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Melas or fairs form an im-
portant element of Bengali
culture. They have, however,
lost much of their pristine
charm and colour. because the
villages which used to be the
cradle of such assemblies. have
undergone many ch s. The
villages have changed ause
the entire gamut of their eco-
nomic activities have changed
Such changes have had their
impact on the Bengali charac-
ter

There are some character-
istic elements of a mela:
Visitors find pleasure in f[ree
movement within its
precincis. in getting o meetl
many of their acquaintances
and in making small purchases
of sundry items for family use
Another important element is
the propensity ol the visitors
in letting themselves go in ful
filling their gastronomical de-
sires by consumption of vari-
eties of food. such as many
kinds of pithas and sweels
These foods are not normally
available in our day-to-day exis-
tence. Besides these, an atmo-
sphere of easy relations be-
tween different classes of F‘.“J
ple in a community prevails in
such places.

Nowadays such basic pur-
poses seem to have been lost,
the melas have now become
bizarre centres of recreation
and entertainment of gues-
tionable nature. We seem Lo
have forgotten that a mela is
not a thing dissociated from
our social ethos, but a reflec-
tion of an integrated approach
to life,

Baisakhi mela in particular
is part of our rich cultural her-
itage. It is estimated that all
over the country more than
two hundred Baisakhi melas
are held every year. The main
features of such melas are
[lamboyant displays of handi-
crafts and products of cottage
and handloom industries. vari-
eties of household items rang-
ing from Kitchen tools and
earthen wares, wooden furni-
ture to low-priced children's
toys and earthen playthings.

The village melas have

Baisakhi Melas in City

By AS M Nurunnabi

made an impact in urban areas
also. On the occasion of the
new Bengali year melas are
held in Dhaka as well as in
other urban areas In Dhaks.
such Baisakhi melas have sev
eral venues such as

(1] Mirpur mela This mela
is inaugurated on the first of
Baisakh. The visitors. buyers
and sellers at this mela mainly
come from the low income
groups ol Mirpur and its adja
cent areas

lil] Golartek mela The mela
is held for one day only on the
first of Baishak. The main
items of trade at this mela are
as usual. handicrafts and cot
tage industry products and also
various food items and sweets
which attract people of low fi
nancial strata in lucal areas
With the spread of urbanisa
tion. the me'la has been gradu
ally losing much of its past
lustre

ltii) Badda mela: The mela
is held in the precincts of the
Badda bazar. The process ol
urbanisation also has limited
the area of the mela. Earthen
wares, items of daily family ne-

cessities made from bamboo
and cane small items of
wooden Murniture, merry-go

rounds, circus. cinema shows,
glan bangles toloured specta

cles for children. puffed rice
various edible items fried in oil
torm the main ingrechents of
the mela. No delinite informa

tion is available about the time
of origin of this mela. But some
old timers of the locality are of
the opinion that the mela had
originated more than (filty
years ago

(tv] Baishakhi mela at
Bangla Academy: The Bangla
Academy authorities arrange
this mela which lasts for
seven dayvs from the (first
Baishak. As elsewhere. prod
ucts of cottage industries and
handicraft items. earthen
wares of various shapes and
designs painted with colour

take a predominant place
among the dispayed items for
sale. Nowadays., the city

traders also participate in this

Fighting in Lebanon continues

Israel, Hezbollah ignore
UN call for truce

TYRE. Lebanon, Apr 19: |s
rael and Hezbollah today ig-
nored a UUN call for an imme
diate ceasefire in Lebanon as
Israeli air strikes and shelling
killed four fiphters and the
Shi'ite guerillas pummeled
galilee with rockets.

Both sides said it was up 1o
the other to initiate any cease-
fire., after world horror at
Thursday's bloodbath at a UN
base in Cana. southerh Le-
banon. when lIsraeli shelling
killed at least 97 refugees.

In the latest attacks three
Iranian-backed Hezbollah
fighters were killed and two
others seriously wounded dur-

Garments workers
threaten agitation

Garments workers at a rally
yesterday demanded bonus for
Eid-ul-Azha and salaries, in-
cluding all arrear dues: and
overtime, by April 25, reports
UNB.

Otherwise, they threatened
agitation, including gherao of
the garment factory owners, to
realise their demands. The
management would have to
bear all the consequences,
they said.

Organised by the Jatiya
Garments Sramik Federation,
the rally was addressed by
Alamgir Sikder, Sabana Rah-
man, Lovely Biswas, Safia
Parveen. Mojibur Rahman
Pintu, Wahiduzzaman and Ka-
mal Hossain

Share trading
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remain active whatever
changes take place in the po-
litical arena because they do
not have alternatives, he said.

However, if the rates of in-
terest otfered by the banks in-
crease then there is a chance
of withdrawal of capital from
the security market, Jawlader
[eared.

"Our, market is a traders-
dominated market where not
more than one per cent of
buyers can keep their invest-
ments for more than one year,"
he said.

"So there is no possibility
of any major changes in the
security market unless foreign
investors come again in large
scale, he added.

On an average 1 lakh 82
thousand shares and deben-
tures worth Tk 3.93 crores
exchanged hands daily durin
the last week against 1 lakh 5
thousands shares valued at
3.47 core during the previous
week. :

The average number of
traded issues was 107. Of them
47 gained, 52 suffered losses
and 8 remained unchanged.

The. volume leader of the
week were, Beximco Pharma
(1,11120), Eastern Housin
(75,240), Beximco Lt
(40,100), Reckitt and Colman
(38,200) AMCL Pran (30.925),
Bata Shoe (38,580), Meghna
Cement (27,880) Shine Pukur

(15,450) Ashraf Textile
(21,855) Appex Weavin
(28.030) and BOC Banglades

(21.250).

ing an lsraeli air rald against
one of their strongholds in
south Lebanon. police said

Artillery also fired into the
Palestinian relugee camp of
Rashidiveh tor the first time,
killing one Palestinian fighter
and wounding two others

Despite a call from the UN
Securily Council lor a ceasefire
and flurry of diplomatic activity
led by the United States and
France aimed at brokering a
ceasefire. [sraeli warplanes
again fired near civilian areas.

Warplanes flew at least
eight raids over the southern
port of Tyre. including the
suburbs where residents were
still sheltering. firing air-to-
surface missiles and bombs as
well as Nabativeh to the east,
police said

Hundreds of artillery shells
were fired with Israeli puns
pounding areas around
Nabativeh and the Hezbollah
strongholds in the Iglim al-
Tuffah Heights above Sidon.
police said.

There was no jmmediate
casually toll from the latest

9 killed
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include Ziaur Rahman. 40. Aj-
mal Hossain, 26, Asaduzzaman.
35, A Rahman, 20, and A Awal,
32.

A case was liled with Tr-
ishal police.

Our Correspondent from
Sirajganj adds: Three persons
including a bus driver were
killed and 30 passengers were
injured when a Sirajganj-bound
bus collided with a Bogra-
bound truck Thursda]{a night
near Bhuyaganti in ijganj
thama on Nagarbari-Bogra
highway. The seriously injured
12 passengers were admitted
to the Bogra Mahammad Alj
Hospital.

The bodies were sent to the
Sirajgan] Sadar Hospital for au-
topsy and a case was lodged
with Raiganj police.

AL polls body
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The order from the then
Prime Minister's Office stop-
ping probe into allegations of
corruption against ministers,
MPFs and leaders and workers
of the BNP still remained ef-
fective, the meeting said.

It demanded cancellation of
the order and immediate steps
to probe the allegations against
‘corrupt former prime minis-
ter, members of her family,
ministers, MPs and leaders

and workers" and declaring
the corrupt people unfit for
contesting the elections.

The meeting reiterated the
party demands for immediate
placing of the defence minis
under the Chief Adviser an
cancellation of licences of
20,000 arms which, it alleged,
were distributed among maas-
tans and members of BNP's
front organisations.

The ALCWC also reiterated
the demands for updating the
voters' list, expediting the ille-
gal arms recove rive and
removing political appointees
from various government or-

anisations and autonomous
es.

mela. Since most of the visi-
lors Lo this mela are urbanites,
the mela has acquired some
aspects of urban culture. This
has become a favourite spot for
outings with the city dwellers
and as such it draws a heavy
crowd of visitors.

vl Baisakhi mela on
Dhanmondi playground: The
mela is more notable for its
wide range of indigenous
products displayed together
with other characteristic fea-
tures of a mela This mela is
held for a week from the first
of Baishak under the auspices
of the BSCIC The large-scale
colourful arrangement of the
displayed items and the well-
decorated stalls draw huge

crods every day while the mela
conunues

ivi}] A Baisakhl mela has
heen held in Guilshan-2 on Ist
Baishak for three days by the
sponisor of the children's park
known as wonderland

The role of Baisakhi melas
in the enrichment of Bengall
culture and in the promotion
of our handicrafts and cot
industries has been undoubt-
edly great This is evidenced
by the interest taken by the
BSCIC and the Bangla Academy
in organising two separate
meals in the city. Apart from
the contribution of these melas
to the cause ol socio-economic
progress by virtue of their cre-
ation of innovative styles in the
products of our indigenous en-
terprises, they serve as popu-
lar venues as recreati out-
lets for large numbers of dif-
terent classes of city dwellers
suflering from deficiency of
recreational facilities. Thus.
notwithstanding the commer-
cial considerations, the impact
of these melas In promoting
social intercourse in the com-
munity is no less important. So
it behoves the authorities con-
cerned to sée that adequate
incentives are made available
to the promoters of these me
las so that the latter can pla
effective roles in the social,
cultural and economic life of

our people.

One more AK rifle

found in Purulia

PURULIA, Apr 19: One
more AK 56 rifle was recov-
ered by the police from
Jhalda-Joypur area in Purulia
district last night, acco to
P Nirajnayan, 5uperln{s:|:£nt
of police, said here today. re-
ports PTI.

With this. a total of four AK
26 rifles had been recovered

from the district during the
past two months,

DU senators
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sent a notice to the VC as per
rules to convene a meeting of
the Senate to discuss these ir-
regularities. But the VC did not
respond to that although he
was bound o convene Senate
meeting after being notified b

at least 30 members, they said.

The senators urged the
caretaker government to en-
sure recovery of arms from the
L:amﬁus for maintaining a
heathy academic atmosphere.

The press conference was
altended by, among others, Dr
ATM Zahurul Haque, Dr AAMS
Arefin Siddique, Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Dr Anwar Hossain,
pral Harun-ur-Rashid, prof
Shahadat Ali and prof M Ak-
lanizzaman.

Advocate Sayed Ahmed,
registered graduates repre-
sentative to the DU senate,
read out the written statement
al the press conference.

Text book crisis
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NCTB in this regard.

‘Before giving them the
positives to print and market
about two crore books, it was
clearly explained to the TBPSA
that the work should be com-
pleted within five days, and
they should also engage more
printing presses to meet the
deadline,” he said.

The association, ignoring
the urgency, gave the job to
only 30 presses — automati-
cally delaying the process, one
source alleged. =1

A top official of the Ministry
of Education said that in
January, the country's schools
were given instructions "to ar-
range sports and other extra-
curricular activities for the
students until the books were
available.”

In addition to scarcity of
books for classes six and nine,
books for classes seven and
eight also vanished from the
markets only to be available for
twice the price, officials and
others concerned said, alleg-
ing large scale hoarding.

A publisher at B a Bazar,
who has been. in business since
1965, said that the failure to
meet the demand for text
books could be attributed to
the political unrest in the
country as well as an unprece-
dented rush in the printing
sector.

After court ruling in favour
of printing note books late last
year, which had been banned
in the eighties, thousands of
publishers took to printing of
notebooks, said Mohammad
Mozammel, who is also a
member of the TBPSA. At the

same time, text books had to
be printed, he added.

"This created an enormous
jam in the printing sector and
unusual pressure on its limited

| resources.” Mozammel said.

Jamaat Secretary General Matiur Rahman Nizami addressing a public meeting at the |

Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday

— Star photo

AL to ensure fair prices
of agri products : Hasina

President ol the Ba
Awami League Sheikh Hasina
yesterday reiterated her
par'y’'s commitment to provide
required subsidy and inputs to
the agriculture sector with a
view to rejuvenating the main
ltfeline the national econ
omy, reports BSS.

"We will also provide agri-
cultural loans on easy lerms
under specific policy guide-
lines to the farmers w are
the main players in the na-
tional economy,” she said
while inaugurating a month
long member collection drive
of the Bangladesh Krishak
League at the party's Dhan-
mondi office.

The programme is being
held marking the found an-
niversary of the Bangladesh Kr
ishak League which was estab-
lished by country's 'founding
father Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman 24 years ago
for the development of ul-
ture sector and farmers of the
CoOuntry,

The inaugural function was

resided over 2]1;1 Krishak
Ecagut President aj] Rashed
Mosharral Its General Secre-
tary Mizanur Rahman Manu
gave a brief resume about the
establishment of this wing of
the Awami League.

The Awami League chief
said her party, if voted to
power. would stabilise the
rices of essentials and ensure
air prices of agricultural prod-
ucts for the greater benefit of
the farmers.

"We will introduce a welfare
oriented management 5{’31&::1
for marketing agricultural
products so that farmers are
not deprived of fair prices.”
she added.

She said. farmers are con-
tributing a larger part to the
national economy and the
Awami League will do its best
for providing all possible sup-
port to this section of the peo-
ple in the greater interest of
the nation.

Sheikh Hasina said. the
main objective of the
Bangladesh Awami League is to
ensure development of farmers
in all respects including edu-
cation, health. providing land

2 JCD activists

beaten up on
DU campus

By DU Correspondent

At least two activists of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
were beaten up and another
activist was injured in cocktail
blast at around 2:30 pm yes-
terday in front of the Surya
Sen Hall of the Dhaka
University.

Sources said, Rafigq and
Biplab of the Surya Sen Hall
were beaten up by some JCD
activists of the Mohsin Hall.
Rival group of the JCD from
Surya Sen Hall chased the at-
tackers and blasted some
cocktails in which Mukut, a
JCD worker of Mohsin Hall was
injured.

Two rival groups then ex-
changed 8 to 10 rounds of
E:;ns ots from their respective

adesh

Police conducted an instant
raid on some specific rooms of
these two halls but could not
recover any arms. Nobody was

arrested during the raids.

to the landless and establish
ment of agriculture-based in
dustries to reduce
between rural and urban life

"With all these measures
the rural economy will be
placed on a solid footing, thus
empowering the rural folk to
earn their bread and support
other needs which they have
been dreaming for long.” she
sald

Referring to BNP s [ive
years rule, the Awami League
chief said the rural economy
and agriculture were destroyerd
during that period due o ram
ant corruption by the HBNP
eaders and workers

‘Unbridled corruption and
lcoting by the BNP government
has completely shattered the
hopes and aspirations of the
farmers. she sald adding that
a number of farmers had to
give up their lives in gunfire

when they demanded fler
tiliser
Sheikh Hasina described

the fertiliser scandal during
the BNP rule as the most
heinous incident which took
the toll of farmers’ life and led
the county towards acute food

crisis instead of sell-suffi-
ciency
The Awami League chiel

said the BNP's Inefficiency,
corruption. politicisation and
looting of government money
had destabilised the adminis-
tration, democratic institu
tions and the national life for
the last five years

"No instituuon could func:
tion democratically due to the
unwanted interference of the
BNP leaders and workers dur-
ing the period.” she said.

Free Ershad for
fair polls: Moudud

Jatiya Party presidium
member Moudud Ahmed yes-
terday urged the caretaker
government to release former
President H M Ershad 'sho-
wing respect to democracy.

reports B55.
Addressing a rally at Mirpur |
in the city. he said the neu-

trality of the caretaker gov-
ernment is at stake as the
former president is still de-
tained in jail even after the ‘fall
of the BNP government'.

He said a free and fair elec-

tion can be held only after the |

release of former president
Ershad.

Speaking on the occasion,
JP presidium member Kazi
Zafar Ahmed hailed Sheikh
Hasina for her recent an-
nouncement to reintroduce
the upazila system if elected to
power. He said that though late
she had realised the reality
and necessity of the system.

Zafar said the release of
former president Ershad is
also a realistic demand and
urged all to accept the reality.

He ruled out any possibility
of alliance between the Jatiya
Party and BNP saying “"there
cannot be any alliance with
autocratic and corrupt BNP",

He also demanded publica-
tion of white papers on the al-
leged corruptions done by BNP
leaders.

Jatiya party leaders Col
(Retd) M A Malek and Shah
Mohammad Abu Zafar, among
others, spoke on the occasion
while Belal Ahmed was in the
chair.

L |

the gap

Jamaat rally
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harms the

siressed

Party Seq rrtaquv
Matiur Rahman Nizami
that il voted to power.
rany would bring about revo-
utionary changes in agricul

and introduce interest [ree

hanking system to establish a

wellare soctety

The meeting was also ad
riressed among others Ab
bas Ali Khan, Abul Kalam Md
Yousul. Yousul A, Delwar Hos
sain Sayedi
Ahsan Md Mujahid Md Qua
maruzzaman and Abdul Qader
Mollah

secretary to
Chief Adviser

By Staff Correspondent

M Muhaddes has been ap
pointed Press Secretary Lo
Chief Adviser Justice Habibur
Rahman He jolned the new
post on Thursday.

M Muhaddes who |s se

ﬂ[_)_eaths of servicemen in Chechnya
Yeltsin to punish guilty
Russian commanders

MOSCOW, April, 19: Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin said today
he was shocked by the loss of
scores of his servicemen in a
Chechen rebel ambush and
&lcdged to punish those

nacnwﬂ commanders who
were ty, reports Reuter.

115: military Icaduuhép is
to blame and will be hel -
sponsible for what has hap-
pened,” Itar-Tass news agency

uoted Yeltsin as saying.

eltsin was reacting for the
first time to reports that over
70 Russian servicemen had
been killed on Tuesday in a
rebel ambush.

"It is a tragedy for Chech-
nya, for the whole of Russia,
for the president,” Yeltsin said,
"It i1s now clear who wants war
and who wants peace.”

Yeltsin said he would not
abandon his attempts to find a

eaceful solution to the
hechen conflict.
'‘Despite this tragedy. |

| want the peace plan to be im-

plemented. both through talks
and through a rebuft to the
bandits,” he was guoted by
Tass as saying.

The number of the Russian
servicemen killed in Tuesday's
ambush was not clear, but the
latest Tass report said 76 were
killed and 54 wounded when a
group of rebels attacked a Rus-
sian military convoy.

Meanwhile, ten people
were killed and 25 wounded
today when a bomb hit a village

just outside the rebel region of

Chechnya, Itar-Tass news
agency said quoting a local of-
ficial.

Valentin Volvach, chief
prosecutor of the neighbouring
region of Ingushetia, told Tass
the bomb hit the village of
Arshty. no more then five kms
from the rebel stronghold of
Bamut in Chechnya itself
Other reports said Bamut was
bombed and shelled by Russian

forces today

as Director General of the Ex
terrial Publicity in the Ministry
ol Foreign Affairs, will continue
to hold the post concurrently,

A media man, Muhaddes
joined the erstwhile Pakistan
Radio Servigce in the sixties
and served in different capaci-
Lies

Youngman's body
recovered

By Staff Correspondent

Body of an unidentified boy,
aged about 15, was found hang-
ing from a Bokul tree at Ramna
Park in the early hours of Fri-
day. according to police
sources. Ramna police recov-
ered the body around 2 am
yesterday and sent it to the
DMCH for autopsy. A UD case
has been field with the thana.

Nazmul Islam. 25, was elec-
trocuted when he stepped on a
live wire while walking on a
road at Begun Bari, Tejgaon.

49 arms recovered.
28 arrested

Police recovered 49 fire-
arms from across the country
during the last 24 hours. an
official handout said here yes-
terday evening. reports BSS.

The recovered arms in-
cluded one rifle. one sowed off
ritle, four revolvers, one pistol.
three single barrel guns, three
cut guns and 29 pipeguns.

During the period 28 per-
sons were arrested on charges
of keeping illegal arms.

Since April 1, police have
s0 far recovered 527 different
type of firearms and arrested
430 persons for possessing the
arms, the handout said.

BTTH
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The press release noted
that although it has been al-
leged by some quarters that
the Chairman of the BTTB has
been instrumental in awarding
lucrative contracts to certain
parties during the last three
ears, the truth is that he has

en in this post for one year

only and during this period no
such contracts have been
awarded at all.
The largest on-going pro-
ject is the 1,50,000-line digi-
tal telephone project valued at
Tk 1200 crore. This project
was evaluated and the contract
was awarded prior to the in-
cumbent Chairman’'s tenure.
"Nevertheless, since this pro-
ject has to be implemented in
view of pending demand, the
resent Chairman is making
is best efforts to expedite its
implementation and
per cent of the work has been
completed.”

The press release also

noted that attempts are being
made by some vested quarters
to link extension of the pre
sent Chairman's tenure to "the
baseless allegation of his being
affiliated to a particular politi-
cal party," and explained that
"extension of tenure of service
of efficient technical officers in
the greater national interest of
the country and the people is
an established practice.”
"The fact that different
employees unions of T&T
Board (affiliated with different
litical parties) and the BCS
elecom Association have pub-
licly felicitated the Chairman
for impartial and efficient
management of the BTTB and
have hailed extension of his
services merely serves to high
light this,' the release further
ed

lollowers ol other
religions or women s rights. he
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DHAKA SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1996

|4 people were killed and

another 47 wounded in heavy fighung Friday between militi-

amen of rival faction leaders in southern

. wit-

nesses and hospital staff said. reports AP

e Y i R
US envoy in India Common strategy

accused of

favouring Cong

NEW DELHI. Apr 19- A se-
nior leader of India's largest

u?oﬂﬁun accused the
US ambassador Friday of trying

to :rtl;"]umce voters in this
month s general election
favouring the governing Cm;r,-
ess Party. reports AP

The Bharatiya Janata Party's
former president. Murli
Manohar Joshi said that Frank
Wisner's statements def
the free-market reforms that
Rao introduced five years ago
?m““mﬂd te a endorsement of

ongress Part licies and

fﬂl’lfﬁﬁﬂ:lf!- i

By asserting that economic
reforms are to continue in
India. the American diplomat
is trying to undercut those
parties who are either against
the reforms or want the re-
lorms to be altered.” Joshi told
the Press Trust of india news
aﬂ-rm]v in an interview

Indians begin voting for a
new Parliament on April 27
and the economic reforms are
being used by the Congress
parly as an important exampie
ol good nance

he JP elections mani
festo suggest the reforms
wollld be continued If it came
to power But Joshi and other
party hardliners favour contr
olling any for investment
that exposes h:gfn businesses
to harsh competition or that
dilutes India's Hindu culture

with too many westernized
products

Chandrika to
visit China

COLOMBO, Apr 19: Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
is scheduled to leave for China
next week on a goodwill visit,
the first by a Sri Lankan head
of state in two decades, ;fm-
ernment official said Friday
reports AP,

Kumaratunga will meet with
Chinese President Jiang
Zemin, Prime Minister Li Peng
and Vice Premier Zhu Rongji
during her lour-day visit.

The visit is aimed al pro-
moting bilateral trade, and Mrs
Kumaratunga would be accom-
panied by Trade Minister

ID card project
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"The electoral database
must be maintained at all
times since the electoral roll is
an ongoing process. There will

omissions, inclusions, cor-
rections every now and so the
database is a must." the official
pointed out.

Implementation of the Tk
180 crore ID card Project fell

behind schedule due to various
reasons. As a result, the EC
had to seek amendments to
the relevant law passed by par-
liament earlier, under which
every
provided with an ID card.

eligible voter had to be

The ordinance which en-

abled the EC to conduct the
February 15 elections without
the issuance of ID card to the
voters, however, became inop-
erative as the short-lived sixth
Parliament failed to pass it as

an Act. EC is now seeking
fresh promulgation of the or-
dinance.

for CHT peace
stressed

RANGAMATI. Apr 19: A
seminar fitled “the prospect of
peace in Hill Tracts
is bright,” was held at the

Shi auditorium here

terday e reports Bsg-'
Organised by Parbatya Cha-

tra Sangsad. seminar was

presided over sangsad pres-
idenit Rajibur mby :

Visiting professor of the
George Town University, Was-
“‘,‘}Em“- Dr K M Haq Kaiser,
CHT Natienal Coordination and
Peace Council president Saiful
isilam Dildar, tribal leaders
Suniti Bikash Chakma. Arun
Bikash Tripura, CHT NCPC
leaders Ruhul Amin, advocate
Muktar Ahmed Deepali Dewan
were ameng others. who par-
Micipated in the seminar.

The BF“EI". unaerscor=d J
the importance of out a

comunon stra for perma-
neni peace in %Ltum Hill
Tracts

They urged the government
committee of Chit Hill
Tracis affairs andlm an
apex body of tribal

to make the on-
MOTe m in order to
solve the Chittagong Hill
Tracts problems.

They also called for
F.‘!pPFill:; - repatriation
process tri
te their homeland. refug

BNP pledges
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Fetiruary 15 polls.” However,
some popular issues” will be
incorporated, he added.

The manifesto is also ex-
pecied o promise compensa-
tion to the industries and their
workers affected during the
recent non-cooperation
movement by three political
Earnry (Awami Le . Jatlya

arty and Jamaat-e-lslami).

HBSS adds: BNP joint secre-
tary general Abdul Manmnan

Bhuivan said y that the
election esto of the

will be announced after the
declaration - of the election
schedule.

He was briefing newsmen
at the party's central office at
Naya Paltan.

Bhuiyan told a questione
that it was untrue that the BNP
was now ing the elec ’
tion must take place within
May this year. He said that it
was the d of the other
parties o hold election to the
seventh Jatiya by May.

'BNP had accepted the
challenge to join the election
by May.” he said "We do
not understand where is the
difficulty to participate in the
election within Mnyl:‘."i

Bhuiyan reiterated the
arty's stand in il-
egal arms by maintaining -

lute neutrality by the caretaker
government.

‘We want illegal arms re-
covery irrespective of party af-
filiations,” he said, a s |
will not be acceptable if only
the BNP leaders and workers
were harassed in the name of
arms recovery.”

Replying to a question. the
BNF joint secret general
said his party was discussing
how to strengthen further the
local government institutions

ensuring its representative
character.
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W Uttara Bank Limited
Branch Shifting
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::g Uttara Bank Limited TR Y
i Fakirapool Branch has been
#HEHEH Shifted to the following address and i
SRS starts functioning from today (20-4-96):

Ufiara Bank Lt

Fakirapool Branch,
3, Motijheel Inner Circular Road (1st floor), :
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Fakirapool, Dhaka.
Fakirapool Br irapool, Dhaka, it
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Our valued chients and well-wishers ?

are requested to contact and transact
at the new premises
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