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Pabna Chamber election held amid
sharp division among the members

From Ranesh Maitra

PABNA. Apr 12: The elec-
tions of Pabna Chamber of
Commerce and:. Industries
(P.C.C.1] was held as per
schedule on April 1. Fifteen
members of the Executlve
Commitiee have already been
declared elected officially.

On the other hand, the
Hon'ble High Court Division of
the Supreme Court, passed an
order on 30.4.95 restrainin
the Administrator (Addition
District Magistrate) of the
P.C.C.I from functioning as the
Administrator of Pabna Cham-
bers. But the Administrator,
when contacted over tele-
hone, told The Daily Star that
e did not receive any copy of
the impugned order of the
Hon'ble High Court. Before
holding the elections or even
before making over the change
to the newly elected commit-
tee.

The Administrator further
stated the results of the elec-
tions held ofi April 1 were al-
ready published and hung upon
the Notice Board of the P.C.C.I

du igned by him.

Eﬁkﬁﬂnﬁn of the P.C.C.1
disclosed that of the total
1.212 voters. 602 voters cast
their votes and of them, 33
were declared invalid. in the
said elections.

The members who have
been declared elected to the

new Executive Committee are

as follows:

M A Kafee Sarkar, Alhaj Ab-
dul Latif Biswas, Mobarak Hos-
sain Ratna, Alhaj Abdus Sattar
Biswas, Azizur man 00,
Anisur Rahman, Abdur is
Khan, Jahurul Islam Bishu,
Mahbubul Alam, Abdullah Al
Mahmud, ‘Arjan All, Ashraful
Alam, Sheikh Mahtab Uddin,
Solaiman Hossain, Abdul Ma-
ed, A B M Fazlur Rahman, Ra-

iul Islam, Abdul Gafur Khan,
Abdur Rahman Noor, Anwar
Hossain and Abdur Raquib
Khondakar.

Advocate Abul Ahsan Gora,
fomer President of the P.C.C.I,
upon whose application, the
impugned order dated 30.3.96

was passed by the Hon'le High

Court, told that none from his.
group and also from, another
group working in the P.C.C.]
Earﬂclp&ted in the elections
eld on April 1. He also
claimed only one group led by
M A Kafee Sarkar participated
and he t have got his own
anel elected. A Kafee
ankar was later elected
president of the P.C.C.]I by the
newly elected members.
Amidst sharp division
among the members, with so
‘many groupigns am them-
selves that led to filling of a
number of civil and criminal
cases during last several
months and all of them re-
maining pending in different
Courts including the Hon'ble
High Court Division of the
Supreme Court of the bewil-
diered business community of
Pabna witnesses the elections
to the Pabna Chambers of
Commerce and Industries on
April 1, 1996. Over 50 per
cent of the voters did not turn
up.
pWhr.n contacted, Akhter

Hossain, ADM, Pabna and Ad-
ministrator of the PCCI told
The Daily Star over telephone
that the allegations regardi
genuineness of vqters, sched-
ule of election and formation of
al Committees were not
correct and claimed that he
maintained strict neutrality
and impartiality and admitted
that it would have been better
if some compromises could
have been earlier arrived at.

He asserted that all his ef-
forts for creating an under-
standing failed because all the
parties were adamant and also
said that he found no valid
ground for postponing elec-
tions schedule to be held on

April 1. |

Although the elections were
held and new office bearers
stepped in, many genuine
traders were Kkeeping them
away from the Chambers as
none could be sure how far the
committee or the elections
would be able to obtain legal
validity.

Proper plan, patronisation needed

NATORE, Apr 12: Despite
bright prospect industries
could not bé established in Na-
tore district due to lack of

meﬂa- plan and patronisation
of the authorities congerned, it

is reported.

According to local experts.
primary feasibility study were
made by the government about
the possibility of setting up of
industries in the areas.

Drought may

affect jute
output target
in Chandpur

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, Apr 12: Jute
cuitivatiorr in Chandpur dis-
trict has been adversely af-
fected due to deteriorating
drought situation during the
last one month.

Agriculture Extension Des« °

partment has taken up a target
to cultivate jute in 30 fhoumid
acres of land during the cur-
rent season. Under the I!;l]:
cultivation plan about 10 thou-
sand acres of land will be
brought under local variety and
20 thousand acres of land will

ng vnri;.-ty seed and
ral of other ’fﬂ""'
puts and draw backs of irriga-

tion are the Im iments in
the way of lchleuﬁ:ft]u target.

Icnu]d

Bright prospects of setting
up industries in Natore

From M A Ali Himu

Natore. basically an agricul-
tural region. has only two sugar
mills which can not utilise the
huge quantity of sugarcane
produced in the district. It has
a distillery that uses the by-
products of the sugarcane.

Sugar mills sources said.
another sugar mill, a paper
mill and a distillery cguld be

rated in the district havirig
abundant sugarcane produce
in the region and it's by-prod-
ucts.

About 12 to 15 lakh metric
tons of sugarcane is produced
in- Natore every year. But only
50 per cent of these crops are
used in the two sugar mills.
about 20 per cent are used io
produce ‘gur’ or molasses
through allegedly illegal power
crushers. 15 per cent are used
for making sugar-juice and the
rest of the 15 per cent of sug-
arcane dry in the field or are
damaged in other natural
calamities. an unofficial survey
.

An expert said. the waste
Liof . the sugar mill
- used In gmrratin:
bio-gas. Feasibility study of
establishing bio-gas planl was
also done and several recom-
mendations were made earlier.
but those were not imple-
mented as® yei

A proposal. in this regard
was adopted at a seminar on
'Expansion and Appreciation of
Locally Innovated Appropriate
Technology' held here in De
cember '93. Bul due to lack ol
fund, the plan could not be
implemented despite the as
surance [rfom the then State
Minister for Social Welfare

An expert informed that the
prevailing paper crisis in the
country could be solved with
the establishment of a paper
mill here utilizing the sugar

| cane by-products and wastes.

Besides, there is a bright
rospect of establishing
eather and edible oil indus-
tries, milk, fish. mango and
vegetable processing units in
the district, as a huge guantity »
of raw materials for these pro-

,lfcts are available in plenty
€re.

More survey and develop-
ment is required to find out oil
and gas fields in the district to
mitigate the growing crisis in

the country's every sector.
The oil and gas driling works
at Shingra thana of Natore.

which started during the early
80's have been stopped later.

However. the local experts
said, the prospect of availabil-
ity of gas In the district is very
bright indeed and with the ex-
ploration of the pgas the entire
northern region might he
brought under gas network
ushering In new era in eco-
nomic development

Ganja trees
seized 1n
Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Apr 2: A special
squad of Narcotics Control De-
partment, Magura seized 40
ganja’ trees from Dashna vil-
l‘:FE of sadar thana of the dis-
trict recently.

According to the sources.
acting on secret information
the squad members raided the
Dashna village and recovered
the ‘garja’ trees from the
house of Shariful and Kaoser

A case was filed with
Maguora sadar thana in this
connection and the police ar
rested Shariful.

Notices of land
acquisition for
JMB' project
could not be

served .

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Apr 12 r Na-
tices of land acquisition for the
approach road on western
side of Jamuna Multipurpose
Bridge Project could not be
served amid massive resis-
tance from the villagers.

A magistrate and police
force went to serve notices of
land acquisition in Saidabad
Khidir and Dadda Mouzas in
Slra‘ggﬂn side. -

ut the land owners refused
to receive the notices. The
land owners alleged that the
rate of compensation money
was too low and they will not
allow acquisition until the rate
is enhanced.

One sentenced
- to life for

: killing

i
BRAHMANBARIA. Apr 12 . A’

man has been sentenced to
life term imprisonment {(or
killing his uncle at a-village in
Nabinagar thana of the district,
reports UUNB

The Additional District
Sessions Judge, Md Abdul
Hannan. also fined the ac-
cused, Shafiqul Islam of Bha
turia village, Tk 5000 in de-
fault, to suffer two years more
rigorous imprisonment.

According to prosecutign,
the accused killed his uncle
Fazlul Haque, with a sharp
weapon [fllowing an alterna-
tion on September 22, 1992

lLater, a murder case was
filed against four people with

Nabinagar thana.

The judge after examining
the evidence and witnesses
ronounced the judgement
ast week

: Wide allegation of line pilferage
Majority of telephone subscribers
in Sherpur receive ghost bills

SHERPUR. Apr 12 Many
months have passed since
submitting the written allega-
tion the local T & T
Board but the district's nearly
600 telephone subscribers in-

plaints. Intreduced in March
1988 the NWD facil-

From Ratan Chowdhury

negotiated rate. But all his ex-
cess calls are evenly dis-
tributed in the telephone
connection ol other sub-
scribers, Fanu stated. He even
offered this correspondemt to
accompany him to visit one
such favoured' client at
Nayanirbazen of the va
from where telephone calls
can be made to any district
under direct dialing There
will be no charge. the sub
scriber has to pay telephone
bill at a fixed rate. Whether he
makes any call or not the sub-
scriber must pay the amount
S50 he remains always ready to
entertain any friend wishing

or to other districts directly
Habibur Rahman Fanu added

by others. of course at the
of the subscribers hard
. The subscriber
will in get an inflated
bill aftier the month is over
The local telephone de-
partment office reportedly
listen to the sub-
complaint that the

i

calls were recorded
He also said there are
innumerable cases in which
subscribers et regular
monthly bilis lar ge
number of calls their
sets remained totally d for

laT,lunguml:_
n case of written cem-

4

. rict.

plaints to the concerned au-
thority often a subscriber gets
a printed questionnaire by
post. The complainants are
asked to submit the proforma
after filling in. Some of the
questions relate Lo the location
of the set whether in bed room
or Iin the drawing room.
whether there was any func-
tion during the of com-
plaint or whether the sub-
scriber maintains a log book
for stering the calls. Sni
told The Dafty

Another subscriber, Dr Ab-
dul Wahed informed that very

often a t is served
with a set rcévl that bill has
been found t correct of

examined. The subscriber is
asked to pay the bill to avoid
disconnection. On rare occa-
sions a complainant gets a re

vised bill made on the basis of
review of calls during the last
six monthg from the period of
compiaint. This revision is not
done more thah twice in a
vear. Dr Wahed said. A dis-
gusted subscriber said that the
revision is nothing but an eye-
wash in case of a revision. the
bill for the next month is
again irrflated. the subscriber
complained.

Another aggrieved sub-
scriber told this correspon-
dent that during the last five

s he has not less than
taka 40 000 for his domestic
setl as additional amount by way
of overbilling. Now he wants
Ro telephone connection at his
house.

This subscriber is a chief of
a private company of the dis-
He told that telephone
men approached him immedi-
ately after installation of the
set at his resident for a
monthly honorarium and in
return assured him of a fixed
bill per momth ir tive of
the vlume of the calls. They
returnea disgppointed follow-

ing a curt reply from him.
‘Since then | never got peace

with my set. | have meticu-
lously kept the record of calls
butl could never convince the

artment that there is over-
billing." he commentied
painfully.

When contacted a senior
stafl of the local telephone de-
partment (T&T) said that the
question of overbiling could
nol arise as there was no en-
mity between the subscribers
and the staff. N~ ~flicial of the

de‘pa.erent can gain individu-
ally by ...z ¢ extra money
from a subscriber because the
revenue earning is deposited
| pirirlhl Ecm_-rnnmnt treasury,
said In-Charge, Assistant Eng-
neer, Sri Shaha Babu

He said in view of high
demand for new connections
we are guite unable o give
further telephone connections
because higher authority is yet
to allocate any materials

On the other hand, due o
negligence by the higher au-
thority of Telegraph and
Telephone Department chan-
nels of 151,152:161 and 162
are yet to get connection in
the district. Due to absence of
these channel connections

overnment continued to be
prived of huge revenue

About [ive thousand people
are live in foreign countries.
Their relatives are not getting
facility to talk with them even
in emergency cases,

Al least 4.50 rcrore can
be earned by this source as
revenue per year. Besides, few
months back six cardphone
booths were intreduce in two
thanas of the district. But the
booths most of the time re
main out of order. Several time
loeal le of all section de
manded the connection of
151,152,161 and 162 but au
thority could not fulfill the
essential chammel connection
for unknown reasons

and | on April

BIT student's

unique feat

By Staff Correspondent

The first British Council In-
ter-school scierice competition
was held at the council audito-
rium in the city yesterday.

Organised by the British
Council, Dhaka, the competi-
tion was aimed at selecting a
participant for the 38th Lon-
don International Youth
Science Conference to be held
in London in July. The topic
for the event was "environ-
ment.” -

Zayd Almer Khan, an A-level
student of Bangladesh Interna-
tional Tutorial was adjudged
the winner for his speech ti-
tled "Looking beyond the hori-
zon". Almer also works for tHe
sports desk at The Daily Star.

Chief Adviser
attends qul
of Prof Halim

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Habihur Rahman yesterday at-
tended the qulkhwani of late
Prof Fazlul Halim Chowdhury at
the deeeased's Gulshan resi-
dence. Former Vice-Chancellor
of Dhaka University Prof
Chowdhury died of heart at-
tack on Tuesday, reports UNB,

Hunger strike from today
Call to reopen
- L]
textile mills
Workers of Kushtia Textile
Mills at a rally in the city yes-
terday demanded reopening of
the mills and realise their out-
standing salaries immediately,
reports UNB.
Organised by Sramik
Karmachari Union of the mills,
the rally held in front of the
Jatiya Press Cluls, was ad-

dressed by Trade Union
Sangha President Khalilur
Rahman. Abdur Razzaque,

Abdul Bari and Waliuzzaman.

Wali Hossain presided.
Mg¢anwhile. the workers of

the mills observed a two-hour
road blockade programme on
Kushtia-Jhenidah road from 6
am today urging realisation of
their demands, said a press
release here.

They will also observe a to-
ken hunger strike in front of
Jatiya Press Club today. the

release said.

Programmes on 66th

* anniversary of

Ctg Youth Revolt

By Staff Correspondent

The Mastarda Surya Sen
Parishad has taken up elabo-
rale programmes (o comineni-
orate the 66th anniversaries,
18 and 22 respec-
tively. of the Chittagong Youth
Revolt and the Battle of Jalal-
abad under the leadership of
Mastarda against British colo-
nial rule, according to press
releases.

Tributes will be paid to the
Frrat Bengali revolutionary and
1is fellow freedom-fighters in
a ceremony on Jalalabad Hill.
Chittagong April 18.

Essay contests will be held
for students in four categories
on two topics. The topics in-
clude: "Mastarda Surya Sen”.
within 1000 words — for stu-
flents of classes 6 to B (section
‘Ka’) and classes 9 to 10
\section "Kha”). and "Role of
Mastarda Surya Sen in the
anti-British movement”, in
1000 to 1500 words — for in-
termediate students (section
‘Ga’) and university students
(section "Gha™).

Contestants have been re-
quested to submit their entries
by April 18 to Prof Mahfuza

hanam at 82/1 Indira Road,
Dhaka-1215, Tel: 815963 En-
tries nust be written on one
sicde of white paper only

A painting competition with
the theme “My Dream and Lib-
erty” will be organised for
children aged 4 to 15 on the

remises of the Bangladesh
Shishu Academy. Dhaka, at 3
pm on April 19

Urs

The annual Urs of BhiEhSuﬂ
Hazrat Moulana A:n.n%u: 1, a
renowned saint of the sub-
continent, will be held today at
Lohagara Masterbari, Chit-
tagong. a Haqquani Anjuman
press release sajd here, re-
ports BSS

Distinguished Ulemas of the

country will address the Majlis
which will be concluded with

s al pravers for peace, wel-
Iﬁmfmmam of the coun-

try and Muslim Ummah

2 alleged women
smugglers held

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA. Apr 12 @ The

BDR jawtans of 21 rifles battal-

lon, Satkhira arrested two al
]tﬁc& WOInF n smupﬁ]crs from
village Hajipur under Sadar
thana and recovered huge
quantity of Indian banned
medicines from their posses-
sion recently
The atrested smu
Johra Khatun wife of Abul
Bashar of Barandipara under
Jessore town and Razia
Khatun daughter of Hazrat All
of village'Langaljhhatra under
Kalaroa thana in Satkhira dis
trict
BDR

According to local

sources, /the sald women while

going o Aeshabpur under Jes-
SOTE dlnkrlﬂ by hiri a rick
shaw van and reached the
place of @ccurrence, the BDR
jawans dn duty challenged
them athd recovered 92
pieces ol Endian Buprenophine
injaction @nd 2970
Syprohepladine tablets from
thetr poss¢:asions
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Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina addressing the memi}e;:ls.;flt-l-le Banglah

Teachers Association in the city yesterdgy. .

Non-govt teachers |

want salaries
. before Eid

Different teachers' organisa-
tions have urged the caretaker
government to disburse the
government's part of the cur-
rent months' salaries of non-

overnment teachers before

e Eid-ul-Azha allowing them
to celebrate the holy festival.
reports UNB.

In a joint statement yester-
day, the Bangladesh- Federation
of Teachers' Association and
its component bodies also
praised the government deci-
sion to pay the current
month's salaries of the em-
ployees of* government, semi-
government and autonomous
organisations by April 25,

They called for making a
similar special arrangement
for the teachers of private
schools, colleges and
madrashas. saying these teach-
ers mainly depend on govern-
ment allocation.

The signatories to the
statement included BFTA
chairman Sheikh Amanulla,
secretary general Kazi Faruq
Ahmed and Bangladesh College

Teachers' Association presi-
dent AKM Zahirul Islam.

-

Death anniversary

The death anniversary of
Khan, Bahadur Bodi Ahmed
Chowdhury. former MLA will

[-be observed today, reports

BSS.
A milad mahfil will be held
on this occasion after Asar
rayers at his son's residence,
{iouse 10, Road -9B, Uttara.
Relatives, friends and ad-
mirers of late Chowdhury have
been requested to attend the
milad mahfil

..........
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Hasina tells er. teacl;i;rs

AL to remove illiteracy
‘1f voted to power

Awami League President
%htikh Hasina yesterday said,
if*voted to power. her party
will take programmes to erad-
icate illiteracy from the coun-
try within 10 years. reports
UNB.

"We have a clear and con-
crete plan for stamping.out il-
literacy from the society,” she
said while addressing the
leaders of Bangladesh Primary
Teachers' Association at the

' party’'s Dhanmondi office.

President of the Association
Abul Kalam Azad led the dele-
gation,

Hasina said Awami League
believes that development of ¢
the country is not possible
without eradicating illiteracy
and so it always attaches top
priority to education.

"Poverty is the main preb-
lem of cur country.,” she said
adding that the expansion of
education only can free the

‘nation from the curse ' of

poverty.

The Awami League Chief
said the student community of
our country passes their days
idly after examination. It would
be easier and cheaper to erad-
icate {lliteracy by using their
leisure period.

"The past governments took
no effective measure to eradi-
cate illiteracy and expand edu- '
cation ... It was busy in amass-
ing wealth." Hasina said and

. pledged that her Eartj,r will do

every tfliﬂﬂ to rebuilding the
nation. |
Hasina said the Awami

League had established an in-
dependent and sovereign
Bangladesh after a long strug-
gle, If Awami League gets co-
operation of the count en it

will restore the lost dignity of
the nation through economic
emancipation, she added.
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Sampradayik Sampriti Parishad: the parishad

has organised a discussion on “Barring Corhimunal Campaign
in Polls and Regional Cooperation in Development. Venue:

House 1. Road 2, Dhanmondi. Time; 4 pm. ,
Publication ceremony: The Sammilita Nari Sam

has arranged the Fuhlicatinn ceremnony of the book tiﬂeﬁ
1

Yasmin — Biplob

inutar kale ekti roktopater. shironam.

Venue: Nari Grantha Prabartona. Time: 4 pm,

Seminar on Im
The Association for

of Vested Property Act:

nd Reform and Development (ALRD)

has organised a seminar on 'fmpact of Vested Property Act on
Rural Bangladesh'. Venue: BARC auditorium. Time: 10 am."

Rot

!

Club of Dhanmondi: The regular weekt

meeting ol the club will be held. Venue: Sugandha Communi
Centre, 7-13, Satmasjid Road. Dhanmondi. Time: 5:30 pm.

Jatigva Muktijuddha P

be hel

Rotar{eCluh of Ramna: The weekly meeting

held. Venue: 3 Naoratan Colony, Baily Road. The
|

club will

ﬂrtyiﬁprmmnﬁermeewﬂ;l

!
of the

Venue: Jatlya Press Club. Time: S5pm.

meeting will be followed by a dinner.

Rotary

the club will be held. Venme: Sonargaon
Guest speaker: Rtn Dr AMM Khan.

Lions Blood Bank Dhaka: A blood donatio

prggramm: will be held. Venhue: Dhaka Ramna Park. Tim
6:30 am.

f Dh : The weekly meeting .l
Club o aka: ™ éﬁl- Time: 5:15 Pl':

]

|

€TS8 are.

pleces ol

L mosque yesterday

Housewife
commits

suicide
From CHT Correspondent

MATIRANGA (KHAGRACH-
HARI)., Apr 12 A barren
housewife being tyrannized by
her husband and sister-in law
allegedly killed  herself
recently at Polashpur in
Matiranga police station of the
district. police said

Mahima Khatun, 21, was
being persecuted hr her hus-
band and sister-in-law for the
last few ra as she could not
give birth to any child. Mati
ranga thana police quoted the
neighbourers as saying
Mahima was married to Em
dadul Haque ol Polashpur wvil
lage in Maliranga thana of the
district in late December,
1 990

Being unabile to tolerate the
continued and endless outrage
stepped up by the near and
dear ones. impatient Mahima
ended her life E{ drinking poi
RO, RO es sak

L0 persons
convicted
for robbery

From Our Correspondent

MOULVIBAZAR. Apr 12
Ten persons were sentenced

to suffer 10 years nigorous
impnisonment (kh., each on
charge of dacoit

Aman " _a, the additional
district a.d sessions judge of
Hobiganj delivered the judge
ment recently

The court also fined them
Taka 2000 each, n default
suffer Rl for one Jyear more
each

According to prosecution
story, the accused persons had
commitied a boat dacoity on
July 26, 1992 at Kauverkandi
Purba Haor area and looted
cash and goods from the boat
pasaengers. But on hearing hue
and cry of the passengers ol
the boat. from the near
by areas came to the spot and
cau the dacoits. Later police
of Baniachong thana arrested
them,

— Star phofo
(Clash leaves 20
injured, 2
factories
set on fire

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Apr 12 .
Twenty persons received in-
juries in a clash bétween two
rival ups over the issue of
past feud recently in which six
establishments inchuding an
ice cream and one nnna:t factory
were ransacked a set on
lire.

According to police tension
developed between two ups
over the issue of a squa at
near Gaibandha Raillway Sta-

tion . Ited stone at each
other mx E;am and counter

chnsing took place u:ng
deadly weapons. n-
mhcﬂu:dm Eﬁp rnm“::
set them on fire. mm was
later deployéd in the :
Eight persons were arrested.



