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Sherlock Holmes - The Master aleuth

by Towheed Feroze

" LEMENTARY Waltson” bought the manuscript for
| fail to pérceive how ust §25. It was the Strand

yvou contrived to agazine that introduced

overlook such an intriguing most of Holmes stories to
element: use your bbserving the public and made Doyle

famous.
Conan Dolye endowed Holmes
with alot of eccentricities.
Holmes has a distinct aver
sion towards women. He is
a cold man with little time
for emotions. He believes
that women are never to be
trusted, not even the best of
them. Holmes is a man who
cannot function normally
without work. for without ft
Holmes becomes frustrated,
depressed. And the depres-
sion prompted by idleness
drives him to resort

wer, for God's sake.”
tective novel readers are
very much {amiliar with the
above statement. Yes, it is a
stalement from one ol the
greatest sleuths of all times
... Sherlock Holmes
Holmes. though a fictional
character create by Arthur
Conan Doyle. appears Lo be
more lively than the Author
himself. Over the years, Sh-
erlock Holmes has secured
an unassailable position in
the world of detective fic-

tion: his name is like an to

ever glowing star in the Morphine.
world of mystery and When he works he goes with-
bizarre. Long after the death

of Sir Arthur Cogan Doyle,
Sherlock Holmes continues
to live ... more vividly than
ever.

When Arthur Conan Doyle
created Sherlock Holmes
he did not have the slight-
est notion that he was
creating an enigma.. for Sh-
erlock was to become a vital
part of his life, and indeed
the character has outlived
its creator.

Conan Doyle was bom in Edin-
burgh in 1859 and went on
to study medicine at the
university there. It was hcrc
that he met Joseph Bell,
doctor and lecturer with
amazing diaanstit POWETS.
Holmes would use the same
methodical approach to
solve cases years later. After
the university. Doyle set u
a medical practice in Sout
Sea, on the south coast of
England. The practice did
not thrive and je turned
to writing. both for earning
some money and for passing
his spare time. A "Study in
Scarlet” the first Holmes
story appeared initially in
Beeton's Christmas Annual

of 1887. The publisher drawing room

Holmes'

out food, believing that star-
vation increases the blood
eirculation to the brain
Idleness exhausts him and
causes him to spend days
under the influence of mor-
phine Despite the eccen-

tricities. Holmes captured
Ithr imagination of the pub-
i
The people took Holmes to
their hearts. so when Conan
Doyle killed Holines in a
llrugﬁ with Moriart
he Reichenbach falls
the public outcry was aston-
ishing. Black armbands
were worn in the city. and
letters of protest flooded
into the offices of the
Strand Magazine

Eventually in 1901 Doyle was
forced to resurrect the
great detective The return
of Holmes delighted the
fans Conan Doyle (until his
death in 1930) continued to
write 'Holmes stories’. Many
ears after the death of

Joyle. millions are still
thrilled by reading Holmes
Stories. the middle of
the 20th Century. Holmes

became internationally fa-
mous. Books were trans-
lated into sixty languages
and published in 110 coun-
irfes Baker streeil. the
imaginary residence of Sh
erlock Holmes. became a
much visited place
Sherlosk Hﬂh‘m‘i is one char

Sherlock Holmes Museum.

acter who has been H)(
trayed by hundreds o

tlors since 190]. Among
them, the most prominent
is Jeremy Bretl. Jerem

Brett is endowed with all
the physical features to play
Holmes. He is tall, exces-
sively lean., with a narrow
face. hawk like nose. a thin
mouth and plercing eyes. By
the BO's the British Gowt
realized the necessity of
building a museum to com
memorate the great detec
tive within a few years The
Sherlock Holmes Museum.
located at Baker Street was
opened to Lhe public
During my stay in London | had
the privilege of visiting the
museum. There s a 85
admission fee. The musewsn
is absolutely magnificent

The é&ntire building seems
to be a part of Victorian
England. The drawing room

is exactly the way Conan
Doyle described in his sto-
ries. A fireplace on one
side. the violin lying on the
floor. Dr Watson's walking

stick and Holmes deer:
stalker hat I}'Iru{ on a ma
hnglnny table..... the room Iis

ly that it seems that |

any moment Holmes might
'II’H.“: in and shout "Watson,
get your hat and stick. We
have matters on our hands
of the greates! urgency’

On the second floor of the mu
seum there is a room which
contains all the clues used
in Sherlock J Holmes sto
ries. All ol Baker Street is
virtually flooded with Sher
lock Holes souvenir shops

For Holmes fans, a visit to the
musewrn s a must. Just oul
side the Baker Streei Sia
tlon., a man dressed like

Holmes gives directions in
the museum. The Sherlock
Holmes Museum testilies
the fame and popularity of
this fictional detective,

Years will come and go, but the
adventures of an eccentric
detective and his doctor
friend will continue to thrill
millions of readers drﬂund
the globe.
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While I was Thinking of You
by Kazi K Arafat

I was lying

My back on the cold bare winter floor
My heart warm nonetheless

thinking of you.

When suddenly

[ saw a black out

Making it's way across the vastness of a floor tile
Innocent in it's tenacity

But ] was irritated by it

And | killed that out

Storted thinking of you again.

Later )

When your smile was still making me cry
My conscience

An unnecessary disturbing element
Iinterrupted my reverie

And an alien part of me

Hated me

For the murder of innocence.

And even though I tried to put it away
Mv conscience still kept bothering

Like a toothpick in the wrong part of the body
And | got annoyed at that

So 1 killed my conscience, too.

ODELLING is a popular
media all over the
world. Even a poor

country like Bangladesh is not
lagging behind in this respect.
For promotion of products,
advertisement ‘is vital: and for
advertisement modelling is
necessary. Therefore, the new
generation is very enthusiastic
about modelling. One of such
oung model stars is — Zahid
Ahmed Choudhury.

Zahid Ahmed's father. who
is blind has established himself
as a competent and ideal hu-
man being by dint of his own
qualities. Presently, he works
as the Director of Impact
Foundation Bangladesh. He has
also hel established the Sir
John Wilson School at Gulshan.
Recently. he has been involved
as a visiting lecturer in the
Jepartment of Speciai Educa-
tion at the National University.

Zahid's mother, Jesmin
Rahman. a popular TV an-

Zahid Ahmed Chowdhury

nouncer, suffered from cancer
and died last year. The pre-
mature death of his mother
brought Zahid to the field of
modelling. His mother's wish
was to develop an institute for

promotion of modelling and
drama To materialise his
mother's dream Zahid started
working for building such an
organisation., which he, has
named ‘Jhalak’

With his sole initiative. Za-
hid has motivated many new
models and organised mod
elling workshop. Zahid recalls
that there was a very good re-
sponse from the first work-

shop. This response has en-

couraged Zahid (0 woirk fulure
to materialise his molher's
dream.

Zahid spent most ol his
time in New York. During his
stay there, he became success-
fully involved as programme
organiser with organisations
like Raj Sun Entertainment,
Gobin Entertainment,
Presently, he wants to develop
his career in his own country,
and therefore he has involved
himself with cultural activities.

A New Attraction

His father's encouragement
and his sed confidence will
take him a long way. Zahid of
helieves. Zahid is busy in cre
ative thinking and modelling
and acling. Already he has
been placed as a model in a
calendar. He has also acted In
stage dramas like, 'Nirapad
sarak: ‘CThrmpakanna etc !’=
nas also organised and partici-
pated in fashion ghows; he has
also entered into contract in a
feature film 'Shotrookannaya'
directed by Shibly Sadik.

Zahid's plan is to develop a
ackage drama, 'Jiban Tari' on
Eis family life. The Executive
Editor of the Daily Ittefag, Ra-
hat Khan will be the Play-
wright. Zahid also plans to
establish a Drama School.
Renowned ﬂlamighl Atiqul
Haque' oudhur has
romised to hel dahh:l thinks
e carl develop is career with
the inspiration from these

people.
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A Simple Suggestion

by Nameer Rahman

IS no secret that over the past three months
Bangladesh has gone through a particularly rough
fime, o say the least. Af long las! the couniry has just
emerged from  three gruelling weeks of non

. cooperafion that culiminated in the total collapse of the

govemment.

For the people who have Yo survive not on polifics, but
by eaming a living. ' was an exercise in isoilafion virtually
cuf off from probably the three essenfials of modem life,
food, medicine and education of théir children. It will
take a ot more however than only three week fo rebulld
the economy. For the younger generafion the
seemingly endiess confinement amounted fo a volatfile
boredom that could quite easily generate yetl another
revoiution someday.

It a country as polifically unstable as !a'wm how
can we possibly hope o avoid a similar scenario, the
next fime our leaders decide o bring an entfire nafion fo
a standstili? | have a simpie suggestion.

-Our politicions seem 1o take themseives more
seriously than their role in society wamants. Ego is the
driving force. It seems that the more their anfics are
mentioned in the newspapers the more they go out of
their way 1o be noficed, which would ‘agiso include fre-
quently confradiciory siatements as well as scathing and
inflamatory remarks against their polifical rivals.

it however, all the newspapers in ogreement with one
another quiefly stop publishing political news including
analysis and commentary, for a period of two monihs,
one would see that all the political high jinks will
drastically, if not completely, reduce. The polifician's sole
aim in life will have been deleated.

He will not have easy access o cheap publicity, and
whatever he says or does will pass unacknowledged.
There Is enough infernational news o fill up the empty
space and the absence of political sensationalism
would prove an added odvaniage.

By sparing the public from the voracious egos of the
poiiticians for a couple months, the media would also
be performing an invaluable service 1o soclety.
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Bye Bye Democracy
by Tasin Ahmed

We actually don't deserve to be honoured.
As whalever we gain, we throw it away

When the blood-stained shirt of Nur Hossain —
Indicated our Schievement of Democracy —
We again foiled it with many more new dead bodies.

The long cherished democracy
The cry for ifreedom ol speecch
All ennded in level hest vain

Like a derby horse the democracy vanished.
Or frankly speaking it never tndly came,

All the promises of the politicians.

All the big speeches inflating big hopes —
Turned out to be false and of self-interest.

The country remains focused -
To all the people of the world-
A country of never ending palitical violence.

Thirst for power —

And also some stubborn counterparts.

Has demolished the seed of democracy —
Sowed by the blood of thousand Nur Hossain.

We actually don't deserve to be honoured.
As we cannot maintain what we gain -

And after long twenty five years of freedom
We are still locked up in our houses —
Craving lor some fresh air.

Oh Democracy! Oh freedom

You really remain as an unsolved mystery.

The Power ol

HAT started out as
anulher trailblazer in
the evolutionary world
of dance music; has actually
evolved into the most contro-
versial, influential. powerful

and a controversial one at that.
Criticised by conservative ﬂg
ureheads and feminists for it's
violent, sexually explicit and
often. mysogonistic contents.
critics have turned their at-
tention from heavy-metal acts,
such as Ozzy Osbournge and Ju-
das Priest, whose lyrics have
driven teenage fans to attempt
or commit suicide, to Rap.
The history of madern mu-

and commercial musical styles
to hit the core of American
culture, '
Rap is now mgre than a
musical form with mass appeal.
It has become a phenomenon,

Ice Cube:

[s this best
artist a rap hero or a rap racist?

Music

sic has shown that musicians

and their "product” have often
been linked with crime and vi-
olence. Before Rap it was

heavy-metal, with bands like
AC/DC pulled into a whirlpool
of debate and controversy a.fttr
serial killer Richard Ramirez
Hrnfrasrd that he had been in-

uenced by the song "Night
Prowier”. And before that,

Charles Manson claimed that

-selling

o e

songs like "Helter Skelter”.
"Piggies”, and "Revolution” fr-
om Lhe Beatles' "White Album”
contained an implicit message
for Manson to start a race war.

Rap has brought this
"tren into the Nineties. In
1992, after Texas trooper Bill

Davidson was senselessly mur-
dered by nineteen-year old
Ronald y. the boy went on
record as sayin that he had
been lnﬂu::ncnd thc 1
the album "2Pac

Rapper 2Pac Shakur Tht ful:ur
reached it's peak that same

ear when Ra per Ice-T re-
eased "Cop er’, a musical
backlash against the police
force in the wake of the Rod-
ney King scandal and the de-
bate. over police brutality. At-
tacked by conservatives and
law enforcement officials who
no doubt felt that the lyrics
Fruvnkcd unwarranted v10=
ence against the ?nlice the
song was eventually pulled
from the shelves.

can[

The term Rap has pow
been. almost completely re-
placed by the more appropri-
ate title "Gangsta Rap”, and
the insuing allegations of vio-
lent and sexually blatant lyrics.
and their rauultnnt conse-
ﬂuencts has brought about lit-

change. The more recent
videos by Rapper Dr Dre de-

picts everything from a Me-
nendez style murder to a plane
heist.

So the question remains:
Have artists gone too far? Who
is to blame when lyrics drive
teenage fans to suicide? Do
artists possess too much

and too little initiative?

e fact is there is and there
never will be a singular answer,

All we have are different fac-

tions of people, driven dif-
ferent bgfiegln. \rn-ic b);htir
individual

self, as @ person whu liltuum[’t.:n
and apprﬂciatcl the art of
Ga a Rap,l feel that at the
end it's all up to us. How we as
listeners choose to interpret
the lyrics, and moreover,

Ine mluate the power of mu-




