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Two killed, 20 hurt

in city incidents

By DMCH Correspondent

Two persons were mur-
dered and at least 20 people,
including a college teacher,
were jnjured in rate inci-
dentd of vielence in the city
:Iu_l;l;f the last two days.

ice recovered the body,
of one [lias Md Faruk, 35, from
his house at Tanpara. Khilkhet
under Cantonment thana Sun-
day moming.

Faruk. a grocer, was found
dead with stal, Lyuri=: an his
chest and neck, medical
sources said. Police recovered
the body at around 11 am and
sent it to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) for
aulopsy.

According to sources, the
killing was a uel to alleged
fllicit relations ol a local you
man with Faruk's wife. Moni.
case has been filed in this
connection.

Meanwhile, one Jamal, 37,
who was beaten up by a mob in
Motijheel area on April 4 suc-
cum to his injuries at the
Orthopedic Hospital Sunday
afternoon.

It was learnt that the angry
people caught Jamal and three
others when they were
snatching Tk 70.000 from a
businessman near the Prime
Bank at Motijheel

Police said the body was
handed over to his family.

A teacher of the Lalmatia
Women's College. Shawkat
Hossain, 28, was stabbed when
a group of four young men at-
tacked him in his house at Za-
kir Hossain Road in Moham-
madpur yesterday afternoon,
police and medical sources
said. ;
The victim who sustained
wounds in his chest and hand
was admitted to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).

The cause of the attack
could not be known immedi-
ately. However. according to
sources, the teacher had a row
with the young men, said to be
the students of Dhaka College.
Al one stage. the unidentified
gang sltabbed the teacher.

Mohammadpur police said
last night that they were inves-
tigating the incident. ‘

Bilkis Begum. 23, a maid,
was injured when she jumped
from the rooftop of a five-
slorey building late Sunday
night.

Medical sources said the
maid tried to flee the house
where the family members
used Lo torture her. She was
admitted to the Orthopedic
Hospital.

3 killed in city
road accident

e BT

From DMCH Correspondent

At least three persons were
killed in a road accident at
Mohakhalt in the city yester-
day.
The accident occurred
when a bus collided head on
with a tempo at around 9 am,
police said. The victims were
the passengers of the tempo.
One of the victims was identi-
fied as Mehedi., 30. But the
deaths of the two others could
not be confirmed from police
or hospital sources,
» In another road accident at

hakhali Sunday morning,
one Hamid, 30, was killed on
the spot when a speeding bus
ran over him. medical sources
said. |

BA exam

_ From Page 1
the National Universily took
over the responsibility.

Intending BA examinees
crowding different city col-
leges now said that the Na-
tlonal University should intro-
duce payment of fine for late
filing of application for regis-
tration and take steps to stop
this malpractice.

“A section ol employees of
those colleges are well con-
necled with the relevant de-
partment for registration. Th
take all the advantages ﬂneg
victimise hundreds of innocent
examinees who become late in
filing application.” said Nasima

u, a housewife and an in-
tending BA candidate,

Nasima said that she was
first asked by a clerk of a
women's college to pay 4,000
taka for the registration.
Nasima was late in filing her
application,

“I then went to another
women's college in the city
where an employee asked for
Tk 2,000 for my registration. "
she said. Nasima said the offi-
cial told her that he would
have to pay Tk 1,000 to the
Registration office,

BNP: Changes

From Page |
~ "The (caretaker] govern-
ment, installed in power only
for 90 days. can definitely is-
sue some transfer orders for
the sake of proper electiofis.
But massive transfer in all tiers
of the administration will turn
the administration "unstable
and weak and such steps are
not ex and no

controversial”
was

“harmful” for the non-partisan

and neutral imagé of the pre-
sent afdmlnlstratinn. he aob-

:

In the statement, Salam
Talukdar also criticised the
League leadership for

raising a new con
demanding that the cmﬁ At?

be given the charge of
the Defence Ministry at ngtelme

Awami

also”.

The BNP leader alleged that
the government's “inaction”
against some "identified and
civil servants
"unacceptable”. It is

Dhanmondi ¢ could not
confirm the h\m

Meanwhile, at least four
persons of a family were in-
jured when an unidentified
armed gang of about 10 youths
attacked their house al

Dhalkanagar, Demra yesterday

mo i

The Enjumd admitted to the
DMCH were identified as Kul-
sum, 25 Shirin. 25. Ratan, 14,
and Gafur. 26 '

The armed youths also
hurled crackers and fired sev-
eral gunshots d the at-
tack. The cause of the attack
could not be known immedi-

ately.

‘déeﬂdﬂ, al least six
were injured in bomb at
Kamrai har. Paribagh. Mali-
tola, ayabazar sweepers’
colony. Gopibagh. Sutrapur and
Faridabad during the last two

Of the injured. Shaju 8,
Shahin 9, Momtaz 9, dmik
25. Ratan 15, Javed 14, Jewel
14, and Shyamal Chandra 28,
were admitted to the DMCH.

Abducted cop,
Ansar, arrested

persons rescued

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Apr 15: The
Kotwall police. in the early
hours of Sunday. rescued po-
lice Nayek Kader Chowdhury,
Ansar Md Selim Mridha and
the four' arrested transport
workers, who were taken away
by a gang of armed transport
workers [rom a police van at
the Kadamtoli bus terminal
Saturday night’

Police also recovered the
rifle snatched by the transport
workers.

A case against 42 trans
workers has ‘been start in
this connection, police said
today.

ader was rescued-’ from
Golapganj thana area in an in-
,p:m condition while Selim
ridha was rescued from
Jhalapara thana area.

Police later recovered the
rifle, abandoned at a village in
Gﬂl_?ﬁganj thana.

e four arrested transport
workers were rescued f(rom
twe different places in the two
thana areas.

Allegations by
Golam Azam's

brother

By Staff Correspondent

The younger brother of Ja-
maat-e-Islami chief Golam
Azam yesterday demanded that
the government provide pro-
lection against a possible at-
tack on him by the Jamaat
chief and his Ean_v activists.

Dr M Mahdiuz Zaman, a
vounger brother of Golam
Azam, made the demand while
addressing a press conference
at the National Press Club yes-
terday afternoon.

Zaman, a former teacher ol
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technolo
(BUET). alleged that the Ja-
maatl chiefs son. Amin. had
developed an ‘amorous rela-
linnshig' with his (Zaman's)
wife Habiba. which has virtually
jeopardized his family hife.

arrating the story of the
illicit relationship’ between
his wife and nephew, both liv-
ing in England, Zaman alleged
that Golam Azam has been
ignoring' the issue of his son's
‘adultery’ since the beginning
in 1977, '

Zaman also claimed that he
had now been exposed tao the
Jamaat leader's "vindictivity
due to his demand for a family
trial for Amin's illegal affair.”

Zaman told newsmen that
he had already lodged a case in
this regard last week, and
since then he had been hiding
lo escape a possible attack on
him by the Jamaat activists.

Some veiled women, who
‘came to the press conference
venue, clai that Zaman was
a mad man. and requested the
reporters concerned not to
print whatever he had told the
press. They. however, did not
disclose their identities.

But Zaman produced a doc-
tor's certificate, fssued on the
10th of this month, recognis-

ing him to be a sane JJCI‘H:I‘I..'
O-page

He also produced a
annexure, along with a printed
six-page statement, in support
of his allegations.

However, top ranking lead-
ers of the Jamaat including Go-
lam Azam, could not be rea-
ched tmmediately for com-
ment as they were out of town
yesterday.

Golam Azam in
Ctg seeks vote

for Jamaat
From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 15:
Jamaat-e-Islami Chiel Golam
Azam today urged the e
to vote for his party in t
suing elections to establish
Islamic rule in the country for
improving the lot of the
masses.

Azam was a mass
reception or the city
unit of Jamaat in his our at

hi maidan.

“Entrust the res bility
of government with Jamaat

this time to establish rule of

Allah but not of any individual,”

Snst by Aty Al seo.
ty IPI‘O-
vide equal treatment to all.”
He assured of interest-free
loan to all farmers and a cor-
ruption
system.

en-

free administrative

i Ny

Awami League president Sheikh Hasina addressing a discussion organised by the Council for

the Silver Jubilee Celebration of Independence and War of Liberation at the Ramna Batamul

Jamaluddin
joins BNP

Former deputy prime min-
ister Jamaluddin Ahmed on
Sunday called on BNP chair-

Penan Begum Khaleda Zia and
armally

ljﬂincd the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) re-
ports BSS.

A founder member of both
Jagadal and BNP, Jamaluddin
was a close associate of late
president Ziaur Rahman and
served under him as deputy

rime minister incharge of

inistry of Industries. He was
also president of South Asian
Accounts Federation and
Bangladesh Institute of Cha-
rtered Accounts.

Jamaluddin., who also ser-
ved as the president of Chitta-

ng Samity in Dhaka vowed to
uphold the politics of the BNP
under the dynamic leadership

ol Begum Zia
WB representative
meets Hasina

By Staff Correspondent

World Bank Resident Rep-
resentative Pierre Landell
Mills called on Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina yesterday
at the latter's Dhanmondi resi-
dence.

AL presidium member Amir
Hussain Amu, Sheikh Hasina's
political advisor SAMS Kibria
and its finance and planning
secretary Ataur Rahman Khan
joined Hasina during the meet-
ing. Landell Mills was accom-

m by WB official Owaise

Meanwhile. South Asia desk
chief the British foreign office
Carlos Elmes also called on
Sheikh Hasina at the latter's
residence yesterday.

SAMS Kibria. Ataur Rahman
Khan and British High Com-
missioner to Bangladesh Peter
Fowier were also present dur-
ing the meeting, says a party
press release.

AL's extended

meet tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina will address a press
conference at 4 pm today at
the Mahanagar Community
Centre in the city. says a party
press release yesterday.

An extended meeting of the
Eurty‘n palicy planners will be

eld at 10 am on Thursday at
the Engineers’ Institution au-
ditorium, said another release.

AL General Secretary Zillur
Rahman has requested all
members of the party's central
working committee, advisory
committee, presidents and
secretaries of all district and
thana units and p 's former
MPs of the Fifth Parlijament to
attend the meeting to be
presided over by party Presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina.

Sangskritik Jote
demands full

autonomy for
Radio, TV

Leaders_of different socio-
cultural organisations at a
meeting with the Chief Adviser
yesterday demanded full au-
tonomy for radio and televi-
sion, UNB.

During the discussion with
Chief Adviser Habibur Rahman,
they stressed the importance
of deciding accepted norms in
futling out programmes

hrough the electronic media.

The leaders of the Sam-
milita Sangskritik Jote, an
umbrella organisation for dif-
f[erent associations dealing
with art led by Faiz
Ahmed, met the Chief Adviser
at his office in the afternoon.

Other leaders present dur-
ing the meetin were
Ramendu Majumder, Mamunur
Rashid, Mafidul Hug, Asaduz-
zaman Noor, Nasiru Yusuf
Bachchu, Golam Quddus,

Khaled Khan, Hasan Arif, Sayed

Badal, Kamal Pasha Chow-
dhury. Ataur Rahman and
Mohon Raiharn.

5 ;l:;c leaders_of thu:1 Jote in-
sted on putting total embar
on puliﬂclu:llﬁﬁ of the elcg?
tronic media and called for
liberating government-con-
trolled institutions dealing
with art arid culture from the
fetters of bureaucratic and po-

litical control. ;

They suggested tion of
an advisory council to make
sure that politicisation and
predilection cannot influence
projection of news and pro-
g:i.me- over radio and tele-

on.

‘ | Build a poverty-free
Bangladesh : Hasina

Awami League chief Sheikh
Hasina on Sunday urged the

ople to support her party

uild a poverty-free Bangladesh

with the spirit of Indepen.
dence War. reperts BSS

"On this first day of the
Bengall New Year | appeal to
the countrymen to stand by us
in bullding up the Sonar Bangla
which was the cherished
dream of our great indepen
dence war.” she said

Sheikh Hasina was address-
ing a functign organised by the
Swadhinatar and Mukti Jud
dher Rajat Jayonti Udjapan
Parishad (council for celebrat-
i%lht silver jubilee of the
i pendence and the libera
tion war] at the Ramna Bato
mul In the city.

Chaired by Mayor Moham-
mad Hanil. the function was
also addressed by noted litter-
ateures, academics and
artistes,

Sheikh Hasina said today
the people of the country are
celebrating the new year al a
moment when they achieved
victory in their struggle to
eqablish the rights to vote

"We have to consolidate our
success through establishing
the ideals of the independence
war.” she said.

Referring to nationalism
she said the independence war
was on the basis of ali na-
tionalism and the sovereign
p was the outcome of

tion war.

"As far as citizenship is
concerned we are Bangladeshi,
but we cannot change our na-
tionality as Bengali." she said

Sheikh Hasina said the
founding leader of Bangladesh,
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mulribur
Rahman spent the valuable 24
years of his life in prison for
the freedom of the people. He
served jail terms and faced
torture for his stand for the
pec?lt of the country. she said

he said the Awami League

Chief Adviser Muhammad Habibur Rahman inaugurated

' — Star photo

is still upholding the heritage

ol the leadership ol thie greal
leader Sheikh Hasina said if
voled to power in the upcom-
ing elections, her party woyld
materialise the dreams of the
late leader

Mayor -Hanif sald under the
leadership of Bangabandhu the
nation had gained its Indepen-
dence through a bloody war,

Anne preferred
as successor
to Queen

LONDON. Apr 15 More Bri-
tons would like 1o see Princess
Ainne on the throne than her
elder brother Prince Charles,
according to a poll published
Sunday. reports AP

Princess Anne, eighth in
line to the throne, led the poll,
with 33 per cent of respon-
dents picking her from a list of
heirs and other public figures
proposed as successors to
Queen Elizabeth I1.

Charles, heir to the throne,
came second, backed by 26

r cent of respondents in the

ori poll commissioned for
Independent Television.

e poll of 2,000 admlits
registered to vote, had a mar-
Ein of error of three per cent.

Only 47 per cent of respon-
dents thought Charles would
make a good monarch, com-
pared with 82 per cent in a
1991 poll. His reputation has
suffered following his 1992
separation from Princess Di-
ana, and a subsequent confes-
sion ol adultery.

Diana. 34, scored just 7 per
cent in the pall, but she is not
in line for the throne. Their
son Prince William, who comes
after Charles in the succession,
came third in preference. with
12 per cent.
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tl_:e National Immunisation Day programme by administe-
ring oral polio vaccines to a child at the EPl Bhaban in city

yesterday.

— PID photo

Immunization drive

From Page |
augurating the programme,
asked the mothers present on
the occasion to vacecinate their
children against the disabling
polio as well as other deadly
diseases for a healthy future
generation.

Adviser for the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare Maj|
Gen (retd) Dr Abdur Rahman
Khan and officials ol the EPI
were present on the occasion.

Polio 8 a viral disease
which affects children under
five and causes paralysis or
even death. In the absence of
vaccination, 15,000 children
may die or become disabled

year.

Nearly 70 per cent of re-
ported cases of polio world-
wide occur in India, Pakistan
and A

Bangladesh has been
observing NIDs since last year
and achieved a remarkable
success, observes the WHO and
UNICEF.

According to a joint press
release of the World Health

Organisation (WHO) and the
UNICEF, adesh had al-
ready a "real miracle"

in vaccinating 80 per cent
children under the age of 5.

-~ The government and
donors have committed a fund

of seven milllon US dollars for
the 1996 NID, of which five
million dollars have already
been spent for the vaccine, the
press release said.

The immunization day was
earlier scheduled to be held on
mid-March and mid-April, one
month before the present
schedule and the authorities
had distributed the vaccines to
4] districts out of the 64 by
March 8. But the programme
had to be rescheduled due to
political unrest.

i

2 commissioners

From Page 1

Reorganisation of the EC
was initiated as per the de-
mand made by pﬂl,iflcal parties
following the controversial
February 15 elections.

Former Chief Election

- Commissioner Justice A K M

- ue resigned on April 6.
wamil League, Jatiya Part
and Jamaat becnuzanlnd‘:
ing his tion,
Muhammad Abu Hena, a re-
tired secretary, was appointed
as Chief Election mis-

sioner on 8. Thereafter,
the onl ection Commis-
sioner, Justice Abdul Jalil, also

tendered his resignation on

April 9.

Biman's ATP
plane averts
-accident
By Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Mar 15 A
Bangladesh Biman plane
escaped a serfous accident yes-
ter while it was taking off
froon Rahmatpur airport here

Witnesses and some pas-
sengers sald the ATP Biman

t BG-427 was in trouble

its side wheel sud-
denly went into the runwa
while taking off for Dhaka wit

54 al noon.

aircraft had run about

three thousand feet from the

touch downr point té the
turnover peint of the runwa
before the incident occurred,

Biman local office sources said.

1 | Captain Siddique. pflot of
the Fﬁ;;ht. turnelg the engine

off and aborted the flight fear-
lr:gﬂunuun danger. He also
o ed the passengers to dis-
embark immediately.

The stuckup plane was res
cued from the runway after
about 6 hours with the help of
a truck

All flights of Biman and
Aero Bengal-a private airlines
— in this route were cancelled
yesterday.

An ATP flight however, took
off for Dhaka at 7 55 am with

13 passengers today

Attack on principal
M M Ali College in
Tangail closed
TANGAIL, Apr 15 Proi A K

M Abdullah, Principal o Gov
ernment MM Al Colli oo here
recefved multiple injuries on

his person when he was at
tacked by a gang of miscreants
ludmrrpnﬂ. s BSS.

* miscreants with lethal
weapons attacked Prof Abdul
lah on the Tangall Santosh
Road when he was going to his
college this morning

Alter initial treatment at lo
cal hospital, he was rushed 10
P G Hospital in Dhaka for fur
ther lreatment

A case was [lled with Tan
gail Sadar thana but no one was
arrested in this connection

Meanwhile. the college
union elections scheduled lor
April 23 has been postponed
indefinitely. Besides, the col-
lege has been declared closed
tili May 5

The teachers council of the
college expressed concern at
the attack on Prof Abdullah.

BNP meeting

From Page |
especially the people hving in
the city and its adjacent areas
lo attend the rally on time and
make the programme a suc-
Ccess.

BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia will deliver an
‘important® speech at the
meeting. the press release

a :

The BNP rully is being held
a day before the planned ex-
tended meeting of the party's

National Executive Committee. -

The extended meeting
scheduled to be held at the
Engineers’ Institution audito-
rium in the city tomorrow is
expected to discuss BNP's
preparations, nominations and
other strategies for the coming
general elections, strengthen-
ing the party and dissolving in-
tra-party conflicts and othef
polls related issues.

AL manifesto

From Page 1

chief Sheikh Hasina in several
public nieetings in the last few
days said that if elected. her
party would form “effective
policies™ on various sectors on
the basis of "national consen-
srs.,

"For preparation of our
election manifesto we have
taken the endorsed policy of
the last year's council session
as the main guideline,”™ said
the AL leader. Over 3,000
party delegates from across
the country had attended the
day-long council .session on
September 11. The previous
council session was held in
late 1992,

The party leaders while
talking to this correspondent
yesterday gave the impression
that the economic part of AL's
polls manifesto would incorpo-
rate such proposals which
would "infuse mism in the
stagnated and deteriorating
economy” of the country.

There would be pledges in
the manifesto that ne com-
mercial or industrial organisa-
tion would be nationalised.
Rather, a competitive atmo-
sphere would created for
smooth management of the
state-owned enterprises and

said.

e manifesto will include
programmes for poverly alle-
viation, development of an
agro- based industrial economy,
creation ol more jobs for the
downtrodden and subsidising
agriculture sector, the leaders
said. j ,

Besides economic aspecis.
the AL election manifesto
would concentrate on other
crucial issues ltke indepen-
dence of the judiciary, scrap-

ng of "black laws", au

or the state-run electronic
media, strengthen of the
local ernment structures
and improvement of law and

&rqh of the private sector,

order ation, they further
added.

Meanwhile, replying to a
question selection of
party candidates for the up-
coming elections. AL presid-

jum member Tofael Ahmed
said the nominations would be
finalised a parliamentary
board of the party. “Such a
board is generally after
announcement of the election
schedule,” he added.

Pahela

e 530

GROZNY .
pulled out of
withdrawal of Russian

15 A

hechnya today
rcglma;ump.t hich had been deployed
W
bout ers north of

news reports said. The
the of :
by Xy

-Tass news agegpcy said. reports AP.

From Page |
Committee recently.

The day's ammes n-
cluded mﬂturJ functions. mu-
sical soirees discussion meets.
Baishakhi melas or fairs. ex-
chln!mﬁd reeting cards.
sweris a . partaki
of traditional foods and npc:-!
ing of halkhatas {fresh ledger
books| by traders and shop-
keepers.

ewspapers brought out
su s while
Television and Radio aired

special programmes ight-
ing the ':mjﬁcm mhﬂ‘a]

 in the life of

In the city, festivities
Saturday night with musical

soirees at the Bangla Academy

and

Hun s of Dhaka
University students poured
onto the roads inside the cam-
!:ru: late into the night — sing-
ng and dancing — to
farewell to 1402 and welcome
the new year

The new year. 1403 BS. was
accorded the traditional wel-
come at Dawn on Sunday. with
the rendering of Tagore's im-
memorial song "Esho Hey
Baishakh. Esho. Esho ...", by
artistes of the cultural group.
Chhayanotat at Ramna ;

Braving a sizzling hot sum-
mer's day. ecstatic crowds of
neatly dressed men, women
and children from all walks of
e thronged the. open air fes-
tival venues

The women and girls wore

| red-bordered white sarees and

fresh flowers in their hair and
imen and boys were attired m
peryabi amas and in some
cases, traditional dhotis.

The main centres of festivi-
ties. were al Ramna Green,
Suhrawardy Uddayan, TSC and
Doel Chhattar on the DU
Campus and Dhanmondi lake-
sidde Molorised vehicles were
kept away from streets around
Lhe venues.

Make-shift lood sjalls ofler-
ing “pantha bhat" (watered
rice} with chilli paste, “pithas”
and other indigenous dishes in
earthenware crockery, and
others selling handicrafts,
sprang up in and around the

mna Green in spite of an
earlier ban by authorities.

Various socio-palitical and
cultural organisations, includ-
ing the Bangla Academy, the
Nazrul Academy, the
Shilpakala Academy and the
Shishu Academy, organised
separale programmes to cele-

brate the day.
The star attraction of the
tlay was a colourful and lively

Rupali Bank
warehouse had
no Fire Service

Clearance

Star Report

The Rupali Bank warehouse
at Hatkhola in the city that
caught fire on Friday last with
highly inflammable materials
did not have the renired cer-
tificate from the Fire depart-
ment to store such materials,
said Fire Service sources.

When contacted a high offi-
cial of the Rupali B said,
"Usually the Fire Service de-
partment do not issue such
certificate.” Even after re-
peated -requests, he did not
elaborate,

Under the Fire Service
Ordinance. at least 200 items
have been categorised as
highly inflammable and for
storing and processing of such
materials, a Fire Service ware-
house licence is a must. The
Explosives Act also does not
allow storing of inflammable
and explosive materials in a
residential area.

More than 30.drums with
different chemicals, around 30
motorcycles, 20 bicycles, a
huﬁe stock of tyres and tubes
and yarn were burnt in the
devastating fire.

The warehouse also did not
have any temperature control
system and the ventilation was
also inadequate, said wit-
nesses.

Dagestan Monday morning, the

it out from

procession brough

lt::.I'n-.-U Irnitut: of Fine Arts (IFA).

a . or IFA
am. organised by

ﬂmﬁrmnﬂunhts.ledhya

‘bride and groom" on horse-

back. paraded.through differ-

Ecﬁy streets. masks
-and-bam-

boo mudci:wn%im birds. ani-

mals and fish, including a 40-

feet-long model of fish.

A procession of bright

decorated ox-carts — wit

children dressed to represent
the six seasons d the
Liberation War them
— was brought out the Joy

Bangla San ik Otkya Jote
from the ﬂr Shah Park.
terminating at the Shahbag

CTOSSsing.
Another procession was
brought out from the same

venue by the Committee for
Observance of the Silver
Jubilee of the Liberation War
and Independence. The pro-
cession finished at the Ramna
Botomul where the Commitiee
organised a discussion meet
and cultural function later in
the day. It was attended AL
President Sheikh Hasina. 2
Mayor Mohammad Hanif. cit

commissioners and other AI

l-:l-dcu.

A 7-day Baishakhi Mela. or-
anised the Bangladesh
: | and Cottage Industries

Corporation (BSCIC) was inau-
gurated at the Dhanmondi Club
Eruund in the aMernoon.
arller in the day. a dance-
drama was organised by the
Bulbul Laligakala Academy at
Dhanmondi lakeside.

The Jatlyatabadi Sangskritik
Jote held a cultural function
and fireworks display at Ramna
Park. The BNP and Jativa Party
alse’ organised [(unctions at
Purana Paltan and Baitul
Mokkarram respectively

Pahela Baishakh was also
celebrated in Chittagong, Khu-
lita Rajshahi, Barisal, Narvan-
gon| and other districts.

Govt plans

From Page 1

taken to allow importers re-
lease their containers in Dhaka
instead of Chittagong Port.
‘Such administrative ste

will quicken the works of the
trade and industrial sectors
and at the same time en-
treprencurs will be relieved of
immediate cash payments
which they can #ise as working
capital,” the official said.

Such steps will not have any
ellects on the revenue position
of the ment as the taxes
and duties waived for the time
being will be realised later.
sources in the National Board
of Revenue (NBR) maintained.

Already, the government is
under severe pressure in the
revenue side as resource mo-
bilisation dropped drastically
during the recent non-coop-
eration plﬂrammc. the sour-
ces said adding there has been
a shortfall of over Taka 200
crore in revenue collection
target.

"Moreover. the government
had to bear heavy expenses for
maintaining law and order.
Expenses for this alone will
increase further now. The
need to meet the curvent food
deficit will have further impert
on the current account balance
and we have the elections
ahead which means further
spending. We understand the

ight of the industries, but
these facts are likely to affect
our decisions,” said a source in
the minis who is directly
involved in policy formulation.
‘The government is also
to narrow down its fiscal

deficit in the wake of the ma-

jor donors’ fear that this fiscal

ear's deficit might witness

rther widening. resulting in
an imbalance. in macro-eco-
nomnic stability. '

Since the political impasse
assed over, different trade

dies and associations have
started a stocktaking of the
losses suffered by their respec-
tive industries. These ies
have already voiced demands

for financial helps. both direct
and indirect.
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