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Chief Adviser visits
Sayem, Sufia Kamal

Chie{ Adviser Muhammad
Habibur Rahman vis-
ited former President Justice
Abu Sadat Mohammad Sayem
and Beﬁ.ltmﬁu.ﬂ ';L};I“lq

poet m a i
The Chief Adviser went o
their restdences in the mommn-
ing and
the distinguished personali-
ties, reports UNB.

AL extended
meet Apr 18

An extended meeting of
the Awami will be heid
on April 18 at 10 am at the
Party's central office

Bangabandhu Avenye. All ex-

ecutive committee and

Council membeérs and
Presidentse and General
Secretaries of the district and

thana Awami League and
former parliament members
will attend the meeting, re-
ports LUNB. .

barrel
one LG, bullets and car-
tridges. and 14 bombs. Police

I.Iﬂirru:fndm on
charges illegal
arms and explosives. reports

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG, Apr 12
hw rect;u-ud a l:mﬂelﬂ
body of a young man
night from Nasirabad area of
city. The victim could not
identified immediately

Awami League yesterday
demanded immediate placing
of the defence ministry under
the disposal of the <Chief
Advisor from that of the

President.

"I the defence minist
remains under the disposal of

President it might make the
armed forces controversial.” a
resolution adopted at a meet-
ing of the AL presidium said,

‘It has also raised confusion
among the people about hold-
ing of a free and fair election,”

the resolution inted out.
With Sheikh Hasina in the
chair, the mee . held at her

Dhanmondi residence, was at-
tended by the party's presid-
ium members Sayeda Zohra

CHAITRA 31 1402 BS,
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Adnir Hussain Amu and Dr
Mohammad Selim.

The meeting felt that the
President virtually expressed
his no-confidence in the care-
taker government by keeping
the defence ministry
him. Keeping of the defence
portfolio under the President
is also contrary to parliamen-
tary democracy and later the
spirit of the Constitution, the

resolution said, according to

party press release.

Talking to this correspon-
dent AL presidium member
Tofael Ahmed said, "We dis-
cussed all aspects of the latest
political development in the

"the disposal

under

AL demands at presidium meet
Place defence ministry
under Chief Adviser

By Staff Correspondent

Tajuddin, Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdul Mannan, Qamruzzaman,
Tofael Ahmed. Abdur Razzak,

country. The issue of the de-
fence ministry came up very
prominently in the discussion.”

Tofael said his é:;arty would
continue to demand transfer of
the defence ministry under
of the Chief
Adviser. It is very important
now because the country is
preparing for general '3’:(:-
tions.

The press release also said
that illegal arms were not_he-
ing recovered from across the
country properly and that a
free and fare election would
not be possible without recov-
ery of the arms and arrest of
the arms holders.

The AL urged the caretaker
government to probe why the

See Page 12 Col 1
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Rupali Bank warehouse at

Hatkhola gutted:

) e
R e e

Fire servicemen extinguishing hluu at the Rupali Bank
godown at Hatkhola in the city yesterday
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two Bangla
who were in Britain under a
visitors programme late last

month. British officials also

John Kerby. the

women deve
and family planning and micro-

20 hurt

By Staff Correspondent

At least 20 people including
12 fire service men were in-
jured and a huge stock of
chemicals, motor bikes, bicy-
cles, tyres and tubes of motor
vehicles and other goods were
burnt in a devastating fire at a
warehause of the Rupali Bank
in the city yesterday.

The fire broke out in the
warehouse of the foreign ex
change branch of the bank at
the ground floor of a 7-storey
building at Hatkhola, at around
11:20 am, fire service sources
said.

The adjacent Hatkhola
branch of the bank was also
partially damaged in the fire,
according to an official of the
bank.

More than 30 drums with
different chemicals. around 30
motorbikes, 20 bicycles, a
stock of tyres and fubeg
of different types of motor ve-
hicles and yarn were bumt.
the sources said Bank sources
added that all the goods in the
godown were insured

Some firemen were injured
when the drums exploded in-
side the godown. said an offi-
cial of fire service.

Of the injured firemen
Majibur Rahman and Humayun
were admitted 1o the
Orthopaedic Hospital while
Liakal was taken 1o the PGMR

In serious «omthition The
others were admitied to the
DMCH. he said

The cause of the Are and
Ser Page 12 col B
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Dhaka to remain on priority list

Britain will maintain a sub

stanlial ald programme |in
Bangladesh. focusing on eco
nomic relorms and growth

good governance. poverty alle

| -
spent some time with | viation and human develop

ment, reports UNB

Officials of the Overseas
Development Administration
(ODA) in Londen said that

although Bangladesh's political

unrest remained a cause of
concemn for them, the country
would remain on the priority
list of British bilateral aid.
Al bnefu:& meetings with
s

hi journalists

indicated a shift in their policy

of overseas aid

programme
“There has been some shift
. We are moving away from

ihfraslructurt projects (o the

ojects.” said
A Under-
Secretary for Asia and the
Pacific
In the social sector, he said.
the ODA assistance would be

social sector

forthcoming in the areas like

rural development. education
lopment. health

British aid programme tc
focus on social sectors

credit. But much of the funds.
aboul 25 per cent, are likely to
be channelled Lthrough the
NCrOms

In the Infrasiructure seclor,
ODA will continue to help
some projects in communica
tions. roads and bridges and
gas development

Kerby indicated that Lhe
overall size of British bilateral
assistance to Bangladesh was

Police raid two
DU halls: 3 held

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested three per-
sons including two outsiders
from Salimullah Hall of Dhaka
University during a raid yes
lerday mormning.

The arresied persons are
Tamuzuddin, Pintu Mallick and
Shahidullah Shahidullah was
wanted by police in connection
with a case, a press release of
the Dhaka Metropolitan Police
said

Police also seized a maltor-
cycle abandoned in front of
hall during the raid that

See Page 12 Col 1

expected to remain at the pre-
sént level of nearly 50 million
pound sterling a year

In recent years. he pointed
oul, there had been “a
squeeze” |In British bilateral aid
funds "due to our commitment
lo multilateral windows.”
Britain is also a major donor

through such multilateral
encies like the EC. the
orld Bank and the

Commonwealth

However, at leagt 20 coun
irtes, including Bangladesh
and others in the sub conti-
nent, will be the focus of
British bilateral aid, he said.
pointing out that development
agenda in South Asia moved
satisfactprily than in regions
like sub- an Alrica.

Nearly one-third of British
bilateral aid goes to the coun-
tries in the sub- continent K —
Bangladesh being the second
largest recipient of ODA assis-
Lance.

The British official had also
words of praise for the hard-
WOr and cesilient people
of Bangladesh. the country's
macro-economic reforms and
efiorts to reduce poverty
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NEW DELHI. Apr 12: Prime

Minister PV Narasimha ‘Rao
vowed Friday to win India's

upcoming parliament

polls

and threatened io uce a

nuclear bomb if Paki
veloped one,

de-
AFP

Rao. 74 t his ﬂrﬂ-rﬂn

conference here in four years
that he was confidegt his be-
leaguered Congress (1) party
would get a ma&z:lt}' in the

April-May vote

pite large

scale dissidence and corrup-
tion charges.

He defended his scandal-

marred five years in office and

said his government would
pursue the sweeping free-
market economic reforms he

| started in 1991 if it retained

power.

‘I am thinking in terms of
the Congress getting an abso-
lute majority” in the 545-seat
Lok Sabha. the lower house of

riiament. Rao said after re-
easing the Congress election
manifesto at his party head-
quarters.

1 can think of nothing
eise.” he added. when asked to

comment on pre-
dictions of a hung ameTit.
Rao. looking a little ruffied

as he answered wvolieys of
questions. said opinion polls
which warned of a de-
feat for the Congress. the
country's oldest y. were off
the mark.

You cannot gauge the mind

of the voter in this country ®
he said. "The Indian voter is a
very sensible persons. When |t
comes to brass tracks to vot
ing, he is nobody's fool .”

"We are confident we will

Weapons.
“They (Pakistan) have al-
ready inflicted four wars upon
india." it said. '

“In case Pakistan persists in
the development and deploy-
ment of nuclear weapons, In-
dia will be constrained to re:
view her policy to meet the
threat.”

Rao, who makes it a point

—

By Staff Correspondent

Although the Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami are yet to decide on an
electoral alliance, leaders of
the three parties have already
reached an understanding that
they would set common candi-
dates in the constituencies
from which BNP stalwarts
contests, sources in the par-
ties said.

"We have so far reached an
understanding that:we shall

| set common candidates against

the top ranking BNP leaders in
the forthcoming general elec-
tions.” a leader who usually at-
tends the three party liaison
committee meetings told The
Dai&; Star yesterday.

hen asked whether the
three parties would eventuall
forge a° general electoral al-
liance, the leader. on condi-

See Page 12 Col 3

Try killers of
party workers
. at Ctg : BNP

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) has urged the
caretaker government to ar-
rest the killers of its workers
in Chittagong and take legal
action against them to create
an atmosphere conducive to
holding free and fair polls, re-
ports UNB.

The demand was voiced at a
condolence meeting of the

party, held in front of its cen- .

tral office here yesterday as

part of BNP's 'Mourning Day’

rogramme to protest the
illings.
The meeting. presided over

by BNP Secretary General

| Barrister Salam Talukdar. also

urged the government to take
eftective measures for curbing
terrorism “let loose by Awami
League's armed cadre across

 the country.”

A special prayer was offered
at the meeting for the salvation
Ef the arted souls of those

illed in the port city during a
meeting adé::':ascdy’llzal g%li"
!:hMrpcruPn _Begum aleda
Aptd 9. -

The BNP Secretary General
alleged that confusion has been
created among the people
the neutrality of the
caretaker government as it
failed to take measures against
‘identified’ terrorists and
hoodlums

He reiterated the party's
call to the caretaker govern-
ment not o harass innocent
people in the name of arms
recovery

Talukder said. 'it was the
Awami-Bksalite terrorists' who
had killed our five workers in

Chitt !
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Aamir Sahail .. m-o-m
Pakistan win
desert duel

Sports Reporter

A brillant in s of 105 by
captain Aamir Sohail set the
stage for Pakistan's comfort-
able 38 run victory over tradi-
tional rival india in the open-
ing match of the Pepsi Cup in
Sharjah yesterda

Powered by Sohail's sensi-
ble knock, Pakistan mustered
a combative 271 for 5 in the
50 overs after they were sent
in to bat Indian skipper
Mohammad aruddin

Despite th;: docile ngturr of
the batsmen-favouring Sharjah
pitch, India wilted under the
-gnn«riza:dry of the Mushtaq's
(Saglin and Ahmed) to be all
or 233

Details on page 10

out

to attack Pakistan In most of

his speeches mostly over al-
leged Pakistani suppert for
Muslim militants in Kashmir,
refused to elaborate.

“There is nothing to elabo-
rate.” he said. “"This is a pol-
cy.*

India, which a nu-

clear device in 1974, denies
having nuclear weapons, and
instead accuses its foe Pakistan
of ng a nuclear weapon

Rao dwelt al h on his
government's achievements
over the last five years,
particularly in the economic

l?hrre, and said he was not at
all worried by the many
defections and expulsions from
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14 SC judges' posts vacant,
73542 cases pending

Posts of 14 judges are va®

+cant for about a year while

73.542 cases are pending with
the two divisions of the
Supreme Court (SC), sources
in the 5C said.

The SC is composed of two
divisions — the High Court
(HC) Division, and the
Appellate Division.

A total of 1,934 cases are
anding with the Appellate

ivision where the post of one
judge out of five is vacant. In
the HC division 71.608 cases

. are pending with posts of 13

Jjudges remaining vacant.
he number of pending
cases is increasing rapidly
crealing a huge backlog,
Lau&yers and judges say it will
be difficult to clear the backlog
unless the government fills up
the vacancies immediately and
creates more posts of judges.
The cases include hundreds
of constitutional cases. land

By Morshed Ali Khan

disputes, about 20,000 crimij-
nal matters including deten-
tions and litigations of public
interest, the sources sajcP

There is a pgovernment
sanction for forty judges in the
High Court Division, it was
learnt. Over the last one year
three sitting judges ‘died and
five went into retirement. At
present there are 27 judges in
the HC Division.

According to Article 94 (2)
of the Constitution, the
President appoints the judges.
As per the procedure. the
Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs prepares
thre list of prospective candi-
dates and then the President
decides. But traditionally the
ministry refers it to the Chief
Justice who in turn sends the
list to the President.

Al present the High Court
Diyision is able to dispose of
between 1,000 and 1,500

-

cases a month, the sources
said. The Supreme Court has
104 weekly holidays and about
three months' vacation a year.

"But the problem is that by
the time we clear 1,000 cases,
another 2,000 get stockpiled,”
said an official of the Hi
Court Division. "Now about 1
judges are required to clear
the cases.”

Another official of the SC
requesting aronymity said:
"Hundreds of people are rot-
ting in the jails for years with-
but trial due to this situation in
the SC." The situation in the
lower courts is simply
"horrific." he added.

"There are cases which re-
quire 15-20 minutes' hearing

for disposal but we are unable
to do anything since these
cases do not reach the level to
be heard and the suffering of
the people mount,” the official

See Page 12 Col 3

The new SAARC Secretary
General, Naeem U Hasan. said
in Dhaka yesterday that the re-

gional forum would gear up its
activities specially in the
agreed areas of trade and
economy, reports BSS,

Talking to newsmen at the
Zia Intermational Airport on his
arrival here, on a four day visit
to Bangladesh, the Secretary
General said that the South
Asian Association for regional
Cooperation (SAARC) had en-
tered into an important phase
of its existence,

He said that during his visit
to Bangladesh as the new
Secretary General he would
call on the President and the
Chief Adviser and discuss the
future activities of the forums.
He said that he would also
meet the Foreign Secretary.

» . Bangladesh, he said,

"a very active and key role” in
the formation of SAARC to
promote regional cooperation
among the seven South Asian
couniries.

Director General, - at the
SAARC Desk of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, Humayun
Kamal. Mrs Kamal. Pakistan
High Commissioner. Kamar
Elahi and Mrs Elahi. received
the Secretary General and his
wife at the airport.

Director at the SAARC sec-
retariat, Liquat Ali Chowdhury,
also accompanied the Secre-
tary General.

Asked what would be his

areas of stress as the new sec-
retary general Naeem U Hasan
said the secretariat had to be
reorganised to cope with the
new responsibilities of in-
creased cooperative activities |
being sponsored by the forum.

e also emphasised on in-
creasing the relations between
the SAARC and other regional
bodies and the United Nations.
He said that the SAARC had al-
ready established contacts
with the other regional bodies
as well as the UN.

The secretary general said
that the _South Asian
Preferential Trading
Arrangement (SAPTA) had to
put into effect to gear up eco-
nomic, trade and commercial
relations among the seven
member countries following
their decisions in this regard.
¥ He said fthat -economiic, -
tradeée and commercial rela-
tions would actually be in the
focus of SAARC cooperative ac-
tivities as all the member
countries already agreed to
promote.

The Secretary General said
that in the key area of South
Asian Preferential Trading
Arrangement |(SAPTA) a num-
ber of steps had already been
taken to put the agreement
into effect.

As an example, he said, that
last month thé seven member
countries at an inter-govern-.
mental meeting in Colombo

See Page 12 col 7
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Bearish trend at DSE

i

Share prices dip

By Rafiq Hasan

The share market at the
Dhaka Stock Exchange became
dull again last week when
prices of a number of compa-
nies’ issues declined, bringing
the All Share Price Index
down.

The All Share Price Index
dropped to B12 .94 points at
the closing of business on
T'!'prudny rom 818.93 points
on the previous week's closing

day

On an average, 56 issues

suffered losses daily while 38
gained and 10 remained un-

changed last week.
The market had surged
during the first week of this

month and gained a 22-point
price index rise, as it opened
after long closure last month.

Market operators and share
traders said that prices of
most of the shares went down
because a number of local in-
vestors and some foreigners
were selling their issues fear-
ing that the political sityation
in the country might deterio-
rate again.

Chairman of the DSE I'mtiaz
Hossen, when contacted, said
prices of some shares went up
and some fell because the
market is ‘adjusting. It is
called ‘correction’. not depres-

shon.

The sudden fall of prices
was the result of 'profit taking'
Irends among some short-
lerm investors. he said

Imtiaz Hossen. however,
disagreed Lhat a bearish trend
was prevailing in the DSE be-
cause the turnover of the
bourse — both in volume and
value — was increasing.

"Some foreign investors are
selling out their shares at
much lower prices which af-
fected the market and turned
it bearish”, said the director of
a Jeading security firm

He said due to bullish trend
in the previous week, a large
number of share holders had
come to the market last week
expecting good profit by
selling old shares and this
created a selling pressure at
the market

A member of the DSE said
the coming Eid-ul-Azha might
affect the market as man
shareholders are trying to col-
lect money for the festival.

On Monday last. the All
Share Price Index was shown
as 838 33 points — 27 points
increase — a record jump in
the recent past and some
newspapers had carried spe-

See Page 12 col 8

polls manifesto retains option of N-bombs

his ahead of the ballot
e denied charges of oor-
ruption levelled t him,
but ducked about his
promise to rebuild a lﬁ-ﬂma
tu Hin-
durlrln | m- with
a controversial Hindu holy
man.
hhllhu. who flﬂ.'.;'l daunting
challenge from t ﬂﬁﬂlh:m
and is contesting m two
constituencies this timee, is to

resume his election :unpdﬁn
" Friday in three of India's
siates

AP adds: A bomb exploded
ment bullding next

in a

1o the election office In
Kashmir injuring at least
10 people, said today.

No one Iimmediately
claimed responsibility for the
blast, but police officials said
they cted Muslim ory
ratists have vowed Lo dis-
rupt balloting in Jammu-
Kashmir

The
town,

n at Anant
110 kilometers south o
a state capital, Srinagar,
ripped one of the of
the buliding. officials at the
state police control said. ;
* violence also has
broken out in other areas of
India, where candidates are

rl!lr:g,m;:ﬂlur the parlia-

L invite

men ton, which be-

ﬂ.h.prﬂﬂ?nndhhﬂdun

tl“ days to give secu-
Page 12 Col 8

Indian EC panel's
suggestions on
Bangladesh polls

NEW DELHI, Apr 12: India’'s
election commission on
Thursday made suggestions to
make national polls in
Bangladesh transparent and

end controversies, reports
AFP

Election commissioner G V
G HKrishnamurty said he con-
veyed the panel's suggestions
to Bangladesh high commis-
sioner M Shafi Sami when
the diplomat met him for talks
on holding free elections in
Bangladesh in June.

Bangladesh shbuld also
‘interact” with the seven
member countries of the South
Asian Association for onal
Cooperation (SAARC) in order
lo bring transparency in its
election system. Krishnamurty
tald reporters after meeting
with Sami,

"A group of Indian journal-
ists who are experts in the
coverage of elections should be
to Bangladesh to over-
see the elections there.” the
[JDH cothmiissioner said in his
ist of suggestions.

India's autonomous election
commission has introduced
sweeping reforms in the do-
mestic electoral practices,
ending large scale ballot fraud
and decades of misuse of gov-
ernment resources by ruling
party contestants.

A non-party interim gov-
ernment headed by former
Bangladesh chief justice
Muhammad Habibur man
began to prepare for the par-
liament polls, the third to be
held in Bangladesh, the coun-
'Il'f];’ of 120 million people since
1991.

JCD blamed

Attack on Hasan
Imam, car
damaged

Film artiste and leader of
&Ghatak Dalal Nirmul Com-
mittee Syed Hasan Imam came
under attack some youn
men near the Jativa Press Clu
here yesterday, reports UNB.

Imam's private car was
badly dama as angry ac-
tivists of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD). the student
wing of BNP, allegedly chased
him and hurled brickbats at
his car at about 6:30 pm. He,
however, escaped unhurt.

Talking to re ers at the
Press Club, asan [mam
blamed JCD activists for at-
tempting on his life. "They at-
tempted to kill me,” he said.

mentioned BNP's decla-
ration from its public meeti
in the capital on March 30 an
said on that day JCD leaders
read out a 'black list’' of intel-
lectuals who extended support
to the oust-Khaleda movement
fgr installation of a caretaker
vernment. The list included

S Name’
Narrating the incident,
Imam said he came under at-
tack while through the

Topkhana road to attend a
meeting of Surya Sen Smriti
Parishad at Chittagong Samity
Office. located on a lane of the

road.

He said some Je from a
JCD procession, which was
coming to the Press Club,
cha him th brickbats

rowing
which damaged the rear-win-
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Dacoity at
Dhanmondi
By Staff Correspondent

A gang of five armed men
loot cash and wvaluables
worth over Tk 15 lakh from a
residence at Dhanmandi in the
city in the early hours of

Thursday.

Dhanmandi lice said a
case was | in this con-
nection and one Shamim was
also arrested g

Accor to the owner of
the house, the dacoits de-

camped with 2000 dollar. na-
tional saving certificate worth
Tk 12 lakh, 27 tolas of gold
ornaments. three wrist .
watches and one diamond ring.



