KETCHUP

SHERBET

Dear readers. here comes
chess celebrity Niaz Murshed
in The Buily She Sports page with

his exclusive column
PAPERCHASE'". The first write-

up of country’s only Grand
Master appears tomorrow. Just
keep in touch!!

—Inside Today
Article

The Economy and
the Politicians:
Fact versus Fiction
by Iyanatul Isiam
Code of Conduct
for the Election
Column: Current and
Crosscurrent
by M M Rezaul Karim
Page 4

Live from the
Internet

A speech and the "seeds
of instability”; Bangla
Nobo Borshow Alo Dar
Prante; In
Bangladesh—Telecolo-
nialism replaces the
British Raj; and Pop
quiz on BD politics
' Page 5

Business

Britain takes mitiative
to boost bilateral trade
with Bangladesh

LDCs may miss many
global free trade-
created ities,
UNCTAD report says
Pages 6, 7
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| International
* Clinton, Kim agree to
convene four-way talks
. immediately

US announces delivery

of $ 368m arms to
Pakistan
Page B

Dhaka Day
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NEWS BRIEFS
~Partaloler
eclipse tomorrow

A partial solar eclip:tn!wttil

Bangladesh De-
t. The will be-

ﬁ: at ‘31.4 minutes past 02
h Standard Time

{(BST) and continue till 6 hr»
43.3 minutes. The greater
eclipse will occur at 4 hrs 37 2

minutes and its ude will
be 0.88. An ISPR release
said the ecli would not be
visible re in the coun-
try. reports UNB.

Arms recovered

The law-enforcing cies
during their drive

recovered 45 firearms and
some ammunition and arrested
18 persons yesterday The re-
covered arms and ammunition
include 12 sawed-off rifles
one pisicl, one revolver, two
singie barrel ’hgunl. 24

uns. two utter :
ETP;G LGs. 46 builets Jutr:

es. and 26 homemade

. reports UNB
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BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday de-
manded that the seventh Jatiya
Sangsad elections be held by
May. .
n]r_l call upon the Chief Ad-
viser to arrange the elections
by May and the Chief Election
Commissioner to announce the
electlon schedule immedi-
ately,” Begum Zia told a h
EHT meeting at the Mani

Avenue in the capital yes-
t afternoon.

: (the Awami League,
Jati arty and Jamaat-e-Is-
l-am:ﬁaﬂmt wanted polls in May
and they thought BNP was
afraid of the May schedule. But
we told the President that BNP
was ready for polls in Mg:;,r.“

s-
satisfaction over the ay in
announcing the date of the

prime minister
was critical of the non-party
caretaker govéernment and
termed arrest of activists of
BNP and its front tions
and of false cases
em in its drive for

recovery of ill arms as un-
necessary. Sheeg:]bu accused it

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17 1996

By Staff Correspondent

of ’'inaction’ against “"those
brandishing arms openly."
“This is not called neutral-
ity. The neutral governmient
must take action against all
terrorists and ilic%a] arms pos-
sessors irrespective of their
party affiliation,"” the BNP chief
sald and warned of withdraw-
ing her party's cooperation
with the present government
"if it failed to act jimpartially."
BNP organised the public
meeting to celebrate "victory
of democracy and of the Con-
stitution.” Yesterday's meeting
was the fourth addressed by
Begum Zia since she quit
power on March 30,
Thousands of y activists
and people from different
parts of the city and its adja-
cent areas attended the meet-
ing. The jubilant party workers
were seen carrying banners, -
festoons, portraits of late pres-
ident Ziaur Rahman and Be-
m Zia and ‘sheaf of paddy.’
NP's election symbol, while
approaching the meeting
venue chan slogans. Hun-
dreds of buses and trucks car-
ried people from the distant
city areas and surrounding dis-
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Chaired by Begum Zia, the
meeting was also addressed
BNP leaders Prof Badruddoza
Chowdhury, Abdus Salam
Talukdar, Majid Ul Haque, Ak-
bar Hossain, Abdullah Al No-
man, Mirza Abbas. Fazlur Rah-
man Patal, new entrants in the
party Jamaluddin Ahmed and
Anwar Zahid and leaders of
BNF's front organisations. Be-
gum Zia's eldest son. Tarek Zia
was introduced to the audi-
ence. He also delivered a brief
speech seeking people's sup-
port to her mother and her

In her 26-minute speech.
B?um Zia highlighted the de-
velopment works during her
five years in power. castigated
her political opponents for
"blocking the development
process and destroying the
national economy in the name
of agitation” and urged the
people to vote her party in the
coming polls to safeguard
democracy. independence and
sovereignty.

The BNP chairperson said,
"If returned to power, we will
take steps so that elected pub-
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leda Zia addressing a huge public meeting at the Manik Mia Avenue in the city yesterday
— Star photo

aretaker govt

BNP demands polls in May

lic representatives run the lo-
cal government bodiés like the
Zila Parishad and Thana
Fﬂ.]'iﬁha.dih

In reference to the election
manifesto of her party, now be-
ing prepared, she said, "We'll
give utmost importance on de-
velopment plans for the wom:
enfolk. the students and the
youths." 4

Commenting on the recent
public meetings of her party,
Begum Zia claimed that large
attendance in those meetings
proved that people were with
the BNP.

Seeking people's support
for her party in the next gen-
eral elections, she said. "The
coming polls are very signifi-
cant for us.”

- "Your votes will determine
if democracy. independence
and sovereignty of the country
will exist or not. There is no
alternative to BNP for salvaging
the economy from the destruc-
tion caused by the recent non-
cooperation programme. The
sheaf of paddy is the symbol of
wellare, democracy, indepen
dence and sovereignty."

See Page 12 Col 4
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Govt statement on defence ministry demanded
Simplify process to update
voters' list : Hasina

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina has demanded updat- .
ing of the present voters' list
by simplifying the process of
registration for the sake of a
free and fair election.

Pointing cut various flaws in
the voters' list, the AL presi-
dent said correction of the list
by ensuring inclusion of the
names of voters left out earlier
and exclusion of fake voters
was a must before the coming
general elections.

Hasina was addressing a
crowded press conference at
Mahanagar Community Centre
in the city yesterday afternoon.
Reading out a written state-
ment before the newsmen the
AL chief specifically spoke on
the issues of 'status’ of the
defence ministry, probe into
corrupt practices of the ‘fallen
reglime'. removal of the
‘political appointees’ in public
posts, arms recovery drive,
role of the armed forces and
that of the NGOs and the state-
rin media,

Responding to a query she
said, "l am seeking a statement

By Staff Correspondent

forthwith from the caretaker
government. regarding the
status of the defence ministry.”
"If the defence ministry
does not come under the care-
taker government, how will
this government exercise its
power"? she questioned
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In this context Hasina re-
ferred to the recent meeti
of some of her party col-
leagues with the head of the
caretaker - government where
the issue of the defence min-
istry’'s status came up for dis-
cussion, i

Keeping the defence min-
istry under the President, ac-
cording to Hasina, is contr
to the basic spirit of the Con-
stitution and that of the par-
liamentary form of govern-
ment. Through this decision,
the President has virtually ex-
pressed his no-confidence in
the non-partisan caretaker
government," she said.

If the defence ministry
continued to remain under the
President the AL Chief feared,
it might make the armed
forces controversial and affect
their image. )

Brushiintg aside the BNP
secretary general's allegation
that Awami League was raising
a controversy over the defence
ministry, the AL chief said,
"We are not raising any contro-

See Page 12 Col 4

Major changes at
secy, DC levels

By Staff Correspondent

Some major administrative
changes were made yesterday
which concerned at least five

sts at the secret level],
our at the joint secretary level
and 25 posts at the level of
deputy commissioner and
magistrate.

According to an official
handout yesterday, Mohammad
Ali, Secretary of Jamuna Mul-
tipurpose Bridge (JMB] Divi-
sion. was made Secretary of
the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare. replacing
Sayed Ahmed. who was earlier
gsltd in the Chief Advisers

cretariat as its Principal

"3 DU halls raided,”

no arms recover

By DU Correspondent

Police raided three residen-
tial halls of the Dhaka Univer-
sity last night for the fourth
time after the installation of
the caretaker government, po-
lice sources said.

The . two-hour raid startin
from 9:30 pm was conduct
in the Chhatra League (S-P)
dominated Zahurul Haq Hall,
Ja !anrmlh Hall and Salimullah
Hall.

No arms and ammunition
were recovered and none was
arrested.

hbdu! ' Hamid Chowdhury,

Chairman of the Tariff Com-
mission, was made Secretary
of the Food Ministry in place of
Abdul Muheed Chowdhury,
who was transferred to the
JMB Division as its Secretary,
the handout added.

Risalat Ahmed, Director
General (DG) of Bangladesh
Television (BTV), was depu-
tated to the Directorate of
Food as its DG, while Shahrier
Z R Igbal, who was earlier
heading the Directorate of
Food. was brought on deputa-
tion as DG of the BTV.

Abdul Mokladir Chowdhury,

ﬂt Smrcmar of the lﬁrﬂ:ﬂ‘
ter Management
Heliﬁhgwmbﬂﬂim was made
Joint Secretary of the Cabinet
Division, replacing Mokbul
e e Moy
e a
mhammnd Abdul Hugqg,
Member of the Tea Board, was
made Joint Secretary, Ministry
of ﬁrlcu]tur:. the handout

Mohammad Jalaluddin, DC
of Munshigarnj was made DC of
Dhaka, Mo d Ayub, DC of
Narsingdi. was ferred to
Sylhet as DC A HM Nurul
Islam, DC of Feni, was made
LC of Jessore.

DC of Bhola Rafiqul Islam

Sev Page 12 col 1

Mujibnagar
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The Mujibnagar Day, mark-
ing the establishment of the
then provisional Bangladesh
overnment headed Banga-
andhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man to lead the Liberation
War. will be observed today
through holding seminars and
symposiums and cultural pro-

grammes. _
On this. day in 1971, the
rovisional government of

angladesh was formed at the
now historic m o grove at
Baiddyernath Tala of ur
district. The place which came
to be known as Mujibnagar be-
came the focus of worldwide
attention as the capital. of

Ban%adﬂh during the Libera-
tion War.
See Page 12 col 1
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1 Textbooks to be

sold from fair
price stalls

In addition to the present
system of sale. textbooks for
c Six and Nine will also
be sold

from fair price book
stalls henceforth, reports BSS.
da

A government handout to-

said that the Text Book
Publishers and Sellers’ Associ-
ation [TBPSA) will fix-
ing five such fair stalls in
Dhaka. three in each of the
divisional headquarters and

one each in the district towns,
See Page 12 col 7

 Adviser on law and order

Bureaucrats not serious,
police 1n bad shape

By Staff Correspondent

The Communications. Ship

. ping and Post and Telecom-
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munications Adviser yesterday

said that the arms recovery

drive was yet to make the

desired pr + because the

administration had been
affected during the
unrest

'lﬁn*ll-nilnlmmdﬁ;;

nc:-~try (FBCCI auditorium.
“We wili not be 100 per cent
in the arms recov-

and Housing and Works
*"The force 18 In a bad
shape Transferring the police

officials will not improve the
situation because they are the
same elements who rematn in-
active in time of need,” he
added

“The future of the country
depends on the rule of law."
Manzur Elahi tgld the FBCCI
members who earlier ex
pressed Lheir deep concern
about the law and qrder.

"We hold a Cabinet meeting
every day and in our assess-
ment. the law and order situa-
tion is not good. There is a
credibility gap.” he observed

The viser sald that
although the caretaker gov-
ernment was formed under
constitutional provisions, the
bureaucracy "was not taking i
very seriously.’

| get the feeling that the
bureaucrats see us as a short:
lived government and Lhey feel

See Page 12 col 8

Congestion surcharge
Team sent to persuade
foreign shipping lines

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Apr 16 A
five-member team, including a
senjor port official, left for
Singapore on Monday to pre
vail upon the foreign shippin
line operators f[or mthdrawaf
of the congestion surcharge
imposed by them on container
vessels heading for the Chitta-
gong port. official sources said.

he Chittagong Port
Authority [(CPA) took the ini
tiative for sending the delega:
tion to Singapore after beir.
asked by the Adviser in charge
of the Ministry of Shipping
during his recent visit to the
port. the sources added

The delegation inchuded the
Director (Traffic) CPA Mohsin
Sarkar. chairman of the
Shippers Council M R Al
chairman ol Steamer enis
Association M A Asad rep-
resentatives from the Bang-
ladesh Garments Manufacturer
and Exporters Association
(BGMEA)

. The delegation is supposed
lo hold meeting with the
Singapore-based Chittagong
Feeder Trade Committee
(CFTC) and other foreign ship
ping lines 1o resolve the sus
charge 1ssue apgainst the back
drop of the complete easing ol
congestion now as claimed by
port officials

Talking to The Daily Star
today. acting chatrman of the
CPA Captain Zahiruddin
Hahmud said. "There is no
justification for imposing sur
charge while the port is now
completlely congestion-free

He inform that all the
cargo vesasels which were
struck up at the port during
the recent political unrest
were fully cleared off already
with the resumption eof port
operations round-the-clock ~

‘Besides, as of today, two
%cllltn out of 13 main jetties
ell vacant due to lack of ships

See Page 12 col 7

The students of Dhaka Uni-
versity are likely to face a fresh
jam of at least four
months in the current aca-

Final examinations of
Hunnurldiind Masters courses
under fferent is
which started in ﬂm
and December are still contin-
uing. The examinations
to be completed by mid-
ary.

were

Classes ol first year and 2nd
year honours courses of 1994-
95 session under the Arts and
Social Science Faculties had
started on July 15 1995 and

Classes of third year
Honours courses had started in
mid-August, 1995 and were
scheduled to be over by April
this year Examinations were
to start frem June 15

But the ciasses could not be

DU faces fresh session jam

By MM Aminul Islam Sajal

due from March 31.

But the classes could not he
completed and the 2nd term
examinations of the first, sec

ond, third and fourth year
Honours classes. which were
due in December, could not be
held even at the end of March.
The final year examination in
the Law Faculty is now uncer-
tain

Under the Commerce Fac-
ulty. classes of the first, 2nd
and third year Honours
courses started on July | and
were due to .be over 1
Z22. Examinations were 1o
E: from May 8. according to

academic calendar.

Classes of the first year and
2nd year Honours courses un-
der the Science and Biclogical

See Page 12 col B

Kamal for election
code of conduct
thru' consensus
By Staff Correspondent

Gono Forum president Dr
Kamal Hossain yesterday said
that a [ree and fair election
could not be held unless illegal
arms were recovered, influ-

. ence of black money stopped

| and communal propaganda is
| bannmed

Addressing the .r-unr}udlnﬂ,
sesston of the extended meet-

ing ol party's central commit-
tee, he sald that a election
code of conduct would have to
be made with consensus of all
political parties and visions
should included in it to

punish any party vielating the
rules

Dr Kamal demanded a :
priate role of radio and tm

See Page 12 col 7
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