
indicated. "We understand the
EC needs time." he said. :

Al leaders, following their
meeting with the CEC at
around 10 pm. told newsmen
that the arms recovery drive
was at the top of their nda
for discussion. followed by
preparing a correct voters' list.

Terming the talks with the
CEC “"very useful.,® AL
Presidium member Abdus
Samad Azad said that they had
requested the EC to hold the
elections at least 15 days be-
fore the expiry of the 90-day
time-limit as per constitutional
provisions.

"In other words. we have
recommended to the EC to
hold the elegtions on June
13."” Samad Azad said He was
accompanied by Amir Hossain
Amu, Tofael Ahmed. Abdul
Jalil, ASM Kibria and ATM
Shame it Hag,

Jatiya Party leaders. after
their meeting with the CEC at
about 11 pm, told newsmen
that they emphasised arms re-
covery and release of their
parly chief former president
HM Ershad

The .JP team consisted of

See Page 12 Col 2
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'No mechanism
to control
polls e
By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC). under the existing laws
of the country. has no mecha-
nism to check or control the
election expenses of candi-
dates, said an EC official.

The EC has to depend
completely on the returns sent
by candidate regarding his ex-
penses in the elections.

Even if a complaint is made
about over nses by a can-
didate, the EC, on its own,
cannot set aside the election
result of that candidate, as the
matter is required to be re-
ferred to the court, the EC of-
ficial pointed out.

According to the Represen-
tation of the People's Order,
1972 (RPO). the election ex-
penses of a candidate. exclud-
ing his personal expenditure.
shall not E.‘H.Ctt.‘ﬂ Tk three lakh.
Personal Pcndi{u;: of a
candidate will not exceed Tk
5000 as per the RPO.

Election expenses. as
stated in the RPO means. "any
expenditure incurred or pay-
ment made. whether by way of
giit. loan. advance deposit or
otherwise, for the arrange-
ment., conduct or benefit of. or
in connection with., or inci-
dental to. the election of a
candidate. _including the ex-
penditure on accouni of issu-
m circulars or public or

erwise presenting the
c]eclurs the candidate or his
views, aims or objects ”

Expenses for public meet-
ings arranged by the political
parties in a particular con-

See Page 12 col |

yesterday.

Awami League chiel Sheikh
Hasina has reiterated her
party's commitment to run the
country on the basis of
national consensus .

“If elected. we will formm-
late every policy on the basis of
national consensus and will
free the administration from
widespread politicisisation.”
the Al president said at a func-
thon to welcome newcomers to
her party.

Some 10.000 leaders and
workers of BNP and Jatiya
Party and businessmen from

| the citys Gulshan and Uttara

areas joined the AL yesterda

said an announcement at the
function heid in front of the
Bangabandhu Bhaban at

Dhanmondi in the city

Mother of Jama] hreaka duwn holding a phumgraph of her son at her remdence in the cuy

— Star photo

Contractor murdered near uk Bhaban

By Staff Correspondent

An armed gang shot dead a
contractor and seriously in-
jured another man accompany-
ing him at the RAJUK Bhaban
in the city at noon erday.

Witnesses said. Mahfuzul
Huq Jamal, 34, died on the
spot when the gang. arriving in
a microbus, fired several shots
in his belly and back near the
gate of the RAJUK bulilding.

Jamal was the joint secre-
tary of Jativa Party unit in Ward
No. 75 in the city -

Aslam., a friend of Jamal,
was seriously injured with sev-
eral bullets. He rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) and was
fighting for life after undergo-
ing a number of operations,
doctors said last L. ]

Jamal, (ather two sons
and a resident of KM Das Lane,
had to the RAJUK office
with some friends to file a
tender schedule for a road
construction work in the city

Motijheel police confirmed
the incident but could not
ol Jamal was sent to t

details as no case was in
L. E.’d;
DMC
for autopsy

this regard till last
UNB adds: Another young

businessman was beaten to
death by some miscreants
Saturda L.

Locals said that some 5-6
hoodlums including Nazu and
Taju. took Wasim (26). a trader

of raw materials, to Nurbagh
area at Dhania of Demra and
beat him severely

L.attr ople ol Lhe area
age 12 col 7
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Ieaduts of BNP

Awami [Lague and Jatiyva Party.
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Sundarbans
burning

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 21: The dev-
astating forest fire in the
Sundarbans that broke out on
Friday. has already destroyed
flora and fauna on more than
500 acres of the world's
largest mangrove.

All efforts to tame the fire
have proved futile for want ol
water and adequate number ol
fire fighters, according to olli-
cials.

"Massive activities to con-
trol the fire could not be con-
ducted for shortage of water in
the Bhola river. the nearest
source of water due to the cur-
rent ebb-tide.” Divisional
Forest Officer (DEO) said.

Editorial on page 4

He said adequate number of
fire fighters could not reach
the aflected areas due to lack
of proper communication f[a-
cilities. The divisional forest
officials. however. visited the
areas today.

A fire service motor launch
of Bangladesh Navy reached

the ;umt I’rumﬂMcgg{la tonight.
. f.ene of the p com-
mumity was allowed by the DFO

to get in the affected area.

A huge number of trees, in-
chuding valtiable Sundari and
Gewa, are being incinerated by
the dcvaslaul;f, fire that broke
out at Baidya Mahal of C
range in the deep forest in
Bagerhat district, forest offi-

cials said.

The big blaze has burnt
down trees over 500 acres and
was raging through the forest,
till Flinﬁ of this report accord-
ing 1o 1

But [hl:‘jf could not confirm
whether animals were burnt or
not.

The '-“-.‘-undarhans which
stretches across the border
into India. is a sanctuary of
various species of birds, rep-
tiles and wild animals, includ-
ing Royal Bengal Tiger.
Bangladesh's national animal.

The Forest Department
could not identify the cause.
hul suspected the current hot

pell or fire of honey collectors
mt%ﬂ have ignited the blaze.

eanwhile, environmental-
ists and wildlife conservation
societies E:IETEESEd grave con-
cern over the burning of the
famous forest which is damag-
ing the ecology.

The Coastal Area Resource
Development and Management
Association in a press state-
ment yesterday expressed
concern over the incident of
fire in the Sundarbans.

~ "The [ire wull have négative

effect on our already threat-
ened tiger pulation and
other living beings.” said Hasna
J Moudud, President of the as-
sociation.

She urged the government
lo ensure protection ol the
Sundarbans from extinction.

AL, BNP likely to

nominate many
'political strangers'

By Nurul Kabir

The two major contenders
for power. the BNP and the
Awami League, are likely to
nominate a significant number
of "political strangers” to con-
test the forthcoming general
elections, sources close to the
ﬁlif’f makers of the parties

The new faces will include
leading businessmen, industri-
alists and retired bureaucrats,
the sources hinted.

Apprehensive of “revolt” by
a number of local level leaders
of the parties at the decisions
of nominating "outsiders”, the
policy makers of both the par
ties are planning te offer
rewards” for the "original”
leaders. the sources added.

‘With the League. Jatiya
Party and Jamaat out to defeat
us. the ensuing national polls
is going to be the most crucial
one for our party. We therefore
T}}fht need o nominate some
influential people who had not
been direetly involved in the

rty earfier,” a member of the

P standing committee told
the daily Star yesterday on
condition of anonymity.

Another BNP leader said
that the result of the ensuing
polls will be a matter of pres

tige and survival ol the party.
So top priority for the party
shnulcrbe to ensure majority
seats in Parliament, not to en-
tertain the sentiment of all the
local level leaders,” he said.

An influential member of
the Awami League's central
working committee told this
correspondent: "You see. the
Awami League has been out of

wer for the last two decades.

e next polls is a life and
death question for our party. It
is therefore imperative for us
to ensure victory, not to enter-

tain mere aspiration ol any lo-
cal level leader however dedi-
cated he may be.”

"In power politics with
BNP. what is the use. of givin
nomination to a dedicate
worker if you see a new face
more prospeclive. a sources
close to a member of the AL
presidium said

Members ol the high com-
mands of both the parties
however said that they had no
intention to “belittle or un-
dermine’ the party activists
who had worked day and night
for their respective organisa
tons

They argued that once a

See Page 12 col 8

HABELE_MABELE_MAEELE
WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE
OF DIFFERENT TYPI:S.

v NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD
199, TEJGAON 1/A. DHAKCA.

TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW RO(OM : 861985

Hasina tells newcomers to party

AL to frame

the basis of consensus
By Staff Correspondent

policies on

Prominent among those
whe jeined the AL included
former secretary Asafuddoula,
former Jatiya Party MP and a
leading businessman AKM
Ralhmatullah. former Director
of IPGMR Dr M A Mannan and
former Upazila chairman Nurul
Karim, is also a son-in-law
of late Nurul Amin. chief min-
ister of then East Pakistan.

* PBesides, thana and ward
level leaders and workers of
BNP and JP and businessmen
of Guilshan ing Centre,
DMC Market DCC Market
the area also joined the AL. it
was said at the function

The AL chief said the main
objectives of her party were to
realise the just rights of

See Page 12 col 6
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Dr Kamal for
nat'l consensus
on fair polls

CHITTAGONG, Apr 2]
Gano Forum president Dr
lhmll Hossain yesterday urged

afmhlt political parties
rm a national consensus
for the holding of a free and

fair election, reports UNB.
Addressing a public meet-
at Laldighi Maidan here

this afterneon. he said the

contesting litical parties

should -trkl;’foﬂaw a code of

conduct for a smooth and
| election.

He lambasted those political
parties which pursue 'negative
and sick politics and lamented
that in last 25 years democ
racy. the Constitution and the
rule of law were obstructed
time and again.

The next generalion will
he r-ndanurrcg if democracy
and the rule ol law are nol

See Page 12 Col 5

Twenty more DU students fall sick

Most DU hall kitchens unhygienic

At least 20 more students of
Mohsin Hall of Dhaka
University fell sick with food

- poisoning

Y.

The unjversity authorities
have jal medical
team for treatment of the sick
students in the hall,

Meanwhile, most of the 300
or so students of the hall who
were admitted to the Dhaka
Medical l'.lnlIr.Ft Hospital
(DMCH) and the ICCDR.B, with
food poisoning Saturday were
released yesterday. sources in
the dormitory said.

The students started falling
sick with serious stomach ache
afller they took their meal at
the dinlng room of the hall

Fndlyn
Shn.lm Universily au

By DU Correspondent

thorities have formed a three-
member inquiry committee to
investigate the scourge of food
poisoning.

The committee headed by
Mohsin Hall provost Jamal

T Editormionpage 4

Uddin Ahmed has been asked
to submit its report to Vice
Chancellor Emajuddin Ahmed
by April 24

Two other members of the
committee are chiel medical
officer of the university Dr
Ketabuddin and Director of the
Institute of Food and Nutrition
Salamatullah

No aclion has lLween taken
against the manager ol the
caleteria of the hall according

to sources in the hall. The
ma has been absconding
since late night Friday when
the students started complain
mLabuul serious stomach

It was gathered from the
students that those who took
fish curry and egg flell sick

quickly Those who took
chicken curry fell sick the
next day

Calfeterias in . Dhaka
University halls are run by
contractors Students [re

quently complain about poor
quality of food but no measure
has been taken

On February 19, 1994, al
least 200 studenis ol
Jagannath Hall fell sick with

See Page 12 col |

defaulters

The Council of advisers has
approved the proposal for
amendment of ' E Eeprcacn—
tation of the People's {}rder
1972 (PO N2 155 of 1972),
official handout said in the ::itg,r
last night, reports BSS.

The approval was given at a
nwetiml," the Council of Ad-
visers held yesterday evening
at the Chief Adviser's office
with Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman in the chair.

The arnendment has been.
made in order to debar the
bank loan defaulters from
contesting in the coming gen-
eral election and to enable the
voters to exercise their fran-
chise in the election without
voter's identity cards.

Besides, violation of the
code of conduct _ to be framed
by the Election Commission —
has been made a punishable of-
lence in the Representation of
Peoples Order 1972.

Dhaka College
student
shot dead

A college student was shot
dead while gossiping with his
friends at a coffee shop at
EIeEhant Road in the city last
night, reports UNB.

Witnesses said that Nasir
Sadek Kanak (20). a first year
Accounting Honours student of
Dhaka College. received bullet
‘njuries when an armed grou
lired 15-16 rounds of bullet.
Fanak died on way to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

The incidemt occurred
while he was talking to his
Iriends at the coflee shop at
around 10:15 :

The four other seriously in-
jured during the incident are
Masud (22], Tapash (24),
Sadek (20) and Tanvir (23).
They were admitted to DMCH.

Our DMCH Correspondent
adds: Police yesterday morming
recovered body ol one Kismat
Ali., 65. from 333 West
Rampura.

Gulshan police said they
found Kismat hanging from the

ceiling of | hﬂu Se.

He might have committed
siicide because of prolonged
iliness, police said.

Ruma. 20, wife of one Asad
Mia was admitted to DMCH
with serious cut injuries. It was
alleged that she was.attacked
with sharp weapon by her hus-
band's lirst wife.

BNP tried best

to realise due
share of Ganges

water: Salam
By Staft Correspondent

BNP Secretar General
Abdus Salam Talukdar yester-
day denied allegations that his
party failed to realise the
country's due share of the
Ganges waters during its five
year rule.

“It's not our lailure. We
iried our best to realise our
just shares ol the Ganges wa-
ters. We held talks on the issue
at the levels of prime minister,
foreign minister and officials
on different occasions. We will
continue our efforts and adopt
more effective measures to
succeed if the people re-elect
us." he said at the regular
press briefing at the BNP cen-
tral office at Naya Paltan in the
cily yesterday eveni

Salam Talukdar told
ournalists that party chief

egum Khaleda Zia would
undertake an extensive tour of
the country soon after the
schedule for the coming
general elections was
announced. '

Begum Zia will wvisit the
district headquarters and also
some thana headquarters for

See Page 12 col 8
K M Obaid joins
BNP today
By Staff Correspondent

KM Obaidur Rahman is ex-
pected to return to the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP}] by merging his
Bangladesh Janata Dal with the
BNP through a special council
ol his Barh in the city today.

chairperson Begum
!{tm]r«da Zia hu been invited to
attend the Janata Dal council,
scheduled to be held at the
Diploma Engineers’ Institution
auditorium at 3 pm, as the
chiel guest.

When asked, BNP secretary
general Abdus Salam Talukdar
told reporters at the party's
Naya Paltan central office yes-
terday evening that KM Obaid
had expressed the o re
turn to the BNP. Other central
leaders of the BNP had also
been invited to attend the
Janata Dal programme, he
iltkh‘!ﬂ

Former secreta
the BNP. KM Oba
was expelled from the
the eve of his
E}inl the Jatiya Party of HM

rshad in late 80s. Later, he
and other expelled BNP lead-
ers formed the Janata Dal.

wral of

S e hman
on
n o



