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Russian President Boris Yeltsin (L) and his US coun-
rpart Bill Clinton (R) embrace during a reception at the
mlin on Friday. Leaders of the Group of Seven most in-
dustrialised nations (G7) and Russia are gathering in
Mascow for a two-day summit on nuclear safety and

security. — AFP/UNB Photo

Pavel Grachev ready to resign

L]
-
Russia's Hawkish defence Minister Pavel Grachevitold
Earliamu Friday he was ready to step down if deputies
lamed him for the loss of at least 53 servicemen n an
ambush by Chechen rebels, Reuter rts from Moscow.
| am ready to resign if deputies consider that | am to
blame for what has happened, Grachev told the State Duma
lower house of parliament. But the chamber did not take any
decision on his remark, according to the constitution, only
Presideént Boris Yeltsin can appoint or sack the Defence

Colbmbian drug lord held: -

arrested a Colombian who heads the Cali drug cartel's Panama
operation. dealing a major blow to the organisation's
trafficking network, authorities said, AP reports from Panama

Jose Castrillon Henao was arrested along with two
Panamanians. Rosendo Miranda, Panama’'s top drug prosecu-
tor, said Friday. It was not immediately known if authorities
would seek to extradite the suspect Castrillon Henao to the
United States, where he is under indictment, or to Colombia.

Thunderstorms kill 6 in China:

Thunderstorms and hailstones the size of chicken eggs killed
six people and seriously injured 164 in South China, a Hong
Kong newspaper reported yesterday, Reuter reports from
Hu:_}%ﬁnng_

e storm, which hit China's southern Maoming city in
Guangdeng province on Friday morning, left five ple miss-
ing and destroyed homes and plantations, the Eﬁgl Pao re-

rted. The paper quoted witnesses as saying the huge hail-
stones destroyed some houses in farming villages.

IRA responsible for London blast:

The Irish Republican Army has claimed responsibility for a
bomb explosion in London on Wednesday night, the Irish
national radio station RTE reported late Friday. AP says from
London. ¢

RTE said the claim was made in a telephone call to the
station in Dublin. The*bomb exploded in an uninhabited house
in a posh west London neighbourhood, The Boltons, and
caused no injuries. .

Blast kills 2 in Russia: rwo peopie were

killed, one wounded and two more were missing after an
underground oil storage tank exploded in central Russia,
ITAR-Tass news agency said Saturday. Reuter reports from
Moscow.

Tass said the incident took place on Friday at the Ryazan
oil refinery some 200 km (120 miles) to the south of Moscow.
The capacity of the storage was 10.000 cubic metres. Tass
said. It did not say what caused the blast.

300 Vietnamese return home: v

than 300 Vietnamese refugees taken from Malaysian cam
and shipped home arrived at a southern port city early
Saturday after a 30-hour sea voyage, AP reports from Hanoi.

The 317 refugees, the largest group of Vietnamese "boat
people” ever repatriated. were moored offshore at Vung Tau
_while Vietnamesde authorities arranged their immigration pa-
pers. a Malaysian diplomat said.

Asahara tO gﬂ on tria.l: First he will have

to listen to the "Thames prosecutors plan an
uncharacteristically dramatic gesture when doomsday cult
leader Shoko Asahara. finally goes on trial Wednesday for
murder in Jast year's nerve-gas attack on the Tokyo subways,
AP reports from Tokyo.

Even before the 41-year-old guru is asked to make his
plea, his accusers will recite a grim litany: a list of about
3,300 people who were sickened or killed in the attack.

US refuses to condemn Israeli attacks

Hezbollah fires salvoes
of rockets on N Israel

JERUSALEM Apr 20: Pro-
[ranian  Hezbollah guerillas
fired salvoes of Katyusha rock-
ets on northern Israel today.
residents and Israeli security
sources said. reports Reuter.

Israeli security sources con-
firmed an Israel radio report
that there had been a barrage
on the western Galilee. The
radio said the rockets caused
no damaged or casualties.

It said Israel's air force was
‘continuing to operate" over
Lebanon on tenth day of the
Jewish state's blitz against the
guerillas. .

Residents in the Galilee
Panhandle said shortly after
that rockets began falling in
their area. They said Israell ar
tillery could be heard firing
into Lebanon. There were no
Initial reports of casualties or
damage in the Galilee
Panhandle.

In Seuth Lebanon,
nesses said Israelj

wit-
planes

launched raids near villages
southeast of the southern port
of Tyre.

AFP ads: The United States
relused Friday to condemn
Israel for its deadly attack on
refugees in South Lebanon say-
ing it would not help restore a
ceasefire between lsrael and
Hezbollah guerillas. .

State Department spokes-
man Glyn Davies rejected
suggestions that the United

States was maintaining 'a pro-
Israeli stance despite the
Israeli shelling on Thursday of
a UN refugees compound, that
left 97 dead and more than

100 wnupdﬂd_
The objeclive now is not to

inflame the situation if you will
further by condemning Israel
or engaging in that sort of
rhetaric at all. Davies said.
President Bill Clinton called
for an immediate ceasefire in
the hours that followed the

tragedy on Thursday

International

Troops kill 50 Tigers in fresh
offensive in Jaffna

COLOMBO, Apr 20: Sri
Lankan armed forces killed at
least 50 Tamil Tiger guerillas
and wounded 80 on the first
day ol a new oflensive in the
northern Jaffna Peninsula, a
military statement said today,
reports Reuter. .

Government forces who
launched operation Riviresa
Two on Friday against the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) d so far lost
two soldiers with eight
wounded, the defence ministry
statement said

The troops launched a land.
air and sea assault on rebel po-
sitions in the Vadamarachchi
and Tenmaradehi divisions aof
the peninsula. which are con-
trolled by the LTTE, fighting
for a homeland for minorit
Tamils in the island's nort
and east.

In last year's first Réviresa
operation. the army cleared
the rebels long-time strong-
hold of Jaffna town and the
adjacent Valikamam district.

The military statement said
troops had advanced about

eight km (five miles) after tak-
ing the rebels by surprise.
without ;;xnfﬂng the exact
location. Troops had recovered
32 rebel bodies, it added.

The air force attacked
LTTE bases in Vadamarachchi
on Friday morming with sup-
port from naval gunfire.

"Civilans who had gathered
at places of worship welcomed
the arrival of troops by ringjng
bells of Hindu temples. y
appealed to the army to re-
main in the newly liberated ar-
eas.” the statement said

it said there had N no
civilian casualties so far be-
cause of maximum precautions
taken to ensure their safety

"Action has also been taken
to provide urgently needed
humanitarian assistance such
as food and medicine to the
civilans.” it added

The rebels’ clandestine ra-
dio said at least 10 civilians
had been killed by military
shelling and a further B0
wounded on Friday and today

AP adds Government sol-
diers moved forward into

Tamil Tiger rebel-held terri

tory at first light Saturday. the
second day of an offensive

aimed at driving the puerillas

out of the northern Jafina

Peninsula, military officials

said. -
The troops had st d for

the night after axgﬁcmg

through minefields and other
rebel ences on Friday p
were backed by battle tanks
and aircraft. and preceded by

an artillery barrage. said Major

Dunuwille., a
spokesman.

It was not clear how far the
soldiers advanced Saturday.
Details of any casualties were
not immediately available But
in Friday's battle at least 16
soldiers were injured. a mili-
tary official said on condition
of anonymity

News about the battle has
been sketchy because the mili-
tary has imposed a total black-
out on news and on Friday be-
gan censoring local media re
porting of the war

Media reports of the foreign
media. including the Associat-

military

ed Press. have nol
censored so far. Howewver,
under emergency laws on the
media introduced on Friday.
reports of foreign newspa-

pers and news agencies can

also be censored by a govern-
ment official

During the last offensive in
1995, the govermment cen-
sored military news. pho-
tographs and video clippings
for nearly two months.

An indefinite curfew de-
clared on Friday in two north-
ern districts also continued.
The military has ordered civil-
ians to gather at schools.
Hindu temples and churches.

which have been designated as
safe areas .

At least three soldiers were
wounded by rebel mines on
Friday. as thousands of troops
began moving en a broad fromt

on several roads towards
Vadamarchehi and
enmaradchi regioms in the

eastern half of the peninsula in
he offensive, code named
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RIYADH, Apr 20 Squdi
Arabia issued a new Ing on
Friday against the distribution
of political pamphiets during
the annual pil WOl
the support of its religious
or a ban on rallies
called for by Iran, reports AFP.

The country's mufti, or top
religious authority. Sheikh ab-
degl Aziz Ibn Baz, said such ral-
lies during the pilgrimage
amounted to "heresy” and :hgc
government had a “duty” to
stop them to ensure the safety

=H %.:;:‘m
e Saudi Interior

3a-f ‘Re  “intredoctior, of
books. photos or pamphiets of
a political, ideological or pro-
Fa ndistic nature is strietly
oT

said m a

en.

The ministry
statement to the Saudi press
agency said it noticed that
some worshippers had such
documents either in “good
[:ith or with the aim of using
them dwing Lae plgrimage.’ .

It warned.they could face

e

New warning against
distribution of political,
pamphlets during Hajj

Eunjnnmtnt in lire witl fhe
ingdom's strict laws.

he authorities warned
Tehran on April 7 that any po-
litical activity during the Haijj
was “strictly forbidden.”

iran plans to send around
17,000 pilgrims to the hajj
which s next week.

In Tehran on March 14,
Mohammad Mohammadi
Reyshahri, head of Iran's
If’;:grima :ﬂhﬂajrs. said the

sa pagans” was
a "tenet” of the annual
age and would be held in

i Yevaits tredaionally
hokd a rally to denounce pa-
ans., but after the 1979
slamic revolution in Iran the
protests have become directed
against the United States,
Israel and sometime Saudi
Arahsa

There have been several
viclent incidents in the past at
such rallies. In 1987 more
than 400 pilgrims. mostly
Iranian s were killed in Fiaahcs

Brother of MusliEm
candidate killed

in Kashmir

SRINAGAR. Apr 20: Muslim
separatists shot dead the
brother of a Muslim candidate
in upcoming general elections

in Kashmir after failing to find

the candidate at home,
said Saturday. reports :

An unspecified number of

unmen stormed into the

ouse of Wali Mohammed
Wani, a nominee of the Awami
Gehriq Party. late Friday at
Baramulla town, about 65 kms
north of here.

“They asked for him., and
not finding him there opened
indiscriminate fire killing his
brother,” a police spokesman
said in this summer capital of
Kashmir state. The victim was
identified as Shabir Wani.

+  The Awami Gehriq is a new
olitical party founded by
Muslim militants and is
contesting all three parliamen-
tary seats in the Kashmir val-

lice

One of its activists was shot
dead by suspected guerillas in
Srinaﬁm' two days earlier while
:liﬂtrl uting campaign litera-
ure,

‘Rao's relatives
got official
favours'

NEW DELHI. Apr 20: Five
relatives of Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Rao were alloted
lucrative agencies for cooking
gas by a government minister
in violation of rules. newspa-

i;;rs reported Saturdayv, says

The disclosure by a bureau-
cral was mase Friday before
the Supreme Court, which is
hearing a public interest law-
suit that Petroleum Minister
Satish Sharma handed out
thousands of contracts to
friends and political contacts
for selling government — sub-
sidised cooking gas.

The beneliciaries included a
nephew and a niece of Rao,
newspapers reported quotin
Petroleum Ministry officia
Devi Dayal as saying.

The disclosure was made
after the court asked the fed-
eral government to comment
on newspaper reports last
month that Rao's relatives
were among those who hatd
been alloted the agencies.

US won't rule out
any options to deal
with chemical arms

plant of Libya

WASHINGTON. Apr 20: The
United States will not rule out
any options to deal with the
potential threat of a chemical
weapons facility believed under
construction in Libya, the State
Department said Friday. re-
ports AP.

The department, in a
statement, was responding to

uestions about The New York

mes column Friday reporting
that the United States is de-
veloping a "small” nuclear
weapon that could destroy the
facility without exterior ra-
dioactive fallout.

Use of such a weapon "as a
last resort” has not been dis-
missed, columnist AM Ros-
enthal wrote, But more likely
to be used, he wrote, is a non-
nuclear bomb that would
penetrate the mountain re-
ported housing the complex
and detoriate a second bomb,
"spreading fire."
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talist movement Hamas protest on Fnuy in Ramallah

Governor killed in fighting

b ™ Taliban recapture most

against th Israeli military operation in Lebanon, a day after the killing of 97 civilians by
lSI'EEh‘HI"tI"EI'}F fire on a UN compound in Cana. They also protest against the Palestinian
authority for arresting Hamas activists.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Cong (I) election office set ablaze in Agartala

Security to be tightened for
peaceful holding of polls

CHANDIGARH. Apr 20: The
Election Commissioner. G V G
Krishnamurthy today said that
1.000 companies ol paramili-
tary forces would be deployed
countrywide to ensure peaceful
conduct of the parlhhamentary
elections, reports PTI1,

Speaking to newsmen here,
Krishnamurthy said consider-
able security measures were
being taken. especially in the
border areas. addrng that
former policemen and army
personnel would act as buffer
personnel.

Citing reasons for delaying
elections in Jammu and
Kashmir, the Election Commi-
ssioner said that it would take
at least 15 day=z to move
paramilitary forces trom south,
easl and west to the state.

Referring to Punjab, he said
a polling of about 60 per cent,

agaimnst 23 .96 during 1992
assenibly elections, was ex-
pected on April 27.

Rrishnamurthy said that 40
compantes of paramilitary
forces would be deployed in
Punjab in addition to the state
police,

He added that the states
demand for 100 companies
could not be met due to elec-
tions in other parits of the
country where heavy security
was required at a number of
places including Assam.
Nagaland, Mizoram. Tripura,.
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu.

Meanwhile the Congress (1)
candidate for Udalguri assem-
bly constituency. Jaman Sigh
Brahma has decided to stop
campatgnm]g and stay i

ter

i1
Guwahati a he received a

threat to his lite by supporters

ol some oppoéition parties.

Brawhma has said that he
will like-to stay in Guwahati
and let his supporters do the
campaigning for him as his life
was being threatened., the
party's General Secretlary,
Dhruba Naravan Baruah said
today.

Another FI1 reports says,
unidentified nmiiscreants set
ablaze the election office of
Congress (I). a marketL com-
plex and a sub-post oflice at
Mohorcherra under Kalyanpur
police station last night.

The police said in Agartala
today that about .15 shops.
nearby post offiee and the
Congress olfice were com-
pletely gutted in the fire.

The total loss of property
was not yet known and no ar-
rests have been made so far in
this connection.
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dents attend the first anniversary memorial service held at
Alfred P Murrah Federal Building on Friday in Oklahoma
people were killed, 850 injured in the blast.

oot £ e

the site of the

City, Oklahoma. A year ago 168

— APF/UNB photo

PESHAWAR. Pakistan., Apr
20 Alghanistan's rebel Taliban
Islamic militta said on Friday it
had recaptured most of the
central province of Ghor. in
cluding its capital
Chaghchanran and killed’the
provincial governor in fighting.

The Taliban Governor in
Herat in the west, Maulvi Yar
Mohammad told Reuters by
telephone that the Taliban
captured Changhcharan on
Friday after several days of
fighting. leaving only the

Pasaband district in the south-
east of the province In gov-
ernment hands,

He sald the Ghor Governor
whom he identified only as
Khalili. was wounded in fight-
ing and died while being flown
o Heral,

There was no immed atc
‘ndessndent corfirmation of

l

the fall of the mountainous
province, which was captured

of Ghor province

frem Taliban by forces loyal to
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani earlier this month in
an apparent meve to use it fors
an assault on the adjoin

strategic Herat province they
lost to Taliban last yedr
Year Mohammad said B0

erpment troops had been
illed and 100 capture in the
Ghor tighting and put Talkban
casualties at only five wounded.

Gorots reported recapture
came as a senior US official ar-
rived in the Afghan capital
Kabul as part ol renew in-
ternational efforts to halt civil
war in the country.

Assistant secretary ol State
for South Asia Robin Raphel
met Rabbani and some his
close aides in Kabul after arriv-
mf there from Pakistan and
told them that Washi n was
interested in a peaceful set-
tlement, the official Kabul ra-
dio said.

" China wants ROK, DPRK to .
talk peace without help

THE HAGUE. Apr 20: China
wants to let North and South
Korea try to resolve their tem-
stans on their own before, e;
Lther Beijing or the United
it;:lﬁs sleps in to help. reports
~ That message emerged
irom talks here Friday between
US Secretary of State Warren
Christopher and Chinese
Fnrfiﬁﬂ Minister Qian Qichen,
but the two men's meeting was
overshadowed by Christopher's
attempts to forge a truce be-
tween Israel and Hezbollah.

. Al a press briefing after
talks between Christopher and
Qian., Chinese Foreign Minis-
ry spokesman Wang Yun-Xiang
declined to say whether the

Chinese gave Christopher any
firm commitment
ticipate in the Korean peace

to par-

talks.

But Assistant Secretary of

State Winston Lord confirmed

that China was keen to let

North Korea make an effort.

‘It is fair to say they are

Korea pro
States an
sonable,” US Secretary of State

Warren Christopher said in the -
Haque late Friday.

waiting to see what Pyongyang
s going lo say and they are
dnxious not to get out in front
ol North Korea." Lord told re
porters.

US President Bill Clinton
and South Korean President
Kim Young-sam suggested ear-
lier in the week that the
United States and China medi-
cate in peace talks between
South and North Korea.

Referring te that sugges-
tion. Christopher said he "had

a good discussion and the for-
eign minister (Qian) indicated

he thought the proposal the
United States made was a rea-
sonable one but he feels the
primary responsibility is be-

tween the North and South.”

T

AFP adds: Chinese Foreign
Minister Qian Qichen r:gargq
four sided negotiations over

by the United
South Korea is rea-

Off the Record

NATO troops seize
anti-aircraft

missiles from Serbs

SARAJEVO, Apr 20: NATO
troops confiscated banned anti
aircraft missiles from Serbs
but said Friday that a major
pullback of troops and
g::pnna was progressing well

implementing Bosnia's ace
accords were less ple with
how some non-military provi-
sions of the Dayton agreement
— like freedom of movement —
were being implemented.
"Rmduigh Ryan, 'spokesman
for the UN High Commissioner
for Refugees, said many
refugees who want to return
home are being blocked by
those belonging to different

ﬂthnigﬂmupﬂ J

delays. rTm ;
ivilian officials involved in

WASHINTON, Apr 20: The
global environment is deterio-
rating in nearly every catego
— air, water, oceans anlg
forests — according to a new
book compiled by the UN

Environment Programme
(UNEP], reporta e
The book, set for release to

mark Earin Day on Monday,
said tropical forests are disap-
mlng 50 per cent faster

a decade and that five
to 20 per cent of plant and an-
imal species are threatened
with extinction.

Air pollution, acid rain and
fresh water shortages are also
:11]1: the rise "1?1 many parts of

,world. the
concluded. , .. Q f‘ 7 1&'&8&0

“iAdr pollution levels 'are in-!
crealinf worldwide, even
though it has decreased over
the two decades in indus-

trialised countries,” the UN

agency said. More than 12§

Global environment deterioratin

million people live in cities:
with unacceptable levels of
suspended particulate matter,
which can cause decreased
lung capacity.” .

;Il?rc la:llml-:l;ty h}i:lt' a:L:}'H54 cities
monitore the ency,
including Paris, Madriﬂcf, Ri);
De Janeiro, Bangkok and
Tehran, had 'unacceptable' ait
pollution levels. '

UNEP executive director
Elizabeth Dowdeswell said
both industrialised and devel-
oping countries must take re-
:}Jonllhlht}r for the global en-

ronment.

"No one can be let off the
hoek,” Dowdeswell said in an
interview in Washington. "It's
quite understandable to say the
industrialised world has used

the world as its sink... but ac-
tion needs to be held in both
p]ama+l! 5

The report said the United
States is the largest source of
g#.nhal air pollution, but that
the top six countries, includ-
ing Brazil and India in the de-
veloping world, were respon-
sible for 55.8 per cent of
emissions.

The UN agency noted that
scientists estimate between

150 and 200 plant and animal

species become extinct every
24 hours, and that many of the
ﬂu:giated luﬂ; nuItl,I;_n upt;l:}:u
are disappearin ore n
ld:nuﬂeg.'x « .
One drinking water, the re-
rort said 1.2 billion people
ack safe water supplies and
that 1.4 billion have no sanitary

waste treatment, numbers that
are likely to expand.

More than 40 fish species
in the world's oceans are over
exploited or depleted, threat-
ening a mafor food source for
l.4d illion people, the agency
saild.

The world's forests " are be-
ing destroyed at an alarminﬁ
rate,” according to the U
agency. Tropical forestg that
cover 23 per cent of the
earth's land surface are disap-

aring at the rate of 4.6 mil-
Jon ecares | ot mldea
acres) followed by Latin

ﬂ*;gl;ina and 1be Caribbean and
rica. '
The problem of environ-

mental degradation is linked
to po y. according to the

‘ment

study, which noted that 40
per cent of the world popula-
tion, or two billion people, live
in poverty.

"Environmental degradation
and noverty are strongly inter-
twihied, résuiting 1n & vieiows
cycle in which poverty causes
environmental stress, that in
turn perpetuates rty.” the
UUN book said. "The only way
out of this vicious cycle is
along the path of sustainable
economic development and
the efficient use of modern
technologies.”

Dowdeswell said the book,
"taking action : an envjron-
guide for youn and your
community,” sought to show
arecas of improvement as well

as problems.

reports Reuter.

A 1995 survey by the Beiji
their parents found that 44.2
they were

Asked wh

as many restrictions

ally preferred boys to girls

the injection of strong glue.

"She paid a million lira (640 dollars) for the nFernan*
A court ruled that the surgeon had not fulfilled
tions to the patient who is seeking 250,000 dollars in dam-

ages.

"You can find success sto-
ries all over and you need to
let those success stories be
known so that gcupl: know
they don't need to be par-
alised.”

In the United States,
Secretary of State Christopher
announced plans this month to
raise environmental issues as
part of foreign policy.

It is for the first time a
Secretary of State has made
ecology part of foreign policy
and is rooted in fears that en-
vironmental problems can
creale securily risks for the

United States as well as
heighten regional tensions.
Later this month, Vice

President Al Gore will launch
an initiative that will expand

US-China Cooperation on sus-
tainable development, includ-

ing energy policy and agricul-
ture. I

s

boys. the China Yout

They wish they were boys!

BEIJING: More than 40 per cent of middle-school

China wish they were boys, saying boys enj
and have a brighter futuﬁei a ;:.I . ]nyafrca

rvey publish
Jinglun Family Centre of 700
middle school students — ranging in
r cent of girl students wished
Daily said.
y. respondents said bays were freer, did not have
] placed on them, teachers paid more at-
tention to boys and boys had better prospec
The status of women in China has
the communist revolution in 1949 but

A surgeon's mistake

ROME: A surgeon who bungled an
young Italian mother, has been ordered to pay
of a child she conceived after the operation, the [talian news
agency Ansa reported, says AFP.

The woman who already had two children, had the opera-
tion two years ago at Dolo Hospital near Venice. The
of the operation was to seal up the woman's fallopian tubes by

Christopher
talks here Friday wi
count

ing he
commitment

policy,” reports AFP. |

recognition of Beijin,
representative of all-China, a
concept that includes Taiwan.

however,
improve human
disappointed in the lack qf

ris in
Imn

ter
d Friday found,

age from 13 to 18 — and

ts, the said.
eatly imp since
inese have tradition-

tion to sterilise a
for the upkeep

\
his obliga-

US reiterates
commitment to
one-China policy

THE HAGUE. Apr 20: US
Secretary of .State Warren

emerged from
Chinese
art Qian Qichen say-
ad “renewed the US
to a one-China

He was referring to US __
as the

Christopher was critical,
China's failure to
rights. "We are

and | look forward to

txplnﬂng with the minister

ways that it can be improved.”



