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| The Growing Dish Culture _

By A.S.M Nurunnabi

Our urban seciety, particularly in big cities,
is facing a new phenomenon: fast growth of
satellite dish culture. It seems to be the latest
development in the field of visual entertain-
ment. Its precursors were the VCRs and VCPs
which flooded the market in the eighties and
the early part of the nineties. Guardians of our

social mores were
critical of the im- | THINK You ‘VE BEEN
SEEING ToO MANY

pact that these elec-
trenic gadgets could
HINDI CAANNELS LATELY,

inflict in the cultural
and aesthelic arena
of the nation. They
had good reason for
being so. There was
absolutely no control
on the entry of the
video films that
served as fodder to
these new wvehicles
of entertainment. As

a result. video films
of all varieties
good, bad and for-
bidden even by
Western - standards
were available in
plenty in the video
shops that mush-
roomed in the city
as elsewhere in the
country.

According to se-

rious observers ol
our society. the un-

. cable

restricted entry of
alien video films
containing porno-
graphic and abom-

inable crime episo-des exercised deleterious
eflects on the morals of the young generation
and finall gave rise to horrific criminal
activities. All this has pla an important role
in eroding our traditional values, culture and

vice. This new facility
used by

are now fierce debate over whether the latest
device has initiated the process of dismantling
and mauling the vestiges of our cultural and
ethical values. But no doubt, the dish antenna
installed on rooftops of affluent homes of the
city became an elogquent symbol
status of these houseowners.

ol elevated

The dish Arn-
tenna has now come
to the plebeian level
with the introduc-
tion of the so-called
cable service, run in
most cases by own-
ers of video shops
which have now
been going through
a lean period of
husiness. At present
all the importani
neighbourhoods of
the city inhabited by
TV owners. have
their TVs fitted with

connection.
Though initial in-
vestment for such
facility and the

monthly charge for
it vary from one
place to another in
the city. they are
considered afford-
able by most TV
owners, considering
the wide variety and
attractions of the
different program-
mes available thro-
ugh the cable ser.

is now being so widely
privileged sections of the city
dwellers for enjoying foreign TV programmes,
telecast almost day and night, that the daily
newspapers of the city allot a good portion of

ways of life, in the opinion of critics. There
were ample evidence

elsewhere.

The VCRs and VCPs had their heyday not
for a long period. They suffered a significant
setback from another electronic invader:
satellite dish antenna which was initially avail-

able to the financially solvent citizenry. There

Vernacular weekly launched

publication ceremony |

The
of the weekly 'Janatar Daak'
was held at the Jativa Press
Club yesterday. reports BSS.

Former Deputy Leader in
Parliament Prof A M
Badruddoza Chowdhury at-
tended the function as’ chief

Badruddoza said there is a
conscious section of mewspa-
per teaders iIn the country who
want to see ive news and
views in the newspapers with-

e

the ominous impact of
these phenomena on the increased incidence
of crimes and violence in the ecity,

pe

as

the

their space to the printing of the daily pro-
grammes of the different foreign TV channels.
Against the inroad of these foreign TV pro-
grammes, the local
have no defence. because the latter appear (o
be insipid and monotonous. There are many
cases where
equipped with cable service remain constantly
tuned to thé foreign channels.

TV programmes seem to

the

the TV owners ol city

out hurﬂﬁg others unnecessar-
ily.

He said newspaper report-
inﬁ is an art where hurting
othe:

rs unnecessarily is out of
the ethics of journalism.

He also urged the press to
uphold the sacrilices ol the
political workers and leaders
in Lthe coun so that le
of quality dﬂm [ml‘ﬁlrm?ﬂ-
couraged in joining politics.

Presided over by the ecditor

of the weekly. Asaduzzaman
Ripon, the function was also
artldressed by former Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
former Vice Chancellor ol
[Dhaka University Prol Moni
ruzzaman Mia, editor of the
Weekly Holiday A Z M Ena-
vetullah Khan, president ol
Jativa Press Club and editor of
the daily Financial Express
Reaninddin Ahmed. and secre
vty general of Bangladesh
Federal Umon of Journalists

1 (BF1L]) Zahirul HHaqg

MODERN FLAT TO LET

Al New Eskaton independent 3rd Floor, 3 Bed Rooms with Built-n- A lnirshs, 3
Attached Baths, Drawing Room, Diming Room, Masds Room with toilet/shower,
Kitchen, Store with rear Veranda, Front Balcony, Seperate Garage. Ideal for
Foreign/Local small family. Contact: Faruque Ahmed, PH - Off:- 885281
BE2761, Res - 404699, Mobile - 858590
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GRAND APARTMENTS LOCATED IN
GULSHAN.

RANGING FROM 2000 SFT — 3000 SFT.
FITTINGS INCLUDE TEAK ENTRANCE
DOOR, ATTRACTIVE LIGHT FIXTURES,
ALUMINIUM WINDOWS ETC.

SUPER WHITE DAZZLING CAST SITU
MOSAIC FLOORS.

EXCELLENT FINISHING QUALITY.
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TMC BURLDING (15T FLOOR) 52 NEW ESKATON ROAD, DHAKA
TEL : 404243, 404872, 413110 FAX : 88-02-833922
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Child artistes of the Kochi Kanchar Mela dedicati

ng songs at a function organised to mark the

....
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72nd birthday of Rokonuzzaman Khan, popularly known as 'Dadabhai’.

Club of Dhaka: e regular weekly meetin

Rotary
of the club will be held. Venue: Sonargaon Hotel. Time: 5:1
pm. Guest speaker: Selina Hassain, Director, Bangla Academy:.

Bangladesh Computer Socie

t¥: The society has
organised a seminar on 'Management of information
technology: A Component-based Approach. Venue: IFST
seminar hall. BCSIR. Dhanmondi. Time: 4:30 pm. Speaker:
Abir Qasem. in-charge. Computer Center and faculty member,
NSU.

Rotary Club of Dhanmondi: Te regular weekly

meeting of the club will be held. Venue. Sonargaon Hote
Time: 5:30 pm.
Fed of University Women: The triennial general

meeting of the executive commitiee of the Bangladesh
Federation of University Women will be held. Venue: WVA

'Include issue of
child rights in
polls agenda'

The Bangladesh Shishu Ad-
hikar Forum (BSAF) has ap-
pealed to all major political
parties to include the issue of
child rights in their election
manifestos, says a press re-
lease.

The BSAF has formed a 10-
member committee for lobby-
ing the issue.with the political
parties. It has also finalised a
plan of action, which includes
a children's rally in front of the
Jatiya Press Club on April 24,
at 4.00 pm and a press confer-
ence at the same venue the
following day.
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Rain at few places likely

Rain or thundershower with gung- or squally wind may oc-
cur at a few places over Dhaka and ylhet’?lmmnna and a%rune
or two places over shahi division in next 12 hours till 6
pm today, reports UNB. : |

The regions of Khulna, Jessore, Kusthia and Comilla may

nce rain or thundershower with gusty or squally wind
during the period, Met office said adding that weather is
likely to remain mainly dry with partly cloudy sky elsewhere
over the country.

Day temperature may remain nearly unchanged over the
country. .

Meanwhile, Dhaka experienced 48 mm rainfall during the
last 24 hours till 6 pm yesterday.

Country’'s highest temperature was recorded 38.9 degrees
Celsius at Ishurdi and Jessore and the lowest 19 degrees at

The sun sets today at 6:23 pm and rises on Sunday at 5:35
Arm.

The maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:;

City/Town emperature Humidity

in Celsius in percentage

max min morning everin

Dhaka 36.0 19.0 Z7 E.E
Chittagong 33.0 26.3 75 69
Rajshahi 38.4 26.3 74 56
Khulna 37.4 26.4 78, 75
Barisal 35.0 25.4 Bl - 82
Sylhet 29.8 233 97 73
Cox's Bazar 33.0 25.5 12 76

BCS '84 batch
reunion May 10

BCS '84 batch will celebrate
the completion of 10 years of
their service at the auditorium
of National Economic Council
in the city on May 10, says a
press release,

Members ol all cadres have
been requested to vonlact
Sohrab Hossain. room 624,
building 6. Bangladesh Secre-

Obituary

Nurunnessa Khanam, mo-
ther of artist Hashem Khan,
died of old age ailments at a
local clinic on Thursday. She
was 86, reports UNB.

She was buried at her family
graveyard in village Shekdi in
Chandpur district.

Nurunnessa left behind six
sons and seven daughters. Her
eldest son Dr Solaiman Khan

was Kkilled in the War of

tariat or call 869272, 837114
Liberation in 1971,

ires) lor details.

auditorium, House 405/A. Road 27. Dhanmondi. Time: 3 pm.

Film show: zahir Raihan Film Society in collaboration
with the cultural section of the Indian High Commission here
has arranged a film show. Two films will be screened.
Ardhsatya Govind Nihalani at 3 pm and Vidheyan by Adoor
Gopalkrishnan at 5:30 pm. Venue: Indian High Commission

auditorium. House 25. Road 2. Dhanmondi.
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phological changes around a braid bar in Jamuna river” will be
held. Venue: The seminar room of Civil Engineering building
Time: 5 pm. Dr Colin R Thorne. Professor. University of Not-
tingham. England will deliver the lecture

g

Course on social
policy at IUBAT

A 10-day certificate course
on social policy analysis has be-
gurn at the Centre for Manage
ment Development of Interna-
tional University of Business
Africulture and Technology
H1'BAT). Dhaka from Apnl 15

sAys 1 press release

The ohjective of the course
s 10 introduce the participants
current trends in social policy
analysis from a global perspec-

Call for unity of
nationalist forces

Jativa Ganotantrik Party
(Jagpa) president Shafiul Alam
Prodhan vesterday called for
greater unity of the nationalist
lorces to face future political
and economic challenges. re-
ports UNB

Addressing a rally in front
ol the party office at Purana
Maitan 1in the afiernoon. Prod
han urged the caretaker gov-
ernment to ensure that no po
litical party falls victim of dis-

tive crimination
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SINGER

ALWAYS GROWING WITH LATEST
TECHNOLOGICAL TRENDS ......

29" MODEL SIS 2975 VM
Tk. 37,500.00

25" MODEL SIS 2575 VM
Tk. 31,500.00

Features :

Stereo

Flat square tinted tube

Multi System (PAL / SECAMNTSC)
Audio-Video In/Out jack terminals
100 Stations Programmabie
Programmable Menu

On/Off timer Sleep timer

Full function infrared remete control
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