Seminar on mass movement told

Civic community must continue
efforts to attain objectives

Speakers at a seminar in
y observed that
through the recent mass
movement, the elementary
rounds for the effective re-
ection ol the commoner's
wills and urges in democracy
and deve nt have been
repared but doors of these
r‘n great unities are yet
to be unlocked, s BSS.
The dynamic efforts of the
civic community have to con-
tinue in order not only to sus-
tain the primary achievements
but also to attain the greal
ts the mass movement
ght before the nation,

as
t added.
he seminar on
“Democracy and Development
in the Perspective of nt
Mass Movement”’ was organ-
ised by the Association o \‘.hw.;r
Development encies o
Il:.nﬂatﬂ:lh (ADAB) at the audi
torium of the Academy for
and Development.
Former chairperson ol the
ADAB Kushi bir presided
over the seminar while coun-
try's eminent economist Prof .
Atiur Rahman preseuted the
key-note paper on the subject.
Executive Director of the
Association of Land Develop-
ment and Land Reform Sham
III.EII Huda, P‘r;f. I.ulfml:t Rah:l?nﬂ
of Banglades culture Uni-
versity, Prof. AJM Faruque of
Dhaka University. Dhaka
Union of Journalists (DUJ )
General Secretary Azizul Islam
Bhutyan. Bangladesh College

University Teachers Associa-
tion General Secretary Mo-
hammad

Ttlcherl" Association

Primary
Vice-President Sufia toon.
Bangladesh Muktijoddha

Sangsad executive member
Abdul Mannan Chowdhury.
leader of Nari Ad-
hikar Andolan Rokeya Kabir
and Trinamul J than
leader Belal Hossain part
in the discussions.

The speakers said that the
rt;mt mmmm(t:hhal t
about a ru.l ange in
politics of the country but not
in the lot of the common peo-

While terming democracy

as an indispensable element
for deve t. the speakers
said that transition to democ-

racy is dependent on various
basic ts like civic en-
gagement, political equality

a sense of decency. toler-
ance and trust.

Referring to various mass
movements of the past, the
speakers observed that
through each movement some
kind of aspirations and hopes

had been  generated among

the people. ] among
ad ICU.\:E}' taken

those who
part in the movement. But
each time the people were
disappointed as their
tations were not materi
in their true sense,

They said that in the ab-
sence of an institutional pro-

cess of handing power and be-

ised

cause of the fallure to establish
a real transparent and ac-
countable administration all
the movements of the
people for restoration of
acy could not attain

Tuming to the present day
zr:md ty of the civic so-
y. the s said that
uick and action should
taken to establish peace
justice in society through

mauonu{hw
tion

further said that the
be

Eovcrm:-ml should
given kinds of coopera-

tion by all democracy-loving
and for freeing
country illegal arms
and terrorism.
said that in the inter-
est of restoring confidence
among the peop& the official
media should be made au
tonomous and be used as the
places lor and
ure of true democratic val
ues.

They saild that for building
up a true people's welfare ad-
ministration efforts should be
made so that the pro-liberation
forces could win in the forth-
coming polls. Effective resis-
tance should be made against
‘black-money’ ‘black-persons
and 'black arguments so that
the hopes and aspirations of
the general masses could be
reflected in the outcome of the
coming electipns.
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Changes a

was made DC of Narsingdi, DC
of Lalmonirhat Kazi Farid
Ahmed made DC to Rajshahi,
DC Kushtia Md Nazrul Islam
made DC, Chittagong, DC of
Magura A K M Musa was made
DC of Nawabganj.

Director of Land Adminis-
tration Training Centre Md
Sekander Ali Mandal was made
DC of Lalmonirhat. Iftikhar
Ahmed of DLRC of Barisal
made DC of Khulna, Deputy
Secretary of the Ministry of
Industries K M Abul Ahsan
made DC of Natore, A M M
Farhad Deputy Secretary of

= ab.sainent  Ministry
made DC of I'Lishurn:%anj. Di-
rector of the Bureau ol Disaster
M ment A F M Sirajul Hucl
made DC of Kushtia and Abdu
Mannan, Deputy Secretary of
the Finance Ministry, was
made DC of Bhola.

Besides, depuly secretary of
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Md Shahjahan
Siddique, Bir Bikram. was

Pabna BCL chief,
24 other students

arrested

PABNA. Apr 16: Police ar--
rested 25 student leader and
workers on various charges
from different parts of the
district today. reports UNB.

Golam Farooq, district unit

resident of the Chhatra
ague, was among those ar-
rested during separate drives.

Police said the arrested
student activists belonged to
the BNP-backed Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD), pro-Awami
Leagues Chhatra League and
Jatiya Party-supported Jatiya
Chhatra Samaj.

The Awami league and its
front organisations. in an in-
stant protest, brought out a
procession in the town.

t DC level

secretary of the Jatiya
Secretariat Sharil Tayya
Rahman was transferred to
Madaripur as DC.

The director of Directorate
of Youth Md Amirul Karim was
posted to Rajbari as DC, while
deputy secretary Ministry of
Commerce Shah Alam was
made DC of Rangamati.

The additional director of
Jamuna B Authority Gho-
lam Shafek Miah was made DC
of Moulvibazar, Director of
NGO Bureau Noor Mohammad
was made DC of Feni.

The . director of an IFAD-
funded project, Saiful Alam,
was made of Faridpur.

Cultural adviser to the
Ministry of Culture Ali Imam
Majumder was made DC of
Cox's Bazar, registrar of Trade
Mark A K M Shamsuddin was
made DC of Sirajganj, deputy
secretary of Local Government
Division Md Mizanur Rahman
was made DC of Jhenidah.

Deputy secretary of the
Ministry of Women and Chil-
dren’'s Affairs. Md Khaled An-
war was made DC of Chandpur,
director of BRTC Md Nuruz-
zaman Xhan was made DC of
Magura, while Nikunja Bihari
Nath attached with the Admin-
istrative Reform Committee
was made DC of Munshiganj.

Changes in the administra-
tion at the top as well as at
the field level initiated by the
carctaker government soon
after taking office.

Some major political parties
demanded recasting of the
administration as for holding
free and fair elections.

Two committees were set

u to recommend necessary
r:lEan s,

made DC of Nilphamari, dep.t;lg
ur

|
So far the government has
brought about some major
changes in the Election
Commission, the civil and the

police administration and the
civil administration,

- day

‘Mujibnagar Day

From FPage |

The government in-exile
was sworn in at Meherpur on
this day in the presence of in-
ternational media. Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man, who was being held in a
Pakistani prison at the time,
was named the President and
Supreme Commander of the
Liberation forces while Syed
Nazrul Islam was made the act-
ing President.

Tajuddin Ahmed was named
the war-time Prime Minister,
a post he held till Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman took over in
early 1972.

e other members of the
provisional cabinet were Cap-
tain Mansur Ali, AHM Quam-
ruzzaman, Khandaker Mush-
taque Ahmed., and Colonel
MAG Osinany, the Commander
in Chief of the Liberation
Forces.

A memorial has been
erected at the site of the cer-
emony in the war-time tal.

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina, in a siatement on the
occasion, noted with deep

ef that the "anti-Liberation

orces had distorted the his-
tory of liberation by
the state power after the
killing of the Father of the Na-
tion 1975.

"On this day our pledge will
be to advance the struggle for

an exploitation free

buildi

Sonar a as cherished by

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman,” she sairl.
Highlighting .he signifi-

cance of da, “heik~. “asina

said that the b

Tﬂihnﬂaf on April
March 26 declaration of inde-

over

roric 'Charter
of Liberation' wz. adopted at
17 in
1 on the context of the

pendence and later on the War
of Liberation was directed on
the basis of that charter.

Various organisations have
taken wup elaborate pro-
grammes to observe the day in
a befitting manner.

To mark the day Awami
I.F..«;:agutdwﬂl hni?’t the National

ag and party at the

office and b::ﬂﬂhu ma
at six in the morning, place
wreaths at the portrait of
Bangabandhu at 7:30 am and
hold a discussion at Banga-
bandhu Avenue at 4 pm. AL
president Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to chair the dis-
cussion.

Meanwhile, the AL also
formed a Mujibnagar Day Ob-
servance Preparation Commit-
tee with its presidium mem-
ber Qamruzzaman as its
chairman, Meherpur district
unit president Md Hishabud-
din and general secretary Md
Ismail Hussain as convenor and
member secretary respec-
tively, says a party press re-

lease.

Bangladesh Mujibnagar
Karmachari Kallyan Sangsad
will also hold a discussion at 4

m today at Hotel Rajmoni
sha Khan in the city. Dhaka
City Corporation Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif is scheduled to
attend it as the chief guest.

Society for Parliamentary

Democracy has the au-
thorities con to put up
special programmes on radio
and television ting the

historic significance of the day.

The Supreme Court La
mﬂtnfﬂangahnndhul’nrm;

will hold a discussion on the -

historic 'Muji Day' tod
at the auditorium g‘f tig
Supreme Court Lawyers' Asso-
cialion at 4 pm, :
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3 killed, 5 hurt
In city incidents

By Staff Correspondent

Three persons were killed
and five others lnllurcd in sep-
arate Iincidents ol violence In

the city gmllerda‘y_

One Shaharul Miah, 26 was
killed when a speeding truck
collided with a tempo on Biswa
Road in Shabuj area in the
city at around 4:45 pm, police
said. "
One Robiul Islam, 40, was
killed in another road accident
at Uttara at around noon. He
died on the spot, medical
sources said.

Police recovered bedy of
one Monwara Begum. 35. from
a slum in Mohammadpur area
in the city yesterday. Monwara
was poisoned to death. accord-
ing to medical sources.

In another incident Kabir
Hossain, 32, and his wife
Sulekha, 25, were stabbed by a
ﬁmup of muggers near their

ouse at Monipuripara in the
city at around 6:30 am ter-
: were admit to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH).

One Akkas Khan, 25, re-
ceived bullet injuries in a clash
between two local groups in
Rayerbazar area yesterday
morning. Medical sources said
Akkas was admitted to the
DMCH.

One Joynal. 25, sustained
bullet injuries at Moghbazar
while Shamim, 16, received
wounds by splinters of crude
bombs at Nawabganj in the
afternoon.

Extended meet of
BNP EC today

By Staff Correspondent

BNP will hold an extended
meeting of its National Execu-
tive Committee at the audito-
rium of the Institution of
Engineers in tHe city today.

e meeting, scheduled to
begin at 9 in the mo . will
be attended by the central
leaders, presidents and secre-
taries of the party's district
and thana units and former
BNP MPs of the sixth parlia-

ment.
Party chief Begum Khaleda
. be-

Zia will be in the chair.

The extended meeting
ing held ahead of the parlia-
mentary elections, 1s expected

to discuss the party's polls
manifesto and preparations.
nominations an organisa-

tional matters including intra-
party issues, party sources

Central leadership would
also listen to the party leaders
and workers at the grassroots
level, they added.

2 killed, 15 hurt
in Ctg road

accident

CHITTAGONG, Apr 16: Two
persons were killed and 15
others injured when a Chi-
ttagong-bound passenger bus
fell into a roadside ditch near
Indurpool under Patiya thana
on Chittagong-Cox's Bazar
road, about 20 km off here
today, reports BSS,

Police and eyewitnesses
said the accident occurred
when the gaua—eng:r bus from

Cox's azar reached
Kanchipara, suddenly the
driver lost contrel over the

steering wheel and the bus fell
into the ditch killing two pas-
sengers and Injuring 15
others.

Of the victims one, who
could not be identified imme-
diately, died on the s while
Lokman, 27, helper of the bus
succumbed to his injuries at a

local hospital.
in Colombia -
BOGOT. 6: 1
30 mlmfgz' Lueﬁt mn;:;
guerillas in an early-momn-

ing ambush in the southern
town of Puerres near the

Ecuadoran border, Military.

sources said, reports AFP.
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Chief Justice ATM Afzal (R) administering the oath of office to Abidur Rahman (L) and
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Moshtaq Ahmed Chowdhury (C) as election commissioners at his office yesterday.
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'Body to rationalise

rural bank losses

By Staff Correspondent

Commercial banks invelved
in rural banking should find
out ways and strategies to
make the vil -banking
temn economically viable A
senjor Bangladesh Bank official

erday

"The government has
formed a commitiee to ra
tionalise the losses the bank
branches in rural areas are in-
rurrilzi* sald Mahbubur Rah-
man Khan. Deputy Governor of
Bangladesh Bank, while Inau-

rati a seminar on “Inter-
inkage banks. NGOs
and informal credit sectors for
rural development In

Ba 5
E!r anised by the Bangla-

desh Institute of Bank Mana-

ement (BIBM) at its con
erénce room. the central bank
official told the seminar that
the bank branches incurring
losses in the rural areas might
be closed soon.

Citing a dismal picture of
the rural economy. he said de-
spite the dominance of the ru-
ral sector in the national econ-
omy. the rate of agri-
cultural credits are very
— 20 r cent during the
1994-95 period.

Although the percentage of
rural bank branches have in
creased substantially. from 48
per cent in 1974 75 to 63 per
cent in 1993-94. the rural
banking sector has also grown
with some shortcomings. Khan
noted

"Low rates of recovery cou
pled with high transaction
costs have turned many rural
bank branches economically
nonviable,” Khan pointed out

However. the central bank
official suggested for ndﬁpun?
strategies (0 make the rura
bank branches more viahble
“Linkage between banks NGOs
and the informal credit sector
will not only reduce the loan
default and transaction cosls,
but also will increase the num
ber of beneficiaries.” Khan
added.

Earlier. in his address of
welcome, BIBM Director Gen
eral A H M Nurul [slam Choud
huri emphasized on integra
tion of the rural financial mar
ket. "The more a financial
market 1s integrated and inter-
linked amang Its various seg-
ments. the better is its savin
and Investmen!t process.
Choudhuri said.

BNP

From P 1

She reiterated her allega-
tions that the political oppo-
nents of her party were “con-
spiring to sell out the national
independence and sovereignty
to their foreign masters.”
Their recent movement was
directed to that end. she

allegﬁ.
ere are some people
who live and work in this

country but deposit money in

another country. such
people on this soil. there
would be no development of
m -

Listing development works
during the tenure of her gov-
ernment, Begum Zia said,
"Bangladesh could be com-
garucf with Malaysia, Korea and

ingapore if the of de-
velopment was allowed to con-
tinue uninterrupted.”

As regards her govern-
ment's steps for the civil ser-

vants. the former Fd.me minis-
ter claimed that maximum

number of officials and em-
ployees were promoted and
they enjoyed. various benefits
during her regime. She asked
the government servants not
to be misled .by the “vested
quarters.” She aleo thanked

y in city

them for cooperating with her
ﬁnvﬂnmtnt in implementing
ifferent development pro-
jects
In his speech. BNFP vice-
president Prof A Q M Badrud-
doza Chowdhury also de-
manded the next polls by May
30 and said people will launch
agitation if it is not held by
that deadline. He also accused
the three ties (AL, JP and
Jamaat) ol conspiring against
in May. “They have united
to combat the BNP as their to-
tal strength is less than that of
the BNP." 1
Secretary general ol the
party. Abdus Salam Talukdar,
told the meeting that conspir-
acy was on to delay holding of
the polls to see résults of polls
in another country,
Demanding the polls in
May. Talukdar said. "People

will gherao the office of the
Chief Adviser if the elections
are delayed in the name of
pre voters' list.”

e NP leader further

said, "(If returned to power]
we must take action against
those government officials who
sided with a political party and
revolted against a legitimate
government.” ;

take oath

Former Secretary Abidur
Rahman and retired district
judge Mostaq Ahmed Chow-
dhury took oath of office as the
Election Commissioners yes-
terday, reports LINB

Chief Justice A T M Alzal
administered the oath of office
to the new Election Com-
missioners at his office.

Presidennt Abdur Rahman
Biswas appointed them as the
Election Commissioners on
Monday

Chief Election Commissio-
ner Mohammad Abu Hena and
Secretary of the Election
Commission Secretariat Mu
hammad Falzur Razzak were
present at the oath-taking
ceremony

BCL activist shot
on DU campus

By DU Correspondent

An activist ol Bangladesh
Chhatra League, Masum, was
shot by some unidentified
armed youths yesterday eve-
ning al the Milan Chattar near
the TSC of Dhaka University

The victim. a final year stu-
dent of economics department
and a resident of Zahurul Haq
Hall was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
bullet injury in the thigh.

Sources on the campus
claimed that the incident was
a sequel to intra-party feud in
the Awami League-backed
Chhatra League,

[llegal arms
factory found

in Cox's Bazar

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR. Apr 16: Cox’s
Bazar Sadar thana police have
unearthed an illegal arms
inanufacturing fact in deep
lorest under [slam

They also rec
cally-made gun,
fles. huge am

tion an uipment from
the factory, € sources

The manufactur illegal
arms eep forest
when poli he area.
None was ted in this re-
gard.

Meanwhi x's Bazar dis-

trict police rerovered a total of

94 illegal arms. 30 crackers

3131::! 65 bullets during last 15
yS.

They also arrested 456 per-
sons from 7 thanas for alleged
involvement in manufacturing
illegal arms.
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versy at all. Rather, they (BNP)
did a blunder by keeping the

defence ministry under the
President.”
Tuming to 'corruption and

other misdeeds’ by the imme-
diate past BNP regime, Hasina
demanded debarring of all cor-
rupt persons from contestin
the elections and scrapptr:‘f, o
the 'black law’ that, according
to her, had barred the Bureau
of Anti-Corruption from prob-
ing into allegations of corrup-
tion against ministers, MPs,
followers of the party in
power and government offi-
cials without the permission of
the then prime minister.

As the prime minister had
enjoyed the power of the giv-
ing or not giving permission
to the Bureau for n in-
vestigations, the corrupt peo-
l;:ll:t cl;lcmalneld out of tfhmallll and
00 people's wealth, alleged
Hasina: ¥

When a reporier wanted to
know whether her party was
contemplating lodging cases

those in the BNP gov-
ernment who, according to
hcé'. lgeﬂd misused r and
indulged in acts of nepotism
and corruption, Hasina averted
a direct answer, sa "Yes, |
urge all who know about the
misdeeds of the fallen gov-
ernment to lodge cases.”

"It has become a tendency
to get rid of charges after do-

corruption while in power
and again it has also become a
fashton to speak loudly
against corruption a;'ter relin-
g:_lllhlni power.” said Hasina.
o P

tion in the fifth L

Turning to the issue of vot-
ers' list, she emphasised
stren of the election
offices at district and thana
levels both in terms of mone-
:3 support and man
demanded immediate

up-
d.m}! f the voters' list by
simp the process of reg-
Istratjon. ' i

Hasina:

Simplify

To simplify the process. she
demand dru;g.)ing of various
conditions and preparing a
simple form on the basis of
which, she said, teachers of

rimary and high schools and
eld level government em-
loyees could work for modi-
ng the voters' list.

She said while the number
of voters was supposed to in-
crease by at least 50 lakh now
over that in 1991, the number
had dropped by 60 lakh. "Many
minority community and tribal
voters could not get enlisted.”
allegcd Hasina.

he also demanded a probe
into what she said misuse of
Tk 265 crore on voters' list
head and added that the list
prepared during BNP rule
could in no way a flawless
one.

About illegal arms, Hasina
alleged that the formeér BNP
government had given 20,000
arms to activists of the party's
front or sations and those
were being used in criminal
acts like theft, dacoity and
murder and suppressing polit-
ical opponents.

Demanding cancellation of
licences of those arms, Hasina
called for expediting the re-
covery of illegal arms for the
sake of a sound law and order
in the country.

She also demanded imme-
diate removal of all "political
appointees from courts, banks,
insurance companies and au-
tonomous bodies and cancella-
tion of all contractual ap-
pointments at home and
abroad." :

Pledging to bring trans-
m'em:}r and accountability in

ru

of the state appa-

ratus, if to , the AL
president said recruitment,

, tenure and security
of the employees of the
Republic would determined
in accordance with articles
133, 134, 135 and 136 qof the

. party

Pprocess

Constitution,

She also pledged to con-
sider ‘sympathetically remu-
neration and other faecilities for
employees of the Republic and
“if needed we will take deci-
sion in this regard by forming
a pay commission.”’

Recalling the role of the
army in peace keeping mis-
sions abroad, Hasina said. "We
always prefer to keep the
armed forces above political
coniroversy. We will further
enhance their image by mak-
ing the force more efficient
and modern.”

Lauding the role of non-
government organisations in
various fields of social devel-
opment, Hasina said, "We are
extending our full support to
NGO activities.” :

"We intend to lead the na-
tion to advancement on the
basis of national consensus,”
said Hasina.

Expressing deep concern at
attacks on newspaper offices,
she condemned such incidents
and demanded arrest of the
persons responsible.

Responding to newsmen's
queries, the AL chief said if
elected, her party would give
autonomy to-electronic media
and privatise the BSS. The

Hanﬁladeah Times and The

Asked about electoral al-
liance, she averted a direct re-
ply, saying "Ours is a multi-
emocratic system. Here
would like to con-

every part
tions with the ob-

test the e

jective of further consolidating

the process of democracy.”

In response to a question
relating to de bank loan
defaulters from testing the
elections, Hasina said, "A dect-
sion should be taken in this

‘regard.”

About her ty's sition
on the issue ];?r‘L'“;:n Party
Chairman. Ershad’'s release,
Hasina just said, "We want law
to take its own course.”

BEIRUT. Apr 16: Lebanon's Prime Minister Rafik Al-Hariri

said today it was d

"Our first im
it (the

a report
Reuter.
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Mothers, even fathers and

Er ts. with children in
their la crowded different
| F;:D{nf_l the city to vaccinate
their next generation against
| the cri disease yes-
terday. the first day of the

=

|
|
|

| ﬁunrduni and to cover the

National Immunisation Davs.
UNB. '
Children under the age of
five were seen at the vaccina-
:ﬂ“ tmtre;r:t Mitali Club in
gaon. ma i
o Riope .o
rallway station and Ward
Commissioner s Office at
Arambagh.
A total ol 900 centres were
set up in the capital to immu-
nise seven million children as

. part of the countrywide NIDs

Organisers opened some
| 2 lakh centres across the
country to vaccinate about 20
millien children during the
second NIDs. a 3-year-global
E;(’gﬁ:mm to er ale polio

the year 2000. Over 13 odl-
lion children of the same
Rroup are also to be su -
mented with vitamin A today

(Tuesday) and on May 16
Some 11U mobile leams.

however, were given the re-
sponsibility to motivate the

ocatin children of
metropolitan city.

Even the children. moving
in or out of the ca . were
alse not left out the pro-

amme. Al Kamalapur sta |

otary Club of Dhaka
Metr litan vaccinated 350
children who travelled by
trains uB to 3 pm.

The Dhaka City Ma who
visited the Sramajibi ﬁ:'p!u.l
hoped that Bangladesh would
be able to eradicate the crip-

ing polio disease SUCCEess-
ully implementing the immu-

Kamal

From Page |
sion In removing terrorism
and communalism from soci-

ety.
political

the

He said all
will have to cooperate for hold-
ing a fair and neutral election
under the caretaker govern-
ment.

Begum N Morshed,
Advocate Zahirul Islam., Dr
Abdul Hakim, Enayetur Rah-
man, Jamil Chowdhury and
Ranesh Moitra also spoke at

the meeti while part -
eral ucr:ﬂg Snil’uddil':: fhn
med Manik presented the
annual A

Dr Kamal that the

caretaker government and the
Election Commission monitor
the daily events and take nec-

steps to create an atmo-
sphere for holding free and
fair election.

Termi the general elec-
tions in 1986, 1 and 1996
as farcical. the Gono Forum
president said the country had
to sacrifice a lot for those
elections. ; :

"A fair and free election is
essential for saving democra
and in the greater interest o
the 12 crore people,” Dr Ka-
mal said.

Shipping lines
Fromm Page 1
and the rush of container ves-
sels has also decreased " he
CPA chairman said.

He informed that only three
ships were berthed at the

t for Beirut to a
US proposal to end an Israeli blitz

Immunization
First phase ends

the terms of a
Hizbollah

is that there is a difficult mmm'
) in Its current form.’ Hnﬂnuadacmrtﬂrgtn
Lebanon's official national news agency. says

L]

drive:

risation pr l:gl'ﬂ.l'.llﬂt-

T'm sure we will be able to
build a happy. disease-free
fj“‘-'ﬂﬁ‘?' fﬁrptﬂ next genera-
on. "~ said Mayor Mohammad
Hanif. who also visited other
cenires to see the

prownnfuwd:he.

mbers of the Scouts and
Girls Guide. volunteers ffom
NGOs like World Vision. BRAC

EEG
£

Session jam

From Page |

menced on July 15 and were
scheduiled to be over by March
14 this un-

these faculties were
sc heduled to begin from

Birt those will not be

in time.

Prof Emajuddin Ahmed.
Vice-Chancellor of the Univer-
sity. told this correspondent
that he was trying te reduce

the possible session jam. When
asked, he said that it was not
ssible to incregse num-

of classes due to

ol classrooms. Mﬂdm-hethu'
the DU authorities were think-
ing of reducing the 32-day
summer vacation from
M&jl{}. the vcﬂmuit t it
nee approval
cate. He said that thcywmzld
consider the matter if needed.

Classes in the be

university
fﬁlmﬂw K }"1‘ —
Boat Purchase Case
Mizan concerned
at filing of

appeal to HC

Mizanur Rahman Chowd-
huirv, acting chairman of the
Jatiya Party, yesterday ex-
pressed concern at the filing
of appeal in the High Court by
the state to enhance the pe-
riod of punishment of t
former president Ershad in
the Japanese boat ha
case. reports BSS. PRrE .1

"When WETe expect-
ing justice and heutral conduct
from the caretaker vern-
ment with regard to Ershad,
this ap has su and
amazed the nation.” Chowd-
hury said in a statemment. He
said the JP was d;e‘p con-
cerned at the fili II.L: ap-
peal by the caretaker govern-
ment to raise the period of
conviction of Ershad in a con-
spiratorial case by the fallen
BNPsaFuvcrnmcnt to take
reprisal. _

Chowdhury satd that the
Jatiya Party has always main-
tained that Ershad is a victim
of "BNP's vindictive politics”
and has been subjected to
"inhuman behaviour and cru-
elty” by the BNP regime
through filing of a series of
[alse and conspiratorial court
cases against him. He de-
manded an end to this situa-
tion from the caretaker gov-
ernment. The nation ed
a judicious and neutral outlook
on the question of Ershad and
not the continuation of the
previous regime. he said and
alleged that. it seemed the

rhost of BNP regime has de-

scenided on the caretaker gov-

outer anchorage today while
20 to 30 ships waited there
earlier.

For that reason the delega-
tion was sent directly to
Singapore to convince the for-
eign shipping line operators
about the prevailing situation
at the Chittagong port. the
acting chairman said.

He hnﬂed that the conges-
tion surcharge might be with-
drawn by these organisations
in consideration of present si-
tuation.

The foreign shipping lines
increased the surcharge on all

.container vessels from April 8

from 50 US dollars to 200
dollars per container.

Textbooks

From Page | .
The association will supply the
list of such stalls to the Educa-
tion Ministry which will be
communicated to the respec-

tive district administration.
These decisions were taken
at a meeting held at the Edu-
cation Ministry to ensure mar-
keting of textbooks at fair
rice. Adviser in charge of the
inistry of Education Mo-
hammad Shamsul Hogq

presider over the meeting.
The meeting expressed re-
sentment at the inadequate
supﬂ!}r of textbooks in the
market. resulting in the price

spiral.

The meeting was informed
by TBPSA that due to political
turmoil, the printing and mar-

keting of textbooks were ham-
pered for dela supply of
paper. The association also

said that the situation had im-
proved and the price would
stabilise soon.
The meeting formed an en-
quiry committee with Addi-
tional Secretary of the Ministry
of Education Alam as

chairman to the in
marketing tmm%
their sale at prices. The

committee will submit its re-
port to the Education Ministry.

ernment.

Bureaucrats

From Page 1

any drastic measures executed

by this government might be
questioned by the next one.”
Manzur Elahi noted.

He commented that the
context of the 1991 election
and the upcoming election was
different. In 1991, the terror-
ists groups wemnt into hiding
whereas they were at large
presently.

The Adviser took note of
the appeal of the businessmen
to urge the foreign shipping
lines to reduce the congestion ,
surcharge at the Chittagong

port. reduction of ty for
air frclghm by Biman
Bangladesh ines and to im-

prove the telecommunications
system as soon as possible.

FBCCI President Salman
Rahman noted that since the
political unrest nearly de-
stroyed the business commu-
nity, the government should
allow the entrepreneurs to
defer repayment schedule of
the bank loans.

He expressed his fears that
if the arms recovery drive fails,
the next election would be so
much violent that Bangladesh
would lose confidence in the
intermational arena. .

Different speakers gques-
lioned the T&T Board air+
man, present at the meeting,
as to why the cellular phone
séctor was not yel open to pri-
vale sector investment even
after the Board won a legal
battle with the City Cell com-
pany over breaking the
monopoly in cellular phone
business

Fresident of adesh
Computer Samity Zab-
bar was critical of the T&T
Board authorities for not re-
sponding to the demand for
installation of high data
transfer system, V-Sat, Inter-
net and ot facilities

Ban



