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SAARC secy gen
leaves Dhaka

SAARC Secretary General,
Naeem U Hasan, left Dhaka
yesterday for Kathmandu end-
ing his lamiliarisation visit to

- Bangladesh. Diréétor General,
C Desk, Ministry of For-

eign Aflairs, Humayun A Kamal,
and Mrs Kamal saw the secre-
tary general and his wife Mrs
Raana Hasan off at the Zia In-
ternational Airport., reports

BSS.

2 killed, 6 hurt
in road accident
CHITTAGONG. Apr 15 Two

persons were killed and six
others injured when a truck
and a passenger coaster col-
lided head on at Sebhakhola
under Chandanaish thana on
the Chittagong-Cox's Bazar
road some ofl here to-
dlf According to Chandanaish
a ice, the accident occurred
when the Chittagong-bound
truck sudde collided head

on with a all bound pas
senger coasler, reports BSS

Body recovered

From Our Cerrespondent

NARAYANGANJ, Apr 5:
Fatullah recovered the
tm(:‘y of a local Jube Union _
leader from Munshibagh area

m%.t victim, Nirok\ 26. son
of Abdul Mannap, was Lhe joint

secretary of < Kulubpur
Union branch of Jubo U
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As demands for fiscal bene-
bodies and associations to sal-

fects of the political unrest,
the government is seriously
contempla giving some re-
lief to the hard-hit sectors
through administrative mea-

the Finance

sources in
Ministry.
"We may not be able to give
any cash incentive to any sec-
tor. but we will to see that
measures are taken to give

breather to the country's pro-

fits mount from different trade

vage them [rom the adverse ef-

sures, according to well-placed

1403 BS,
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Losses during political unrest

Govt plans relief for
hard-hit sectors

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

ductive sectors.” said a high
official of the ministry.

Any measures to mitigate
the losses suffered by the
country’'s industrial and export
sectors will be dctcrmlnccf)%
the reality of revenue cr'uncifa
and the need to maintain fi-
nancial discipline, sources
concerned hinted.

As a starter to this process
of giving relief, the pgovern-
ment yesterday announced
that payment of advance in-
cdome tax (AIT) on export earn-
ings could be deferred till
‘June 30. sources concerned

said.

A high level meeting will
also be convened soon to dis-
cuss possible further relief to
the trade and industries sec-
tors aflected during the politi-
cal unrest.

The sources also mentioned
that in taking the measures,
priority will be given to sectors
which are "very sensitive and
involves the image of the coun-
try”.

A high official in the
Finance Ministry mentioned
that decision has also been
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Sunday.

Students of the Fine Arts Institute, Dhaka Universit

b

organised a colourful rally in the city marking the Pahela Baisha
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Pahela Baishakh
celebrated

amid fanfare

By Staff Correspondent

Pahela Baishakh, marking

the beginning of the Bangla
New Year 1403, was cele-
brated on Sunday amid tradi-
tional festivities and fanfare
tHroughout the country.
The day was a public holi-
day. '
The first day of the solar
Bangla calendar, introduced by
Mughal Emperor Akbar in Hijri
963 to correlate with the crop
cycle and harvesting period of
this region, is celebrated by
people from all walks of life,
irrespective of religion and
ethnic background. )

From this year (1996) on-
wards, Pahela Baishakh will fall
on April 14 of the Gregorian
calendar each year. The deci-
sion to synchronise the two
dates was taken by the Bangla
Academy Calendar Reform

See Page 12 col 7
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About two crore children
under five years of age will be
givern vaccine today and
on May 16, under the two-day

government programme for
eradicating the disease from
by the year 2000

the
hmn. about one crore

30 lakh children between
I and 5 s will be given
Vitamin-A su ments, for
prevention of blindness and
4 reduction of mertality caused
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First day of NIDs today
2 crore children to be
given polio vaccine

By Staff Correspondent

by diarrhoea and pneumonia.
during the tw-dlr "National
Immunization Days™ (NIDs).

Jointly nrf:nll:d h’y the
meni, the World Health

rganisation (WHOQO) and
UNICEF, the immunization
Er amme will tnvolve some
lakh volunteers working In
1.2 lakh centres around the

The Extended Programme
on Immunization (EPl) author-
itles urged ng
children under five years
o Lake m to the nearest
immunization centre on both
days. Even if these children
were prcﬂ;u:ly iniz:inmwd.
they must vaccina in.
thelEﬂ . -

n a message on the occa-
sion. President Abdur Rahman
Biswas urged the educated and
conscious lo play their
due role and volunteer -
neously 0 make the NiDs a
success

Meanwhile, Chiel Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman

of oral vaccine
(O tg five children at the
5:: Bhaban at Mohakhali in

The Ciu:l" Adviser while in-
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| Boat purchase cas_é
HC appealed to raise

The State yesterday liled an
appeal to the High Court divi-
sion ol the Supreme Court
demanding enhancement ol
the punishment to former
Presi t Hussain Muhammad
Ershad in a corruption case re-
lating to the purchase of relief
boats from Japan. reports BSS

A special | ‘s court aflter

a lengthy hearing in the
Japanese { purchase case of
and sentenced

83 con

Nurullah resigns

as Attorney-Gen
By Staff Correspondent

A new Attorney General is
likely to be named by the
President shortly following the
resignation of Nurullah from
the post.

Nurullah, in a letter to the
Presidemt on Thursday lasi,
mentioned personal grounds’
as reason for his resignation.

According to a source In the

Law Ministry, the intment
of the Altorn eneral (s
likely to be after the re-

turn of the Law Advisor from
abroad. Barrister Ishtia
Ahmed. advisor for Law an
Yarliamentary Affairs Ministry
is scheduled to return to tae
capital today.

Ershad's prison term

Ershad last year to Lhree years
simpile Imprisonment.

a al was filed on be-
half of Ershad in the High
Court last year seeking quash-
ment of his punishment.

In its criminal appeal flled
before the two-member bench
of the court comprising Jus-
tice Badrul Islam Chowdhury
and Justice Md Asaduzzaman,
the State described the Spe
cial Court's judgement as
“inadequate”. It demanded that
the riod of sentence be
raised.

U;[)punlng the admission
Yusul Hossain Humayun. the
defence counsel of Ershad.
during the hearing mentioned
that an appeal against the
Special Court's judgement and
the bail of his client. were
pending before High Court. a
press release sald. Humayun

uestioned whether the appeal
or enhancement ol punish
ment of Ershad was flled at the
directive of the caretaker gov
ermmment or it was the own mo
tion of the law officer

Deputy Attorney General
Amirul Kabir Chowdhury de-
nied of self-initiative and
stated that he got directive
from appropriate quarter,

After hearing both sides,
their lordship ordered that
hearing of both a s will be

done together, Lhe press re-
lease a ;

nees who are late in flling
their application, investiga-
tions have revealed.

Al

be held in November.
i Officials at the National

University. which approves the

By Staff Correspondent

registration and has the re-
sponsibility of conducging the
examination. however, said
that only int private BA
examinees proba fall victim
to such 'unfair and criminal’
acts.

“We have given responsibil-
ity to some selected colleges
o applications from the
intending private examinees
and to refer those to us a
with the prescribed fees. If
anybody is involved in such ac-
tivity, please let us know. We
will spare them.” said Vice
Chancellor (VC) of the National
U , Dr M A Bari.

When asked how such mal-
practice could be done without

BA exam: Tk 4000 bribe for
late registration?

active sup from his office.
the VC said that he was sure
that his office was not involved
in HW such activity.

"None with such attitude
can serve in the National Uni-
versity,” the VC asseried.

On an average 50.000 pri-
vale candidates appear al the
BA examinations in the coun
every year. In Lthe capital. |
colleges are entrusted with the
responsibility of recetving ap-

ications and referri n{hﬂﬂ
0 the registrar of the National
University.

The registration process
was carried out by the Dhaka
University until 1993 when

See Page 12 Col |
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AL may opt for policies
thru' nat'l consensus

By Reaz Ahmad

Awaml L:aF{uc is preparing
its manifesto for the next par-
liamentary election on the ba-

sis of the policy guideline

adopted in the party's last

special council session held in
September last year, according
lo sources in the party.

_ The manifesto . Imay opt
lor formation of policies on
various sectors and Issues on

the basis of a "national consen-

sus”, a top leader of the party

told this correspondent yes-

terday. The concept of "natio-

nal consensus" was adopted in
the special council session, he
said.

In a recent joint meeting of
the advisory committee and
the presidium of the party,
only the economic part of the

polls manifesto was discussed
and it would take "few more
days” to come up with the final
manilesto, said another senior
]mr_}{l leader.

e AL leader. who Is also a
presidium member, denied
reports in a section of the
Press that the party's mani-
esto for the forthcoming sev-
enth parliamentary elections
has been [inalised. The mani-
festo is likely to be finalised
after the extended meeting of
the party's policy planning
Thursday next, he said. The
meeting is expected to be at-
tended by a large number of

tlistrict level leaders. he
added.

Mentionably, Awami League
See Papge 12 col 6

EC proposes Tk 19.5 cr
budget for polls

The Election Commission
[EC) yesterday placed to the
overnment a Tk 19.50 crore
udget for holding the coming
arliament election. reports
NB.

A source at the Election
Commission said the.budget,
approved by the Chief Election
Commissioner, was sent to the
Finance Ministry for approval,

Allowance [or the pollin
officers has been fixed at Tk 6
crore. while Tk 2 crore ear-
marked as expenses for print-
ing ballot papers and other
forms.

Taka 40 lakh has been kept
in the budget for preparing
and making new ballot boxes.
Tk 10 lakh for refreshments
and Tk 84 lakh for transporta-
tion ol election materials.

Polling centre expenses
have been fixed at Tk 90 lakh
while Taka one crore has been
kept for importing indelible
ink and other materials.

The budget for the February
15 polls, boycotted by the op
position parties, was Tk 10.50
crore. _

‘Meauwhile, Dr'aA K M
Shamsul Huda. Secretary of
the Banking Division. along

2 new election

commissioners
By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday appointed a
former secretary and a retired
district judge as the Election
Commissioners.

According to an Election
Commission announcement,
the new Election Commission-
ers are, Abidur Rahman, a
former aﬂ:rﬂarﬂ and Mostague
Ahmed Chowdhury, a retired
district judge.

Abidur Rahman was from
the Accounts and Audit cadre,
and Mostaque Ahmed Chowd
hury. immediately before his
retirement as a judge. was DG.
Bureau of Anti-Corruption

The two Election Commis-
sioners are likely to take oath
of office today (Tuesday). EC
sources said.

Besides, Abdul Mannan. DG
of the Chief Advisor's office.
has replaced 8yed Abdur
Rashid as the Joint Secretary
(Admii) at the EC Secretariat,
official sources said.

See Page 12 Col 5

with some top bankers of the
country yesterday met Chief
Election Commissioner
Muhammad Abu Hena. |

They were learnt to have
discussed the issue of barring
loan defaulters from taking
part in the coming election. |
being held under the caretaker {
government.

Different political parties
and professional groups are
demianding the prohibitive

 democracy

measure to ensure a fair '.rntg.
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By Staff Correspondent

BNF secretary general Ab-
dus Salam Talukdar yesterday
said that major cha in the
administration ahead of the
general elections would make
lhin;is difficult. even impossi-
ble for the civil servants to
perform their new jobs prop-
erly during election.

Expressing surprise at what
he called the massive transfer
ol officials and employees,
Salam Talukdar in a statement
last night said, "We want re-
consideration of the decision,
il at all taken in this reﬁrd."

We think it would diffi-
cult, even impossible for any
official or emp to perform
his duty properly because the
date for elections would arrive
belore one would get ac-
quainted with his new office."

" he said.

See Page 12 Col 1

| Khaleda addresses

public meeting
in city today

By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
[BNP) will hold a public meet-
ing at the Manik Mia Avenue in
the capital at 3 pm today to
celebrate the “viclory of
and the
Constitution.”

BNP secretary general
Abdus Salam Talukdar, in a
statement issued last night,
urged the workers of the part
and its front organisations an

See Page 12 col 6

| at Road No. 113/A in charming environ-

public auction.

of RAJUK Bhaban.

DFEP-7528-9 /4
(489

RAJUi( Commercial Plot j
Auction Notice

| 342.94 square metre (5 katha 2 chhatak)
residential-cum-commercial Plot No. 23

ment. of Gulshan Residential Area will
be allotted on the basis of 99-year lease in

Applications in RAJUK's prescribed form
from intending bidders will be received by
the Deputy-Director (Estate) up to 2-00 PM
of 23-4-96. Prescribed application form
with terms and conditions of auction will

be available on cash payment of Taka
500/ = (five hundred) only (non-refundable)
each from Janata Bank, RAJUK Bhaban
Branch, Dhaka.

Auction of the plot will be held on 24-4-96 at
10-00 AM in the conference room at 3rd floor

Rajdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha

Chairman || °
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