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NEWS BRIEFS

Dhaka condemns
attack on Lebanon

has condemned
the recent lsraell attacks on
Lebanon that left at least 94
killed. A spokesman of
of Foreign Affairs
yesterday said that
ﬂﬂmt demanded imme-
end to the hostility in the
area and called upon the
United Nations to + effec
tive measures in this regard
*The attack is the violation of
sovereignty and territorial in
tegrity of Lebanom”, the

spokesman said, reports UNB.

Indian envoy
meets Hasina
By Staff Correspondent

Indian Commissioner
in Dev Mukherjee
Made a Courtesy call on Awaimni
League president Sheikh
Hasina yesterday at the latier s
city. During the mm mlhc
discussed matters relating to
mutual interests between the

JP rally at Manik
mnAmAer

will hold a

Enl:ltﬂﬂjrnnﬂpﬁlﬂﬂatthe
anik Mia Avenue. Central

leaders of the will ad-
dress the rally. a Jatiyva Pany
press release said ycstcrday
reports BSS.

City AL extended
meet today
By Staff Correspondent

An extended of the

Dhaka City unit of the Awami
- League 1 be held at a city
community centre today, said

sources. Al chief Sheikh
hmnm:hdmm

meeting at 10 in
the morning while City unit

president and Dhaka City Cor-
mﬁﬂn Mayor Mohammad
will preside over.

LDF March Apr 25

The Left Democratic Front
(LDF) wiii organise a march
across the country on April 25
to press home their demand
for stopping use of I':uatk
MOoney and recovery of illegal

ATINS ress release of the
Fromt sterday. This was
aAnnoundc at a ral of the

Fromt held at JSD-BSD office

ses in the city. Leader of
the Front Dilip Barua and AFM
Mahbubul Haq. addressed (he

rally. reporis BSS
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The week-long Baishakhi Mela at Dhanmondi ground in the citv, which concludes today, attracted huge crowd on the
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Polls manifesto to*focus on women, youths

BNP's manifesto for the
furthcﬂmin% parliamentary
elections is likely to give spe-
cial emphasis on plans for the
welfare of women, youths and
students, whom the party con-
siders its vote banks. accord-
ing to sources in the party.

The plans may include ex-
pansion of the development
programmes adopted while
the partv was in power and
m:w pl'u ammes for creatien

ployment opportu-
niuui fhl women and youths
and increased facilities for
students, especially the female
ones, the sources added.

The most significant aspect
of the BNP m:n.'lfestn is li rr
to include a pledge that thc
Zila and Thama Parishads

By Nazmul Ashraf

would be run by elected repre-
sentatives.

The manifesto will also
promise not to renew the 25-
year Bangladesh-India Friend-
ship Treaty. separate the judi-
ciary from the executive and
autonomy to the Radio and TV.
the sources hinted

“The manifesto is also ex-
pected to highlight BNP's
commitment to maintain
democratic and econstitutional
process in the-seuntry at any
cost.” ma top party leader in-
volved In its preparation said
adding, "Our ilar contribu-
tion towards making constitu-
tional provisions for holding of
all future national elections
under non-party caretaker
government will be mentioned

BNP may pledge to set
up elected local bodies

in this context.”

The BNP. in its manifesto.
will also highlight the
"achievements in various sec-
tors during its rule and renew
its commitment to carry for-
ward all those development

rojects il returned to &
. j""'-"--'m“'rnu? working on tﬁf man-
ifesto and receiving various
proposals in this regard.” party
secretary general Abdus Salam
Talukdar told The Daily Star.
Another influential leader
of the party on condition of
anonymity said., “Major
changes are unlikely in the
party's economic. administra-
tive. educational. socio-cul-
tural and foreign policies,
which were declared for the
See Page 12 col 8
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Golam Azam won't contest polls
'Make caretaker govt

system a success'

By Staff Correspondent

The political parties which
had fought for general elec
tions under a caretaker gov
ernment should make this sys
:.:ml a mc;::i-n uﬁii&nmcr ol
hm—cv amy am Azam

Those who were forced to
accept the caretaker formula
under public pressure mi t
try to subvert the system,
those who fought for it :huuld
work for its success, Golam
Azam said while addressing a
| public meeting at Manik Hla

Tng the to elect
in the coming

seats of the Jatiya

to ensure establish-
of the rule of Quranic law
honest people in the

| am not against any party

and will not coniest the elec
tons.” he said adding that |
will pursue all other parties (o
implement Quranic law and go
for administration of honest
people

¢ Jamaatl equipment with
ellicient and honest people Lo
run the administration of the
country. he said

The meeting was organised
by the city unit of Jamaat and
was chaired by its chiel ATM
Azhar. Party supporiers were
seen carrying trl itlonal elec-
Lion symbol m‘ lhf Jamaat —
balance — besides banners and
festoons wilth slogans for
Quranic law and justice.

Golam Azam said after 25
years of rule by three parties,
this time people have Lhe
chance (o choose a party
which believed in Quranic law
and justice. Quranic law never

See Page 12 col 6

2 college students
rescued, 8 held
in Netrokona

NETROKONA. Apr 19 A
special armed police squad.
Inllowing a secret information
rescued tonight two college
students __ .Jamal Uddin and
Mohammad Shamim — f[(rom
the residence of Jalaluddin
Talukder, a former Awami

| League MP. reports BSS

Police sources sald, eight
persons, Illf‘llldll'l*l Taluk
were arrested in this connec-
tbori. One revolver and a coun
iry-made gun were also recov

ered Irom Talukder's resi-
dence
Jamal Uddin son of Advo-

cate Abdul Karim. a former
BNP whip and Mohammed
Shamiin, son of Abu Chand,
chatrman ol Chandigarh Union
Parishad of Durgapur thana,
were allegedly abducted by
unidentifled armed men this
afternoon from the busy
cenire of Bero Bazar n!’

etrokona town. police said
adding that section 144 was
impesed in Durgapur to main-
tain law and or

A case has been r
with Netrokona Kotwali

stered
thana

Crisis of secondary

Delay in finalising manus-

| cripts of books by the National

Curriculam and Textbook
Br.nrd (NCTB).

and s

because of political unrest

caused the text book crisis in

the . SOUrces concer-
ned
Text for all classes of

the secondary schools couid
not be found in the markets

yesterday
abowt four months

except in a few, until

! a]thméFh
have elapsed since the current

academic started on

Jamuary 1.
The government formed an

year

| inquiry copumittee on Tuesday

!

t
}

i

| to pr
| mg and also h
the text books.

the delay in mlrtrt
KI‘ has alun dt
rided that the text books will
be sold in government -con-
trofled

Al B a Bazar. in the city
the country s largest wholesale
book market. some textbooks
were being sold at 50 te 100

By Morshed Ali Khan

per cent higher ces than
the ernment-fixed prices.
Retaill book sellers there al-
leged that many unscrupulous
businessmen, sensing the
"shortcomings” of the relevant
departments. had hoarded the
books in their godowns early
in the year.

Under the fresh curricu-

that
not receive the final
uf all the books from the
on time to be able to print and
market those.

A top official of the NCTB
told this correspondent, re-
questing anenymity, that the

manuscripts of the new

After the NCTB prepares
the final mimun:npt it gives
the responsibility of printing
and marketing of lﬁ: t:.ﬂ
books te the 776-member
Textbook Publishers and
Sellers Association (TBPSA)

level text books

NCTB, publishers, hoarding
& political unrest blamed

"But when we found out that
it would not be possible for us
to come up with final
Mmanuscripts in Ume, a major
decision was taken by the
NCTB." the official said. adding
that four computer firms were
engaged in tober last to
prepare Lhe positives of the
new sets of books.

“This was done with the
m: that the publishers

be able to do their job
quickly as the work would be
almost done. In fact. we are yet
to produce all the positives. ™
the al said, adding that
the concerning only the
compulsory subjects has been
completed.

e official said that the
positives of all compulsory sub-
jects of Class Six were 1 to
the TBPSA by January |5 while
the positives of compulsory
subjects of Class Nine were
given in mid-Februa

Another official of the NCTB

that the TBPSA has vio
lated its contract with the
See Page 12 Col 3
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JP may finalise
polls manifesto

at today's meet

By Staff Correspondent

Jatiya Party may finalise its
election manifesto in its pre-
sidium meeting scheduled to
be held today. according to
party sources.

The manifesto ig likely to
emphasise decentralisation of
the administration and inte-
gration of rural areas with ur-
ban areas, particularly the cap-
ital. It may also include plans

to create a congenial invest-

. ment climate. the sources said.

The manifesto will be an-
nounced through a press con-
ference after the election
schedule is declared by the
Election Commission.

Today's presidium meeting
may also discuss formation of
the arty's parlamentary
boa Earlie? a Tist of 11
members were sent to party
chairman H M Ershad for se-
lection of the board. said the
SOUrces.

According to some insiders
Ershad has chesen an eight-
member parliament board
for the upéoming elections.
The members of the board are
H M Ershad. Mizan Chowd-
hury. Begum Roushan Ershad.
Moudud Ahmad, Kazi Zafar
Ahmed. Shah Moazzem Hos-
sain. Anwar Hossain Manju and
Naziur Rahman [Advocate Hu-

nayun)

32 DU Senators
demand probe
INto corruption,

nepotism

By DU Correspondent

Thirty two members of the
Iniversity Senate have
demanded investigation into
what they saild corruption,
nepotism and partisan activi-
ties of the Vice Chancellor and
the Unitversity administration
during the last five years.
hddrtsmnﬁ ress conlfer-
ence al the haf Universit
Club yesterday, alltgeg

that rruption h
almost every section ofp the
university.

They said that some irregu-
lar a intments had btgjn
made during the last few years
and in m cases less quali-
fied candidates were promoted
in viclation of rules. the sena-
tors alleged. In case of new
appointments, candidates of
their own choice' were
for interview even if they were
not fit for the ts. th
: pos cy

The alleged that the VC im-
plemented the pr als and
decisions of the Senate and
S ate in ‘whatever way he
liked.

The Senators said they had

See Page 12 Col 3

BCL leader killed
in Jhenidah

JHENIDAH, 19: A local
Chickre g, ot
atra WA
unknown assaflants at a 'I-‘I.H:lh::
:F 3hn’tﬂahtﬂm th:ina today
riday ce sal reports
UNB. i

Nazrul Islam, 27, of village
Mingram. the Abaipur union
general secretary of BCL, was

aid and stabbed by the as-

ts at about 7 am when he

was going to neghbouring
Taka-Dangai village.

He succumbed to his in-
juries on way to Shailakupa
thana heglth

In another lnt:idvl:nl Abdul
Halim. 27, who was kidn
and left iInjured by uniden
miscreants, succumbed to his
wounds at Magura Sadar
H tal on Th ay night.

olice saild -umt armed
men ralded the residence of
Halim at Ratnat village in
Shailakupa thana on
Wednesday right, took him to
a nearby field and left after

stabbing him repeatedly

Star

ZILH/

31, 1416 HIJF

WE HAVE HUGE READY STOCK OF |
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN, S8
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE ..

OF DIFFERENT TYPES. i T
v NIRMAN IHTEHHATIHHAL LTD

- 199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA,
TEL : 605957, 607363 SHOW ROOM : 861985

12 PAGES:

11-member AL polls
supervising body

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League has
formed an 11-member elec-
tion supervising committee,
headed by party chief Sheikh
Hasina, to ensure organised
and stepped up party activities
ahead of the coming general
elections.

S5 A M S Kibria and Gaziul
Huqg, members of the party's
advisory council, have been
made co-chairmen of the
committee while Mohammad
Hanif and Mahiuddin Chowd-
hury, mayors of Dhaka and
Chittagunlg city corporations
respectively, have been made
its members-secretary.

The election supervising

Kwaa funnl:d at a meeting
of the party's central working
committee [CWC] held yester-
day afternoon with Hasina in
the chair.

The CWC also formed a few
sub-committees to look after
financial aspects of the party
and campaign for the elec-
tions.

The meeting also discussed
the contents of the party's
draft election manifesto, but
did not finalise it.

According to a leader at-
tending the meeting, the CWC
discussed intra-party feuds in a
few districts. and took some
decisions to end those before
the elections.

Another leader hinted that
the party chief would start se-
lecting party candidates in the
polls immediately after her re-
turn from Hajj on the first of
May.

A resolution adopted at the
meeting said that the AL was
determined to establish rule of
law in the country and beiiew:d

in the principle that law
:-]}}uuld be equally applicable to

The CWC meeting, held just
a day after an extended meet-
ing of the party. discussed in
detail various issues of national
and political importance for
over three hours, according to
party sources.

e mceling in another
resolution, alleged that corrup-
tion was hcinﬁ_. patronised at
top level after the killing of the
father of the nation on August
15, 1975.

See Page 12 Col 2

Fire Service vehicles
supply water .

—————— m m o

Fire service personnel supplying watar at Madhubagh in

the city yesterda /.

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent

The Fire Brigade and Civil Defence department is dis-
tributing water among the general people to ease the acute

waler crisis in
Car

su

different areas of the city
vehicles the Fire Service is dl!tﬂbuting seven to
eight thousand gallons of water

in different city areas, said an uﬂk:lnl
The Fire Service official said that they
ment the activities of the Dhaka WASA in this dry sea-

Using its own water

for the last few da}m
the Fire
took the iniuauw: tn

son, Pmcnﬂr. the city dwellers of Moghbazar. Modhubagh .

Taltala,

gaon, Nakhalpara, and

parts of Mirpur and

of areas are suffering from severe water crisis,

pur
said the Fire Service official.

' Share trading at DSE

regains momentum

By Rafiq Hasan

Share trading at the Dhaka
Stock Exchange DSE ned
momentum last week after a
I.'ull-ﬂ-.rl-.ll'lI trend in the previous
Wi = i

The all share price index,
market capitalisation and
number of shares exchangi ging
hands rose during the 5 days
business in the week.

The all share price index
rose by 9.46 points to 822 40
on the closing day of the last
week from previous week's
812.94 points.

The market capitalisation
rose to Tk 5583.15 crore, In-
creasing by Tk 64 crore from

previous week's EEIH.EI
crore.
“We can say that the share

nurhﬂ T “owm[ steadily”.

nf the DB!: 'h-dlnl is not
(7] because there was no

issue in the share
m during last three
months. Investors become en-
thusiastic i some issues enter
the market eve month .
Otherwise the market be-
comes bored in absence of new
issue Imtiaz pointed out.

C on the sudden
rise in the index b
points on Thursday, the
chairman said it happened due

to "speculation” among the in-
vestors.

He f[urther said that the
selling pressure among the
foreign investors had de-
creased because they were
surprised seeing the wth in
the trading after the long clo-
sure due to political unrest in
the country.
had thought that the
share market would plunge

into depression for long when
trading would nnmm- But

fortunately the et has
overcome lh:ﬂ crisis and
boomed soon er reopening,
he added.

Rurnndm! to a question
about the future of the share
market he said, "1 am w:H

parhee bave sdogied & It

8 adopted a free
H:nn Iu rting
Lthe unu'lty &po

nﬂtr

mmt
L
. the DSE chair-

wlader
l-l:n-ury of the
share markel
hl‘. m.nm steady till the
election.
local Investors will

See Page 12 col |
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ID card project
EC likely to seek
extension of
time-limit
By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
[EC) has decided to review the
voters' ID card project and
send it to the E]xerfutive
Committee of the National
Economic Council (ECNEC) for
extension of the time-limit of
the project, scheduled 1o ex-
pire on June 30, EC officials
said.

The review procedure has
already started at the project
level. Once the project officials
finish their job, the EC Sec-
retariat would look into it. The

. Chief Election Commissioner

would have the final say before
torwarding it for ECNEC's
approval, the olficials told this
correspondent,

“The Planning Comimnission
has already asked us to put
forward suggestions on how to
improve the project” said a
top official of the EC.

The official said. requesting
anonymity, that ultimately the
project would be brought un-
der the EC Secretarial and its
revenue budget and an elec-
toral database would be main-
tained permanently.

oee Page 12 col 7

9 killed, 50
injured
* In road

accidents
By Staff Correspondent

At least nine people were
killed and 50 others injured in
road accidents in Dhaka.
Mymensingh and Sirajganj
3-:bler¢:]ay and Thursday mght

One artieyun Resa Himao,
28. of 52/15 Paik Para, Mir-
pur, was killed when a speed-

ing minibus knocked him
down in the city's Farm Gate
area early yesterday.

UNB adds from My-
mensingh: Five people were
Killed and 20 ﬂ‘lﬁﬁl‘b injured
when a Dhaka-bound microbus
collided with 2 Netrakona-
boumd minibus at Chelerkath
‘M Trishal thana vesterday

Police said the microbus
was carrying patients from Sh-
erpur to the PG Hospital in
Dhaka when it met with the
accident on the Dhaka-My-
mensingh highway at abeut
noon.

Three people died on the
spot and two others on way to
the Mymensingh Medical Col-
lege hospital (MMCH). They
were identified as Haji Ainud-
din, 71, and his son Shahin,
25. Nurullah, 35, Selim 30,
and microbus driver Hira. 35.

The bodies were sent to the

MMCH morgue for post-
mortem.
Of the injured. 10 were

admitted to the MMCH. They
See Page 12 Col 2

S Africa win
Pepsi Cup

Sports Reporter

South Africa came, played
and won the Pepsi Cup with
vet another ruthless display of
professionalism and dedication
o beatl India by 38 runs-in
front of a boisterous crowd at
the Sharjah Cricket Stadium
vesterday.

Electing to bat, South Africa
reached 287 {or Hive in their
allotted 50 overs with man-of-
the-tournament Gary Kirsten
making 115 not out. In reply,
India were restricted to 249
for nine. The highlight of the
Indians response was Sachin
Tendulkar's completion of
4.000 runs in one-day interna-
tionals.

(Details on page 10)

Press reports

motivated,
says BTTB

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Telegraph
and Telephone Board (i )
has said it noted with regret
that a 'vested quarter was al-
tempting in a motivated way
to undermine the integrity of
the organisation and its offi-
cials by propagating what it
termed {abricated falsehoods
about iits activities through
some dailies

Over the last year, BTTB
has been deing its best to
bring about a qualitative
change in its services hy eradi-
cating corruption amd stream-
lining technical aspects and it
believes it is possible to ac-
complish this task with the
help of honest. dedicated and
capable officers and em rlﬂL
ees, a press release o
BTTB saikd yesterday.

A number of telephone ex-
changes have been uslﬂlldt'ﬂ
from analogue to digital system
I'm:i}lltl't!n.l\',l Inllprmrﬂi service

uality, and also sto
?nr*tr There has hm?ynﬂm
fold Increase in the number of
telephone calls and commen-
surate increase in revenue for
the Board and the government.

Disciplinary actions have
been taken against the officers
and employees who  were
found invelved in corruption.

See Page 12 col 6



