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International

Clinton pledges to keep
one lakh troops in Asia-
Pacific region

| Buy more Bangladeshi
goods, Chief Adviser
| urges Bhutan

S-Asia tipped to post 6
pc growth, 8 pc inflation

'NEWS BRIEFS

WB mission chief
meets Dr Jamilur

The World Bank mission
Chief in Dhaka Pierre Landell

Mills called on Adviser for
Energy and Mineral Resources
and Water Resources Dr
Jamilur Reza Chewdhury at his
office here yesterday. During

also

resources sectors.
discussed the possible ways
and means ol future cobpera-
tion of WB in the energy and
mineral resources sector, re-

poris UNB. -

Raphel arrives
in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD, Apr 17 US
Assistant Secret of State for
South Asian airs Robin

?ﬂﬂ arrived here Lloday on ‘aj
ve-day regional tour expecte

to focus on ways of resolving
the civil war in Afghanistan.
Raphel to Alghanistan on
Friday for two days after talks
with government leaders here.

Pakistani official said, reports
AFP.

The law enforeing ;
during the count drive
for illegal arms recovered, 32
firearms and some ammunition
and arrested 20 The
arms and ammunition include
three s, iwo revolvers,
two single barrel-guns. 20
pipe-guns, five LGs, 43 bullets
and cartridges and 36 bombs
and :Hﬂnrml‘jﬂau of explo-
sives, reports B.

Gano Forum team
meets CEC

A four-member Oil
of the Gane Forum led by pre-
sidium member Major General
(retd) Khaliflur Rahman called
on the Chief Election Cosamu-
ssioner CEC), Mohammad Abu

Hepa. at his ollice erday.
During the —:'la1 they
discussed maitters relating to
coming Jatiya Sangsad =
tions, reporis BSS.

16 killed in Indian
bus accident

NEW DELHI, Apr 17: At
least 16 were killed
and 24 in Maharashitra
today when a bus pi off a
bridge into a dry river . the
Press Trust of India said.
Police said 10 of the injured
had been admitted to hospital
i serious conddition. The acci-

dent occurred on a highway

linking Bombay, the Mahara-
shtra capital. to the western
s city of Pune, reports

A Gano Forum delegation
led by Dr Kamal Hossain vis-
ited Mujibnagar in Meherpur
district marking the Mujib-

nagar erday. The

mcr:ﬁg:!m d:Lgnion are
Begum Nurjahan Morshed,
Pankaj Bhattach . Sham-
suddoha. Mostafa Mohsin
Montu. Jamil Chowdhury and
Abdul Matin Chowdhury. re-
ports UNB.

Al least two children were
burmnt alive and several persons
injured in a devastating fire
that gutted some 150 thatched
houses and left more than two
thousand people homeless at
the Babupura slum in Nilkhet
in the city yesterday.

Identities of the two chil-
dren, one aged about 6 and the
other a about 10, could not
be known till last night.
Dhanmondi police said they

urccnvered the bodies and sent

those to the Dhaka Medical

College Hospital for autopsy.

The two children were trap-
in a hut.

Six fire fighting units
rushed to the spot immedi-
ately after the fire broke out
around 12:30 pm and brought
it under control within an
hour.

Local said the

people

By Staff Correspondent

prompt fire fighting operation
saved part of the slum and the
adjoining old books market
and the Nilkhet T&T complex.

The cause of the fire and
extent of damage could not be
known immediately, fire ser-
vice officials said.

However, a rickshawpuller
wlio. was at the spot then
claimed that the Hre origi-
nated from the kitchen of a
roadside tea stall. Some local
Ecupie claimed that the fire

roke outl from near a garage
there.

A microbus, parked in the
garage, was also damaged in
the fire, local people and fire
service sources said.

BSS adds: BNFP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia visited the
fire-affected slum.

She expressed her deep
shock at the devastating fire
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Fire gutted part of the Bubupura slum (

over their losses yesterday.
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2 children burnt alive
in Babupura slum fire

incident and sympathised with
the affected people. Begum Zia
said her party would do every-
thing possible for the succour
of the fire-affected people.
Gruel kitchen has been
opened by the BNP (o serve
food to the allected people.
UNB adds: Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina has
expressed her deep shock at
the deaths and damages in the
fire at the Babmipura slum. She

also svmpathised with the af-
fected people.

In a statement, she called
for providing adequate relief
for the victims and urged the
rich and the party leaders and
workers to come forward to
help the aflected people.

Hasina also prayed for the
salvation of the departed souls
and demanded proper treat-
ment for those injured

e

o :'-_':' s
e el o
i 1'-: Zal ""l':'

- s -

Top) in the city and women (Bottom) wailing

- Star photo

‘Tax collection falls short

of target by Tk 300 cr

Country's tax revenue dur
ing the last three guariers ol
the current fiscal slipped off

' the target by more than Tk
| 300 crore as collection drive
| tumbled in

the past two

months of itical turbulence,

reports

vl tax revenue I"El'_'ﬂp[‘
dur July-March period o
Lht’ﬂ%ﬁﬁ—& fiscal stood at
about Tk 7 560 crare, down
the period's target'af Tk 7.865

Sources in the ol
Fimance attributed the slump
to sharp fall in the cellection
of customs M; particularly
during the of February

| crore

| and March. as well as poor re-

~ JP. threatens polls boycott

1

lwrn from income tax.

Customs duty cellection,
which tetalled at 2630 crore
up to March. lell short ol the
target by more than B8 per
cent. Shortiall in income tax
was vel worse as the collection
from the head was trailing the
projection by aboul 16 per
cent or more than 150 crore.

Collection of both the cus-
toms duty and income tax
were even lower than that of
the corresponding months of
the last fiscal (1 -95).

Tax revenue collection was
ahead of the Larget by about Tk
B7 erore till J . but the
situation plum following
severe disruptions in foreign

trade and Industry in February
and particularly in March

An official of the National
Board of Revenue when con-
tacted., however. said the rev
enue position was nol as bad as
apprehended .

He said the Board was stil
not forecasting any revenue
shortfall at the year end. The
official added that a vigorous
collection drive was now on.
resulting in a “very good” cel-
lection performance in the
current month

Anolher source in the rev-
enu¢ board, however, cau-
tioned thal good performance
of April might not sustain in

See Page 12 Col 4

unless Ershad is freed

The Jatiya Party might
out of umurdmlnfa‘l race if ﬁ

jailed chairman. foriner presi-

dent H M Ershad. is not re
leased before the elec-
tions, reports UNB.

A final decision on its par-
ticipation in the coming elec-
At 28 m e gt g

at S
rally at the ik Mia Avenue.
JP m member Begum

| Roushan Ershad said.

Exchanging views with
SOMme sSeTior at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday

morning. she suggested that
the election would not be fair
and neutral if her husband was

kept in jail.
“We want to the neu-
trality of the caretaker gov

| ernment " she said, adding e

was nol anyone's gift. neither
was it installed at anybody's
T S
*The establishment of the
caretalker nt. the JP
leader . was a victory of the
and the oppesition
that achieved il
a movement.
"H we want a fair and neu-

parties
th

tral election and a real repre-
senitative it then Er-
shad will ve 1o be set free

before the election ™ she said.

“The last caretaker gov-
ernment did not maintain its
neutrality. at least with the
Jatiya Party. And i this care-
talger do the
S e it will also lose its

" she said

Roushan Ershad further

said: "N Ershad is not relecased.

it will be undemocratic.” She
observed that it would be un-
lortunate for the nation if the
coming election is not held in
a free and fair !

: to the cases filed
against Ershad, she said the

[ormer president had been
framed out of dge and vin-
dictiveness. She pointed out

that Ershad had not been al-
lowed to be released on bail
when his other co-accused in
E:l same case had been given
She mentioned the arms
case nst Ershad in which
he had been given 10 years
sentence by the lower court.
but subssequently released by

the st court.
ng to a question as to

See Page 12 col 6
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Defence Ministry:
President sees

nothing wrong

President Abdur Rahman
Blswaiqycstcrday said the De-
fence Ministry and the Armed
Forces Division are placed un-
der him in accordance with
the 13th amendment of the
Constitution, reports UNB.

"There is nmhinf, WTOT1
it and nobody should confuse
public mind about it,” he said
referring to the statements
made by certain political par-
ties regarding the allocation of
the Defence Ministry under
the President.

He said the government
has already clarified the posi-
tion in this respect,

President Biswas was talk-
ing with a 10-member delega-
tion of Islami Shashantra An-
dolon when it called on him at
Bangabhaban. Its Chairman
Barrister Moulana Korban Ali
led the delegation.

Earlier. members of the
delegation thanked the Presi-
dent for appointing the care-
taker government within a
very short time and stressed
the importance of recovery of
illegal arms for holding the
next election in a free and fair
Hnnner.

Hajj delegation
leaves
tomorrow

A three-member Hajj dele-
Elalinn headed by Adviser for
ealth and Family Wellare and
Religious Affgirs Major General
Iretd) Abdur Rahman Khan
leaves here for Saudi Arabia
tomorrow on a |5-day official
tour. reports UNB.

During their stay in Saudi
Arabia. the delegation mem-
bers will meet with the high-
level Saudi authorities and dis-
cuss matters of bilateral inter-
est.

They will also attend other
relat state functions in the
country, said a PID handout
vesterday
" The other members of the
delegation are Justice A M
Mahmudur Rahman amd Direc-
tor General of Health Direc-
torate Prof A K Shamsuddin

in

Siuddiqui.
They will visit Makkah.
Jeddah, Madina: Mina and

Arafat to see for themselves

the conditions of deshi
l..a](f plgtmz and- their
wellare,

AL extended

meet today

By Staff Correspondent

Around 1.500 Awami Lea-
gue delegates from across the
country would get together to

| discuss and exchiange views on

i
1

|

crucial issues of national and
political importance at an
extended meeting of the party
in the city today. according to

party sources.

With AL president Sheikh
Hasina in the chair. todav's
meeting is scheduled to be al
tended by all members of the
presidium. central working
commitiee and advisory
committee of the party and
presidents and general secre
laries of the party's district

and thana units. Former par

' liament members of the party

are also likely to be present al
the meeting that hegins at 10
Ser Page 12 Col 2

Khaleda goes to
Khulna Apr 23

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Apr 17; BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia is expected to address a

blic meeting at the Circuit
ﬁ;uu ound here on April
23. a party press release.
It will be her first visil to
Khulna after resignation as
prime minisier

Meanwhile. Jamaat chief
Prolessor Golam Azam will be
accorded reception by local

units of the party on April 20.
He will also ess a blic
et at the Circuit House

Ground on the same day .

SSC examinee
stabbed to

death

From Staff Correspondent
SYLHET. Apr 17: An SS8C

examinee was stabbed to death

nllﬂhy a group of young-
men y.

Syed Ahmed Dildar 16, ol
village Syedpur in Jaganna-
thpur thana of Sunamgan
distriet, succumbed to sta
injuries at the MAG Osmani

ical College Hospfital here

today .
Family members of the vic-

m:ﬂmduutnmumﬂ:!
ngmen of the neigh
Y r called him out

village

of his village home to accom-
them on way to the thana

Rudqunn:r-.

family members said.

Shibwr
r thana unit o
hhatra Shibir blamed
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal ac-
tivists for the killing.

, the J th-

However., the cause of the

murder could not be aacer-

| tained yet, police sald.

ey took him
to the nearby field of old court
and stabbed him severely. the

the victim to be a

Islami
the
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Khaleda urges party delegates

Adopt pragmatic tactics,

sink differences

Khaleda aﬂﬂreasing
BNP EC meeting

By Nazmul Ashraf

BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia has instnicted her
party men across the country
to -adopt praﬁmatic political
tactics, sin differences,
maintain discipline and forge
total unity in the party to en-
sure its victory in the coming
general elections.

The instructions were given
to some 1500 delegates who
attended the closed door ex-
tended meeting of the National
Executive Committee of the

arty at the auditorium of the
nstitution of Engineers in the

capital yesterday, meeting
sources said.
The nearly 10-hour meeting

began at about noon with the
party chief and former prime
minister delivering her inau-
gural address,

Khaleda Zia began her 38-
minute concluding speech at
9:29 pm after listening to
some 150 leaders of the
party’'s district and thana
units.

Khaleda said, "To win the
coming polls, we must attract
prospective candidates from
other parties. It's a political
tactic because simple politics
does not work now-a-days."

In this regard. she advised
her partymen to name such
political leaders of their re-
spective areas.

In response Lo grievances of
many party leaders. who failed
to secure nomination in the
previous elections, the BNP
chief said. "We must give top
priority to the party's victory

See Page 12 col 1

In another major adminis-
trative reorganisation. some
senior officials and a large
number of TNOs (Thana Nir-
bahi Officers} were transferred
or promoted.

Director of the National
Security Intelligence M
Wahidul Haq has been pro-
moted to the post of Director
General of the same depart-
ment. according to an official
handout last night.

Senior Finance Controller
(Army) Faruq M Siddigue was
appointed Member [(Finance)
ol Water Development Board
on deputation. DC of Madari-
pur M Moslem Ali was made
Director of Disaster Manage-
ment Bureau. DC of Rangamati
M Kamal Uddin was appointed
Director of BRTC. DC of Mou-
lvibazar M. Abdul Matin ap-
pointed Trade Mark Registrar,
DC of Khulna Mujibur Rahman

- made Director of NO€ Bureau

By Staff Correspondent

DC of Jessore Mohammad Ali
Akand was appointed Director
ol Youth Development De-
artment, Deputy Secret of
ndustries Ministry M Abu
Zafar was appointed Director
of IFAD project. and Officer on
Special Duty of Establishment
Ministry M Saheb Ali Mridha
appointed Director of Land
Administration Training Cen-
tre.

Thana Nirbahi Officers

S M Faisal Alam. Thana Nir-
bahi Officer (TNO] of Dumuria
thana under Khulna division
was transferred to Atoari thana
of Panchagarh district. while
the TNO of Atoari thana Taluk-
dar Shamsur Rahman replaced
S M Faisal at Dumuria.

Md Abul Hasnat Khan. TNO
of Harinakundu thana under
Jhentdah district was trans-
[erred to Panchbibi thana of

Jaypurhat_district. Md Mabh-

‘More senior officials, large
number of TNOs transferred

bubur Rahman, TNO of Jhikar-
achha thana under Jessore
jstrict was transferred to
Puthia thana of Rajshahi divi-
slon.

The TNO of Biswanath
thana of Sylhet Division Md
Mahfuzul Karim was trans-
ferred to Tongibari thana of
Munshiganj district, while Md
Amjad Hossain, TNO of Ton-
gibari was transferred to Kalia
thana under Narail district.

Md Mohsin Ali, TNO of Mo-
hammadpur thana of Magura
district was transferred to
Rayganj thana of Sirajganj dis-
trict, while Md Matiar Rah-

man. TNO of Kalia thana under

Narail district transferred to
Singair thana under Manikganj
district.

The TNO
Sadar thana

of the Jessore
A KM

Lutfor

Rahman was transferred to

Biswanath thana of Sylhet di-
See Page 12 col 7
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Seminar marking Mujibnagar Day

Unite against all conspiracies

Speakers at a discussion
meeting here yesterday called
upon the people to unite
against all conspiracies and to
uphold the spirit of the
Liberation War.

Awami League arranged the
discussion at the Bangabandhu
Avenue to mark the historic
Mufibnagar Day On April 17 in
1971 the elected repre
sentalives of the then East
Fakistan had formed the pro-
visional government' of Ba-
ngladesh at a manﬁn grove at
Bayddernath in Meherpur. The

lace was laler named Muji-
nagar after the name of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

By Staff Correspondent

Rahman, the architect of the
country's independence.

Wit
Abdus Samad Azad in the
chair, the discussion was ad-
dressed by senior leaders of
the party and its front organi-
sations. AL president Sheikh

Editorial on page 4

Hasina was scheduled to pre-
side over the discussion but,
could not attend due to illness,
according to the organisers.

Earlier, AL also sted The

party at
office gﬁ at
Bangabandhu Bhavan at six in

National Flag and
the party's central

the moming and placed floral

AL presidium member

wreaths at the

portrait of

Bmxﬁabandhu in observance of
the day.

Speaking at the discussion,
Abdus Samad Azad ealled upon

the

people from every starta of

life to rise against what he

called
and to
ing elections.

He also demanded immedi

the new conspiracies
give their verdict
against the BNP in the upcom-

ate placing of the defence min-
istry under the disposal of the
Chief Advisor from that of the

President and gearing u
the illegal arms recovery drive
AL gen

Page 12 Col 3
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announces

the promotion of its own brand of computers:

\ (S
Advanced Computers and Systems Integration

With ACSI we will provide computers customized to suit your

particular need.

THE SALIENT FEATURES OF ACSI wiLL. INCLUDE:

Rigorous burm tests.

* Full one-year warranty.

* Supported by & company who are the leaders in networking.

v mmdnmwmmmmm
* Free software Iinstallation,

* The most competitive price in the market.



