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Entertained Amidst
clouds of Poison

by Aasha Mehraen Amin
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!l was no ordinary traffic jam last week.
Practically all the main roads around the heart
of the city were choked. All those fools (and
there were many of them) who ventured out-
side after 5:30 pm were in for quite an ordeal
that could last for hours.

If you were travelling from Dhanmondi to
say. Gulshan. in one of those diabolic contrap-
tions — a baby taxi (baby indeed) then the first
thing the perverse scooter driver probably did
was to take the wrong road — through one of
the hell holes of Dhaka — Green Road.

By the time the driver had jerked you to
and fra from various points on the way, furning
around whenever he met with a jam. you were
possibly feeling like a rattle in the hands of a
demented infant. But this was just the begin-
ning.

As you approached Farm Gate it seemed as
il you were in the world's worst traffic jams.
Practically thousands of rickshaws, baby taxis.
trucks, buses. and cars were all tangled up jn
one miserable mess. It was useless to honk
away {as many stubborn Dhakaites did) for the
traffic was completely immobilized because the
Victory Meeting of the Awami League had just
broken up-and the 'masses’ had decided to
take their celebrations to the streets.

One must admit that at such times it is
worthwhile to take a positive attitude towards
such impossible situations. This is what many
of the commuters did that day by watching the
celebration procession as if it were a drive in
film show.

And certainly the colourful procession
helped to kill the time, at least for a while.

One of the first things one noticed among
the hundreds of processionists as they
marched away, was the new versions of the
national flag — a green background wiith four
fed stars and another white flag with fed
waves and three green sfars. With the thun-
derous beat of drums and tinkling of tam-
bourines. along came a little black boat symbol-
izing the party mascot, carried by a few of the
marchers. Others held blue flags or posters of
Sheikh Mujib and Sheikh Hasina while the
whole crowd of some thousands chanted their

‘these endless

an odd ite-cream vendor, a chat-po
chanachur wala and a man with a big sunflower
in his deadlocks.

As dusk appréached and'the sound of the
‘magrib azaan’ spread across the city, a sell-

righteous command came from the spectators

o had all this time waited paticntljr telling
lhe rocessionists to quieten down in respect
for lﬂf call to prayer. Amazingly, in a matter of
seconds the deafening chants and drum beats
stopped and the sea of marchers went by qui-
etly. : ]
ﬂfm;d here is where the fun ended. While the
drivers of various vehicles craned their necks
to see the procession, the cooped up passen-
gers soon were waken up to the reality of being

Ifed in a hellish cloud of carbon monoxide.
The obnoxious emission of thousands of vehi-
cles which had their engines on were inhaled,
making the poar commuters quite dizzy and
naseous. Then came the incessant blaring of
horhis and the shouts of 'Oy Kuttar Bachc
Zanglir Po' and other unmentionable terms of
endearment that left the poor commuters
heads reeling.

The ride home was even more hellish. As
the baby taxis turncd their three wheelers into
sure death traps racing each other, the pas-
sengers had the benefit of being chosed to
everlr more nf the ghastly poisons from the
buses, trucks and other baby taxis.

It is at this point of total misery that you,
the helpless commuter fervently wished that
political do's would be taken
away from the citv to empty spaces of land
outside Dhaka It has heen suggested by wise

men that even within the city. such mrftinga
could take place in areas like the lot in Bijoy
Sarani i[ the proposed military museum is
shifted elsewhere or the space allotted for the
intermational trade fair Blocking the main
roads during peak hours should also be dis-
carded by political parties since it only causes
resentment against them by the public. Per
haps we will no longer have the unity to
see such colourful proressions as the one on
April 6th. But at least we won't be choked to
death

slogans In between one could get a glimpse of
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USIS to introduce
membership fees
for library users

In order to continue to
maintain the services currently
Proﬂdrd to its users, the USIS
Abrary in Dhaka will begin to
:h.;u;gf- a membership process
ing fee effective May 1, says'a
prrsu release.

The fee will be Tk 250.00
{wr vear for all members

including students), effective
the date of registration.

The membership process-
ing- fee will be charged to all
new members who register,
Current memberships will
continue through the expira-
tion date on the USIS Library
card.

The processing fee will be
charged when currenti mem-
berships are renewed. All new
membership cards will require
*two stamp-sized photographs.

On May 1. the library will
also begin to charge modest
user fees for overdue and lost
books and wvideos, and fer
computer searches and print-
out of research materials. A
schedule of these fees is avail-
able in the library,

USTC admission |
. test results

Following candidates have
heen selected for admission
into the first year BBA Pro-

%rnmme of the Umiversity of |
and Technology |

Science ,
([USTC). The last date of ad-
mission is May 20, says a press
release.

RoH numbers of the candi-
dates are: 203, 231. 248, 204,
250, 240, 253, 06. 225, 252,

01. 249, 226. 222, 201. 243,
239, 209, 229, 256, 237. 257,
216. 214. 235, 25] and 218
ftotal — 27)

The ltollowing seven have
been kept in the 'waiting list’
240, 241, 247, 230, 220. 202
and 254

Lecture on law,

tourism at BC

Professor Douglas Stoddart,
a senior lecturer in marketing
at the Buckingham University.
UK. will give a public presenta-
tion at the British Council au-
ditorium at 3 pm on April 24
says a press release

Organisations and individu-
als interested in the areas ol
law, business, hotel manage
ment, tourism have been re
(uested to attend

Theatre Art
apex body
The 4th annual general
meeting of Theatre Art was
held yesterdav at a local hotel,
Savs a press release
Abdus Samad Azad. chiel
adviser of the organisation at-
tended as chiel Juest

A 14 memhber executive

commitles for 1996-98 has
been formed in the meeting
The members are Garzi
Mohammad Shajhahan —
President, Azizus Samad

general secretary. Habib Ullah -’
Tuhin — organising secretary
and Mir Fairur Rahman et
cournils secretary
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CHEHLUM

Dr M H Khan, a veteran specialist on Tuberculosis and former
Regional Director of World Health Organization, died in the
city on Friday 8 March, 1996, following a stroke, -

His Chehlum will be held on Friday 19 April, after Asr prayer

Address : 8, Gulshan Avenue (Near Shooting
Complex), Dhaka.

Tel : 841080, 412356, 406211 (0Off)
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lum 18 8 19, Fioor: 0, Eastern Plazs, DN
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Mr. Mesbahuddin Ahmed (ex-teacher) : Chief Election Commissioner
OFn. Harun Ur Rashid & OFn, Faziul Haq : Election Commissioner

Please confirm your attendance in OFA, DC AGM by Bth May 1696

at his residence, Khan Lodge, Road # 98, South ‘side of DIT bt g
Market, Gulshan 2. 1000 - 1100 hra Business Session
1100 - 1230 hrs Election
All relations, friends and well wishers are requested to attend | | rpas
the Chehlum. | 1900 - 1945 ha ' Matters
200.2046hs  Coremonial Dinner
I Band Show by Renaissance
: | _...,..“""“ teacher
Looking for an Apartment Circsiar e e A e
With l..,akﬂ ViEw ,} B e hh mm“m-“ﬁ ____________________
g 8 4 - Posts : President, 2 \fice Presidents, General Secretary, Jtﬂmhomlury
MM W PGWt Treasurer, , Secretary-Sports & Cultural Affairs, 3
Members. 2Lﬂyvhvﬂhmwhmmmnﬂl
-L). . Finalization of voter list - 3¢d May 1998
;ﬂ#ﬂ{ m Filog of H_lnhuyuufunnuﬂnhumpunﬂhdﬂ-mulhr
Four beds, four toilets, drawing / dining / living, Scewtiny of Nemination Paper o May 1908
e ; : - i ithdrawal of Nomination Paper
maid's room with toilet, two reserved car park with | || Announcement of Finai List of Contestants E:ﬂ: \
all modern facilities & beautiful surroundings. m:;:ﬂ- c:h;-nm R _‘I:Ih:y1“ '
The Election Commisgion Consists of - -

882002, 607114 (Res)

. ===

OFn. Musieh Uz Zaman
General Secretary
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Yggnt To Hear A STory
S i _IIMUM Is Going

Ye Tcll You A Fun-Filled

ﬁcmt Story and give you
BLDW STICmﬁS yea Hooo I
S : Cmm In A Series Of 4
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JUST FINISHED HOUSE ON TEN

KATHAS OF LAND AT BARIDHARA ROAD
NO-1, PLOT NO-11, ADJACENT TO
JAPANESE EMBASSY CONSISTING SIX
DUPLEX APARTMENTS EACH 2400 SFT,
3 BED, 3 BATH, DRAWING, DINING,
FAMILY LIVING, SERVANTS ROOM
WITH BATH AND GARAGE SPACE
AVAILABLE FOR RENT, FOREIGN
ORGANISATION/EMBASSIES/NGOS
PREFERRED.

PLEASE CONTACT
PHONE: 9554810/412883
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THE BUCKINGHAM
EXPERIENCE

Our unique four - term year commencing
January enables students to graduate with
an honours degree in two vears. Places are
' still available for January 1997 on a wide
' range of undergraduate and postgraduate
degree programmes including |
Accounting

Business

Economics -

Law

& International Hotel Management

= Toursm

% Professor Douglas Stoddart
8 MA (Cantpb), PMD (Harvard), PGCE (Oxon),
Senior Lecturer in Marketing

&= will be pleased to talk to anyone requiring
further inf . :

A presentation will take place on
Date : Wednesday 24th April 1996

Time : 5.00 pm
Venue: The British Coundil
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The 2

British &= Auditorium, 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka
Council 88 nterviews will be held after the presentation
-::El:i Jh For a personal appointment please call

on B68005-7
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Please visit today your nearest SINGER Showroom-cum-Sales

Washing Machine

Washing, Rinsing and Spinning —
easy solution to all these troubles

Q Singer Washing Machine ‘
saves you from the trouble of
washing

Q Low electricity cost

J Consumes less water

Attractive Singer Washing machine brings convenience to
your bome and gets the desired leisure for every bousewife

™ - e Ny - w
" w . el . A B
. ot Yy S N i R e L R = e, =
. e R O, T B ML e i) ; ’ : _,.-k_:- v
- bl L . r i
e L. o - u _ & i - N ! I.
g e, T T i T T, AN s ) 1
o . . b " S, e o
%, o ., o
e i b -"-I -, - b "y b e . o o
5 T T "-.:.:.:._..,'-. e

RRINEN

R SRR R R,

v Singer Washing Machine —

PN

SINGER

Your Family Company

Centre or SINGER Exclusive Sales

Agent




