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People Demand Commitments from Political Parties
H St e OF e Mytse Aduman
g Mt The citizens of Bangladesh would like to be absolutely sure that the country's economy and their social life will
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with their legitimate demands
— the citizens' ri

this should be the commit-

sponsibly and fairly and also al
ment of the Parliament mem-

lowed the voters tg vote with-

the image of

nished life wi]l not be disrupted again

i ] will come up with this sort of
i any manmer in the coming

commitments will

it us all on a sudden is deliberately forgotten by

sh abroad but also ght to move

one has ever claimed that gas
production falls in the summer, Even if it did,
why should the authority fail to read the situatien
wel‘I, in advance? The preblem seems to be the
lack of any forward planning — not only in this
sector but almost in every other area.

This time a joint committee has been formed
to look into the matter but it cannot work magic
when the problem is already on us. With an en-
demic power crisis, a country is harﬂll); in a gloei-
tion to salvage the situation when the problem
gets more acute. The PDB has an electricity
shortfall of 300 te 500 megawatts. This will go up
with more demand for power. So we need a
comprehensive energy policy. The BNP
government talked much but did little on this
issue. In fact, about two years back it claimed to
have almost got one such policy ready. However,
it never materialised. |

Asking the caretaker anernmcnt to come up
with an energy policy will be too much. However,
it can take up projects where some progress has
already been made. The move concerns
facilitating the process of private investment in
the energy sector. The silver-lining here is that

generation. No

foreigners have shown more interest for
investment in this sector than in any other
sector. No less than 10 memoranda of under-

standing were signed for foreign investment in
this field. These must be implemented in double-
quick time. For a short-term government
convincing foreigners for investment may not be
easy but it is not impossible either.

Last but not the least, the power shortage can
be brought down substantially if we can do awa
with the excessive level of system loss. It is totally
unacceptable that while the whole nation suffers
from lack of power, there should be so much
wastage. We have at present a rate of svstem loss
in the region of 40 per cent and add to this the
consumer habit of misusing power. We EUI‘EI{
have a case on hand. Perhaps household vigi
coupled with a switch-over to more sophisticated
regulatory technology will help avoid wastage of
power. | :

Why Play with Textbooks?

Even by our standards, there is no parallel to
the delay we have incurred this year in getting
the school textbooks ready. Nearly four valuable
months have gone barren in terms of academic
instructions. And it is a poor consolation to boot
that pupils dre having to busy themselves with
'sporting and extracurricular activities' under in-
structions from the Education Ministry.

Indeed we have set a ludicrous world record
procrastinating with an abject lack of advance
planning and time-bound delivery of goods. As if
that was not enough the National Curriculum and
Textbook Board (NCTB) and the Textbook Pub-
lishers' and Sellers’ Association (TBPSA) are be-
ing recriminatory in an undisguised bid to hide
behind the smokescreen of a simulated confusion.
That is the reason why the government has
ordered a probe into the delay in marketing

prices being tagged to books for classes seven
and eight in particular.

year for classes six and nine but the final
manuscripts for these could not be made over to
the publishers before the month of February. It is
only in October last that the textbook board en-

of the new set of books. Nonetheless, it is a mys-
far as the optional subjects are concerned,

since been completed. Why did not the NCTB

a timely delivery
publishers? If the publishers' associations had
‘breached’ the contract with the NCTB by

expedite the printing work. what held the board
from taking the corrective step in good time?

It was a foregone conclusion that if book pub-
lication sneezes somewhere it catches cold else-
where ; with the books for classes six and nine
remaining a distant possibility, those of classes
seven and eight, even though well out in print,

cal unrest came in handy, too.

The notebook publication, allowed after a lapse
of time, lured the printers away from textbook
publieation. When all this had been predictable
why was the textbook printing schedule not
drawn to take effect from June or July? Further-

stages _have been simply unforgivable.
Korean Peace

In a masterly diplomatic stroke President Clin-

the US, China, North Korea and South Korea.
This has been prompted by Pyongyang's recent
military forays into the DMZ with South Korea in

of 1948.

branch to

knowing well enough that she would find it
difficult to reject the Clinton gesture out of hand.
North Korea's military incursions into the DMZ

States. Much as

talks as an opening gambit.
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textbooks for classes six and nine and the higher

The NCTB had decided to have new books this

gaged some computer firms to prepare positives

as the economv of B esh,
already way be:hind even other
developing countries. has lost
at least ten years in terms of
its growth : educational in-
stitutions ali eady” burdened
with session jams due (o cam-

s violence have once again
osl heavily in terms of class
roomn teachings due to hartals
and non-cooperation move-
ment. thus putting the future
of our rhilt;rtn in jeopardy
The country cannot afford to
allow this to happen again

The pahnrarpcarty Or par-
ties re 1=ible lor the disas-
ter of this magnitude remain
answerable to the common
people — the voters — the tax-
payers. They must have already
clearly noted the str reac-
tions of the people including

business chambers. clvic
groups. professional groups.
individuals over the longest

litical stand off which could
ave easily been resolved with
some flexibilities from the po-
litical leadership of the former
ruling and the o ition par-
ties. Many peoplé have already
started talking and rightly so
in terms +of the bill of rights of
the people (Rel: The "Bill ol
Rights' for the citizens of
Bangladesh — by Dr Munir
gnddus — published in The
ai]g Star dated March 25.
1996). The silent majority

The Politician's Creed:

It we propose, 1wve must ex
plain.

[j we promise. 1we must de-
liver. ;

If we make mistakes. we
must admit them.

Il we ask for sacrifices, we
must be the first to make them
ourselves. and above all e
must give the electorate. the
people. the vision of the future
which is attainable. — Lord
Weatherill

ON the Ist of September
1995, Lord Weatherill. the
former Speaker of the House
ol Commans, while speaking at
a seminar in Dhaka arranged
by the Centre for Analysis and
Choice (CAC), gave what he
thought should be a politicians
motto. He said that unfortu-
nately, all over the world,

oliticians are no longer being
eld " in high esteem. He
thought that it was perhaps
due to the times we were lLiv-
ing in. when views of democ-
racy. of what is expected from
governments. political parties
and individual politicians. were
all coming under much closer
scrutiny.

He felt that the electorate
has become more sophisti-
cated and much more knowl-
edgeable due to increased lit-
eracy. and expansion of the
electronic media like the radio
and television. While the elec-

quality of life has increased.
his belief in the ability of
politicians to deliver it, has

tery why the working on positives still goes on so
although the work on compulsory subjects has
monitor progress at the computer end to ensure

of the positives to the

refusing to engage a larger number of presses to

decreased. He sees politicians
make promises which they do

| not keep. Again, examples set
.| by politicians in their personal

lives have. often. not been
good. Lord Weatherill sees
these developments as a seri-
ous threat to democracy. He
cdlescribed how as an election
observer he visited an ANC of-

the following poster on the
wall,

I was hungry and you

were hoarded up to hike their prices. The politi-

more, the coordination lapses at the various

ton on Tuesday proposed peace talks involving

a deliberate violation of the armistice agreement

President Clinton's proposal cuts not just both

~ways but trilaterally, so to speak. He has made no
| mistake about re-committing to the defence of
and economic collaboration with South Korea and
also ‘assuring her of not dealing separately with
North Korea. Simultaneously, he spread the olive
Pyongyang with the offer of talks

were regarded by the US as being intended to
raise her bargaining power with the United
Pyangyang would have liked to
deal directly with the USA she may not ultimately
prove averse to the offer for the four-party peace

China is yet to agree to the peace talks at the
foreign minister's level, although a spokesman
from Beijing has already sounded positive on this.
The US point of view seems to be that China has
to be involved as a signatory to the armiistice

Jformed a committee lo inves-
tigate my hunger.

- I was homeless and you
Jiled a report on iy plight.

I was sick and you held a
seminar on the situation of the
underprivileged. '

You investigate all the
aspects of my difficulties, yet |
am still hungry and

homeless and’ sick.

Lord Weatherill said that
the peoples representatives
have the responsibility to en-
sure the future of our demo-
cratic system ol government by
setting a personal example in
their persounal lives, which
would ensure the respect of
those they represent,

At exactly the time Lord
Weatherill was visitin
Bangladesh. Professor Samue
P Huntington of the John M
Olin Institute of Strategic
Studies. Harvard University,
was presenting a paper,

torate's expectations of the

fice in South Africa and saw °

cate their children without
outside interference.

The idea of a caretaker gov-
ernment does not conform to
the principles of democracy
and the concept of people's
representation. But the [ast
election which was terribly
flawed and rejected by the op-
position ultimately proved the
point that a political party in
Pawcr in Bangladesh could not
e trusted with the election.
Indeed. the political parties,
not the people. virtually de-
clared themselves unworthy of

trust during elections. If they
cannot be trusted during elec-
tions, why and how should the

*ople trust them with the al-
airs of the couptry? Now the
questlion arises — would a
caretaker government bhe
formed again and again to hold
by-elections. that may have to
be held from time to time. as
one cannot rule out another
Magura scenario that led to
this unprecedented political
turmoil in the country? The
political pafties must come up
with an answer to this

The caretaker government
is not the panacea. The 9]
election was free and fair not
because caretaker government
as such was present in all
polling booths to ensure [air
Folllng it was because the po
itical parties that parucipated

acted fairly and remained
within the democratic norms
during ‘91 election, the bu-
reaucracy also acted similarly
as they were not induced or
forced into any wrongdoing.
The people are baffled today —
they would like to know wh

the same political parties wit

practically the same leadership
cannot s electoral maturity
once again. However it is the
hope of the people of
Bangladesh that when the
same political parties are ex-
pect to contest the next
géneral election. this should
also be a free and fair election.

On behalf of CIVIC WATCH
— Bangladesh (a totally neutral
and non-political citizens'
rights organization), 1 and
some other members had the
privilege to talk several times
with the leadership of ma-
{or political parties during the
ast couple of months and m
impression is that these |ead®
€rs are in a position to rise to
the occasion provided they put
aside their past differences |l
not fi::"gﬂ and forgive. for the
sake ol the welfare of the peo
ple of Bangladesh which
should be their topmost con-
Cern.

In any case. election or no
election., Ahe citizens of
Bangladesh would like to be
absolutely sure that the coun-

political parties bv now should
realise that violence. intimida-
tion. rigging and all other un-
democratic practices destroy
the credibilities of the political
parties. Bangladesh is a small
country a the people know
who are responsible for these
The p-en]pit of Bangladesh are
politically conscious and they
are sure to consider all these
while casting their votes.

The political parties are
free to promote their own po-
litical views and give publicity
to their election manifestos
through standard democratic
means and let people decide
whether their programmes are
good for them. Lust for staying
in power or going to power
obviously leads the leaders to
wrong political decision the
burden of which ultimately is
borne by the common people
and the economy. This must
stop.

The political problems must
be solved politically within the
political institutions including
parliament which is the best
place for dealing with all polit-
ical issues The elected mem-
bers of the Parliament should
not resort to resigning en
masse (resignation on personal
ground is normal) because the
people expect the members of
the ParHament to work lor
themm in the Parliament for

free to call for strikes (hartal)
which they claim fall within
the democratic rights of the
pelitical parties. But such
ts should be exercised
seldom and judiciously
only whefh all other avenues
haw: been El.hﬂl;l‘ﬂf_ﬂd Ill‘[hﬂ, a
strike is meant to indicate a

political 's protest on an
issue irtfamﬂm not exceed a
maximum of one day Such
protest may help enlist peo-
ie's su on an issue. But
‘Lagatar Hartal” only antago-
nises people and the whole
purpose of hartal gets frus-
trated. No citizen should be
forced to join a strike (hartal):
it should left to the people.
The widescale practice of
damaging cars and other
transports including rickshaws
must stop. No political party or
parties should declare “gono-
curfew” as this is not covered
by the country s law anxd does

not fall within any democratic
norms No pelitical party
should assume umbreila sup-
Eort of all the people of
angladesh on any their
programmes or hartals as
there are many political par-
ties in the country and people
may have different views on
such issues.

Today. before the ensuing
general election. the people

the planncru. This time we are told that destroyed its e¢-conomy which freely — t to work and earn  out intimidation. As the politi days and years Life must go on bers to the eleciorate. ort of the gc:ufu;lc ul f
of gas supply is responsible for the low power | cannol be easily recupesated their liveli — right to edu-  cal parties showed maturity,  with the political proces~ The The political parties are ﬁm—?m peoe
inally, the people look

forward o' a commitment from
the bureaucracy too. As
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lack of security to the higher
autherity for 4

for proper protection. bu-
reaucracy is remunerated for
Ll‘;cfijr services by the tax-payers
quired to serve the people as
long as they are i
Whether a litical govern-

ment is or has to
trmcdnuteiﬂjtrwm

fice to rum the government
machinery as otherwise the

ople would feel abandoned
aE unprotected. None can al-
low this to happen. However, if
someone wants to join politics,
he is free to resign and join

are obliged to demand com- political parties.

The Erosion of Democracy

by Nazim Kamran Choudhury

Democracy for the Long Haul
at a seminar held by the Insti
tute for National Policy Re-
search, at Taipel In Talwan
The paper dealt with. what he
called, the Third Wave of
Democratisation that un in
the early 80s and which by
1989 was in full flood. reach-
ing its crest with the collapse
of the communist regimes in
Central and Eastern Europe,
which was then followed by
Lthe disintegration of the Soviet
Union " He goes on to say thal
‘these events generated a
swelling tide ol euphoria that a
global democratic revolution
was underway, that liberal
democracy was destined soon
1o triumph globally. every-
where. that history was at an
end Like tle rest of the
emerging democracies,

interstate war and this stemns
in part, from the same Incen
tives thad stimulate ethnie

conflict. Bosnia is present ev

eryday on our TV screens The
third problem. and for this
Hangladesh could be a prime
example, | & that
‘democratisation invalves the
removal of state constraints on
individual behaviour, a loosen
ing of social inhibitions, and
uncertainty and confusion as to
standards of morality. By
weakening, as it must. stale
authority, democratisation also
brings into question authority
in general and can promote an
atmosphere ol amoralism

laisser fatre. anything goes

Keeping this statemenl i
mind. let us look at our pre

sent situation, Can HITIEEE.
hartals. blockades imposed on

racy. The electorate gave in
the last elections. a clear and
distinct mandate 1o the 5th
Parliarmment. It returned all ma.
jor political groups., but gave

none a clear mandate ork
together lor democracy wans
the message and work they
did. tor nine months Alfter

that, like boxers in the ring.
each went into their corners —
only to come out, at the sound
of the bell. with fists flaying.
The consolidation ol
democracy is not the sole re
sponsibility ol any one political
parly or group It is the re-
sponsibility of the entire polit-
ical, social. academic and eco-
nomic and military leadership
—in sort, ol society as a whole
Opposition may often be frus-
trated, but if they believe in
the Parliamentary system,

concenirates enornmous power
in its own hands So much se
that many recent political
commentators in Britain have
described Parliamentary cabi-
net government as an elected
dictatorship ” and have cited
Mrs Margaret Thacher as an
example. It is true that a party
with a comfortable majority in
Farhament can pass any legis-
lation and do almost anvthing
it wants H such governments
show disregard E:-r minority
opindon it runs the risk of driv-
ing the minority away from
Parliament andy on to the
sireets. While the power of the
najority party in Britain may
e viast, it is even more so in
Ifangladesh where individual
MHFs have little role and no in-
dependent opinion because of
Article 70 of our Constitution,

[ihethfrmoftﬁemmdemmkx, Bang!udnhtmmnpaﬂofthet;ﬁrﬂm Wetanl:nﬂ:cuphaic
and believed that democracy was firmly implanted in our soil, and that there would be an end to the autocratic

%

attitudes of the past. '

Bangladesh too was a part of
the Lhird wave We too were
euphoric and believed that
democracy was firmly im-
planted in our soil. and that
there would be an end (o the
autocratic attitudes of the past.

But as Professor Huntington
obseryes. "our euphoric mo-

ment has passed. and we too
have become sadder but
wiser . So have we, in

Bangladesh. become sadder,
but have we become wiser? |
think not. "History has a di-
alectical dynamic. Any substan-
tial movement in one direction
tends eventually to lose its
momentum and to generate
countervailing forces,” says
Prolessor Huntington. "Each
of the first waves of democrati-
sation was followed by a re-
verse wave in which some but
not all of the new democracies
reverted to authoritarianism.”

He suggests that a new re-
verse wave may be gathering,
which could lead to the ero-
sion of some third wave gains.
and as such the primary em-
phasis, at this time, should be
placed on consolidation.
"Democratisation is the solu-
tion to the problem of tyranny,
but the very process of
democratisation itself can also
create or exacerbate problems
with which new democracies
must grapple.” He goes on to
mention three problems. The
first being that elections
makes political leaders com-
pete for votes and the easiest
way is to appeal to tribal, eth-
nic national and religious

vonstituencies. This in turn

promotes communalism and
ethnic conflict. Pakistan and
India are today prime exam-
ples. while we in Bangladesh
are not immune to it. The sec-

ond problem is the proclivity
of emerging democracies for

Van Winkle

Sir, Centuries ago, Jonathan
Swift wrote his masterpiece
The Gulliver's Travels. The
story of Gulliver's voyages to
exotic places, that has
charmed millions, is actually a
political satire. In his voyage to
the land of the Liliputians, we
find a very interesting con-
frontation between the
Liliputians and the people of
Blefescu. The InnF ant bitter
dispute resulted from a ve
simple question., "How should
the e broken?"

- Well, in Bangladesh, the sit-
uation is quite the same. The
then ruling and the opposition
parties have together wasted

issue. The result: the whole
country was in tatters. Our im-
age is ered abroad and our
dream of becoming a devel-

i

agreement to underwrite durable peace in the

oped nation has disappeared. -

}  Well, what else can we ex-

Wake-up call for Rip

the last two years over a single

Ihe common men by political
lorces. and enforced by pohiti-
cal muscle. be anything but an-
archy imposed on the very
people whose well-being the
politicians gmtfss to uphold
most dearly? Can the destruc-
tion of an economy be justified
as a democratic means of com-
Ing to power? Can threats of
setting cities ablaze be consid-
ered responsible utterings by
democratic leaders? As the old
song goes., "the answer my

Jriend, blows in the wind.”

Threats to third wave
democracies.” says Prolessor
Huntington. "come from par-
ticipants in the democratic
process not from non-partici-
pants., such as generals and
revolutionaries who have noth-
ing but contempt for democ-
rary They come from political
leaders and groups who win
elections, take-power. and
then manipulate the mecha-
nisms of democracy to curtail
or cdestroy democracy. In the
ast when democratic regimes
ell as a result of coups or revo-
lutions, no doubt existed as to
what happened, and the tran-
sition was brief, clear. and
dramatic. With third wave
democracies, the problem is
not overthrow but erosion: the
intermittent or gradual weak-
ening of democracy by those
elected to lead it."”

Bangladesh was born of a
war for democracy. The war of
independence, as the late An-
dre Malraux called it then. was
‘the last noble cause". The first
phase of democracy in
Bangladesh fell not from an
outside intervention. but form
within — from the very partic-

ipants in the democratic pro-
cess. The second birth of
democracy in 1991 s again

their lighnt must necessarily be
condicted in Parliament.
Denmocracy doesn't Lake root
overnight. and patience is a
virtue every political party
must cultivate. Lord Weatherill
in his talk, described how in
1987 after the Labour Party
lost the election for the third
time, its leader Mr Neil Kin-
nock came to him and said,
This is no good Mr Speaker.
We have to put up another five
years with this government

We are going to have to take
our struggle elsewhere.”
Speaker Weatherill replied, "If
you take the struggle else-
where you'll ruin the reputa-
tion of your party. you will
never be electable. and fur-
thermore. you'll ruin the repu-
tation which we have in the
British Parliament of settling
disputes in Parliament and not
on the streets, and | don't care
how rough and tough and diffi-
cult it is going to be, if we are
going to have any anger or ex-
plosion. in the House please,
and not outside.” Lord Weath-
erill went on to say that it was
a rough and tough Parliament,
but because the Labour Party
succeeded in winning the ar-
gument in Parliament, it will
most certainly form the next
government in Britain.

While it is the responsibility
of all parties to ensure that
Parliament and democracy
work, the government has a
more than equal responsibility.
Professor Huntington says that
one “serious threat to democ-
racy is executive arrogation,
which involves an elected chief
executive concentrating power
irn his own hands and in vary-
ing degrees guhnrdinating or
even suspending the legisla
ture and ruling by largely by

pect with this kind of leader-

ﬁh{g?

*Our reckless politicians
brag about what they had done
in the past. While one party
claims to have brought inde-
penclence, the other, claims to

be the 'saviour of the nation's
sovereignty'. But except this
superficial difference, their
real character is the same,
Both want power by book or
crook.

Two hundred years ago,
Francis Bacon wrote: "Power
corrupts absolutely and abso-
lute power corrupts abso-
lutely.” As soon as our "leaders
of the people" get hold of
power, they forget everything
else. It's applicable to all polit-
ical parties. Have we forgotten
the Bill that was unanimously
passed in the 5th JS? It was
the Bill allowing tax-free cars
to be imported for the MPs.
What a pity for a nation where
having two square meals a day

threatened from within, from  decree. By its verv nature,
those «lected to lead democ- Farlianmentary government
s —

is a luxury for a large section of
the population.

A  hungry man doesn't
think of anything but food for
himself, it's useless for him to
think who is in power or how
Lhe country is being ruled . He
doesn't understand the fuss
about Constitution or the
"heroic deed’'s of late leaders.”
What he needs is food. But in
the name of safeguarding the
lragile and infant dermocracy.
our political leaders have de-
nied the people of their right
Lo earn their living. With end-
less acrimonious, bickering
prevailing between the main-
stream parties. the nation is
set to become a bottomless
basket again. A hard judge-
ment, but we must face real-
ity.

In 'The Glimpses of world
HLsm%f Nehru recited an an-
cient Sangskrit saying: "Vinash
Kale Bikrito Buddhi." The
politicians don't seem to un-
derstand that ordinary and

sensible people have grown
wary of them. Everyone of
them are unable to understand
this rejection. Yet they con-
linue to term their personal
demands as "people's de
mands” and in ¢the name of the
people, destroy the socio-eco-
nomic infrastructure of our
fragile economy.

Now we have a neutral care-
taker government and hope to
have a fair election. But what is
more important is to ensure
political stability. And that
cant be achieved without pru-
dent leadership. Why don't we
look at Malaysia which has
taken a ;[_f,iam leap forward? We
have all the resources and
manpower; doni we? -

S0 dear leaders, wake up,
and save this country, it is
never too late to wake up even
for a 'Rip Van Winkle'.

Ragib Hasan
Chittagong College, Chittagong.

which prevents votes against
party directive. In Britain, and
in more established democra-
cies such as India. the majority
party will underplay their vast
Euwrr by allowing ﬁfralth}' de-

ates and the expression of
minority opinions. This comes
not from the Constitution it-
but from conventions,
and established

sell.
traditions
practices.

ln Bangladesh, where polit-
ical leadership over the past
two decades have grown under
the shade of autocracy. such
inborn "feel for democracy” is
virtually absent. When this

' racy may be

«[reedom, "a very fr

leadership combines power of
office with trappings of office,
it more often t not, leads
to arrogance of power. and re-
sults in disdain for minority
opinion. In our case, this intol-
erance of the minority is
quickly perceived by our bu-
reaucracy. who are yet to come
under litieal control. and
who help to widen the gap be-
tween the government and
others. Almost hall the legisla-
tion in the Sth Parliament has
come in the ferm of Ordi-
nances, a system allen to
democratic legislatures. Those
Bills that did originate in the
Jatlya Sangsad have, in most
cases, not n debated — the
average time spent on debating
legislation being less than a
day. Other Parliaments such as
Britain, Australia, Canada and
most recently. India, have
found a role for ‘MPs in inde-
pendent ministerial commit-
lees ol scrutiny, but we have
kept ours dominated by the all
pawerful executive.

As we head into the next
elections we must reflect on
all that has happened, the
price that we have id, and

onder on what the future

olds. If we have not learnt any
lessons. then it is the nation's
loss. If we have, then how are
we going to change? Democ-
our desire, but ijt
is, as Lord Weatherill said, like
agile flower.
Bear in mind that it is for
easier to lese our f{reedoms
than to gain it.” Politicians
must remember the words of
Benjamin Disraeli who said “all
power is a trust from the peo-
ple. and for the people all
springs and all must exist.”

Art

‘Buchanan's Laugh

(The opinions expressed in this column are my own and
not those of Bay Buchanan. the candidate’s sister.]

VERYONE I know is not going to vote for Pate Buchan-
an — all fer different reasons. Mine is pure and simple:
I cant stand Buchanan's laugh. Every time he says
something, he breaks into a cackle as if he has a bullfrog

caught in this throat.

| am aware that one should not judge a candidate by his
chortle. but Pat's says more about him than all the huffing and
puffing he expresses at his rallies.

Buchanan's laugh has turned me off because 1 don't think
that this country can stand four years of a president saying
something unkind aboutl a particular group or issue and then

, laughing about it.

Buchanan enjoys playmg the bad guy so when he appears to

be amused he scares the hell out of the majorit
Why does he pretend that he is enjoying

of Americans.
the role he has

carved out for himself? The prevailing opinion in Washington
is that Pat says mean-spirited things about Bob Dole in order
to divide the Republican Party. making it impossible for the

arty to win the

presidential election. He's doin

this so that

1e can run in the year 2000. By then the Republieans will be
so intimidated by him that they will hand him the nomination
on a plate. That's Buchana's game plan — tee hee hee.

Despite what everyone around me says, | don't think that
Pat is an evil man. Some of his supporters may be, but when

vou are so far out on the right, you take an

can get.

What bothers is that Pat laughs because he has just said
something wicked. | have watched every one of his rallies on
TV. and when he runs out of mean things to rant about. he
cackles. His [ollowers eat it up. But it doesn't do anything for

Fen le like me who enjo
wilding a 1.000-mile

a good laugh when it doesn't mean
ence al
making jokes about women being

| want the record to show that I have no

the Mexican border or
admitted to The Citadel.
lem with Pat

cackling as long as he's not running for president of the

United States. He and Pat Robertson can lau
“to as long as the White House is not at stake. er)

all they want
have a

puolitician who has been described by the people he ran

against as "the meanest man in America,” he's no laughing

to the Christian Right said to
e¢'s the Republican

matter
A Friend of mine belongir
me, "Pat is nusunderstmgl lﬁl

rty's '‘Mr

Chuckles'. and a party with so many conflicting agendas needs

all the mirth it can get’
‘When he talks a
just don't get it." | said.
"That's

cause yvou're looking at him on TV. An

ut something that makes him laugh, |

who

does that even for a short while is going to lose their sense of

humour ™
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