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NEWS BRIEFS

Talbott greets
Habibur Rahman

Acting US B8Secretary ol
State Sitrobe Talbott has
Ezted Muhammad Habibur

on his appoinimenti as
the Chief Adviser of the care-
taker government. In a mes
sage to the Chief Adviser Tal
bott hoped that his appeint
ment is the first siep
smooth transition towards as
elected government which w
work for the development and
prosperity of the countrv. re-
ports UNB.

SC goes on

By SC Correspondent

Both the Divisions of the
Supreme Court are going on
vacation today and will report
on May 5. During the vacation
the amber of the Appellate
Division and vacation benches

of the High Court Division will
T.

Jamaat rally in

Jamaat-e-Islami will hold a
public meeting this afternoon
at Manik Mia . Avenue. Partér

chief Prof Golam Azam will a
dress the rally. reports BSS.

500 BNP men
resign in Pabna
PABNA Apr 18 Some 500

BNP leaders and workers in
Faridpur thana of the district
resigned today protesting what
they said the undemecratic
ractice within the party M N
usuf, the BNP thana unit sec
retary. at a press conference
said that they quit the party for
giving shelter to the armed
terrorists and lack of demaox
- +
Ir{-;% within the party reports
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21-p0mt draft election manifesto

Awaml League ie&ders observed one minute's silence in remembrance of those killed during

the recent movement at the beginning of the party's extended meeting at the Engineers'
Institution in the city yesterday.

— - Star photo

AL for 'war’' against corruption,
independence of judiciary

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League will
launch a 'war’ against corrup-
tion, introduce agricultural
subsidy and go for indepen-
dence of the judiciary and
'depoliticisation’ of the admi-
nistration.

This was contained in a 21-
point draft election manifesto
of the party.

AL chief Sheikh Hasina pre-
sented the draft manifesto be-
fore over 1,500 party delegates
from across the country at an
extended meeting of the party
at the auditorium of Engineers'
Institution in the city yester-
day. The manifesto covered
various issues of national and

litical importance ranging
rom law and order to cul-
tural development, from inde-
pendence of the I!.udtciar:.r to
transparency of the adminis-
tration and fmrn foreign policy
to industrial development.

In her 75-1ninute inaugural
speech, the AL president also
touched on issues like updat-
ing voters' list, proving allega-
tions of corruption against
those in the immediate past
ﬁ?wzrnmfnt and expediting

e illegal arms recovery drive.

See Page 12 Col 3
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shells refugee
camp 1n Lebanon

TYRE (Lebanon), Apr 18: At
least 94 people were killed by
the Israeli shelling of a UN
refugee compound today in
Sout
cials said.

"We have admitted 36 bod-
ies," doctor Ali Khazem at Na-
jem hospital told AFP. :

Doctor Mohammad Basma,
at Jabal Aamel Hospital, said
that another 58 bodies had
been transported to his facility.

The two hospitals also took
in 69 injured from the refugee

compound, located at a UN
{:oeacckl: base in the wvil-
age of 10 kilometers

60 killed in
Indian train
accident

NEW DELHI, c5:;r 18: Sixty
people were killed and more
than 100 injured when a pas-
senger train collided with a
stationary goods train in
northern India today, the
Press Trust of India (PTI) said.
reports Reuter.

The accident took
near the town of Gorakhpur,

See Page 12 col 7

Lebanon. hospital offi-

lace -

south of
AP adds Ita a massacre,’
Goksel, spnkeaman for thc

4.500-strong UN Interim
Force in Lebanon, told The As-
sociated Pres. "The numbers
are frightening

[t was not clear whether
any of the 70 Fijlan peace-
keepers at the base were
among the casualties. But offi-
cers in the base told Robert
Fisk. correspondent of Lon-
don's Indc]i:endent newspaper,
that at ast 40 civilian
refugees who fled an 8-day-old
Israeli air and artillery blitz
against Hezbollah guerrillas
were dead.

"Dozens of refugees lay on
the ground in pools of blood,”
said Fisk, who arrived at the
base shnrtly after the shelling.
"Bits of human bodies are ev-

erywhere."

Earlier today. lsraeli war-
planes fired missiles at an
apartment building in southern
Lebanon, killing 1} people in-
cluding a mother, her 4-day-
old daughter and six other
children, the Lebanese army
said.

At least 10 others were in-
jured in the attack on a village
near the market town of
Nabatiyeh.
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The current power crisis
due to short supply of gas. will
continue at least for another
summer unless urgent mea-
sures are taken for augmenting
fuel supply, reports UNB.

Officials of the Power De-
velopment Board (PDB] said
the wer generation units
faced with a short supply of
250 milljon cubic feet gas per
day which forced them to
loadshed some 277 megawatt
eleciricity ev day

They"smid (here was-ne sign
ol unprmrtm-rnt im the owverall
power supply situation, rather
it might worsen within a cou-
ple ol days if steps like divert-
ing gas supply from lertilizer
units to electricity-generation
cenitres are not taken imme-
ciately.

The country is suffering
from power crisis while the
power sector is suffering from
gas crisis.’ sald an official of
the PDB. the state company
responsible for power genera
tion and distribution

The officials said they were
etting only 300 millon cubi«
eel ol gas per day agajnst their
requirement of 455 million

cubic feet which caused a pro-

duction shortfall of 520 MW in

off-peak hours and 200 MW in
hours.

In the capital alone, the
tune of loadshedding is 125
MW every day against the ac
tual demand of 950 MW. The
power shortage in the city also
worsened water supply situa-
tion in this summer period,

The officials said the pro
jected requirement was 2220
MW for the peak hours 1‘n

Eid-ul-Azha
April 29

The National Moon Sighting
Committee has decided that
the holy Eid ul-Azha will be
celebrated on April 29 as the
meon of Zilhaj was not sighted
anywhere in the country yes
terday reports BSS |

According to a press release
of the Islamic Foundation yes
terday. the commitiee took
the decision at a meeting with
Religious Affairs Secretary and
vice president of the commit
tee Dr Joardar Abdur Rashid in
the chair.

Power crisis may worsen
in a couple of days

April-June period while the
actual prt_‘:-d'uctiun capacity is
2229 MW _ But the gas scarcity
and fall of water-level in Kaptai
Lake have made them unable
to use full capacity.

Already the units in Gho-
rashal and Raojan, two of the
largest power gepneration cen-
tres in the country, have been
affected severely while Sid-
dirganj centre stopped genera
tion because of the gas short

Supidy of pas witl sihwink
lurther today when the
Karanaphuli Fertilizer Com

pany (RAFCO) resumes opera-
tion. Shikalbaha centre will
have to be closed while the
Raojan 210-MW unit will pro-
duce only 130 MW during ofl-
peak hours and 180 MW dur
ing six hour peak time

The five units in Ghorashal
centre having a total capacity
of 660 MW are generating only
350 MW during off-period and
500 MW during the peak pe-
riod of six hours in the evening
and at night

The Kaptai hydro electricity
centre is generating 100 MW

See Page 12 col 7

Next poll is
crucial for
party, says

Hasina
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League Chief Sheikh
Hasina has asked her party's
grassroots level leaders to
keep in mind that the coming
election is very important for
the party and cautioned that if
the party loses its existence
would be at stake.

The AL president warmnmed of
Drastic and immediate action”
against anyone violatipng party
disciplines. She asked party-
rmen” o rﬁfﬁm'ﬂeﬂm against,
what she said. conspiracies
ﬁi,'amqt party interests.”

‘Conspiracies are being
hatched not always from out
side the rty but sometimes
from inside the party. So. keep
vourselves vigilant,” Hasina
told party leaders at the con-
cluding sesSion of the ex-
tended meeting of the party
last night at the auditorium of
the Engineers’ Institution.

She also directed the
party s grassroots level leaders
to start a door-to-door vote so
liciting campaign in their re
spective areas

‘Don't waste your time pur

See Page 12 col 1
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Bank loan defaulters:
EC for fresh ordn

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) is likely to seek fresh
promulgation of the ordinance
debarring bank loan defaulters
from participating in the gen-
eral elections tomorrow, offi-
cials here said.

EC officials said that they
have [inalised the proposal
seeking fresh promulgation of
the ordinance. After approval

| by the head of the caretaker
| government.

it would then be

Nurullah
withdraws
resignation

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas accepted the letter of
withdrawal of resignation of
Attorney General Mohammad
Nurullah on Wednesday, re
ports UNB.

Earlier. Nurullah withdrew
his letter ol resignation from
the ollice of the Atlorney Ge-
neral and praved to the Pre-
sident for its acceptance. an
official announcement said
yesterday.

lorwarded to the President.
The ordinance debarring

bank loan defaulters from par-
ticipating in the elections was
first promulgated just before
the February 15 parliamenta
elections but it became inef-
fective as the short-lived sixth
Parliament could not pass it as
an Act.

Major changes in the origi-
nal ordinance #s unlikely dur-
ing the fresh promulgation.

"We did not make any major
changes in the propesal.” a top
EC official said adding that
anyone barred under the ordi-
nance to participate in the last

arliamentary elections would
Ee again identified as default
ers under the fresh proposal.

"We had a month's time
expiring on Saturday to seek
the promulgation of the ordi-
nance,” he said.

The EC also plans to seek
re-promulgation of the ordi-
nance regarding voters’ iden-
tity (ID) cards soon. The ordi-
nance regarding voters I[D
cards became ineffective as it
was not passed by the sixth
parliament.
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Chief Ad\..xs Muhammad Habibur Rdhﬂldll pn*a-;dbd o er lhv me&tmg of the l:.xecutwe C ummntee uf Natmnal Economie

Council (ECNEC) ﬂt the conference room of the (_abinet Division }reatﬂrday
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| the competitiveness,

— PID photo

ESCAP survey suggests measures| Eight projects
to stabilise macroeconomy

Bangladesh needs to en

| hance 1ts competitiveness. in-

crease the level of investment
and its efficiency. rove
human resources. and ess
its poverty problem to main-
tain a favourable macroeco-
nomic environment. says the
Economic and Social on
Asia and Pacific, 1996.

The stabilisation pro
gramme implemented in the
early 1990s has vielded posi-
tive results and these mea-
sures are to achieve
sustained economic develop-
menl. the survey published
ESCAFP observed -

About the need to enhance
ESCAP
said, A more concerted effort
£y drrcgulatt and liberalise
domestic markets and inter-
national trade is expected to
expose local producers to
greater competition and
thereby improve efficiency and

m

| competlitiveness

e
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Omn investmen!. the annual
survey said the aims for public

By Staff Correspondent

investment should be to con
trol and improve management

of expenditure programmes,

enhance revenue through fiscal
and tax reforms and reduce
the drain on public resources
thro privatisation of state-
e enlerprises

For private investment,
ESCAFP said. the aims should
be to provide transparent

Unesco office
in Dhaka

By Staff Correspondent

The United Natjons Edu
cational. Scentific and Cualtural
Organisation (Unesco) has
opened an offite in Bangla-
desh

Ansar Ali Khan. the Unesco
Representative in Dhaka. has
been rnited Director of the
office. which beecame opera
tional recently

A Unesco release said that

See Page 12 col B

policies. improve legal and
institutional framework. and
provide regulatory, adminis-
lrative and legal support ser-
vices as reguiréd

About the role of the gov-
ernment in helping private in-
vestment. the survey said the
government should actively
involved in imparting skills
and training, infrastructure
develo t. information dis-
semination, technology trans-
fer and research.

ESCAP saw labour-intensive
activities as the major inter-
vention to employment gener-

ation. Export expansion and
labour market will also
contribute to that end, the
survey said

It nah:l health care for the
rural lation, enhanc
suppﬂrl population contr

family pllnnlng safe
dnnktni water and sanitation
and providing universal
mary education are for
human resource development

See Page 12 col 8

involving
Tk S541cr
approved

The executive committee of
the National Economic Council
[ECNEC) yesterday approved
eight projects involving Taka

541 crore. including project
assistance of Taka 249 crore,
reports BSS.

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman presided over
the meeting held at the cabi-
net room.

Advisers in-charge of differ
ent ministries Syed Ishtia
Ahmed, Professor Muhamma
Yunus, Professor M Shamsul
Huq, Shegufta Bakht Chow-
dhury, M Nasiruddin, Dr
Wahiduddin Mahmood, Syed
Manzur Elahi and Dr Jamilur
Reza Chowdhury were present
at the meeting.

Official sources said Taka
26 crore and B0 lakh have
been allocated for post floed
primary education rehabilita-
tion and Taka 131 crore and
19 lakh for construction and
rehabilitation of school build

See Page 12 col 7

22 more govt officials
transferred

The Government yesterday
transferred and posted 13 offi-
cials as depuly secrelaries. one
as cultural adviser and eight as
directors in different min
istries and divisions, reports
BSS.

The government has trans-
ferred Dhaka District Deputy
Commissioner A H M Abul
Kashem to the Economic Rela-
tions Division. Kishoreganj
Deputy Commissioner Md.
Fazlul Huq to the Ministry of
Industries. Faridpur Deputy
Commissioner A F M Abdul
Huq Chowdhury to the finance
division. Rajbari Deputy
Commissioner A F M Matiar
Rahman to the Ministry of
Health and Family Wellare,
Lhiuajunﬁk ty Lununiut
oner Md atrgur Rahman to
the Ministry of Industries,
Cox's Bazar Deputy Commis-
sioner Sheikh Mahabbat Ullah

to the Ministry ol Women and
Children Affaira S{‘lhﬂ Deputy
Commissioner Afzal
Hossain to the Establishment
Ministry, Sirajgan] Deputy
Commissioner Syed Abdul
Malek to the Ministry of
Commerce. Nilphamari Deputy
Commissioner Faiz Ahmed to
the local government division,
Nawbganj Deputy Commis
sioner Md. Golam Mawla
Mazumder to the Ministry of
Establishment. Rajshahi
District D!!:l::uta(l Commissioner
Md Abdu alek to the
Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Tourism, Deputy Secretary of
the Civil Aviation and Tourism
Ministry Nasiruddin to the
Ministry of Establishment,
Chandpur Deputy Commis-
sioner Md. Golam Kibria as
Deputy Secretary in the

glnﬁ Division and Jhenidah

See Page 12 col 8

Urban population
61pc absolute poor

More than 61 per cent of
Bangladesh s estimated 10
million urban population are
ahsolute poor huddling in
shanties a[rnnﬂt without siC
civic amenities and health ser
vices. according to a study by

the Planning Commission. re
ports L/NB
It revealed that fMimay

shacks and makeshift kutcha’
structures constitute nearly 75
per cent of housing of urban
poor and in capital Dhaka. 89

r cent of the poor house-
I:::nhh live in a single room of
nnl%Il'j sq ft

ese urban poor spent 63

Fcr cent of their earnings on
ood alone, while 40 per cent
children of school going age
do not go to school

The study report was pre
sented at a workshop In Dhaka
rrntrrdav with Finance and
lanning Adviser Prof Wahi
duddin Mahmud attending its
inaugural session as the chiel
guest

The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) lhunded the study

to monitor trends in urban
poverty prior to execute its
Urban overty Reduction
Project in Bangladesh

A group of Dhaka University
academicians, led by Professor
Nazrul Islam of the Geography
Department, worked as the
consultants of the study con-
ducted on 3,000 households in
Dhaka and nine other metro

polis and mnndu; towns.
As the study a ated ac-

ceas of urban poors to credit
and tenure access to khas
land to mitigate the severity of
urban poverty, the Finance
Adviser cautioned against facil
ities which might work as in-
centives for rural-urban migra.
tion

He spoke in favour of pro
ductivity enhancing projects,
including education and health
facilities, for urban .

Prof Mahmud saild since ur-
ban rty was ‘a spillover” of
rural poverty any strategy to
mitigate urban poverty should
he a part ol overall national

See Page 12 col 8

ward the people who will give
corréct tips for recovering the
illegal arms and ammunition to
make the current countrywide

illegal arms hunt a success,
reports UNB.

nouncement yesterday,
people who will give secret
information will get financial
rewards at the rates given bel-
low: Tk 15,000 for each LMG
(foreign),
SMG (foreign);
each rifle (foreign);
for each rivolver/pistol (forei-

ﬁun!shnt gun (foreign); Tk 200

each live bullet and Tk 100 for

j cials an

e i e R e i —

on illegal arms

The government will re-

According to an official an-
the

Tk 10,000 for each
Tk 6,000 for
Tk 5.000
gn); Tk 3,000 for each
or each
made

pipegun and local

Iire-armq Tk five for

each
bomb.

Taka deyalued
again

By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
yesterday devalued the Taka by
another 25 poisa against the
US dollar, etfective from Sat-
urday next.

With the new downward ad-

large sized powerful

justment of the Taka, the cen-

tral bank huym% rate now
stands at Taka 41.65 instead of
the previous Taka 41.40. The
bank's selling rate to the au-
thorised banks is now at Taka

See Page 12 Col 2

Caretaker govt

biased: Salam
Talukdar

The BNP charged the care-
take government with carrying
out ‘biased activities' that were
destabilising the whole situa-
tion and undermining its ob-
jective, reports LINB.

The blame came from the
extended meeting of the BNP
national executive committee
at the Institute of Engineers
on Wednesday.

Briefing newsmen on the
decisions of the meeting at the
party central office yesterday
evening, party Secretary Gen-
eral Abdus Salam Talukdar said
the caretaker govermment had
breached its avowed reutrality
in its deeds.

To underpin his observa
tion, he listed some activities
mr,ludir(f mass transfer of offi-

employees, "harassm-
ent” of BNP leaders and
workers in the name of arms
recovery, government's silence
in apprehending armed
terrorists and transfer of the
officials who participated in
the political programmes du-
ring the so-called noncoope-
ration movement to their
places ol choice.

"Probably, all this is being
done to appease a particular
party.” he observed.

See Page 12 col 7

Body of Tejgaon
Polytech JCD

leader found
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday recovered
the decomposed body of a stu-
dent of Tejgaon Polytechnic

' institute from a house in South

Begun Bari under
thana.

The victim was identified as
Mizanur Rahman Mizan 24, a
third vear student in the elec-
tronics department of Tejgaon
Polytechnic Institute and con-
venor of Jatyiatabadi Chhatra

See Page 12 col B

Season's first

shower

By Staff Correspondent

The city experienced the
season's first shower vesterday
eveni

The welcome shower, pre-
ceded by a briel storm. came
as a relief to the city dwellers
after weeks of searing heat

Met office had earlier fore-
casl a dry weather until 6 pm
yesterday. but did not mention
any storm.

Traffic on the city streets
became thin as the rains
started at about 6 pm and con-
tinued intermittently for about
an hour

SA-India final
at Sharjah
today

Sports Reporter

South Africans iake on India
in the linal of the Pepsi Cup
cricket tournament at the
desert venue of Sharjah today.

The 50-overs imatch begins
at 10:30 am BST Star Sports
will telecast the match live

South African reached the
final by winning twice each
against Pakistan and ndia in
their flirsl appearance al
Sharjah. India edged out
Pakistan on a better run-rate
after winning once and |
the other against their sub
continental rivals.

South Africa will be led
Hansie Cronje while India wi
be skippered by Mohammad

Tejgaon

i Azharuddin.



