3 killed 1n
Jhenidah

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, Apr 20: Three
rsons including a boy were
lled in separate incidemts in

Jhenaidah.

Nazrul Islam. 25. of villag:
Mingram in Saiulkupa thana
was chopped to death Friday
morning. '

Police sources said, a group
of men numbering 14 to 15 at-
tacked Nazrul at his house and
hit with sharp weapons at
about 7 am today. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries on the
way to hospital at about 9 am.

According lto another re-
porié.d Jhenaidahl ﬂ“[‘f :15
rested a euli, -
from vlllw:n%fli]rna in Sadar
thana on Wednesday last on
charge of killing Wares Ali, 55.
of the same village.

Police referring her confes-
sional statement said that she

chopped Wares Ali as she was
forcibly raﬁ)d by him in her
house at about 11 am on the
same day.

Another report says, a 11-
ear-old boy was killed when
e was crushed under the

wheels of a speeding bus of
Sohan Paribahan. near Sheikh-
para bazar in Sailakupa thana of
the district Thursday at about

9 am.
Local people seized the bus
while the driver and helper

managed to flee.

Separate cases were lodged
with respective thanas and the
bodies were sent to morgue for

aulopsy.

4 firearms
recovered, 317

arrested 1in Comilla

COMILLA, Apr 20: Police,
the first 15 days hunt
for illegal arms, recovered four
firearms, four bullets and some
bombs from 12 thanas of the
district, reports UNB.
They also arrested 317
ple from different parts of
the district during the drive
that began from April 1 to
ensure and fair elections. *

Duri;g the period. police
recover one revolver . and

three pipeguns, 5616 Indian
made chocolate bombs., two
cocktails and rifle and revolver
bullets.

Of the arrested, 161 people
were rounded up under GR
cases and 161 under CR cases,
six convicted and 72 on other
cases till April 15.

Besides, police also recov-
ered 46 bottles of phensidyl.
wine and 400 gram ganja dur-
ing the period.

Meanwhile, police, acting
on a tip-off, seized a pistol and
three pipeguns from a pond at
Burirchang thana Ananda Pilot
High School on Tuesday.

SSC examinee

drowns in
Patuakahli

PATUAKHALI. Apr 20: An
SSC examinee drowned In a

ﬁt:.nd at village Rahmatpur in
lapara thana in the district
last week, s UNB.

The victim Mumu, 16

hailed from Dhulswar Shaila
para in the thana, was staying
at Rahmatpur to appear at the
ongoing ° examinations.

The girl who did not know
to swim. went to the

pond to wash her hands
ace. Her body was found
floating one hour after her dis-

from the hous~.

how
nea
and

Anothé#r report says A
housewife al comumitted
suicide at age Andua in

M thana recently.

%m, Amlnluge um,
28. mother of two children,
hanged hersell from a tree
near her house.

F feud was the reason
behind suicide

Police arrested five people
including her husband.

4 criminals
arrested
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of Nationhal Immumization Day on April 16. 2

SYLHET: Rotary Club of Syiliet Surma brought out a procession in the town on the occasion

— Star photo

Drought affects aus, jute
cultivation in Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA. Apr 20: Drought,
scorching heat, fertilizer cri-
sis. inoperative irrigation
Eumps and set-back of Ganges

obodak Project (GKP) are
severely affecting the cultiva-
tion of aus and jute in four
thanas including Sripur, Sha-
likha, Muhmmadpur and
Magura sadar of Magura djs-
trict.

According to the reports,
aus and jute cultivation in
Magura district has been ad-
'versely affected due to the
draught situation during the
last one and half months.

Agriculture Extension De-
partment has taken up a pro-
gramme to cultivate aus
including high yielding
varieties (HYV) in 1,80,000
hectares of land in 10
southwestern districts
including Magura during the

| current season. Aus sowing

season has already been
started from March and will
continue till end of ril. But
due to no rainfalls since
March, cracks have developed
in most of the agricultural

lands.
Some farmers told this cor-
respondent they are not

preparing soil for aus and jute
cultivation as the soil is not fit
for lmlgll‘lling due to lack of
rainfall. ey also said the
roduction of aus paddy may
all short of target.

According to the official
sources, 45 per cent agricul-
tural lands in Magura district
are under Ganges HKobodak
Project (GKP). ut, due 16
some set-backs of GKP. most
of aus and jute cultivators in
the district including Sripur
and Magura sadar thana have to
depend on rain water.

According to another re-
port. a large number of shal-
low and deep tubewells in Sha-
likha, Muhmmadpur and
Magura sadar thanas has be-
come finoperative due to
drought and fall in ground wa-
ter level.

The target of jute cultiva-
tion programme in the district
is also likely to suffer a set-
back this season.

'Water scarcity in J essore

From Our Corres<pondent

JESSORE, Apr 20 : Water
crisis is becoming more acute
in local town causing greater
sufferings to its people. Drastic
fall in underground water level
has created this situation,
sources said .

According to reports, wa-
ter-supply position Egs largely
been r>duced — at present 13
ladth gaflons per day.

Also, the sup capacity of
PHED is 20 I‘;IZh E:IID::H.
whicl is two-thirds of total re-
guire nent for the entire popu-
lation. “Total requirement is
thirty lakh gallons for the two
lakh lation.

Failure to lift water both by
water-supply machines and
hand tube-wells has deepened
crisis.

Reports say that under
ound water level has gone
d 26 feet. As such most

lls have become In in-
ative. Previously water was
available below 5 to 6 fleet
ground level and its supply was
abundant. Besides, all dverhead

Housewife beaten
to death

for dowry

JHENIDAH, Apr 20 A young
housewile was t:ﬂltﬂ to death
allegedly by her hushand at vil-
lage Munuria in Sadar thana on

, reports UNB

Police and villagers said
Sabita Rani, 21, daughter of
Kalipada of village Narayanpur
was married with onojit
Biswas five years back.

The of Sabita ear-
lier cash Tk 16,000, a bi

cle and a two-in-one to

as . But he used
te torture Sabita for more

On the fateful day, he beat
her up for a television set. Po-
lice later recovered the body
hapging from a branch of =
tree near his house and sent it
to sadar hospital morgue for

A case was [illed with the
pelice and Monwojit remained

absconding since the murder.

tu

tanks and pump machines,
installed at different places.
not working properly. Fall of
water level couple of load-
shedding since last few
months has allected the situa-
tion

The source said that a total
of six overhead tanks and 34
pump houses were set UP in
densely populated areas of the
town to ensure water supply.
But, all these machines have
failed to supply water due to
fall in ground-water level.

The source predicts that
the water supply may further
be reduced to B lakh tons
shortly if the drought situat-
confinues i

BARD training
course begins

COMILLA. Apr 20: A 10-day
training course on " Socio
economic Research Methodol
ogy" began at Bangladesh
Academy lor Rural Develop-
ment ll‘li.RD} here on Monday.
reports UNB

Government and non-gov
ernment officials are taking
art in the workshop almed al
mproving skill on socio eco
nomic research works

Bard Director General
Muhammad Abdul Kuddus in-
augurted the workshop being
conducted by Joint Director
Muhammad Kamaluddin
Ahmed and Assistant Director
Abul Kalam Azad

3 arrested
in Jhalakathi

JHALAKATHI Apr 20 Po

lice on Wednesday arrested

three people including an al
leged member of outlawed

Sarbahara Party from Piplita

<bazar at Sadar thana. reports

UNB.

The Sarbahara member Raju
Howladar., 24, hailed Irom
Sonardanga in Khulna districi
was held with a toy mstol and
two home-made bombs.

The nther arrested are Za
hirul Islam Badal
P.adash Panvee 1R

3

-

Sub-standard note
books being
sold 1in Kushtia

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA Apr 20: A section
of unscrupulous traders are
publishing and selling sub-
standard note books here de-
spite government ban.

According to informed
sources, a section of traders
are doing brisk business at
different markets, where note
books are being sold at high
prices. ’

(zovernment has prohibited
publication of note books up to
class seven a few years ago.

Teachers and guardians al-
leged that these note books
with numerous errors and
distorted facts are being sold
to the students. -

Local people said due to
lack of proper attention of the
leachers in the classrooms and
standard note books, the
guardians are forced to appoint
private tutor$ for their chil-
dren while the poor students
are compelled to depend on
sub-standard note books.

Meanwhile, ardians and
the local educationists have
urged the concerned authority
to take steps against publica-
tion of such note books.

Sramilk Dal worket
killed in Feni

FENI. Apr 20: A Sramik Dal
worker who was wounded se-
riously by armed miscreants at
Fazilerghat in Daganbhuiyan
thana on Tuesday died on the
following day, reports UNB.

Mohammad Selim, 25, was
seriously hurt when the armed
mjscreants attacked him at a

4 Trestaurant.
He was admitied to Maijdee |

Hospital but dj
Wednesday while he was being
shifted to Dhaka for treatment.

Meanwhile. angry local
Sramik Dal warkers put barri-
cade on Feni-Maljdee road fo
five hours from 9 am protest
ing the killing on Thursday.

BNF. JCD and Sramik D: |
also held a protest meeting a
a local school premises blam
ing Awami League for th:
kKilling. They also demande |
imunediate arrest and punisl
ment ol the killers

PDSA executives

From Our Correspondent

PABNA. Apr 20: The annual
general elections to the Execu
tive Commitiee of Pabna Dis
trict Sports Association [PDSA)

was held on Friday in the PDSA
auditorium here

Nearly 100 votlers partici
pated in the clections

The following candidates
were declared elected by
Election Commissioner
Ehsanul Kabir, NDC, Pabna,
who conducted the elections.

Vice-Presidents — Wariud-
din Khan and Anjan Chowd-
hury Pintu, General Secretary

Firoze Md Shamsul Arefin

at 11 pm on

Joint Secretaries — Shahidul
Haque Manik and Abu Ishque
Shamim. Treasure — Ahsan
Habib Mithu, Members — Ra-
biul Islam Rabi, Alhaj M A
Muhit Habibur Rahman,

Rezaul Hossain Badsha M
Mustakin Sabuj. Akram Hos-
sain Minoo, osaddique Alij
Khan, Rezaul Karum Rajan,
Shalfi al Fattah, Ahsan Jan
Choudhury. Istiaque Ahmed
Mukul. Abdul Mannan, Umme

26, and I JBr:l'm Huraiyah and Hosne Ara
tumn.

R

CER working on environment in Barind region

From Tareq Chowdhury

RAJSHAHI. Apr 20 : Centre
for Envirenmental Research
ICER) of i University.
an interdisciplinary research
center for study of physio-bi-
otic and socio-etonomic
aspecis of environment. has
been an important role
in the of research in
northern part

national and persons
in the . The CER is run by
high level mosily

University teachers and re-
searcher with re-

search /academic experience
in thé western universities.
The CER. a non profidng.
multi-disciplinary academic
concern to deal with the con-
temporary issues of environ-
ment and sustainable devel-
opment started its activities in
1990 with the approval of Ra

jshahi Universit
jectives of the

centre are to provide research
faciHlities at aduate levels,
undertake research projects
aimed at scientific contribu-
tion. create data base and de-

velop appropriate scientific
met les Lo address the
relevant issues. offer short-
term in-service (raining pro-
vide consultancy services or-
ganise seminar ]
conferences

- better understanding n, the

problems Indhgrcaung aware-
ness among the common -
ple. undertake cullaburaFtT:::
programme with concerned
national and international or-
ganizations/institutions /cen-

tres‘and to publish journais,
monographs and occasional

papers etc.

The CER started its activi-
ties in the Barind area around
Rajshahi. Chapai Nawabganj
and Naogaon disiricts for col-
lection of environmental re-
lated data and information
which is still going on. The
mentionable activities of the
CER are ODA (Overseas Devel-
opment Administration)-Bri-
tish Council funded link pro-
’F{‘t with New castle Upon

yne Umniversity to conduct re
search on envireonmental
tdegradation of the Barind
Tract.

Under this project. six
British scientists have visited

the project area and five
Eahﬁ-‘?dtﬂh] scientists visited
the UK within the period of
last three years (1993-]995)

Another project is UK-ODA
natural Resources Programme
under Land water Interface
through BAFRU (Bangladesh
Aquaculture and Fisheries Re-
scarch Unit) for two months'
duration. One of the on-going
Fruj:ct of CER is environment
riendly cropping system with
drought (olerant varieties ol
wheat and barley lor the
Barind hOn .

The CER also working on
“Linkage between environment
and v" with special em-
phasis on seasonal fluctuation

of ultural production.
The

CER's current pro-
mme also includes land
adation and management

of sustainable agriculture in
Barind region. Land cover /use
changes and erosion of bio-di-
versity in the north-western
region. the conservation ol
medicinal plants. state of envi
ronment of Rajshahi city etc,
Besides independent and col-
laborative projects on national
issues, the eentre is actively
associated with other intérna
tional programmes The CER

also organises seminar and
group meetings with local
[armers for creating awareness
about environment protection,
conservation of natural re-
sources and management for
sustainable livelihood in the

villages of the ;
A five mc::ggn executive -

board headed by a Director co-
ordinates the activities of the
CER. Professor M Igbal Zuberi,
ex-chairman of RU Botany De-
partment and an environmen-
talist. has been running the
CER since its inception.

Talking to The Daily Star
correspondent. Professor Zu-
beri expressed his regrets on
fund sho . Space con-
straint as well as undue inter-
ference from various corners

in realizing various objectives
of the CER. The Director of the
CER that the long term

r:;nl;nl’ - CER. l:lit: tnﬁﬂ.;I:— |

i multi-disciplinary. -

qua aqu&ppecrlnd nterna- l
ogn

tionally recognized organiza-
tion utilizdng exist resource
persons of the university to
carry out Environmental Im-
pact Assessment and natural
resource management in the
region

National
| Load-shedding in N dists

causing huge losses

‘From Our Correspondent

Rangpur, .‘(Lipr 20: The con-
tinuous loadshedding had
shattered the economic pros-
perity. across the 16 northern

districts under Rajshahi divi-

sion.

. According to the reports,
the electricity supply goes off
for hours together almost
regularly: causing a great
sufferings to the lakhs of
consumers in the region.

Particularly during the peak
hours of shoppings, just after
sun-set the electricity supply
goes off to the utter inconve-
niences of both traders and
the buyers. The domestic con-
sumers and the students had
been similarly experiencing
immense difficulties due to
load-shedding.

The demand of electricity
supply in these northern dis-
tricts were around 135
megawatt, but at present only
about 50 per cent of the total
requirements of energy supply
could be met.

At least 14 thousand deep
and five thousand shallow
tubewells remain idle for

about 12 to 15 hours in a day
due to in adequate electricity

EuEH‘ly. ,

e target of irri-boro farm-
ing in the region was 21 lakh
acres, but ultimately it was ex-
ceeded by about four lakh
acres bringing around 25 lakh
acres of land under its cultiva-
tion.

But due to loadshedding,
the electrical pumps were not
functioning well. Onr the other
hand, the diesel pumps had
been facing same fate due to
high prices and scarcity of fuel.

There were many areas
where the people had dug well
for irrigations in their crop
field. but it hardly covered one
per cent area, it was gathered.
. The continuous load-shed-
ding has almost paralysed the
economic prosperity of the
region.

The industrial production
was drastically reduced and
the flow of the trade and
commerce hampered resulting
in unemployment. This has
caused a serious impact on the
economic prosperity.
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JHENIDAH. An artiste performng dance it a function
held at Sailkupa Shilpakala Academy recently. — Star photo
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Number of child workers
rises in Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI. Apr 20 = The
number of child workers are
rising here alarmingly. a trend

attributable to worsening
poverty in the district.

An investigation by News*
Network's local correspondent
reveals that an estimated
1.500 under-aged labourers
are working in shops. motor
workshops, restaurants, brick
fields. bus and launch termi-
nals, and in construction sites

in the district headquarter
alone

But these children, be-
tween 6 to 12, were hardly

seen al work
months back.
They are mostly from poor
farming families. Many are
school drop-ouls \
Teachers in schools at vil-
lages around the town admit.
ted that the rate of dropout
was on Increase despile Lhe
lucrative "Food for Education”
pru&rammc.
{f the 13 lakh lation in

the district, 20 per cent are

places barely six

and 67

¢ligible lor going to primary
school. But, according to a
LUNICEF report, only b4 per
cent of the children of school
going age are attending classes
in Patuakhali.

An olligial at the local edu-
cation department expressed
scepticism whether the gov-
ernment's target of "education
«for all” by they year 2000 could
at all be attained in Patuakhali.
The programme target 100
per cent enrollment of the
children aged between 6 to 10
and retain at least 80 per cent
in classes by the year 2000.
But to-date, schools are show-
ing B0 per cent enrollment
per cent altendance
and that too only on papers.

It was found that a child
worker is being paid three
limes less than #n.: normal
wage. Abuses of under-aged
workers are rampant and
these hapless poor children
are having diseasés as a result
of overwork

1727 tons wheat
for development
projects in Barguna

BARGUNA Apr 20:. A total
ol 1,727 metric tons wheat
were sanctioned under Test
Relief [TR) and Food for Works
(FW) programmes (o imple-
ment 76 development
schemes in the district's Ave
thanas and two pourashava ar-
cas during the current fiscal

years, reporis UNB.

According to District Relief
and Rehabilitation officials, the
schemes include construction
and repair of kutcha roads,
culverts, digging of canals and
earth filling of playgrounds of
different schools and madra-
shas as well as social or-
ganisations.

Some 297 metric tons of

‘wheat were sanctioned under

the TR programme. Area-wise
breakup of the sanctioned
whealt and schemes are: 69
metric tons of :{h;;l for the
implementation schemes
in Sadar, 79 tons for 42
schemes in Betagi, 39 tons for
22 schemes in Bamna, 52 tons
for 27 schemes in Patharghata,
five tons for two schemes in
Barguna pourashava and three
meiric tons of wheat for two

schemes in Patharghata
pourashava.
Under a special TR pro-

mme, a total of 115 metric

of wheat were sanctioned

Of them, 41 tons were sanc-

tioned for 26 schemes 1in

Sadar, 23 tons for seven

schemes in Betagl and 5] tons

for 28 schemes Iin Amtall
thanas

Body recovered
in Rajshahi

RAJSHAH! Apr 20. Police
recovered the y of a young
man from near Nouhata Col-
lege in Paba thana early Friday,
reports UNB.

The body of Enamul [slam
Mithu, 25 with bullet injury
on his chest, was found in
front of the residence of his
maternal uncle Masum All
Khan. Police said they were
informed about the body by
Masurn

Mithu, a resident of Dewi
Singh Para in the cit WAS a

supporter of the BNP-backed
Jatiyatabdi Chhatra Dal.

561 firearms
recovered
in Khulna

KHULNA. Apr 20 Some
561 fire arms and 175 sharp
weapons including ramdao and
chinese axe were recovered
from 10 districts in the last
three months, reports UNB.

According to police. the
arms including rifle, pistol, ri-
volver and shutter gun and the
sha ns were seized in
Khulna, Bagerhat, Satkhira, Je-
ssore, .Jhenidah. Magura,
Narail, Kushtia, Chuadanga and
Meherpur districts.

Police also sald during the
period 1183 ammunitions and
445 explosives were seized
and 4 845 people were ar-
rested.

In the last fortnight some
47 firearms. 104 ammunitions,
71 explosives were sciped and
806 people were arrested

Revised Re-Notice

'Re-Extension of date for recéiving—
- applications for National Export
Trophy (1994-95)

Notice mviting applications from the exporters for
National Export Trophy for 1994-95 was published in
The Damnik Bangla, The Dainik Inqilab and The Daily
Star on 6 February, 1996 and in The Financial Express
on February §, 1996. Last date of receiving applications
was 29-2-96. To facilitate large number of exporters to
apply., the time for receiving applications was extended
up to 28-3-96 through publishing the revised notice in
The Daily Ingilab and The B#ngladesh Times on 21-3-96.
But due to political situatjon prevailing during the month

| of March, 1996 in the country. sufficient number of
applications were not received. To facilitate large number
of exporters to apply for the Trophy, the time for
receiving applications 1s hereby extended up to 30-4-96.
This 1s the final extension of time and all interested
exporters are requested to apply within the above time.

2. All terms and condntions set forth in the earlier
notice will remain unchanged.

3. Applications n prescribed proforma duly filled in
must reach the undersigned within the specified time.
The prescribed proforma may be collected from all
offices of Export Promotion Bureau as well as offices of
the Federation of Bangladesh Chamber of Commerce &
Industry, Bangladesh Chamber of Industry.
Metropolitan Chamber of Commesce & Industry, Dhaka
& Exporters’ Associations of Bangladesh and all
Divisional Chambers of Commerce & Industry.

4. For detailed information, if necessary, Export
Promotion Bureau may please be contacted.

M. A. Rahim Khan
Diﬂ:clur

‘DFP-8227-16/4
G-506

el

Name of work: 1) Construction of bﬂum‘:lary wall on
Power Development Board's qwn land at Gopalgan)
town. 2) Construction of 2x74 square metre residential
building an Power Development Board's own land at
Gopalgan) town. 3) Construction of 2x46 square metre
residential building on Power Development Board's own
land at Shariatpur town. 4) Construction of 30 square
metre complaint centre at Shariatpur electric supply. §)
Construction of internal road at Narail Electric Supply.
6) Carrying of goods under 16-Town Jessore Office.
Ehlgibility of contractor: Power Development Board
enlisted A, B. C&D class Civil & Electncal contractors
having valid hicence renewed up to 30 June 1995-96.
Estimated cost: 1) Taka 1,70,720/- (one lakh seventy
thousand seven hundred twenty) only, 2) Taka
16.61,973/- (sixteen lakh sixtyone thousand nine
hundred seventy three) only. 3) Taka 11,65,081/=
(Eleven lakh sixty-five thousand eighty one) only, 4)
Taka 2.31.595/- (two lakh thirty-one thousand five
hundred ninety-five) only, 5) Taka 7,58,435/95 (seven
lakh fiftyeight thousand four hundred thirtyfive &
ninety-five paisa) only, 6) Taka 4.43,250/- (four lakh
forty-three thousand two hundred fifty) only. Price of
iender: 1) Tk 200/- (two hundred) only, 2) Tk 1000/-
(one thousand) only, 3) Tk 1000/~ (one thousand) only,
4) Tk 250/- (two hundred fifty) only, 5) Tk 500/- (five
hundred) only, 6) Tk 300/- (three hundred) only, (non-
refundable) through Bank Draft/Pay Order in favour of
Deputy Director (Accounts), Zonal Accounts Office,
PDB. Jessore. Place & date of tender availability: From
Chief Engineer, Distribution, Western Zone, PDB,
Khulna/Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle, PDB,
Faridpur/Superintending Engineer, O&M Circle, PDB,
Jessore/Janata Bank, Chanchra Branch; Jessore up to
07-05-96. Date of receiving & opening : 08-05-96 up to
12-00 Noon & on the same day at 12-30 PM. All other
rules & regulations of the tender must be properly
complied with.

16-Town Electricity Distribution
Project Division-1
PDB, Jessore

Biddut/Jana-1346(7) 95-06
DFP-8101-154 -
G-505




