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Kantor new US
Commerce Secy

WASHINGTON. Apr 15 Two
days after Ron Brown's burial,
President Clinton named Tra-
de Representative Mickey Kan-
tor his new Commerce Secre-
tary in an emotional conclusion
to a “profoundly moving and
difficult week.” reports AP.

Shuffling his economic
team, Clinton on Friday also

romoted Kantc.'s deputy to

acting trade representative
and picked an executive at the
hpusing agency Fannie Mae as
budget director, replacing Al-
ige Riviin who is joining the
Federal Reserve Board.

_ With a bear hug in an East
Room ceremony. Ulinton and
Kamntor sealed the surprise

e and paid yet another
tgibute to their mutual friend
who died in an April 3 plane
cyash in Croatia

. Like Brown. Kantor is a
sjaunch Clinton ally and expe-
rienced political organiser. He
was Clinton's 1992 campaign
mpanager; Brown helped spear-
head the 1992 campaign as
lgader of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee.

, Clinton named: Kanlor's
deputy, Charlene Barshefsky.
as acling trade representative.

¢ has received widespread

aise in the past three years
her high-profile negotiatin
trade deals with Japan an

. Franklin Raines. vice
chairman of the Federal Na-
nal Mortgage Association, or
nnie Mae, as the new head of
the Office of Management and
t, filling the slot Rivilin
will leave.
Republicans quickly praised
tor. who was sworn in by
President Al Gore.

, Campaigning in Texas, Clin-
tpn's presidential rival Bob
le said, "He probably will be
widely supported on the Re-
wblican side. I've worked with
im, found him to be very fair

a good person to work with.”

- ULC declares

. dividend

"~ United Leasing Company
Lymited held its AGM at a local

$|tel yesterday, says a ULC |

ess release.

+ The company declared a
mﬂdcnd-ﬁﬁ-%ld- }8 per share
for thﬂ.-‘gr.ar ended December
31,-1990.

The meeting was attended
by many shareholders includ-
ing the directors representng
the foreign shareholders —
Asian. Development Bank,
Commonwealth Development
Corporation and Lawrie Group
PLC of UK.

The company earned a
profit of Tk 4.41 crore in 1995

compared to Tk 2.90 crore in
1994, an increase ol 52 per

cent. Income  from operation
grew by 74 per cent from Tk
L7 7 crore in 1994 to Tk

30.49 in 1995,

Kafiluddin Mahmood. Chair-
man of the company. presided
over the AGM.

StanChart
regional chiet

in city
John Filmeri-
dis. Regional

General Mana-

ger for Standa-
rd Chartered

" Bank. Middle

in the city on a
three-day visil, says a press
release .

He arrived

-

in Dhaka on

Filmeridis is no stranger to
Bangladesh and is looking for-
ward 1o seeing many old
friends when he meets local
industrialists and entrepre-
neurs.

Rajshahi markets
remain flooded
with Indian salt

RAJSHAHI, Apr 15; Despite
the ban on selling non-iodised
salt, local markets remained
flooded with Indian inferior
quality salt causing serious

hm}thulﬁaza.rﬂ ds in the area, re-
pﬂrrrmem su showed that
about 60 per cent families in
16 districts of northern region
are not using iedised salf as
Indian salt is rampantly being

sold at a cheaper price.
At present, lodized salt is
available in the market at Tk

12 which was ‘earlier Tk 10.
But, the price of non-iodised
salt is Tk six only.

Moreover, in the absence of
use of iodised salt, lodine Defi-
ciency Disorders (IDD) devel-

d among many people is

areas,

A vast section of
suffering from different dis-
eases for non-consump

iodised salt such as itre.
dwarfiness, deaf and dumb,
swelling of the thyreid gland,

physical and mental impair-

ment.

4 Hﬂanl;;thhwha; ere is
n fodine a -
= sy

nant woman the brain c

a placenta cannot be formed
smoothly and the child may
die before the birth in the
womb of the mother, said a

. physician.

The SAARC Secretary-Gen-
cral Nacem U Hasan has said
the seven-nation regional fo-
rum has already started the
process of promoting tourism
within South Asia.

He was exchanging views
with the Editor of South Asian
News Agency Abu Yousul, the
SANA Managing Editor Mr Go-
lam Murtaza Chowdhury and

the Parjatan Corporation Chair- |

man Dr M A Mubin at a river
cruise in the Buriganga

The Secretary-General, who
left Dhaka for Kathmandu yes-
terday after a four-day official
visit, said a SAARC commitiee
is actively working to prepare
an action paper for more vig-
orous tourism in the seven
member states of the SAARC.

"Tourism can only bring
aboutl the most desi
to-people contact that
SAAR Charter seeks
achieve.” Naeem said.

He acclaimed different
projects of the Parjatan {Zorrﬁx;-
ration for promotion of do-

the

people- |

to |

mestic tourism. "Bangladesh is |

a land of unspoiled natural
beauty,” he opined.

The Parjatan Corporation
Chairman explained to the
SAARC Secretary-General dif-
ferent projects the Corpora-
tion has undertaken.

Earlier, the SAARC Secre:

tary-General visited the office

of the Soulh Asian News
Agency in Dhaka and mét ip
journalists there Edilor Yousul
and the Managing Editor Go
lam Murtaza Chowdhury were

BUsINSS
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also present on the occasion.
Talking to re
Naeem hoped that

the lield of development jour-

orters,
e SANA
wnuld attain a breakthrough in

.F "'r! } 1"- I.'l

\PRIL |

SAARC starts work to promote
tourism in S Asia : Naeem

nalism. He said the SANA can
be an effective
reaching the

one billion South Asians.

' controversial
| ily-indebted needy nations ran

means for
message of
SAARC to the door-steps of

e ol TR
s n"ﬂr‘#“‘f‘ L

The visiting SAARC Seeretary General Nueem L Hasan visited the SAARC Agriculture

Information Centre at Farmgate in Dhaka on Saturday.
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CARS THAT MAKE SENSE

IMF withholds support for
WB's debt relief plan

WASHINGTON, Apr 15: A
plan to aild heav-

into problems on Sunday as
the IMF signalled that its sup-

t was contingent upon the
und winning approval of its
own initiative to help the poor

. says Reuter

‘It is an essential initiative.

' a senior International Mone

tary Fund official. who de-
clined to be named. said “If
we have not that, we can forget

~ about the other ”

That will not come as wel-
come news at the IMF's sister
organisation, the World Bank
:hlt:h has s ha{.rhc;nded the

rive to relief to T
rrnunlriuﬂﬁl Africa and Eliﬁ:
where.

The

joint semi annual

: meeting of the IMF and World
Bank gets underway here later

this week. The debt relief
proposal. along with the fumnd's

- scheme to bolster its so-called

Enhanced Structural
Adjustment Facility (ESAF) for

| poor nations, are among the

topics to be discussed
Also on the agenda are pro-

posals to increase the [MF's

capital and to boost its emer

' ﬁrnc}r resources to deal with

nancial crises like that which

| hit Mexico last yrar

The senior IMF official ex

 pressed some Impatience with
\ the slow progress being made

on Lhose two proposals

He voiced hopes that an
agreement be reached
on the capital increase this
wintery and on the increase in
tm:r‘cncz resources ve
soon. All the IMF's y 1
member nations would con-
tribute to the former. only se-
lected richer countries would
participate in the latter

The debt relief lprapmal is
targeted toward helping about
10 te 20 poor nations which
owe billions of dollars to the
IMF, the World Bank and other
international isations.

The plan. which reportedly
would cost some seven to eight
billion dollars, has been
kz reliel agencies as a break-
through in the decades-long
eflfort
Alrica.

The World Bank is
to finance its share of the costs
from the profits it makes on
its loans to developing coun-
tries. The IMF is considering
sell some of its 40 billion
dollars worth of gold. investing
the proceeds. then using the
income raised to pay for its
share of the costs.

But the senior IMF official
made clear that the fungd would
nel contribute to the 1
unless rich nations backed its
rrlun to bdlster ESAF, which
ends one to 1-1/2 billion dol-
lar each year virtually interest-
tree to the world's poorest na-
tUons.

to help sub-Sahara

Foreigners' visa pushing out US
workers, says draft govt audit

WASHINGTON, Apr 15 A
programine that lets hundreds
of thousands of foreigners
temporarily fill unique. high-
skill US jobs is lowering wages
and pu:d\ing out US workers,
says a dralt government audit,
reports AP,

Instead of providing US
businesses a boost lo ﬁttlt‘l’
compete globally, the pro-
Eramme has made it easy for

oth skilled and unskilled
aliens seeking to live and work
in America, sald the report
prepared for the Labour

. Departmeril.

“The programme has be-
core a stepping stone to ob-
tain permanent resident status
not only for the "best and
brightest' specialists but also

for students, relatives. and
[dends.” said the audit.
A draft of the inspector

general's audit, which recom-
mends, the Labour Department
eliminate its flawed 50 million
dollars a year foreign worker
visa programmes, was obtained
Sunday by The Associated
Press.

Labour Secretary Rober!
Reich said he hoped the
Senate would make major re-
lorms in the foreign worker
programme (o better protect
Americans when Congress
takes up immigration legisla
tion this week.

"These programmes are in
desperate need of reform if we
are going to do right by US
taxpayers and working fami-

lies." Reich said in a state-
ment,
Many republicans and

American businesses. espe-
cially within-high-1tech indus
tries. want to retain the pro-
gramme as a way o quickly fill
jobs in times when there
aren’'t enough qualified US rit
izens.

But critics charge that for

eigners. use the visa pro-
gramme to gain back-door
admittance to the United

States and hurt US wages and
job opportunities for
Americans by their willingness
to work for less money.

The audit concluded the
programme "allows aliens to

immigrate based on their a-
tachimernt to a specific job and
then shop their services in
competition with equally or
more qualified US workers
without regard to prevailing
wage

As for the law's provision
that businesses must first seek
a quahfied US worker before
hirmg an alien, the audit said
that in most gcases the job
market lest is periunctory at
best and a sham at worst.

As an example. the audit
found that the advertisemernits
or postings lar 24,190 jobs re
sulted in 165.000 loreign and
US apphcants, but in more
than 99 per cent of the cases
no Americans were hired.

e Labour Department's
role "amounts to little more
than a paper shuffle.... and a

rubber stamping of applicants.” |

the audit said.
The audit also found that
—10 per cent of the aliens
in the programme were
ireated as contractors, which
means no payroll or adminis-
trative costs lor businesses.
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Seminar at BIBM

A day h:m(g seminar on
“Interlinkage between Banks,
NGOs and Informal Credit
sectors lor Rural Developmegt
in Bangladesh™ wall be held
here today at the BIBM semi-
nar hall, reports UNB
Bangladesh Bank depuly
overnor Mahbubur Rahman
han will inaugurate the semi-
nar at 10 am, said a press re-
lease of the Bangladesh Insti-

tute of Bank Management
|{BIBM).

BRRI-Extension
workshop

A three-day long 17th an-
nual BRRIExtension warkshop
on experiences with modern
rice cultivation will be inaugu-
rated today at 10 am in the
Bangladesh Rice Research
Instutute auditorium, Gazipur.

M Akhtar Ali, Secretary,
Ministry of Agriculture, will in-
augurate the workshop as chief
guest, says a BRRI press re-
lease ,

Nearly 500 specialists from
different organizations and

institutes will participate in
the workshop.

BEIJING, Apr 15 In a
country where the siate runs

| newspapers and broadcast sta-

tlons and censors the arts. it

| Cale as no surprise when Lhe

government declared . It wan
led to regulate Lhe Internet,
reports AP,

-

B2ince Lhe governmeiil

| started allowing commercial

Internet accounts last spriug

the number of Internet users
i1 China has grown from a few
thousand in the universities to
100,000. Hundreds of thou

sands more are expected to
get online in the next few

“It can broaden our vision *
says Shi Hong a 26-yecar-old
having a look at computers set
up in a Beijing colfee shop to
demonstrate links to the
Internet.

But the government sees
too much freedom of informa-
tion as a dangerous thing.

It announced in February
that China's laws against

ornography. social distur-

ances and breaches of state
security ‘f.tfpply on the Internet.
All are offenses that can carry
long prison terms,

People with Internet ac-
counts now must register with
the police and report if they
switch private service
providers or cancel their links.

The new regulations make
the Ministry of Posts and
Telecommunications the sole

ovider of connections to the
nternet. a global, often anar-
chic web of interconnected
compulers,

People who apply for ac-
courits must sign an agreement
lo abide by Cﬁli]ncu aw and
not endanger state security.
They also must promise not to
ut business ads on, the
nternet or delay thelr

m._i_'l.u..:lyplwu . :
registration fee is 400

yuan, ‘or about 50 dollars,
which is what the average ur-
ban Chinese earns in a month.
The monthly fee is 100 yuan
for six hours online.

Altho the government is
wary of the internet. the in-
formation it brings in is simply-
too important lor economic
development. And China's
leaders reportedly met several
months ago and concluded
that full control of the Internet
was impossible in any case.

expected |

China to regulate Internet

East and South
Asian region is

le are

tion of

Japanese yen slumps to 26-month
low over the week

HONG KONG. Apr 15: The
Japanese yen slumped to a 26-
month low this week. with
other Asian currencies ending
the week mixed, reports AFP.

JAPANESE YEN : The ven
kept sliding back this week to
hit a 26-month low of 109.00
to the dollar as market players

looked at a big difference in
Japanese and US interest
rates.

It reached the bottom early
Friday and rebounded slightly
to fetch 108.60 to the dollar
late Friday, down from 107.37
to the dollar's a week earlier.

The Japanese unit was
battered throughout the week
amid increasing bullish expec-
tations for the US currency
and it Jurther dipped Friday as
domestic institutional in-
vestors bought dollars on
prospects of higher US inter-

est rates,
TAIWAN DOLLAR: The

Taiwan currency strength-
ened to close Friday at 27 166
Taiwan dollars to the US dol-

lar. up 2.6 Taiwan cents from
the previous week's hnish of
27:192.

Market dealers said the lo-
cal unit rallied because of an
influx of foreign capital for se-
curities investment,

HONG KONG DOLLAR: The
Hong Kong dollar ended this
week at 7.7324-7-7334. little
changed from the previous
week's close ol 7.7322-7332 .

INDONESIAN RUPIAH : The
Indonesian currency c¢losed
trading on Friday at 2,338
rupiah to the dollar. or 3 ru-
piah weaker than at the clos:
ing on Friday the previous
week.

MALAYSIAN RINGGIT: The
ringgit closed stronger this

week ayainst the US dollar on
strang ringgit buying by off-
shore banks,

PHILIPPINE PESO: The
Philippine peso. depreciated
slightly against the US dollar,
closing at 26 204 on Friday
irom 26.200 on April 5.

SINGAPORE DOLLAR: The
Singapore dollar fell over the
weeKk agains{ the US dollar to
14102 from 1.4045 last week
amid signs that the rebounding
American economy would sup-
port the greenback, dealers
said -

SOUTH KOREAN WON
The South Korean won weak-
ened against the greenback,
trading at 781.80 to the dollar
on Saturday as compared to
777.30 last week.

THAI BAHT: The Bank of
Thailand's exchange equalisa-
tion fund on Thursday [ixed
the official mid rate at 25.30
baht to one US dollar com-
pared with the previous week's
close of 25 26 baht.
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which Bangladesh will receive about Tk 15 crore grant.

‘ : of the Swiss Embassy in Dhaka Ir PE
Arnold signed an agreement on behalf of their respective sides in the city on Saturday under
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' WB projects in Bosnia to

get underway next month

SARAJEVO, Apr 15: The
first World Bank projects will
get underway in Bosnia-Herze-

ovina next month after world
onors dug deep into their
pockets to meet a 1.8-billion
dollar target for aid for this
year, reporis AP.

Some. 55 donor countries
and 29 international organisa-
tions met in Brussels Friday
and Saturday, and pledged to
provide 1.23 billion dollars
this year to add to the 600
million dollars pledged in De-
cember.,

The money will start to
work creating jobs in trans-
port, agriculture, water, en-
crﬁ' telecommunications,
health and education sectors,
a bank officials said.

"The first big projects will
begin in May.,” he said. The
conference in Brussels, which
was boycotted by Bosnian
Serbs, was judged a success by

a and coincided with a
spate of moves on the diplo-
matic front. Britain and other

Eu countries recognised
rump Yu via, which pla
a key role in negotiating the

end of the eonflict in Bosnia.
The president of Bosnia-
Herzegovina's Muslim-Croat
Federation, Kresimir Zubak, a
Croat, meanwhile urged
Bosnian President Alija Izetbe-

L govic to get involved in talks

on the future of the Muslim-
Croat Federation, one of the
two entities propping up the
peace process. .
The federation was set up

in 1994 under pressure from
Washington ollowing 11
months of Muslim roat

fighting but has been dogged
bIY. disputes over the power-
sharing arrangements,

Izetbegovic was meanwhile
forced to cancel an address
to a .election rally of his ruling
Muslim democratic action
party (SDA) in the central
town of Zenica.

Less than a year after

- Bosnia's Muslims, Croats and

Serbs ended fighting, Bosnia-

Herzegovina is supposed to.

hold elections by September,
but so far few preparations
have been made for the poll.
Izetbegovic's inaugural rally
in the main footh stadium
in Zenica was "cancelled be-
cause of bad weather,” a
spokesman for the rulin
democratic action party (SDA
said. ;
The president's main op-
sition In the Muslim-Croat
ederation is expected to
come from former Bosnian
Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic,
who Saturday launched a new

Fartly"( for Bosnia-Herzegovina
psaili'il ) and remains popular in
8,

b3

Oil up, gold

LONDON, Apr 15: Ol soared
to its highest level since 1991
this week, reports AFP.

~Analysts-said that this rise
was rno more than a temporary
blip that would soon come to
an end with a fall in prices.
The threat of a flood of Iraqi
crude on the international
market might send prices into
freefall if talks between Bagh-
dad and the United Nations fi-
nally yield an agreement on
the said of Iragi oil to fund
purchases of food and medi-
cine. ' '

In addition, some dealers
said they feared that under the
current sky-high prices the
OPEC countries might be tem-
Ftﬂd to step up production
evels.

Among the other commaodi-
ties. grains were star perform-
ers this week. Analysts pre-
dicted that American wheat
stocks might fall below levels
that have not been seen since
the years of shortage immedi-
ately after World War I1.

he Chicago market alsq
enjoyed renewed interest from
the speculative investment
funds who have turned away
from the US bond market
since its fall one week ago.

GOLD: Disappointing. With
the price of most other com-

- modities up strongly this

Commodity market report

week, gold's performance was
a disa intment to traders.
The price of gold, which early
this year took to the. heights,
barley moved this week. end-
ing around 394 dollars per
ounce, roughly the same level
as the previous Friday,
Market experts' expressed
disappointment that gold had
not followed the same direc-
tion as ﬁains or crude oll.
Early in the week, huge sales

by producers weighed

prices.

The trad house GNI, ho-
wever, said there were grou-
nds for optimism in the mon-
ths ahead: the expected reco-
very in the world economy,
rising commodities prices, the
deficit in gold lupplﬁ. "It could
be ar that you have much
of the combination that cau-
sed the 1970s rallies In the
precious metals.” said GNI.

SILVER: Stable. Like gold,
silver did not take inspiration
from the other commodities.
It ended around 5.50 dollars

ounce, a similar level to

ut as with gold, the fun-
damentals, such as the fallin
stocks held on the New Yor
market, pointed to the polen-
tial for a take-off in pﬂ

PLATINUM: lent. Plat-
inum appears the most re-

OWTl On

for a new rally,

change (LME),
month reference price rose by
some
2,545 dollars per tonne.

held
which fell by
305,100 tonnes,
cop

put in
cent increase in Russian out-
put
months of
abundant
worldwide.

disappointing over week

silient of all the

als, shrugging o
sales from Japan mid-week. It
ended slightly above the previ-
ous week's levels, and is ready

recious met-
a spate of

experts said.

COPPER: overy. A revival

of interest from investors in
London and New York and
buying
the price of copper upwards,
more than reversin

of the previous week.

[rom the Far East sent

the losses

On the London Metal Ex-
the three-

65 dollars to around

in the stocks
warehouses,
14,275 tonnes to
also gave

A sharp dro
in LM

r prices a lift.

owever, one London

dealer said that "the market is
not
upsi
that it might be swamped with
metal

[E:'ltlng too excited on the
yet" because of fears

GNI ted to record out
ahrain and 5.3 per

the f[irst three
996 as evidence of
copper supplies

LEAD: Rise. The price of

durin

lead bounced back from the
past few weeks, losses. Lifted

by copper's
continued
shown by a 2.100-tonne drop
in LME warehouse stocks to
89.650 tonnes.

dollars to 813

zinc increased by five dollars |
to 1,086 |
0Tl
tonnes to 624,675 tonnes,

price of aluminium fell by 11
dollars to
tonne, as early gains under the
influence u){

wiped outl after a large rise in
market reserves.

Metal Exchange warchouses
grew by 29 150 lonnes over
the week to 778,075 tonnes,

the
Aluminium Institute published
encouragin
showed a
backs of Unwroght Metal Ltd
by Frnduccru around the world
in

fited from continuing interest
from investors., and advanced
modestly by some 15 dollars to
around 6.455 dollars per
tonne
by 65 tonries to 9,085 tonnes

%atns and signs of
iealthy demand

The metal advanced by 12
r tfonne.

[srael further

easing closure
of WB, Gaza

JERUSALEM. Apr 15: Israel

raising to 7,000 the ST o

| workers it would let in to the

Jewish state, Reuter.
Earlier this month it issued
entry permits to 3.000 work-
ers over the age of 45 and
married with families — a cat-
egory that Israel believes re-

' duces any security risk.

—

—

ZINC: Higher. The price of
per tonne. Reserves
the LME grew by 725

ALUMINIUM: Fall. The
1,627 dollars per

copper were

Stocks held in Londen

However, early in the week
International Primary

figures that

000-tonne fall In
ebruary.

TIN: Calm. The metal bene-

Stocks on the LME fell |

i}
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and discuss the oil
and other issues that concern
the organisation,
how to get Iraq back. "

be the first b
since
nei

1990
United Nations to
crippling embargo on [rag. in-
cluding a ban on oil exports,

The government said it

"nuldna'ln-crthtmtryap

economy.

Malaysian food
seéllers need to
learn hygiene

KUALA LUMPUR. Apr 15:
Malaysian food sellers will have
to learn hygiene to protect the
vulnerable stomachs of visitors
as the country develops into a
major tourist destination, re-
m:x sald Sunday, according

Some two million Malaysian
food sellers will be required to
attend lectures on hy-
gene and maintenance, prom-

pted by the alarming number
of food poisoning cases.
Some 280, cases of food

f»ouunmg were reported here

ast :

'ﬁrdu not want visitors to
be down with food soning
while visiting.” Health Minister
Chua Jui Meng was quoted say-
ing l?r the Sunday Times. "It is
bad for our image."

OPEC chiefs to
visit [rag

DHABI. Apr 15
OPEC's heads will visit Iraq
this week as part of a Gulf teur
aimed at preparing for the
cartel meeting in ne and
averting market upheaval if
Iraq resumed crude exports,

they said yesterday.
Algerian Oil Minister
Ammar Makhlufi, current

President of the 12-nation
Orgnaisationn of Peiroleum
Exporting Countries, and its
Secretary General Rilwanu
Lukman will travel to Baghdad
after a visit to Iran.

"Of course, our tour in-
cludes Iraq because, it is an
important (OPEC) member.

The visit will take place this
week."”
in Abu Dhabi.

Lukman told reporters

"We will meet officials there
market

including

The two senior officials are

due to visit Tehran before fly-
ing to Baghdad. Th
ited the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Saudi Arabia, Kuwait
and
OPEC member states.

have vis-

Qatar as part of a tour of

Their trip to Baghdad will
cartel heads
Iraqi forces invaded
beuring Kuwait in August
and prompted the
impose

Iraq has been locked in ne-

gotiations with the U.N over

an oil for fopd deal involving
|

he sale of two billlon dollar
vorth of crude over a period of

| six months. This means the

export of nearly 700,000 bar-
rels per day (BPD).

ment leaders from
mmonwealth of Independent
States (CIS) agreed in Moscow
Friday
economic integration and formm
a common
organised crime,
Reuter,

reported that amon
items discussed at the one-da
meeting was a
their anti-aircra
to offer mutual assistance in
the case of trouble on the CIS'
external frontier.

CIS leaders agree
to work for
closer economic

integration
MOSCOW, Apr 15: Govern-

the Co-
to work for closer

front against

reports

Russian news agencies also
some 30

act to uni
defences and

The 12-strong CIS. formed

in 199] from the ashes of the
Soviet
former Soviet

Union. groups all
Republics ex

the Baltic States — Latvia.

l."‘tl:;t
Lithunia. and Estoiia.

‘We are opening a new

stage in the move toward a
modern lyPc of integrated
t:nmmuntt%.

Minister Vikt
din. who chaired the {.I:l-kl. WAaS

quoted as saying.

Russian me
or Chernomyr-

He said the approval of the

plan for integrated develop-
meni of the Commeonwealth in
1996-97 had opened the way
for all 12
lowing a
established by Russia and
Belarus. which .
eral treaty this month

member states fol-
¢ ooperation model

a bilat-



