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Holiday
The offices of The Duily Star

will remain closed today
lﬂlldlr] on the occasion of

Bangla New Year.
Therefore. there will be no

issue of the gewspaper
tomorrow (Monday).

NEWS BRIEFS

Gen Nasim meets
Biswas

The Chief of Army Staff Lt
Gen Abu Saleh Mohammad
Nasim. Bir Bikram. called on
President Abdur Rahman
Biswas at bhaban yester
day General Nasim stayed with
the President f[or some Lime
reports UUNB

2 killed in Pabna
road accident

FABNA, rr.'.'i Two peopile
-l::re kalled 10 ulhﬂ[:u&:t
ad when a truck fell into a
rﬂm'ﬁde ditch near Jala'pur m
Sadar thana on the Pabna-Na
ari highway today The
were identified as Abul
Hossain, 50, of Kankorkata in
Sadar thana and Yunus Ali, 25
of Aalkula in Sathia thana of
the district. Police said the
accident occurred when a Na
garbari-bound truck loaded
with pﬁl tried to give
side to r truck coming
from oppesite direction in the
afternoon. reporis UNB.

Jamaat public meet
in Ctg tomorrow
CHITTAGONG. Apr 13

Ameer of Jamaat-e-Islami Prof
Golam mm will address a

E;hlk: at Laldighi
hen: on April I5 at 3
E:ﬂ lo a press re-
ase here t . the Jamaat
chief will also accorded a

reception at the same venue.

reports BSS.

33 killed in Indian
bus plunge

NEW DELHI, Apr 13
Thirty-three people were
drowmed today when a bus
pi imto a river imn
southern Indian state of
Andhra Pradesh. the United
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Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman yesterday
made a fervernt appeal to all to
refrain Jrom whipping up con-
troversy on various jssues that
‘tould impede functioning of
the caretaker government, re-
ports UNB.

. *The caretaker government
has been formed to do some
specific jobs within a certain
pcriud of time. Within the

tipulated timeframie, it is not
pnssible to resolve diverse
problems facing the count
nor is it consistent with
concept of caretaker gnw:rn-
ment.”

Addressing the nation over
radio and television on the eve
of the Bangla new year, the
Chief Adviser also sent a call to
all parties for withdrawing all
their suppert and shelter to
possessors ol unauthorised
arms.

Rahman said his govern-
ment was carrying out its re-
sponsibilities following the ex-
]:vreased understanding of po-

itical parties.

He said the government had

posts in consulia-
lion with the political parties.
He further stated thal the
caretaker government was
continuing its work on the ba-
sis of consensus wuh political
parties.

To continue work on the
basis of consensus is’'a time-
consuming process. But, de-
spite that. the caretaker gov-
ernment will continue its op-
eration on the basis of consen-
SuUs,
caretaker government who
took over on March 30 after
Begum Khaleda Zia stood down
as Prime Minister.

He further said the care-
taker government had ex-
tremely limited time at its
disposal. “Therefore, if neces-
sary. it would not hesitate to
carry out its tasks as its
own judgement indepen-
dently.”

Rahman said the caretaker
government was formed under
a constitulional arrangement
and it has constitutional and
legal jurisdiction to carry out
administrative functions and

filled in kei!]
e

stated the head of the

hold a free and fair election in
the country.

-The government, he said, is
dctermincd to create a conge-
nial atmosphere and take nec-
essary admirﬂstralj\re measures
to that end.

To make this prncass a suc-
cess, cooperation of the people
and political leaders and
workers as well as tolerance
among themselves are impera-
tive.

Rahman gave an assurance
that the caretaker government
would do nothing outside the
purview of the Constitution
and the existing laws.

The Chief Adviser hoped
that with the cooperation of
political parties and construc-
tive criticismn of the media this

overnment would succeed in
oing its onerous duties.

Apart from taking measures
to improve law and order. it is
also the duty of the present
government to give an impetus
to economic activities ol the
country, he observed.

The government has taken
steps to curtail excess spend-

1996

| o Chief Adviserfs aE' peal to all
Stop raisi ng contmversy
on various issues

ings to set aside fund for pro-
ducuve sectors. The govern-
ment, he said, kept strict vigil
on the industrial sector, par-
ticularly on ensuring unhin-
dered supplies of raw material
to the garments industries.

The ports are functioning at
full speed and the government
has taken steps to ensure
steady supply of diesel and
fertilizer on an emergency ba-
sis {0 meet requirements of
the northern region. he noted.

Giving a brief resume of the
performance of his govern-
ment. Rahman said it had
achieved a limited success in
improving law and order and
in gearing up the economic
and administrative sectors.

“There
complacence, the nation has to
continue to strive to consoli-
date and strengthen this pro-
cess,” the Chief Adviser said.

He concluded with a new
year's greetings to his compa-
triots and urged them to work
harder with dedication for the
greater glory of the nation.
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is no cause for

All political parties may be
on an election

||.Mt are
rhimﬁ'mhuﬂi

o agree
mﬂ of conduct through open
discussions on radio and
Lelevisi te ‘create public
opinion’, Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC)] Mohammad
Abu Hena said yesterday.

In an interview with The
Daily Star at his office, the CEC
also said that he was iﬂnﬁ
thoughts on how to seek fres

promulgation of the ordinance
mrﬂing barlh iuln default-

uun-ﬂ

"If all the political parties
on a cudc of conduet
discussions on the TV
and radio, which may be con-
ducted by an impartial media
personality. public oplnlnn can
ecasily be created.” said the
CEC, that implementa-
tion of it would then become

mruch easier
He said that he would de-

Bv Morshed Ali Khan

cidde whether to make some
changes in the ordinance or
have it in its original form be-

fore requesting fresh promul-
gation of it.
The ordinance had de-

barred bank loan defaullers
from contesting polls.

Mohammad Abu Hena

CEC for code of conduct
thru' open discussions

The CEC, replying to a
question, said that he was in
lavour of engaging the 'civil
apparatus (o recover illegal
arms which have been a con-
cern for both the Election
Comumission (EC) and the po-
litical parties.

'l am not (hinking of
bringing the army to recover
the illegal arms.” he said.

The CEC said that his ap-

partiv willing to talk to
have discussed a prncurnl
and acceptable election sched-
yle, vuiira' list and other mat-
ters with the ical ties.”
he said. e e
About making a fresh voters’
list as demanded by some
litical parties. the CEC said
that despite his_sincere wish,
he could not really go for a

See Pagr 12 col 8

"4 OCs under KMP

transferred
From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Apr 13: The offi
cers-in-charge of four out of
five thanas of the metropolitan
city have been transferred as
part of the governmen! move
to reorganising the police

ration

The OC of Sonadanga and
Khalispur thanas have been

to DB. " while the OC of
and the OC of Daulatpur
thana have beenstransferred to

Sonadanga and Khalispur
n.lpjlur

Samad of BB has been

Lo All thana, lrhllr
the OC of All thana
has been transferred 1o

thana
The OC of Kotwali thana
Kazi Shahabuddin Ahmed is yet
to be transferred, llthnugh

nlt
and

the Police Su-
wmmmumr
Hossain Miah and Sattar

Ali have been transferred 1o

| Mlﬂdhl and Satkhira.

“Vested Property Act violation

AL, JP, Jamaat demand

Place Defence

under Chief Adviser

By Staff Correspondent

Awarmi League, Jatlya Party
and Jamaat e-islami In a joint
meeling yesterday made a
strong demand for Immediate

&Intlng of the Defence
inistry and the grmmed forces
division under thé disposal of

the Chief Adviser, 2

The three parties observed
that "keeping. the Defence
*Ministry under the dis b of
the President was cnnfr.l.
the spirit of the parliamentary
sysiemn and basic structure of

Constitution

The joint meeting, held at
the residence of AL presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad.
was attended by AL leaders
Samad Azad, Abdul Mannan
Tolael Ahmed and Suranjit Sen
Gupta. JP leaders Moudud
Ahmed, Kazi Zafar Ahmed and

Anwar Hussain Manju and
Jamaal Jeaders Muhammad
uamaruzzaman and Abdul
ader Mollah. sald a press re
lease signed by Tofael Ahmed.
The meeting observed with

ng of the '

{kctrn that kee
fence Ministry under the

President's di has raised
questions confusions In
public mind. This has also

made the caretaker govern-
ment weak and ineffective.
The meeting observed that

the drive for recovery of illegal
arms that after the care-
laker government ass

was halted suddenly and
arms holders were movin
[reely while police remain
inactive. It urged the caretaker
government to resume the

See Page 12 col 7

Speakers at a seminar here
yesterday unanimously ob
served that the Vested
Pr y Act should be an
n as it is a gross violation
of the fundamentals of the law
of inheritance. reports BSS

They said in a sovereign
country this law iiself is con

ly illegal as the coun-
try's Censtitution guarantees
right to life and property to all

irrespective of easle creed
and religion.
The speakers poirited out

that after the creéation of
sovereign Bangladesh. the very
concept and conditions under
which this law was promul-
gated as the “Enemy v
Act” in the then Pakistan have

ceased to exist.
While for imrmediate
dissolution the act. the

ubuu'vud that noth-

The seminar on ~The im-
pact of the Vested Property
Acim{htn_nﬂﬂyuftherurnl

wWas D-If,ﬂn.l
the Association L.:nd

Refgrms and Land
Development (ALRLD) at the
Bangladesh Agriculture
Research Council | ) audi-

tortum

FEminent cCconomist
Mohhammmad Anisur Rahman
presmded over the seminar

which was participated by
Ahmedul Kabir. Basrister Amir
U1 islam. Advocate Sudhangshu
Sekhar Halder. Dr Atiur
Rahman. Kamal Lohani, Dr
Hossain Zillur Rahman. Khushi
Kabir and Igbal Sobhan
Chowdhury Dr Abul Barkat
presented the key note paper
which he prepared jointly with
Shaliq-Uz-Zaman of Dhaka
Untversity. ALRID Executive
Darector Shamsul Huda made
the introductory speech while
Minar Mansur of ADAB con-
ducted the seminar proceed-
ings

In the keynote paper, the
authors said that as many as 53
lakih members of the Hindu
commurtity were forced to mi-
grate out of the country since
the mid-sixties following the
promulgation of this discrimi-
natory act. According (o their
statistics, 538 people migrated
away from the country every
day on an average The number
of people leaving the country

orn an average everyday im the
period between 5 and

1971 was 703, they noted
Quoting statistics availabile

of inheritance law’

from the Tahsil offices across
the country, the paper said
thial 46 per cenl of the Hindu
population were allected by
the Vested (enemy) Property
Act and the net loss of prop
erty per affected family was
over 100 decimal

The law, which was enacted
as the Enemy Property Act in
1965 and later transfermed as
the Vested Property Act after
independence of Bangladesh,
affected 10.48.390 Hindu fam
ilies involving a total land area
of 10 lakh acres, most of
which are either agro-land or
homesteads, the said.

it said that a record number
of Hindu Jamilies lost their
pmrﬁhedunng 1965 to 1971
whi second record loss

were recorded be-
tﬂcn 1976 and 198] .

The paper said that 72
cent of the beneficiaries u[ 'Iﬁ'll':T
Sesperty ander (e ertont of
property u r the pretiexit
the law and who belong to the
party in pu-er The beneficia-

ries, mmtlz having political

cover have receiving pa-
tronisation from the m-
ment officlals in the of

process
acquisition of vested property,
it said. .
See Page 12 col 6

AL team meets

President,
Chief Adviser

A five-member delegation of
the Awzmi Leaiguc yesterday
met with Chiel Adviser Mo-
hammad Habibur Rahman and
demanded that the defence
ministry be placed under him
to keep the armed forces
above controversy. reports
UNB.

The AL leaders expressed
surprise over the placememnt of
the defence ministry under
the President by what they
said changing the basic frame-
work of the Constitution.

Under the parliamentary
system. they said, the Presi-
dent is the titular head of the

I:-mg::-l:::; wa’::m| p}ﬁﬁ,;\r“ﬂﬁ; State and cannot hold any

1-be beld talks after tak- "executive post’. according to

: Ln-ve': r“-m‘i‘“"w-ﬂm- o > A
cotne leaders- of any other Ear 51'- the. delegat

{,! called on President Abdur

Rahman Biswas al Bangabha-*

ban.

During the meeting with
the Chief Adviser-at his office
this evening. the AL leaders
put forward to him some pro-
posals for holding the upcom-
ing parliamentary elections in
a free. fair and impartial man-
ner

They demanded reorganisa-
See Page 12 Col 2

Teenaged boy

murdered 1n city
By Staff Correspondent

A teenaged boy was mur-
dered al Kazlarpar in the city
on Friday night

Nurul nmin. 19 was
stabbed to death allegedly by
one of his relatives in
Kazlarpar under Demra thana
late Friday ni

The incident occurred in
front of a tea stall near Amin's
house at Kazlarpar when the
two were having a chat, said a
source quoting locals. At one
stage. their chat turned in to a
terrible row and the ar rel-
ative stabbed Amin in his belly
with a indiscriminately
He died within a very short
time . police said.

Later, police picked up the
body and sent it to the Mitford
hospital for aulopsy. Amin's
sister flled a case with Demra
thana in this connection.

4 killed 1n
city incidents
By DMCH Correspondent

Four persons in sepa
rate incidents in the city yes-
terday.

f}ne Abul Kalam Azad Liton,
25, who was picked up by'
lice from a footpath near lht
loreign ministry at Shegun
Bagicha in an unconscious
stale late Thursda ht, died
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) early yester
day. police and hospital
sources said

Police sent the body of
Liton of Kazi Nazrul Islam
Road. Mohammadpur, was sent
to the DMCH morgue for au-
topsy. Police said, Liton. who
was abroad for about jour years
returned to Dhaka a couple of

months o. A case has been
filed with mna thana in this
regard

Police also picked up one
Siraj from Segun Bagicha. He
was admitted to the DMCH
Sira nst whom a case was
filed for drinking alcohol was
produced before the
metropolitan magistrate s
court yesterday

Besides, one Malek, 40,
who was serfously injured in a
road accident at Belabo bus
stand at Narsi i Thursday
evening died at the DMCH yes-
terday afternoon.

Ome Bilkis, 18, wife of Asgar
All of Rayer Bagh, Sanir Akra
under Demra thana, was elec-
trocuted at about 2:30 pm

See Page 12 Col 2
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Welcome, Bangla

Year 1403

By Staff Correspondent

Today is Pahela Baishakh,
the lirst day of the new Bangla
year 1403.

Pahela Baishakh. which
heralds the beginning of the
Bangla year based on a solar
calendar. has been perma-
nently lixed 1o fall on April 14
of the Gregonan calendar from

this year [1996) onwards, by
the Bangla Academy Calendar
Reform Commillee

The Bangla New Year s Day.
a public holiday, will be cele-
brated with traditional festivi-
ties across the country.

In keeping with the age-old
lradﬂ;m: iraders and sh

v wilk open. halkh

frtsﬁ:' account books and
sweels to their customers. '.

In a message on the dcca-
sion, President Abdur Rahman
Biswas extended his greetings
to the people and hoped the
nation would achieve further

progress in the new year.
he President observed
that the Bangla New Year cele-

brations had been playing an
important role in pro H”"ﬁ'
and nurturing the traditiona

~tural

culture and practices of the
nation.

President Biswas said it was
imperative to educate the
country's illiterate masses for
the nation's socio-economic
development and flourishment
of its f;nguagc literature and
culture.

Various socio-political and

cultural organisations have
drawn wup elaborate ro-
grammes which include

Baishakhi melas or fairs. cul-
functions and street
pageants, to welcome the new
year in a befitting manner.

Huﬁcal soiree in the morn-
ing at ) “yery,
year At

part of 'lh'l: Puheln Baishakh
celebrations.

Radio and Television will
put up special programmes
and newspapers bring out
special supplement hi hglalt
ing the significance of t :

The Bangla Academy haa
chalked Qut a three-day pro-
ramme with the “barsha
aran” function taking place

See Page 12 Col 1

Major changes in
police admn soon

Star R@p(]rt . )

The government will soon
go for major changes in the
police administration at the

grassroofs level and upward Lo
improve law and order, ac-
cording to Home Ministry
SOurces

Two committees have al-
ready been formed in this re-
gard — one comprising officials
of the Home Ministry for
changes at the higher level and
the other consisting of hi

lice oflicials at the 1G's office
E:(-)r changes at the thana level.

Meanwhile,
Communications and Shipping
Adviser Manzur Elahi yesterday
hinted at major changes in the
police administration within
the next four days

It Is needed o make
changes at jhe level of
Officers-in-charge (OCs) and

upwards to restore law and
order.” said the Adviser while
addressing the members of
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) at the chamber office.

"Lols of ch will be tak-
ing place within the next three
to four days to make further
improvement,” Manzur Elahi
said.

The usual practice is to
transfer the OCs within a par-
ticular region but this time in-
tra-r e(flnnal transfers are ex-

a Home Ministry offi-

t:ial nied out.
ut the criteria fixed by
the two committees for the
chlnl .. the nﬂ'li:'::l said, "Ill
wi pend on t sona
reputation of a poﬂtcpf:mcjal
Besides, the period of stay at a

See Page 12 col 6
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I'ransport worke

abduct policeman,

Ansar, take away

5 arrested men

From Staff Gmmpondant .
SYLHET, Apr 13 A
armed transpor rs .nt-
tacked a polint wln Il‘l-d took
away a police constable, an
Ansar and five arrested work-
ers from near the Kadamtoli
bus terminal in the town this

evening.

They also snatched a rifle
with 10 bullets, police said.

A police contingént headed

the SP in-charge rushed to
ll{t pot immediately after the
ln{:ident

But police could not de
any further information till
writing of the report at 11 pm.

The five persons were ar-
rested when an armed group
of transport workers were go-
ing to Monglabazar to avenge a
chase by local people there
some hours back.

The local =~ people had
chased the transport workers
who went there from the town
in several mini buses to fail a
meet to protest a transport
strike in Sylhet-Monglabazar
road from yesterday.

The strike began after po-
lice arrested a transport
worker Tuesday last in con-
nection with dacoity in two
mini buses in the Sylhet-
Monglabazar road earlier. The
arrested transport worker had
corifessed his involvement in
the dacoity. police said.

Illegal arms

factory found
in Maheskhali

From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, 13: Po-
lice unearthed an llegal fire-
arms factory in a hill at Ma-
heshkhali last Friday.

The poiice recovered 7

s and ammunition from the

hapla Hill situated at the
south af the island.

/Meanwhile. police of
Cox's Bazar di recovered
60 illegal arms- arrested
367 alle eni s, during
e R Th Rot
a
. uuuté: was nm "

for possessing firearms at @
re{u ee camp in Ukhia thana
riday evening.

Nu-nr thammad and his
wife, Hashia Begum, who were *
stay i at no-7. shade in
Ghu um area, were picked
up when found a coun-
try-made gun in their room.

They were sent to court to-
day (Saturday) and later to the
district jail.

Jessore JCD
leader shot
dead

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, Apr 13: A
Jatityatabadi Chhatra Dal (ICD)
leader was shot dead in
Jhikorgachha today. :

Waliur Rahman, 31. con-
venor of the district JCD, was
hit by a bullet in the chest
when some people opened fire
on a public meeting at village
Salipur at about 5 pm. He died

on the spot.

About 20 le were also
wounded as the attackers ex-
ploded a n:rh:u bombs. The

mndtunn of one Shamsul
Haque who received bullet in-
jury was reported to be criti-

cal.

Another JCD leader,
Mohidul _Islam, was
kidnapped by the rival

A case was [il with

Jhikorgacha thana in this con-
nection. The JCD blamed
League's “armed
cadres” for the attack.

standards:

For further information
please contact

Tel : 888077, 888011
Ext 4255/5149/5041
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