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(Indian Test ¢aptain)
They (the South Africans)
were the best team on view
here in Sharjah. Both the In-
dian and Pakistani teams can
leam a lot from their dedica-

' S__ampras

MNOKYO, Apr 20
Pete Sampras de-
fended his world
mpmber one ran
king by fending
olf the challenge
Mark Woodlorde of

from
Australia today to reach the

final .of the Japan Open,
reporis AFP

The American, who re
gained the top spot by winnis
at Hong Kong last weekend,
stood firm in his service games
to take a 7-6(7/5). 6-4 victory
over the doubles specialist
Clay court specialist
Thomas Muster of Austria, who
is plaﬂn in Barcelona. would
have ‘had a chance to regain
the number one ranking if
Sampras had lost the semifinal.
"Each time | pla him; he
does give me problems, espe-
cially his change of pace from
his heavy top spin forehand to
hit a very low slice,” Sampras
said of his match against
Woodforde

"He doesn't have a big
weapon, but he does every-
thing really well, he's a crafty.
gooci solid player he doesn't
give you a rhythm out there "

Woodforde won two peints
onn Sampras serve in the ¢cru
cial tie-breaker to lead 5-4, but
the American broke back on
the following two points and
tvok the set with a free pount
on his serve. .

"It was a big moment in the
match.” Sa as: said ol the
tie-breaker. big point was
the first point. He hit a couple
of overheads that he could
have got up an early mini
break, and he did give me a
gift on the set point. He
missed an easy retumn.”

The Australian tenacigusly
staved off five break points
throughout the match, but
Sampras used his hard-hit
lorehand to force woodforde a

backhand error to score the -

only break in the seventh game
and held onto the victory.
Richey Reneberg. who
upsel fellow American Michael
E."Elang in the quarter-finals
Friday made it an all- American
final beuting Hendrik Dreek-
manu of Germany 3-6-6-4. 7-

survives to

1e

6(7/4).

Reneberg. ranked 63rd
against Dreekman's 79th
ranking, squandered one
match

rolnt leading 5-4 and
40-30 in the final set, bhut
broke the German's wserve
twice to get ahead 6-3 In the
crucial tie-breaker before
serving out for the match on
Lthe third match point.

It was sweet revenge for the

American, who bowed to the
German in the 1994 French
Open third round in their first
encounter.

In the women s singles ac-
ton, defending champion Amy
Frazier booked a final pjace
against local favourite Kdmiko
Date for a re-match of last
year's final.

The American, who stopped
Date’s fourth straight Japan ti-
tle last year. squandered two
match points in the second-set
tie-breaker — one on a double
fault — before prevailing over
Japan's Naoko l’ﬂ;lmuia -3. 6-
T6I7/9). 6-1

Sport

Malivai makes

HAMIL r
200 Top-seeded Malivai Wash-
ington reached his first ATP
semi-final of the year when he
beatl gualifier Bill Behrens 6-3
6-4 here Friday in an all-Amer-
mnwogcuwﬁ at the ATP

_ i, reports AFP.

Behrens, rated 707th in the
world, rallied In three qualify-
ing madtches and survived
cramps just o make the main
draw. He then ousted eight-
sccded Scott Draper of Aus
lralia and Swedish Davis Cup
player Jan Apell in his first-
ever ATP Tour triumphs. ;

Washington now faces an-
other newcomer and qualifier

— Mariane Zabaleta. the
world's top-ranked junior
player last year.

Zabaleta of Argentina beat
Germany's Dirk r 7-6 (7/4).
6-2 to reach the semifinal.

Zabaleta, 18 and the

oungest player at the event,
as yet to drop a set in the
305 000-dollar event. which
plays the champion 43 000
J!‘l.
ruguay's Marcelo Filippini
al#o acﬁlanttd to the last I;S::r
when he ousted sixth-seed
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Scene from yesterday's qualifying round

the NSC chess room.

matches of the Dhaka metropolis chess
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league at

Vincent Spadea of the United
States 6-4, 3.6, 6-4. He is now
one match away from an eighth
career final — the first since
last May in Bologna.

tion towards the job at hand.’
While paying tribute to
South Africa after losing in the

Pepsi Cup final.

Bad news for
Pankratov

LOONDON., Apr 20: World

DID U' KNOW?

*  (The Professor does)

HAT because -purismen

have to do a lot of trave-
lling to venues hosting imterna--
tional competitions. particu-
larly after the advent ol
commercial air travel. there
have been major tragedies that
have evoked numbed public

ef.

On February 6, 1958 the
famous Manchester United
football teamr was reurning
home from a European Cup Llie
in Yugoslavia. After a stopover
in Munich their plane tried to
take off in snowy conditions
but plunged into fields sug
rounding the airport, killing
forty four people. including
sevenn of the team. Another
pfayer died shortly after from
injurtes received in the crash.

Nine years earlier. the en-
tire Italian national football
squad plus most of the famous
Torino team died in an air
crach. In 1961, the entire US
ice skating team was killed in
an air crash en route to
: Covalda

Ei 1
: ¥ 5 S o |

Twenty years later, the en-
tire US boxing team died in an
air crash in Warsaw. Teams
travelling together can get en-
grossed in revelry. So. one has
to be extra carelul, always.
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he ity times swum by Euro
pean champion Denis Pankra-
lov cannot be recognised as
records because no doping
controls were carried out, the
International Amateur Swim
ming Federation {FINA) said
on Wednesday. 1eports Reuter
Pankratov eclipsed the
short-course world marks in
the 100 and 200 metres bul
terfly at a World Cup meeting
in Paris, clocking one minute
n2.34 seconds in the 200 on
February 3 and 51.94 seconds
in the 100 the [ollowing day,
But a FINA official. speaking
by telephone from the federa
ltonn's headquarters in Lau
sanne, said the Russian's times
could not be recognised as
world records because no dop
ing controls had been carried
oLl

FINA decided last Novem
ber in a package of anti-doping
measures that doping controls
should be carried out within
24 hours for a world record to
be oflicially recognised.
Pankratov broke the long
course 100 and 200 metres
butterfly records last year and
is strong favourite to win both
evenls at the Atlanta Olympics
in July,

The short-course
terfly world record remains
with Canadas Marcel Gery
(52.07) and the 200 butterfly
with Frenchman Franck
Esposito (1:53.05)
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Wb ld Na ] et Mantipris of the United Stane- stredtches lor
the ball duru_]g his quarterfinal match against ,Frenchman
Guy Forget in the Japan Open in Tokvo on Apnil 19

Sampras won 3-6, 6-3, 6-4

— AFP/UNB photo

E B SAN JUAN, Puer-

L s to Rico, Apr 20: A

bronze medal at

b the 1996 World

I - Gyannastics Cha-

mpionships won'

| &=o0ze Annia Portuondo s

irusiration. Knowing that she

won't be in Atlanta this

summer hurts her too mmuch,
reports AP.

'l won't get another chance
to prove I'm the best. This is
it.” the 17-year-old Portuondo
said looking at the other ﬁ'g.m
‘nasts coming off the floor,

'I'm mnot going to the
Olympics.”
In a way, Portuondo, like

the rest of Cuba's women's
team, feels cheated — like an
innocent victim of her coun-
try's political and economic si-
tuation.

"We didn't have enough
money to send her to the 1995
Worl

Championships. hence,
should couldn't quaﬁfy for the
Olympics,” her coach Rene
Sanson said as he consoled his
student. "We don't have a lot of
money for a lot things s6 when
it came to choose who was pgo-
ing to Fﬂ to Japan, two gym-
nasts from the men's team
went."

Unlike other sports, where

to Atlanta,” Sanson said,
"Forget about Annia. What if a
gviinast was injured? What if
there was any situation that
came up? I don't think the sys-
tem is very fair.”

On Thursday, Portuondo
qualified second for Friday's
vault finals behind reigning
world'champion Simona Ama-
nar, of Romania, Portuondo's
teammate, Yureisis Bermudes
Leyva, finished in eighth place
on Friday.

Portuondo, a silver medalisl
in the balance beam and a
bronze medalist in the vault

Date set for
the next

- TOKYO, Apr 20: Local
favourite Kimiko Date warmed
up for the singles final against
Amy Frazier by beating the
American team to win the
women's doubles title at the
Japan Open tennis tournament
on Saturday. reports AFP.

Date, unseeded with fellow
Japanese Ai Sugiyama, de-
feated the second-seeded
American pair of Frazier and
Kimberly Po 7-6 (8/6). 6-7
(6/8). 6-3. to win the 9.000.
dollar first prize,

Tinge of a Cuban tragedy

and uneven bars at the 1995
Pan American Games. finished
ninth here in the floor exer-
cise.

"We have two world-class
gymnasts here who won't be in
Atlanta. | don't think she has
much else to prove, do you?"
Sanson asked. "Is it fair to tell
them that she can't go just be-
cause we didn't ave any
money to send her? It borders
on the ridiculous because
there's no question about their
talent or ability.”

Even though the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Federation

nolds a wildcard for the
Olympic meet. the Cuban
Olympic Committee didn't

make arrangements for nei-
ther Portuonde nor Bermudes
to be eligible

“In order for FIG to even
consider giving them a wild-
card, the Cuban Olympic
Committee had to apply for it
through the 10C. They never
did that.” said FIG secretary-
enieral Morman Bueche. "And
or gymnastics, the application
process is over. It is too late.”

In a country where sports is
a priority, nastics in gen-
eral — let alone women's
nastics — has had to take a
back seat to baseball, volleyball
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time he likes,
condition, of course, that he's
free. But | doubt if Bayern are
'p:;_tparﬂd to grant us such a
gt

Gays gear up
ATLANTA. Apr 20: The
Olyfupic torch relay will bypass

a suburban county that adn]:ltd
an anti-gay resolution three

years ago. orgamnisers an

nounced Friday, reports AP
Gay rights activists had
threatened demonstrations if

(abb County was included in
the torch relay., which begins
in Los Angeles on April 27 and
concludes In Atlanta on July
19

"It is our goal to make the
torch relay an exdtting and
memorable experience We
want to focus on 1Khe excite
ment of the event and not he
distracted by other issues. "
the Atlanta Commitiee for the

Olympic Games sald in a
statement
In 1994, ACOG pulled

Olympic volleyball competition
out al Cobb County because of a
furor over the resolution.

Cobb commmissioners have
refused to rescind the 1993
resolution which says
“lifestyles advocated by the
communiy
with the standards to which
this community subscribes.”

Bill Bymme. chairman of the
country commission, did not
immediately return a tele-
Ehﬂnr call seeking comment
nday

John-lvan Weaver, co-
chairman of the activist group
Olympic Out of Cobb, said, "We
have worked hard to make
sure th?r uphold the Olympic

ob

ideals County is not a
place that deserves the
Olympics.”

Most of the torch's route

has been announced over the
ast few months* but the final
eg m metropolitan Atlanta was

not mapped out in Friday's an

nouancement.

Papin fails to
return home

PARIS, Apr 20: Bayernr Mu-

nich's unhappy French striker
Jean-Pierre B ?ﬂ
have failed on Friday in his at-
tempt to negotiate a return to
France via the media, reports
" Reuter.

apin seemed

The French sports daily

I'Equipe published an inter-
view on Thursday with the
former European player-of-
the-year in which he said he
hoped to come back to France
to play for Montpellier next
S€ASO0I.

But Montpellier president

Louis Nicollin said he thought
any such deal highly unlikely.

"Papin can come here any-
he said. “"On

"Maybe if he scores a hat-

trick in the UEFA Cup final.
they will let him go as a re-

are in-:“umpﬂtﬁ?z-'

SAN JUAN. Pue-
rto Rico. Apr 20:
Experience tur-
ned out to be an

/ intangible Friday
- night as three

L =

delending
revalidated their respective ti-
tles at the 1996 World Gym-
nastics Chdmpionships, re-
ports AP,

Belarus' Vitaly Scherbo, a
live-time Olympic gold medal-
ist in 1992, cruised through
the first of his four finals here
to win gold in the foor exer
cise while Yourl Chechi, of
italy, the defending ri tithist,
ratled his routine at the start
of the rotation and ne one
could keep up to earn his third
consecutive rings gold.

in the pommel horse, how
ever. It was North Korea's Gil
Su Pae who prevalled over de-
fending champion Donghua L4,
of Switzerland. Gil. competing
in his first Worlds, won the
gold while LI had to settle for
silver as only 013 separated
the top two s

For the women, uneven bars
delending champion Svetlana
Chorkina, of Russia, repeated,
but this time she had to share
the podium with Belarus' Ye-
lena Piskun, who put together

nhnmplnni-

a routine that included a dou-
ble full-in. back-out dismount
to finish in a tie at 9.787

Romania’'s Simona Amanar
yielded her top spot in the
vawlt to teammate Gina
Gof]eln. who did not yield an
inch in her landing a two and
half twist layout on her second
vault. Amanar ended up with
the silver while Cuba's Annia
Portuondo won the first ever
medal by a Latin American
gymnast at a World Champi
onship

it was a sour night for the
LS team as all three of its fi
nalists had mishaps on their
respective routines to finish
away from the lop spols,

Chris LaMorte, a former
NCAA rings champion from the
University of New Mexico, had
a difficult time keeping the
rings close to his body and
nissed two uprises to finish in
=eventh place

1 can’t say I'm disap-
pointed.” LaMorte, competing
in his first Warlds. said. "] ac-
complished my goal. which
was to reach the final and |
was just one tenth (of a point)
from second place and | didn't
stick my dismount.”

in the uneven
minique Dawes,

bars, Do-
from Silver

Delightful day for oldies

Springs. Md.. missed her sig-
nature twisting release move
for the second consecutive
night and her arms gave out on
an uprise to finish in a
Suintin 11th place with a
ismal 8 787 Jaycie
Phelps. of {}rmwrﬂf!ﬁ!-
ished in eighth .

1 came here to build a
reputation for as a con-
sistent gymnast, " Fh!?l the
veteran of the young US team
with three Worlds under her
belt . said

For Scherbo. who spent the
winter out of the gy and in a
hospital room caring for his
wife afier she had a near-fatal
car accident. Friday marked a
major hli_;g forward for the
reigning Olympie all-around
champion.

Scherbo didn't return to
full-time gymnastics until late
February "and considering |
only had a few weeks to get
ready. | feel pretty good about
this results. "Scﬁerhn added
while sipping a beer with a
smile

Scherbo, the defending
world champion in the foor
exercise and parallel bars, will
round out his 1996 Worlds
performance in Saturday's
vault, parallel bars and high
linals.

Aussie Olympic tf_i_als begin today

Talbot sets his goals

Ay SYDNEY, Apr 20
The Australian
swimming trials
for the Atlanta
Olympics get un-

derway here Su-

| nday with national head coach

Don Talbot declaring “There's

| nothing frightening to us,”

report agencies.

Keen attention will be fo-
cused on the times recorded
by the leading Australians over
the next seven days in the pool
that will host the aquatic com-
petition at the 2 Sydney
Olympics.

Talbot already has the bene-
fit of the recent American and
Chinese selection trials to
guide him on the relative
strength of his team going into
the final months’ of prepara-
tion for Atlanta. |

Australia, a swimming
power in the 1950-60s, have
made giant sirides in recent
years since Kieren Perkins'

1:500 metre freestyle pgold
medal at the 1992 Bercelona
Olympics.

Talbot’'s team swept
through the 1994 Victoria

Commonwealth Games captur-
":f 53 medals — 25 of them
d — and followed up weeks

Fﬂ.tﬂl‘ with four golds at the

—.—l—_

Chanij ionships in Atlanta last
Aupust—Australian swimmers
cliumed 13 golds, just two
short of the United States.

Talbot. who has coached
with great success in Australia.
the United States and Canada,
is looking forward to a bouyant
series this week.

"The next seven days are
going to show us that we are
g}ning to be very competitive at
the very worst, and may be su-
perior in other things,” he
said today.

Referring to the American
trials in Indianapolis last
March and the Chinese cham-
pionships in Tianjin Ilast
month, Talbot said. “I don't
think there's anything fright-
ening that's happened at all.
and that includes the Chinese
girls as well.

"l feel they (China) are
ahead of us in some events
where we probably can't -get

o, but as a whole I don't think

there isn't anything that we
just about cannot do and it de-
pends on how everybody is.”
"l believe we're in a very
%Dud position for the Atlanta
lympics.” he said.
World record holder
Perkins will be involved in a

harping about it
Lo lorget about it,” the former

Olymipics were disrupted a

positive drug test, said nnb¥‘ri-

day she had put the contro-
versy behind her.

"A lot of p-enﬁ:)l‘:]: have beeén

t I just want

100 metres breaststroke world
record holder told reporters.

FINA's decision drew
scathing criticism from China
which has had 19 swimmers
banned for doping violations in
the last four years.

The 23-year-old Riley, who
was clearly nervous at a news
conference, said she was now
concentrating on qualifying for
Atlanta at the week-long trials.

Riley. the reigning 100
metres and 200 meires world
champion, must beat strong
local competition to qualify for
the Games.

Riley's main opponents in
the 100 metres on Monday
will be former world ch ion
Linley Frame and Helen Den-
INaj. '

It the 200 metres breast-
siroke on Wednesday. she js
expected to be challenged by
world record holder Rebecca
Browrl. Denman and newcom-
ers Nadine Neumann, Brooke

Phone: (ifany) .. . . : ; Debbly Wade.
| [ y) gualif}fﬁng for the Olympics is Date whose fourth straight and boxing. ward for En&d and loyal service Riine Werid Chatiolinchins o Lh‘;'? WEFU?ET f‘;‘;_.a"i';"’ﬂ lriﬂ?m Hanson and W
oue in several events, the In-  Japan Open singles litle was The Cuban Ministry of | but. frankly, | wouldn't expect | S0 00 * ¢ bl pb b pki' 5 i f]ﬂ“ ¥ EWASLEALLAEL . EUSLCE The 1 ¢ fiish ;
ternational Gymnastics Fed- topped by Frazier in last Sports has slashed its operat- | it.” 20Um doun.e by Perkins - on the final night next Satur- Sr. Wi TAsnere. i
- slopp y br as po 2 pe ' and Samantha Riley's breast- day against Daniel Kowalski ¢€ach race will qualify for At-

eration designated the 1995
World Championships in
Sabae, Japan as its one and
only Olympic qualifier.

“It.s that simple. If you
weren't there you aren't going

Bayern recently took out an
option to keep the striker for
one more season though there
have been rumours they would
be prepared to let him go if
. they received a suitable offer.

ing budget each year Since that
country hosted the 1991 Pan

Earlier in the day, Frazier American Games, Jose Fer- -
defeated Japan's Naoko Ki- nandez, Cuba's Minister of
jimuta 6-3, 6-7 (7/9). 6-1 in Sports, said in a recent visit to
Lthe semifinals. Puerto Rico.

year's final, now looks forward
to avenging the loss Sunday.

Zolkin Bowe’s
next foe

NEW ORLEANS, Louisiana,
Apr 20: Riddick Bowe has
come here to begin prepara-

lanta. with the added rider
that they must clock times
that would put them among
the eight fastest swimmers in
the world this year.

artd Glenn Housman.
Meanwhile, Australia’'s
world breaststroke champion
Samantha Riley, whose prepa-
rations for this year's Atlanta

stroke double.
A clear indicator that Aus-
tralia was fast overhauling

number one United States
came during the Pan Pacific

tions for a fight within the CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer
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April 19. Chechi won the event with a séore of 9.825.

— AFP/UNB photo



