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China will extend

pension benefits
to all workers

BEIJING. Apr 19: Pensions
and insurance covering unem-
‘ployment and medical care
to cover
workers throughout China, a
senior official was guoted as

will be extended

saying on Friday. reports AP.

The, comprehensive system
com-
pulsory for all employers and
employees in China. the China

will eventually become

Daily reported. .
Laws establishing the sys-

tem will be in place by 2000,

the re

saying.

China will set up a.new
medical insurance system to
replace the free medical care

system in cities that has been
in place for decades under the
commfunist government.

The new system is desﬁncd
rt_

to prevent abuse of medic .
sources and alleviate the bur-
den of heavy medical bills. At-
tempts to reform the medical
system have meant that in-
creasingly costs are passed on
to patients.

A pilot project for medical

insurance was introduced in

six cities and Hainan province
last year and will be extended
to B0 cities in a pilot pro-
gramme. the report said.

In the next five years, acci-
dent and maternity insurance
will be extended to at least 80
per cent of China'd cities and
countries.

Sudan stops debt
payments

to IMF

KHARTOUM, Apr 19: Sudan
has stopped its debt
to the international Monetary
Fund because it can nd longer
afford them, the governor of
the Central Bank said in pub-
lished A;:marka Thursday, re-

ports AP.
"We have sto ?ed paying
the sum to the IlF since last

Janu because of our inabil-
ity,” ir Mohammed Hassan,
the bank governor. told the

Modern Sudan newspaper.

He promised that the
country would resume pay-
*ments when it could. .

Sudan has a foreign debt of
more. than 16 billion dollars, of
which an estimated 1.7 dollars
is owned to the IMF.

After falling into arrears,
Sudan resumed token pay-
ments to the /MF in January
1995 to avoid becoming the
first country expelled from the
Washington-based institution.

The nation has been torn tgv
a civil war since 1983 whic
has burt commerce and
drained the treasury of needed
development funds. The war
pits the Islamic North against
rébels who have been fighting
for autonomy for southern
Christians and animists.

Consumer prices have been

rising rapidly, and the value of
the Sudanese nd has been
depreciating. e pound cur-

rently is trading at about 1,260
. to the dollar, compared with
about 600 in mid- 1995,

In the interview, Hassar
blamed rising government
outlays and heavy government
borrowing from the banking
systemn for inflation that has

oubled the prices of some
goods over the past year.

He said the Central Bank
was pushing for a reduction in
government ‘spending and
other anti-inflation measures

British public
deficit in
March $14.5b

LONDON, Apr 19: The Bri-
tish public deficit in March
was 96 billion pounds (145
billion dollars). the office of
national statistics reported

y. reports AFFP.

This . figure, which was

broadly in line with market
tions. t the total

icit for 1995-96 to 32.2 bil-
hion . This is mere than
three billion pounds above the
government target for this fis-

the budget presenied in
November last year. the chan-
cellor of the excheguer Ken-
neth Clarke allowed for a
deficit of 29 billion pounds for
_the 1995-96 fiseal
March 1996.

This reduces the scope for
vole-winning tax cuts in the
budget in November this year.
The governing Conservative
Party, which is some 30 points
behind the tion Labour
Party inrc;ﬁ»ininn polls, must
call gene elections by May
next year.
Most of the overshoot in the
target for the shortfall between
government revenue and
mhd known as the public
sector borrowing requirement
(PSBR), was t:a:}gucﬂ by a short-
fall in tax receipts mainl

Value Tax
tion (c tax.
totalled 244 .8 billion
pounds in 1995-96,
with the treasury's forecast of
247 .2 billion :
In the same period, central
vernment spending was
.3 billionn pounds, above the
treasury's forecast of 278.8 bil-
lion potinds.

Kenneth Clarke said: "My
main aim is not just tax-cutting
... the main adm is to make sure
we have the most successful

in Western Europe.”

He insisted. however, that
the government deficit was on
a downward trend: “"What mat-
ters is that we are delivering a
downward path. PSBR is going
to be a long way down on last

year "

CO

rt quoted a vice minis-
ter of labour, Wang Jianlun. as
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aliens working
eastern United States, says

Gorelick, according to USIS.

A total of 1,17
31 countries (8 from the Mid-
dle East/South Asia region)
were arrested in 19 states,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Is-
lands in a series of raids
18 to April 12, she told re-
porters April 17.

Gorelick and Deputy INS
Commissioner Chris Sale said

_—

that the raids are part of the
Clinton administration’s con-
tinuing crusade against employ-
ment of unauthorised aliens.
"The administration is
committed to reduce the mag-
net of job ngpurtuniti:s for il-
legal aliens by targeting illegal
practices that undercut law-
abiding businesses and autho-
rised workers. Let there be no
mistake about it, we mean
business when it comes to
worksite enforcement.,” Gore-

Deputy Attorney General Jamie

aliens from

arch

1176 illegal work

WASHINGTON, Apr 19: The
Immigration and Naturalisation
Service has in recent weeks
arrested over a thousand illegal
in more than
100 businesses across the

lick declared.
Gorelick stressed that the

acceleration of these enforce-
ment programmes will in no

way mean lesseni of border
controls. "The Border Control
Initiative has made it harder

for illegal aliens to get here.
The goal of our worksite en-
forcement efforts is to take
away their reason to come in
the first place.” she said.

The worksite enforcement
operation n when INS ob-
tained varidbus leads about
businesses and industries that
are often associated with ille-
gal employment, such as food
processing, garment manufac-
turing, and construction.
Although the initial raids fo-
cused on the illegal workers,
follow-up probes will likely
lead to prosecution or civil
penalties against those em-
ployers found to have know-
ingly violated the law. said
Gorelick dand Sale.

In addition, three business
could lose their federal con-
tricts and be barred from
competing for such contracts

BUSINESS

WTO to set up panels in

again, in accordance with an
executive order signed by the
president last February, Sale
pointed out.

"The operations concluded
last week are not unusual. INS
has made worksite enforce-
ment a priority. Our agents are
out every day across the coun-
Lr{. targeting illegal employers
who sregard immigration
laws, and working with federal
and local agencies to reriove
illegal workers and make those
jobs available to legal workers. "
she said.

The 1.176 arrested aliens
include three criminals, one of
whom was wanted for at-
tempted murder in New York.
At least 14 had outstanding
warrants for deportation. Most
of the others have already been
deported as well, said Sale.

Most of the arrested per-
sons came from Latin America:
Mexico 784, Ecuador 83. El
Salvador 65, Guatemala 60,
Honduras, 36, Venezuela 29,
Colombia 21, Brazil 19, Peru
18, Dominican Republic 18,
Jamaica 6, Nicaragua 3, Do-
minica 3. St. Lucia 2, Costa

ers held in US

Rica 1, Haiti 1.

The rest came from 15
other countries in every region
of the world, including South
Asia, the Middle East and

North Africa: India 3. Lebanon

2, Egypt 2 and Morocco 1.

The operation was a coop-
erative eflort involving federal,
state, and local law enforce-
ment agencies. Not only immi-

ration issues were involved:
he US Labour Department
took part, and is charging
some of the businesses with
wage-hour violations including
paying sub-minimum wages.
Labor also says the businesses
enFaged in unauthorised with-
holding of wages owed to the
workers.

Freeing the 1,176 jobs
opened up 15 3% million in an-
nual wages for legal workers.
Some of the jobs paid up to 13
per hour, according tc Sale.

The two officials said the
INS is in the process of in-
creasing the number of its
agents from 300 to about 700,
guaranteeing that more such
raids will take place.
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President Abdur Rahman Biswas at Bangabhaban on Thursday

tion led by its president Abul Khair Khawza called on .

— PID photo

India-US textile disputes

GENEVA, Apr 19: The
World Trade- Organisation on
yesterday agreed to sel up two
dispute panels to study com-
Blajntu by India that the

nited States is viola open
trade rules with restrictions
on Indian clothing imports,
says Reuter.

The decision, taken in the
WTO's Dispute Settlement
Body (DSB), was automatic
after a US refusal to agree on
the panels at an earlier meet-
ing last month. :

Trade sources said the two
sides might agree later to
merge the two panels, which
under DSB statutes have to be
lormed within 30 days and
then report their findings
within a further six months.

The disputes concern year-
old US import quotas on
women's and girls wool coats
and on woven woolshirts and
blouses, which Washington
imposed as transitional mea-
sures it argued were legal un-
der WTO accords to guard
domestic producers.

But the cases have a wider

significance, reflecting con-
cern among developing coun-
tries at what they see as the
slow pace of opening of mar-
kets in major econdmies to
their products under 1994
world trade accords.

Some Asian trading powers
have also criticised the WTO's
Textile Monitoring Body
(TMB), established under the
1994 accords to oversee the
phase-out over 10 years of the
old multi-fibre arrangement on
mternational textile trade and
its replacement by the 1994
agreement on textilgs. and
clothing. '

India had originally taken
both cases to the TMB, which
found in one that United
States had not demonstrated it
was suffering serious damage
from Indian imports but could
not agree if there was a threat
of damage. |

In the other, it found in
favour of US arguments that
actual treat of serious damage
from a sharp increase of im-

ports from India had been

" provern.

"EU farms shed 205000

jobsin '95

BRUSSELS, Apr 19:. Farms
in the European Union shed
the equivalent of 205,000 full-
time jobs last year but the rate
of nontraction of emplo t
in the sector is slowing, Euro-
stat said yesterday, reports
AFP.

According to a report pub-
lished by the EU Statistics Of-
fice, the total number of hours
worked on farms in the union
fell by 2.8 cent in 1995,
compared with 3.7 per cent
the year before and 5.1 per
cent in 1993.

The report highlighted the
success of farms in eastérn
Germany in adapting to the
less labour-intensive farming
methods of the West.

For the first time since the
reunification of Germany, the
fall in labour input into farms

in the old lander was bigger —
three times bigger — than in
the new lander.

“"With less than one person
in five now working in the new
lander. a large part of the
structural adjustment process
can seen to have alre taken
place,” the report notcd‘f

The overall fall in labour in-
E:ut was heavily influenced by a

.4 ‘per cent contraction in
Italy., which accounts for a
quarter of EU agricultural em-
ployment.

Although the trend of labour
contraction is slowing, the
still-high level of job shedding
will cause concern as farmin
communities across the E
brance themselves for a new
wave of redundancies as a re-
sult of the slump in beef con-
sumption II:ELIHJ by the "mad
cow” crisis.

Reconstruction work in Beirut stops

-

BEIRUT. Apr 19: Work has
stopped on major reconstruc-
tion projects in Beirut because
contractors fear Israeli air
strikes. and damage from the
blitz will halve Lebanon's’grow-
th rate this year. officials said
yesterday, reporis Reuter.

Work on a 50.000-seat
sports stadium and a major ex-
tension of Beirut airport had
halted. Nabil al-Jisr, sident
of the government's Cotmmit-
tee for Development and Re-
construction (CDR) said.

Repair of damage to (wo
electricity sub-stations near
Betrut rocketed by Israeli war-
planes this week will take up
to 18 months to complete. the
state glectricity utility EDL said

The damage to the sub-sta-
tions has reduced Lebanorn's
power ,nupgg lo two hours in
every 12, L said in a com-
munique published in Beirul
newspapers on Thursday

Central bank Governor Riad
Salameh said the impact of Is
rael's eight-day - old hﬂlx on Le
banon will cut the country's
growth rate this year Ly hall

"There is no doubt that the
Lebanese econemy will pay the
price for this war.” Salameh
said In a television interview
on Wednesday night.

"The rate of growth that
was expected to be between
five and 6.5 per cent might

shrink to two or three per
cent.” he said.

Jisr said the British com-
pany Trafalgar House Plc had
stopped work on the sports
stadium and Hochtief AG ol
Germany and stopped work on
the airport.

"Work on the sports city has
stopped because the company
fears there could be Israell air
attacks.” Jisr said in a tele-
vised statement.

He said Hochtief also
sto work on the airport
for fear of Israeli air raids. The
project is one of the biggest
contracts In Lebanons multi
billien dollars reconstruction

programine

D‘Fll;c stadium and airport are
both close 1o Beirut's Shi'ite
Muslim southern suburbs

which Israeli Lielicoptcrs have
rocketed five times in eight
days. causing civilian and mili-
lary casualties in an apparent
effort to hit targets of the pro-
Iranian Hizbollah [party of god)

Jisr said the CDR had de
layed dor a month the aware ol
a major contract to overhaul
and manage Lebanon's postal
and express mail services be-
cause of the Israeli action
Other: projects would be de-
layed two or three weeks.

The official national news
agency said experis sent by
French President .Jacques
Chirac were already inspecting
the wrecked eleciricity sub
stations al Bsaleem and

JamhotGr and a French warshiF
would bring replacemen

iransiormers aiul generators
Newspapers quoted diplo-
matic sources as saying French
Foreign Minister Herve De
Chareite had demanded during
a visit to Tel Aviv that lsrael
stop targeting infrastructure
projects on which French
technicians werc working and
which are major elemenis in

from fear of Israeli attack

Lebanon's seconstruction pro-
gramime

Israeli warplanes fired
rockets into the substations on
Sunday and Monday. The
Jamhour attack caused power
ruts outside Beirutl and the at-
tack on B=aleemn crippled the
countrv s power supply. EDL

said 1t would take 18 months
to repair the Bsaleem plant
once the parts arrived.

Jamhour could be repaired in
four months. .

Electricitv Minister Elias
Hobeika has said repair of
Bsaleem will cost up to 80 mil-
lion dollars the national elec-
tricity supply could be re-
stored to 16 hours a day within
three months of the end Is-
rael s hombardments ol Le-
banonr. he said.

The attacks crippled Le-
banons daily power supply
only three months after the
government had restored 24-
hour power for the first time
since the start of the 1975-90
civilwar, aflter more than three
years of work.

Violence hurts Egypt's
tourism industry

CAIRO, Apr 19: The Sphinx
and the Great Pyramids have

long lured foreign visitors to
Egypt. but violence Muslim
extremists has hurt coun-

try's tourism industry. says AP.

Alter two years of slow
business, tourism has started
making a healthy recovery,
boasting a record number of
visitors last year. Now, the
country fears a setback, after
gunmen opened fire Thursday
at a hotel near the Pyramids,
killing 18 elderly Greek
tourists.

No group Immediately
claimed responsibility, but po-
lice su t Muslim insurgents
who in the past have targeted
tourists in their cam to
oust the mostly secular -
ernment and install strict Is-
lamic rule.

;I"hc gnvﬂmtnt immedi-
ately began ng steps to
to reduce the I't]lof: but trlg
agents in Catro said Thursda
they were already getting c

from people fi | about going

through with planned trips to

Eg}ﬁ:.
e anxiety — especially for
tourists wanting to visit both

Egypt and Israel — already has
been heightened by recent
suicide bomb attacks in the
Jewish state. Ongoing battles

between Israeli soldiers and
guerillas in Lebanon also couid

taint Mideast tourism.

A couple of customers al-
most cancelled today.” Cairo
travel agent Sami Afifi said.

“But we dealt with it, and
they're coming.”

e said "there definitely
will be some impact” {from
Thursday's attack, but added it
could take several weeks to
sdi':r h::::v:iv-r much. He said the
plus side is "it's every tourist's
dream to visit Egypt at least

once.
Sharif Elsabei. who manages

Presidential World Travel, a
New York-based company spe-
ctalising in tours to . said
there might be some drop in
business. But he was urr':t:rta:ld'l
‘ause e S5a
B e R 40 Cairo
are already aware of the Mus-
Hm insurgency.

"From our experience... this
is normal for tourists to know
there is some kind to move-
ment against the government.”

year tlo

China lauds trade ties
- with S Korea

BELJING, |18 China's
Deputy Trade Minister lauded
trade ties with South Korea

sterday at the opening of a

lateral economic symposium
aimed at further strengthening
links between the one-time
enemies, reports AFFP

"Sino-South Korean eco-
nomic trade relations have
witnessed rapid development
during the past few years and
the prospects are bright.” Xin-
hua quoted Li Guobua, Vice
Minister of Foreign Trade and
Economic Cooperation. as say-

ng.

China, which fought
side North Korea in the 1|
53 Korean war, established
diplomatic relations with the
South in 1992, and bilateral
trade has risen an annual aver-

m 43.5 cent since, to
at 16.98 billion dollars in
1995

The number one destina-
tion for South Korean overseas
mvestment is now China, and a
total of 6,154 projects had
been establi here the
end of 1995, worth 6.9 billion
dollars In approved invest-

memnd, according to South Ko-
rean statistics. |

Sino-South Korean trade
volume in the first quarter of
1996 was 3.9 billion dollars
te 3.24 billion dol-
lars for the whole of 1992, ac-

SEOUL, Apr 19: South Korea's leading computer maker

said Friday it
ng in Thanjin. China.

plans to build a personal computer manufact

Lir -

Computer Co. which chums out 1.2 million PCs a

year
ing in 1998 a
Construction will

s to doubie t its China t start-
prndmt.u;?dw plan

n later this year, she said. Trigem

opened a sales office in last year.
Irigem. which also makes printers, modems. and other

computer accessories. has been ra

expanding in recent

muﬂnruuhuflbminthtmwm.
SHANGHAI Fixed asset investment in China's state-owned

seclor

by 16.2 per cent in the first quarter of 1996 from

the same period last year. according to the State Planning

Commission

first two months of the year,

growth in the same

cent year-on-year in
said

The data show continued

effort to

and un tabie

with 28 per

year, and surged by 'ﬂi

22

1996, the state-run Xinhua News

in the government's

progress
t inflation by curbing investment in speculative

ﬂrrcpmtuﬁdlﬁgﬁm-mﬁka:pMHmntmll'

on mvestment.

Fixed asset investment grew
quarter of 1994; 59 per cent for

per cent in 1992, it said
Analysts expect growth of

37 per cent in the first
whole of 1993. and 43

ear. First-quarter investment mm *mw

actors and delays because local
s until the National People's .

project a
mined in March a new

mrpian.u:dﬁnlu.m

BANGKOK The Commerce
proval to open an office of

set aside new
strategy for its ninth five
for Nomura International Co

will seek Cabinet ap-
affairs on the Chinese

istand of Hainan. a ministry official said Friday.

Aerospatiale of
France buys UK
battery company

PARIS, Apr 19 French
stale-controlled aerospace
H,ﬂuﬂ Aerospatiale SA said

ursday its Aerospatiale Bat-
(ASB) subsidiary has
ted the acquisition of
its British competitor, MSA
(Britain) Lid, reports AP

The takeover strengthens
the French company's domi-
nant 90 cent market share
in the European market for
thermal batteries by boostin
its annual sales to around |
million francs 20 milllon dol-
lars).

The move puts it in a better

leries
co

i

L e -

The world's longest limousine, a 14-metre long US Lincoln, is dwarfed by the fisheye lens

he said.

....

while standing with five hostesses at Frankfurt's Roemer Square in Gerinany on Wednes-

| monopoly on the US market.

position to attack the world
market leader, American
Picher, which enjoys

It would be the third such office in China, after those in

Beijing and K in Yunnan province.
The Hainan is rich in natural resources such
as iron. and would be a gateway for Thal exports to mainland

The office would also facilitate exports of Thai rice directly

to Hainan, instead of relying on the present practice of ship-

them through China.
Commerce is also urging the Foreign Min-
to open a consulate in Hainan.

land and Russia have signed an air services agree-

ment, Radio Thailand reported Friday.
The ng'mnt will pave the wayfnr three weekly flights
between Bangkok and a::ocow mdy also flights between the

two capitals with stops in either Vientiane in Laos or Hanol

Asia business briefs

and Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam. -

Seventy one airlines from 58 countries fly In and out of
Thailand at a fr of 574 ts a week.

TAIPEIL: Restrictions on ads for wine and liquor are likely
to be eased (0 smooth Talwans entry into the World Trade
Organization, officials said Friday.

Agencies decided at a meeting Thursday to allow wine ads

pers

in Nc'm:lmry and liquor commercials in magazines, the Fi-
nance said. announcement is expecied after de-
tafls are drawn up.

Taiwan has allowed wine and liquor imports in recent
years but severely restricts their advertising.
apers can only advertise wine cooler and gra
wine. each new liguor coming on the market can u-n%y g
advertised In nes for one year.
Entry in the tariff-cutting ﬁrld Trade Organization re-
quires member governments to relax various restrictions on

day. The Guinness Book of Records car, that can be rented with a driver, features two

a l whirlpools, 16 seats, four bars, a laser light-show system and a bedroom at rear. b
— AFP/UNB photo

imports

pﬂmu.m The Department of Energy has awarded separate
oil exploration contracts to Cophil ation Corp of the
Philippines and to a consortium led by Stirling Resources NL
of Australia

The Stirling grmsc.r which includes Australia's Harman Re-
sources NL and ot Ltd, was the right to explote
972.000 hectares (2.4 jon acres) in the Babuyan Channel,
northern Philippines. according to documents released by
the department :

Under the contract, the group must drill two wells within
the one-year term of the contract. After the first well is dug,

the consortium must inform the DOE within 120 days if it
will enter into a service contract, drill a second well, or re-
linquish the contract

ts financial commitments under the contract include a

300,000 dollars investment in seismic loration and an-
other 250,000 dollars per well. The penaity for non-drilling
is 125,000 dollars per well

TOKYO: New companies are being set up in Ja
slower pace than in the United States. A researcher
think tanx said Friday

Shozo Ishibashi. a general ma at Ngmura Research
Institute, told reporters that setting up high-tech venture
businesses in Japan Is difficult because of the lack of funds,
absence of al talent and other obstacles.

Japanese universities, key in ating research, lack
patent offices. he said. Professors at
not itted to set up their own businesses.

CORP, one of Japan's top electrical mach
makers. sald Friday it has established a joint venture wi
China's second-largest TV maker, Nanjing Panda Electronics
Co.

The joint venture company will and market audio-
visual products in China for the Chinese market and for ex-

i oduction is scheduled to begin In the summer of

997 - Source: AP
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At a major

ate-run universitiea are

North should hail

€CONnomic progress
of South :

NEW YORK, Apr 19: Indus-
trialised powers should wel-

come the economic 58
and improved well-being of
developing nations which are
important markets for indus-
trial countries' goods, the Di-
rector General of World Trade
Organisation said Thursday,

reports AP.
‘It is estimated that by the

end of the next decade devel-

nﬁlng countries will buy more
an one-third of the industri-

alised countries' exports,” Re-
nato Ruggiero told Gruppo
Esponenti Italiani (GEI), an
organisation of Italian busi-
nesses in the United States,
"They are already — and thev
even more in the ycars

to come — important markets

for industrial countries' goods."
In 1995, im of the 10
leading Asian

uglsrg coun-
tries totalled nearly billion
dollars, and the trade of these
countries is not just large. It is
also dynamic," ero said.

"The problem is that too
often the discussion of globali-
sation only focuses on the pain
of economic adjustment in
specific industrial sectors in
:he dﬂ:lnpt;ld cnun:]ricm not

e growing hope an r-
ity that is .ﬁpv1‘+t-.:E|«:Iinlj‘n:'gra‘e 3
ere, throughout much of the -
rest of the world," he said.
. In his address on "Trading
Into The Global Century.” Rug-
giero also noted:

— International investment
flows have grown dramatically
in the last few years, with for-
eign direct investment inflows
to all countries tutalling 225
billion dollars in 1994, up
from 50 billion dollars in a
year on average in the early
1980s. 3

— WTO membership has in-
creased to 120 countries at

resent from 77 on Jan 1,
995. Twenty-nine accession
negotiations — including those
of China and Russia — are for-
mally underway.

— rt-related jobs allow
US workers to benefit from
the higher rates of economic
growth in many dcv:luplnﬁ
countries, especially Asia an
Latin America.

‘ ‘It is worth noting ... that
or Asia — a region popularl

viewed as full eu?munlnes ag
efficient that it threatens to
overwhelm the rest of the
world — last year was the
lourth year in a row that im-
ports expanded faster than ex-
ports.” Ruggiero said. :

Storm kills 60,000

tuna fish in
Australia

ADELAIDE., r 19: A freak
storm in Australia has killed
about 60.000 tuna on com-
mercial farms, wiping out up
to 50 million US dollars in ex-
ports to Japan, officials said
yesterday, reports Reuter.

The southern bluefish tuna
died of shock and suffocation
at the coastal resort of port
Lincoln in South Australia, a
loss amoun to two-thirds of
the state's stock.

- Tuna Boat Owners Associa-
tion President Brian Jeflries
said the weekend storm was so
severe "we had substantial
mortalities from the first
shock. then reduced levels of
oxygen in the water and sedi-
ment (stirred up by huge
waves) were severe enough to
cause a whole second tier of
fish to die.”

Jeffries told Reuters the
devastation would mean huge
cuts in fish offered for auction
in Japan.
Many of the dead fish were
still edible but all would be
dumped in compliance with

t regulations and to
avoid any quality concern from
potential buyers.

South Australian Primary
Industries Minister Rob Kerin
said the storm was an enor-
mous setback for the annual A
90 million dollar (71 million
US dollar) tuna industry.” It
may be as high as the A 60

mari,” said.

Commercial farming for
southern bluefish tuna, which

to an aver 35-40
5-90 Ibs) and for about
35 dollar (28 US dollar) a kg.
was only recently introduced
in Australia.

Sugar production
up in Cuba

HAVANA, Apr 19: Cuba has
produced nearly half a million
metric tons more sugar in its
continuing 1995-96 cane har-
vest than it did in the whole of
the last harvest, meaning it has
so far produced nearly 3.8 mil-
lion tons, President Cas-
tro has said. reports Reuter.

Referring to the current
harvest in a on Tuesday
evening, Castro said, "Now we
have almost half a million
(tons) more than last year.”

He did not elaborate. but
his comments reflected recent
official optimiam that Cuba is
heading a much better har-
vest than last year.

Production last year was a
dismal 3.3 million tons, the
worst harvest in Cuba for 50
years. This year authorities are

hnﬁlng for production of 4.5
lon tons.

Officials said production
had reached 3.3 million tons
in early April. The harvest.
which last December, is
expected to last until May.

Production has been -
ing 40.000 tons a day recently,
according to officlal media.
This wu[tl:I.d be ﬂmad"é:
drop In coming
cane yields fall later in the sea-
son.



