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Manir
Manir@nods. anu’eduw. au
Australia’

start that this survey is con-
As per Bangladesh law people

not voters. Moreover, many of
us don't have real touch with
the voters, so this survey may
not in any way reflect the true
voting pattern that might take
place in June 1996.

' My guess is primarily based
on last election held in 1991].

] think AL will be the
biggest party in popular vote
like last election. They may get
around 40% (in 1991 this fig-
ure was 38%) while BNP may
get around 30%. [ still think
BNP and Jl may have some
sort of elction friendship
against AL and so the parlia-
ment seats may not reflect
above pattern. The final out-
come may be something like:

AL- 120, BNP-100. JP-50,

JlI -10. Independent and
others-20
This will result in a hung
parliament. BNP may try to
form a coalition govt with JP. If
that is done. Ershad will
leased and soon after that an-
other election will become
necessary.
In the alternative, if AL and
JP form a coalition, Ershad
will be released but the AL govt
will survive since the reserved
female MPs will make their
number of seats sufficient to
have majority in the Parlia-
ment.

Zakirul Kabir
woOu7@acad 1. .unbsj.ca
Canada:

And my prediction is :
BNP: 155; AL; BO; JP: 30; JI:
12: OTHERS: 23: Total: 300.

Zamil Rahman
zrahman@®topaz.cqu.edu. au
Australia:

You are correct in figure
but you need to only one
change.

Look what will be the re-
sult: ;

BNP: 80; AL: 155: JP: 30, JIL
12;: OTHERS: 23, Total: 300.

Aslf Saleh '
asaleh@®eos. ncsu.edu
USA:
My prediction:
BNP. 110; AL: B85;JP: 70. JI:
1 20: other 15
Total. 300

Moazzem Hossain
meazzem@compass-da.com

USA:

WARNING: The following
are some political jokes an
the politics of Bangladesh. If
you are affillated to any politi
cal . party in Bangladesh and
have allergy of any sort of crit-
icism then you should not
read and try to enjoy the
jokes. Also if you do not like
David Letterman. because you
think he is explofting Mujibur
and Sirajul to make fun of
Bangladesh then you also
should not read and try to en-
joy these jokes. because these
jokes are written following
“Letterman Quiz™.

Furthermore, these are
solely based on my ocbservation
and understanding of the po-
litical situation of Bangladesh
and reading scb. So if you like
to flame me. picase feel free to
d- s0. Unlike our government

and politicians, | take full re-
rm_dthﬂtjoku

©: What will be the effect of
new constitutional ammend-
ment?

Al: We will get some respon-
sible politicians in future.

A4: All the army generals will
want to become chief justice
rather than

Al: Tauhc'that Khaleda Zia
is the "MOTHER OF ALL

| want to mention at the
ducted on a pool of non-voters.

not residing in Bangladesh are

| OPINION SURVEY ON THE FORTHCOMING
BANGLADESH ELECTIONS 1st UPDATE

Shah Rahman

srahman®osf1.gmu.edu

LISA:

| think Jatio Party will become

a key player and My distribu-

tion is: BNP: 125; AL: 105; JP:

60; IND: B: Jl: 2: Total: 300
So JP will play a mojor role

in forming the government.

Zafar Akbar
zakbar@cix.compulink.co.uk
UK:

[ say JP (Ershad)
BNP 20%; AL + Others
That is if it is not rigged.

609%:
20906,

Mahmood Hassan
hassan@kenroku. ipc. kanazawa-
wac. jp
Japarc .

Let there be LIGHTI

Sleep in peace in the paradise ]

of your own.

The Only Positive point if
there is: The image of Fight
Between 2 rival politicians.

A man can tasﬂy draw atten-
tion.

But Ershad??

NO NO No

Imtiaz Kabir
imtiaz@cix.compulink.co.uk
UK:

To all in SCB:

As promised in my original
message "OPINION SURVEY
OF FORTHCOMING
BANGLADESH ELECTIONS", |
am providing the first update
on the forecasts received h}r
me so far.

I have trawled through the
conference messages on the

subject (both attached to my -

original message as well as in-
dependent ones on the same
subject) and also those which
were mailed direct to my ad-
dress.

So folks these are the first
results in percentages (but
please sending them - those of
you who have not contributed
already): |

BNP 35.73%. AL 31.90%,
JP 22.39%. Jl 4.57%. Others
5.41%.

As you may have noticed, |
have not contributed mysélf to
this debate. This is deliberate !
However. my comments on the
forecasts received so far are as
follows:

Despite individual bias
feeding through. the collective
total is acquiring a realistic
shape. Whilst, | have no prob-
lem with JI receiving only
4.57%. 1 think most of you are
underestimating their support

Pop Quiz on BD Politics

DEHDLHALIES

A2. To take care of the force
that forced them to agree.

A3: Damn bureaucratal

A4. Khaleda Zia at last decided
to complete her HSC part
time

Q@ Why Feb. 15 election will
be a historic milestone in
Bangladesh politics?

Al: It was the first democratic
election in Bangladesh No?
Darrmi

A2 It made BNP realize that
they did not have the mandale
o take care of Bangladesh the
way they did for the last two

it world], won ALL the seats in
parliament before Feb |5

Q@ Why did AL make ties with
Jl to everthrow BNP?
Al: Enemy's enemy is fmend.
A2 They got a chance to sleep
with BNF's lex)lover
A3: LOVE IS BLIND"

Why did BNP break up with
JIlnlE'EH?
Al: Hmraﬂutm?
A2: They did not know that Jl
will fall in love with AL
A3: There is a thin line be-
tween LOVE and HATE. |
guess it toooooo thin in this
Case.

@ Why hartais still work in

make an argument with any
government.

A2: Who said hartals work [t
is bureaucrats whoe work (at
last).

A3: Peopie get a chance to see
Indian mowvie in VCR at home.

Q: Why was Hasina so adamant
to bring down Khaleda's govt.?
Al: She wanted to be atieast
the second woman prime
minister of Bangladesh.
Damn! first one was missed!!
A2: Wanted to avoid the ha-
trick of becoming the opposi-
tion leader.

A3. Personal rivairy between
Hasina and Khaleda

FROM
THE

NTERNET

The articles, or "posts” (to use Internet parlance) published in this page come from the Bangladesh
Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, dhnmhummlnnmthﬂmwhduhhﬁmﬁunﬂuwmmm
reprints these posts verbatim wnpleteuﬂthﬂmlhhlmwmarmﬂhjunmtheymldwmw

computer screen. They have only been edited for size and relevance to the subject matter.

A speech and the "seeds of instability”

This thread is based on a news
from The Janomot, a Bengoli
news weekly, published from
LONDON (4th - 11th April, 1996.)

Saiful Haque
<unknown>;

This following News article
reflects the personal thoughts
of the editor of "The Janomot"
and also the colorful imagina-
tions of M. Younus. Sorry for
not buying this cheap story.

M. Younus
mulﬂﬂﬂ.?@hermss cam.ac. uk
UK:
Dhaka, 1 April, 1996.
Indecent Remark of Fazlul
~Haq Milon.President, Jati-
atabadi Chatra Dal
(JCD).[Student wing of BNP).
"He who could teach Dr. Mo-
hiuddin Khan Alamgir for life
will be the great leader of

mendment, no democracy,
nothing will work until and
unless we come above the
party politics. Until we do not
put the country's interest
above party and personal in-
terest (that include all includ-
ing the leaders of BNP, AL, JI,
and JP), no caretaker govern-
ment will be able take care of
the country and politics for
better future.

Until we get rid of our
prejudice from our n#ind and
start respecting different
opinion from ours, no God will
give us better leaders we all
cry for to take us to the next
century. Because, the leaders
of a natien reflect the people
of the nation.

Md.Mahbubur Rahman
rahman@chem.ubc.ca
Canacler:

| don't know the authentic-

Until we get rid of our prejudice from our mind and
start respecting different opinion from ours, no God
will give us better leaders we all cry for to take us to
the next century. Because, the leaders of a nation
reflect the people of the nation.

--Moazzem Hossain. UUSA

To Drama Actress Tarana
Halim: "You will ot be able to
walk in the street wearing
shari! Your shari will be taken
off whereever we find you! You
will not be able to survive with
honour”.

Moazzem Hossain
moazzem@compass-da com
USA:

You are free to buy anything
you like. but may | ask why you
thought the editorial and
comments to be cheap. Do you
have anything that suggests
otherwise? The news about the
attack on Dr. Mohiuddin Khan.
came to this very newsgroup
We all blame the oppositions
for the hartals and destruc-
tions of last two years and give
credit to the oppositions for
Khalec a Zia s [all. Was it really
the oppositions’ hartals that
put an end to Kaleda's rule?

Or was i1l the rebellfon led
by Dr Mohiuddin Khan that
was the ultimate reason for
Khaleda Zia s fall? Did Khaleda
Zia call for revenge in a huge
public rally? We all know about
all these news? Are you sug
gesting all theae to be false?
Do you have anything to sub
stantiate your claim? Do you
think Fazlul Haq Milon cannot
follow Khaleda Zia's call for re-
venge against that force that
brought an end to Khaleda's
rule’* )

If you do not have any an-
swer 1o these, then | should
say that you are saying the =i
torial and comments cheap
because 1t criticizes BNP

No constitutional am

ity of this "Bengoli News
Weekly”, but if the news is true
this is very unfortunate for us.
We certainly don't expect such
kind of democratic(?) language
from a prominent Chatra (?7)
Leader. regardless of any party.
Another prominent Chatra (??)
Leader from rival group would
say the same kind of language
lo prevent the shari being
taken off.

Is there any end of this
kind of behavior? Do the polit-
ical leader ever think about
people? Do we the netters
think about our situation with-

fessions were in favour of Care-
taker Government.

Mr. Milon was addressing a
rally of JCD in Dhaka Univer-

sity.

K.M. Maniruzzaman
manir@okabe.t. u-tokyo.ac.jp
manir@asami.t.u-tokyo.ac jp

Japan:

| wasn't aware that Ra-
mendu Majumder had gone
through such a major opera-
tion. Or did it happen natu-
rally. as it did in the case of
the Rajshahi University stu-
dent years ago.

M. Younus, 'UK: The Reply of
Dr. Alamgir: "BNP's corruption
during last five years will be
disclosed as written docu-
ment”

K.-M. Maniruzzaman, JJapan: An
honest government in
Bangladesh seems to be
something like a ‘shonar
pathor bati' [oxymoron). But
since when are civil servants
allowed to make political
statements like that? The
whole manner in which the
bureaucrats paraded to the
‘Janatar Mancha’ and
announced their solidarity
might prove to be the seed of
future turmeoil and instability.

Mohammad Harunuzzaman
mharunuz@magnus.acs.ohio-
siate. edu

[TSA:

| agree fully with your last
statermfent. | am somewhat
puzzled by the lack of com-
preshension on the part of the
best of our elite of the value of
the separation of institutions.
We all understand and [ully
support the separation of the

We all understand and fully support the separation
of the executive and the judicial branches of

governmendt.

I am sure the bureaucrats who decided

to take a political stance also support this separation.
-Mohammad Harunuzzaman, USA

out taking any side? Of course
some netters do. though there
are lots of polarized posting
now-a-days | hope. SCB net-
lers will show meore unpolar-
ized views in their posting
which might create a signifi-
cant effect on country net.
ter /reader back home | also
hope that in future our greal
leaders will think hard before
the deliver their such great
lectures

(The opinion is mine only)

M Younus, UK:- He a'so made
obscene comment on Kabori
Sirwar (film actress) and Ra-
mandu Mojumder (drama
nriist)

It Is worth to mention that
these people of different pro-

executive and the judicial
branches of government. | am
sure the burraucrats who de-
ciderl to take a political stance
also support this separation
Yet they seem not to appreci-
ate the need for keeping the
bureaucracy separate from the
country's politics

| think the country already
has enough "seeds of instabil
ity | wohder what inspired
some of our bureaucrats to
make their own contribution
to this problem

Zakind Kabitr
wOOu7@®acad | unbsj.ca
Carexka

We appreciate your intel
lectual compliments. Please
keep on

BANGLA NOBO
BORSHOW ALO
DAR PRANTE

Mahmood Hassan
hassan@kenrolk ipc. kanazawa-
w.ac.jp
Kanazcnoa, ;

POHELA BOISHAKHE
ROMNA BOTO MULE-r Kotha
Mone Pore.

" Robindro Shangit ar shathe
Pora morich ar Panta Vat --
Khub Shokale ol ekti Din fire
abar pabo kobe?

Shudur Markin
Juktorashtrer Pittsburgh
shahar theke apnather
shobaike janachchi
Shubho NaboBarsha.
Bhalo thakun. Shanti

ashuk Bangladeshey.
--Ishtiaque Ahmed

Aro Age Borisale Boishakhi
Mela theke Koto Ki kine anar
Kotha mone pore. Eak poishar
banshi ar tin poishai kena Moa
Murki -r Kotha Vola ki Zay??

Please share moments with
people of Bangladesh who
might celebrate 1403 Bangla
Nabo Borshow with much joy
after a long struggle against
unjust.

1 have npened yet another
page to co-memmorate Bangla
Nobo Barshow in INTERNET.
Please have a touch of sweet
nostalgia clicking from:

http: / /kipcwww ipc kanaza
wa-u.ac.jp:8080/-med2 /28/
hassan html

In Kanazawa., Japan we
shall celebrate the day with a
cultuiral program at Interne-
tional Coffe Hour spot and offer
Bangla deshi dallicious food to
Japanese participants.

Shuvo Nabo Barshow!

Ishtingue Ahmed
alimed@alhimed . 4wing. upme. edu
http: / /ahmed. 41wing. upme.edu
[ISA:

Shudur Markin Juk-
torashtrer Pittsburgh shahar
theke apnather shobaike
janachchi Shubho NaboBarsha.

Bhalo thakun. Shanti ashuk
Bangladeshey.

Nalinaksha Bhattacharyya
bhatta®unixg.ubc.ca
onnada.

Sobaike Nobo Borsher Priti
o Shubhechha .Janai

Grantam SenGupta
imacs®aol.com
USA.

The Banga-Parichaya
(http: //users. aol. com/imacs/in
dex htmi}] team wishes Ben-
galis all over the world in gen-
eral. and participants in
soc culture bengall and
soc culture bangladesh in par-
ticular, a very happy and pros-
perous Naba Barsha! May you
all be successful in your jour-
ney, and find peace and happi-
ness where ever you arel

Shoumyo Dasgupta
TXD1 | ] @psuvm psu edu
USA

While | am reminding some
of the readers from Wesl Ben-
gal aboul some magarines we
all shared when we were li-
tle.] would also request our
Bangladeshi nettor friends teo
enlighten us about the
magazines you grew up with
] Shuktara : Remember
Handa-Bhonda and Bantul the
Great ?
2 Kishore Bharati - Nontey:
Phontey 7 Dinesh Chandra
Bandopadhyay s series on Runu
? | remember a dialogue which
was hilarious, stated about this
friend (?) of Runu. by his fa-
ther : ° O halay za koy tar
3. Tepantor : Was VERY good.

4. Chchotoder Katha: used to

be published from Bardhd-

haman

5 Jhumjhumi :@ a minl
ne. | still think it was

one of the richest. in terms of

quality :

6. Anandamela (of old days,

where we read Gabbush Gub-

bai, a story by poet Niren-
dranath Chakroborty, not the
recent version for “young
adults” ) _

7. Some special Puja numbers .
Can you remember some
names?

8. Please add on. . would love
o remmisce. .

Mahmood Hassan
hassan@kenrolo ipc. kanazawwa-
w.ac jp

Kanazmoa, Japan

In Bangladesh we used to
get Anandamela from India
after the birth of Bangladesh. It
was a very nice production for
the young. | mean "Kishore"

generation
I remember the Juvenile

Remembering magazines
from chlldhood

pages ol

| Chader hat (from Dhaka)

2. Kochikachar mela (do)

3. Dhan Shaliker Desh [do)

4. Tapur Tupur (From Chit

tagong)

5. Kishor Bangla

and some others. Please make
the list complete. | use to
write verses poems and sio-
rjes in some of these Juveniles.
It brought so much JCY to me
when | found my pieces In
those and it is beyond my abil-
ity to describe.

There were YOUNG OB-
SERVER and Uncle Kim's let-
ter and MORNING NEWS ailso
published a wonderful Juvenile
weekly page ( frogot the

=

name)

It's a nice initiative dear
Shoumyo, | appreciate wvery
much. Thanks for giving few
moments full of dear nostalgia.

Amab
<unknown>USA;

Dasgupta Apnar lekha-ta
besh narah dilo. Ami etai boltey
chaichhilam. Shoishober kago-
jgull jemo keu Dbanlijyik
jhokjhokey rupoli molat diye
Dhekey udhao kore
diyechchey. EKtao ki ch-
chotoder potrika ekhon beroy
? Chhoto maane chchoto.
"kishore” ba “young adults’

expression

know whal

expressed in these columns

- L
Disclaimer
The Internet is a global medium of communication and
it is free from all sorts of c
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all recetvers of the Internet.
We reproduce them authentically to permut our readers Lo
abroacd are feel
The Dally Star is not sesponsibile

and

and saying.

or the opinions
— Editor.

Hassan
<inknown> LSA;

Dasgupta, Apnar lekhata
poreh money porchchey je of
kagojgulir katha ami bodhoy
shunechchi Bahattor /Tiattor-e
Bangladesh thekey amader
kachchey (Kolkatay) amader
Naheed Khalamoni beRate
aashten. Uni Muktijudhdher
golpo bolten, ar shongey aan-
ten prochur chchotoder kagoj.

Amar Jotodur money
porchchey, Al Mahmud-er
“Amma bolen/ Porh-re

shona/Abba bolen/Mon Dey/
Paathey amar / mon boshena/
Kainithaal

chaalm)par /Gondhey” - ef
opurbo chora-ti kono ekla
shishu-potrikay prothom
dekhi Naam-ta mone
porchcheyna Bohudin por
Dhakay Shilpo-Kala Academy-
te giye jokhon oin)ke ei katha
boli. uni khub-i bishmite o

anondito bodh korechchilen.
Jhum-jhumi naamer je

kagojtar katha bolchchilam.
sheta chchilo char inchi by
char inchi ekta khudey por-
tika Sheta-tey, amar money
porey. Kallol Tripathi boley
ekjon baaro bochchorer chhe-
ley (shei shomoye baro) darun
chchobi aankto. Shey ekbar
e(n)kechchile "Bangladesher
Muktijudhdho™ naamer ekta
chchobi. Chchobita amar
ekhono money aachchey.
Okhanei porechchilam,
"lahia Khan/ Boro beiman/
Bangalirey mere mere/
korechchey shoshaan”. Tokhon
khub koshto hoto. Shei
koshto-tai ekhono buke niye
berachchi, Hassan-bhai.
Pradipta Chhandeo Sarkar
psarkar@iastate edu

[/SA:
Another favourite magasine

of mine was Kishor Ginlan
BiG(njan. Correct spelling in
English 7 Probably Kishor Jnan
Bijnan 7

erful

Agni Systems Ltd
Tel. 882379, 833984 A
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 Kazee Kareem

kazmkare@mars. utm.edu

WWW; .
http://192.239.148.46 /home.h
tmi

USA:

Hi all,

Please read the following
interesting afrticle at
http:/ /www.pacificnews.org/jin
n/stories/columns/movements
/950614-telecolonialism. html
|[Pacific News Service(PNS),
The View From the Pacific]

48 years after the departure of
the British Raj, 24 years after
the war of independence
against Pakistan. and four years
after installing democracy,
Bangladesh remains mired in a
Jform of colonialism as oppres-
sive as any in the region’s his-
tory. Bangladeshis and others
in the third world call it tele-
colonialism. PNS correspon-
dent Andrew Robinson reports
Jrom Dhaka in a continuing
PNS series on the global
telecommunications era.
Andrews Robinson

Date: 06-14-95

Telecolonialism -- elusive,
ubiquitous and almost impossi-
ble to combat -- is the newest
formr of colonialism to grip this
countrys 120 million resi-
dents.

Just as the British Raj once
controlled tax revenue and
Pakistan controlled the official
language. the communication
powers colonizing Bangladesh
today control something
equally important --informa-
tion.

One hundred years ago
Bengalis depended on England
not just for the luxuries of life -
- chandellers. tea cups, face
creams. cigarettes -- but for

‘forbidden

dia organizations -- not their
Bangladeshi. counterparts --
are the ones that dissect
Bangladesh into bite size data
packets for global dissemina-
tion. They are the first to tell
the world about the
"subjugated” status of women
in Bangladesh, the employ-
ment of child labor, or the
death toll of another cyclone. If
they want to sound positive,
they inform ,the world about
the success of their own de-
velopment projects.

"We get fnrei'gn reporters
here all the time,” says Tajul
Islam, public relations director
of the Bangladesh Rural Ad-
vance Commitiee, the largest
foreign-funded domestic NGO
in the world. "Ninety-nine
percent of the articles they
write about us are positive.”

One effect of this informa-
tion imbalance can be seen in
the trade debate over child la-
bor. While such communica-
tion-rich countries as France
and the U.S. try to persuade
the World Trade Organization
to withhold trade privileges
from Bangladesh because of its
child labor practices, many
international organizations are
persuading consumers to boy-
cott South Asian garments.

Yet it's virtually impossible
for Bangladeshis to learn about
the controversial practices of
foreign companies -- how, for
example, Chase Manhattan
Bank has been trying to influ-
ence politics in Mexico for
years, as reported in Harper's
Magazine: or the way many
loreign companies use sexual
images of women to advertise
their products (something
in Bangladesh).
Bangladeshis would never be

The cost of a telephone in Bangladesh, including
bribe money, is over $1,000. And even after receiving
the money, the Telecommunications and Telegraph
Board (BTTB) may drag its heels on the connection.

Widely considered the most corrupt government

body in Bangladesh, BTTB has, according to a
U.S. Embassy official, the worst record of any
telephone board in South Asia.

their daily attire. In today's
Bengal. not only luxury infor-
mation-* business manage-
ment, computer programming.
marketing. English grammars.
GRE books -- but ideas about
justice, democracy, domestic
development. the very concept
of the modern world itself. are
made and controlled by for-
eigners,

‘It's not uncommon,” says
Philip Gain, a local investiga- -
tive reporter. "that to get im-
portant information about
Bangladesh. 1 must call Amer-
ica. Getting information here is
a long and ar¢uous process.”

Part of the problem is a
lack of telecormmunications
infrastructure. The cost of a
telephone in Bangladesh, in-
cluding bribe money. is over
S1.000. And even after receiv-
ing the money. the Telecom-
munications and Telegraph
Board (BTTB) may drag its
heels ‘'on the connection.
Widely considered the most
corrupt government body in
Bangladesh. BTTB has. accord-
ing to a U.S. Embassy official,
the worst record of any tele-
phone board in South Asia.

Combine this lack of inter-
nal infrastructure with a pow-
external mass media
(from the New York Times to
the BBC), the public relations
departments of large interma-
tional human development or-
ganizations (Amnesty Interna-
tional. UNICEF. CARE. the
World Bank). and a plethora of
foreign supported NGOs train-
ing the journalists,
"empowering” the women, ed-
ucating the children of
Bangladesh. and you have what
some intellectuals here call a

ger problem
“t onialism.”

A recent study of the
Bangladesh media found that
almost all of the country’'s vi-
sual comprehension of the
outside world. through TV and

published photographs. comes
from outside sources. In seven

of the leading Bangla language
newspapers, 88% of the iIn-
formation about America car-
ries a Western media logo.

At the same time foreign-
funded development and me-

.ﬁ_

able to boycott these compa-
nies because they lack both ac-
cess to such information and
the means to publicize it.
Before their democratic
revolution fn 1991,
Bangladeshis were portrayed
by telecolonialists as a country
lacking In democracy and hu-
man rights. After all, they had
only a few daily newspapers --
unlike the dozens of major pa-
pers now running AP. Reuters,
the International Herald Tri-
bune: no CNN. BBC or Zee TV;
no "Santa Barbara" soap operas,
only a few private cars, hardly
any English-medium schools.
and almost no teenagers with
feathered bangs. sunglasses,
rock-n-rol T-shirts.

Today with a democratically
elected parliament that hasn’t
convened since March 1994.
opposition strikes that shut
the country down for weeks at
a stretch, a fertilizer crisis that
could lead to widespread
famine. election fraud scapdals
and a voter registration fiasco
that has stalled government
operations for weeks, one cant
help but wonder il the tele-
colonialist idea of a democratic
state was right for Bangladesh.

In perhaps the ulltimate
conquest of telecolonialism,
Bangladeshis today fight in the
telecolonialists’ wars -- just as
their ancestors joined British
troops during the Raj and the
Pakistani military after inde-
pendence. Over 3.200
Bangladeshi “Blue Helmets™ are
stationed around the world,
fought in the Gulf War, helped
enforce democratic elections
in Cambodia. accompanied the
U.S. into Haiti and are holding
the frontlines in Bihac -- not
because of any ideological

t with the cause but
"for the money. the thrill of
adventure. and the opportunity
to serve humanity,” as Nurul
Momen of Dhaka University
puts it.

That's just it. In the age of
telecolonialism, the telecolo-
nialists provide Bangladesh
with the one thing Bangladesh
has been struggling to achieve
all these years: the ability to
define its own humanity

The newsgroup, "soc.culture. bangladesh", has been
provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel. 883379).

You can alse take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questions/comments/inguiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will
be read and commented on by participants from around

the world. Letters should be no more than 100 words in .

length and titled

Please send or fax your Internet peosts to:
M. Shamimuzsaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet”, The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1208. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863035,




