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For the love
of a country

" can't be serious”,
sald Amma with
shock. "It's way too

danger-
ous for you. You're too young.”

"But, anybody above the aﬁe
the

of twelve is allowed to join
mﬂ’,;,r Everybody's joining.”
ho's joining®

your cousins woul
about the Mukti Bahini.
Look at T . He hasn't asked
1o join the army, now has he?

y the uneducated children
are leaving at such a young

age.

"Just because none of my
cousins have joined. shouldn't
limit me from doing what 1
want to do. What's wrong with
showing my love for my coun-

try?”

TR tell you want's wrong,
brother.” 1 thought as | sat
hidden in the h y. You are
Amma's only son. She couldn’t
bear to be separated from you.
and you know that. She's gene

th so much lately; you can
see that from the lines on her
face. Why must you torture her
like this? There are so many
ways to show your love for your

country, aside from fighting
Evcnullough E

| do support the
Joy Bangla campaign. |, along
with many other people, dis-
with the methods used

by the Mukti Bahini.

"Please, Amma. Nothing is
more respected than dying for
the independence of your
country.” pleaded Kamal Bhai.

"No, no, no. | can't bear los-
ing my only son. The tone of
her wvoice signalled that the
conversidtion was over. Told
you so, big brother.

Even though my brother
was not with the Mukti Bahini
in a physical sense, he was
with them in spirit. Everyday.
he swallowed in all the infor-
mation he could find and them
regurgitated it to me. This was
rather convenient because |
didn't have to read the news-
paper for myself -- Kamal Bhai
would téll me evervthing.

by Sadia R Chowdhury

To be continued

None of
evernl dream |

Ta=

1

W

BANGLA CLASSIC

./(Ldﬁ Wama ;5 :-benfure

by Narayan Gangopaddhayn
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; it my nfat
uncle .rtpllcggu, is
original set of teeth for a set of
false ones.

Kebla reluctantly responded,
"So what, all my es have
false teeth. Big deal!”

A-moment later he inquired.
"Why do all uncles go for
false teeth?” -

Hablu had an answer coming
up. But Teni da, who was
C a matchstick, in-
terrupted. (Now Teni da,
our senior friend. had this
obsession with chewing,
and an from rasogol-
las (sweets), to chocolates,
to nuts, to matchsticks
would do. Just as long as he
could chew them).

"What is it that you were 8a
about a set of false teeth?”

he asked.
"Well I was just referring to my

youngest uncle’'s newly ac-
. quired set of false teeth.” I
replied.

"What news to share?" started
Kabla, when Teni da roared
"Stop babbling. What do you
guys know about having a
set of false teeth? My
Mama' (youngest uncle] Ga-
jogovinda Halder, whom the
British Lords call Mr Gajo-
govinda. knows all about
them, although he doesn't
have them with him any
more."

"Why did they come out again_
!II

"They were:taken away,” Teni
da answered. his nose held
high. with a sort of regal

of Mickey
Mouse has crossed over
countless boundaries
his appeal shared by children
and adults alike The larger
than life cartoon character is
one of Wall Disniey's greatesi
iInnovations. a product ol
lHmitless imagination and
creativity
The epicentres of Walt Dis
ney s creations are Disneylarnd
and Floridas Walt Disney
World. and the global appeal ol
his characlers has transcended
the American culture making
a crossover (o Europe and even
Asla . And while most of us can
only dream of ever coming to
contact with ‘a world of such
splendour. this dream became
a reality for a young man who
had the privilege to visit the
place referred to by many as
the 'Dreamland of the Wurf;‘l
The lirst stage of his visil
started ou! wilh a tour of E
cot Centre, the first establish
ment of Disney World a fantasy
exhibition which recreates the
Jurrasic Age of dinosaurs and
other prehistoric life-forms
Pavilions entitled Spaceship
Earth. Wonders of Life. Uni-
verse of Energy and The Land
each displayed it's individual
world of fantasies but none
ﬁu&rpﬁﬁ the pavilon ent
O into Imaginauon
a vast %tioﬂ of theatncs
both entertaining and over-
whelming to the human imag
The World Showcase is an
other exampie of Walt Disney s
amadzri creauvily gmwing on
lookers the chance to expen:

HE Ie;i:.nd

. ence Lthe exolc and varied cul

tures and life-styles of coun:
tries r all the way from
Mexico. China. Morocco  Nor-

way. France and Germany.
right down to the United

Kir#wn.
e second stage of the

tour was a stop at the park en-
titled The Magic Kingdom.
supposedly the best sney

W has to offer: The

. the homeland of the
fab Mickey and Minnie
Mouse is divided into seven
entertainment centres shown
to visitors either by a boat ride

or a journey bus. A Jungle
Cruise at Mr:?:turt l::'ld is an

-opening display of the
culture, &mtntln:

tribal rituals and life-
like animals from ts to
crocodiles, while Pirates of the

Caribbean, as the name -

fies. 1s a meticulously detalled
and rehearsed recreation of

Disneyland also joins the
‘trend’ of combining enter-
tainment with educa o
morrow and for . Was a

technology, ﬂﬂn‘ spectators

the dis@nct of

on a school educational o
The last stop. Fan and

smile on his lips

‘Taken -away! | exclaimed.
‘Why would anyone take
somebodyelse s teeth
away?”’ e )

"Why. ! Il there is a
of course. Try a
who took them. "

"“The person who has none,
obviously.” answered Kebla
after much deliberation.

"As il My 'Kutti Mama' has
teeth large as big as any
liger's."

’ l:nI who lm?l} gﬁlm A
liger. | suppose? u in-
quired sarcastitally.

"Of course. Who else would
they fit. Wait, I'll explain.
But before that Kebla. go
bring me some ‘daalmut”
(roasted pulse).” which he
ate all by himself, as we

. simply stared yearning for
‘some. "You all know my

‘Kuttdi Mama. the one who
works al the tea gardens
and eals as. much as ten
men, and yes. he is the one
who burnt the nose ol a
bear " he explained. We all
agreed simuitaneously that
'his’ endeavours were rather
unforgetiable

You know the Lords almost
forcefully gave him that job
in the tea gardens. He s re-
ally content there. All he
does is eat and sleep. One
day he roasted a wild
rooster for dinner and satl
down to eal it As soon as he
took a bile of the roast. he
found dne of his teoth on
the plate and the others
shaken out of place. Unfor
tunately he bit on a bullet
that was slill inside the
reoster. "Oh! What is this
you had planned for me. |
am nothing without my

guess

He was quiverin

‘Kutti -

‘&d'ihiﬁf' =

Now 'Kutti

"Tigers. ..

It was a

THI%:-“

teeth.” he cried, in pain.

in agony for
three whole days and spent
each day on H\rc pints of
milk and a few dozen gla-
sses of orange juice. How-
ever on the third day the
lords asked him to go to a
dentist. That did the trick,
for the mere mention of the
dentist almost made him
faint. With the help of some
broken English he tried to
voice a veto. But 'nmothing
doing’. The Lords asked for
it and it had to be done. *

"Kulti Mama hates dentists be-

cause of the experience his
Grandpa had. His Grandpa
once visited the dentist,
who himself should have
visited an optician.”

The doctor. instead of work-
ing on his tooth pulled at
Grandpa's nose, despite
protests from him.

Anyway Kutti Mama had to sur- i

render to the directives of
his bosses. Therefore he
went to the dentist with a
broken heart., humming a
religious Ramaprashadi cla-
ssical. The dentist pushed
him into a c¢hair and
without any inquiries. began
digging into his mouth with
his ’'electronic brushes’,
Then he brought out a small
hammer and checked the
strength of the teeth by
hammering them hard. Fi-
najli'l. he deducted. "All your
teeth need replacement.”

And indeed thev did. "Come

back a week later and you'll
¢et back your teeth. the
replacement | mean.” said
the doctor.

The new denture lecked fine

In fact they served his pur-
pose well. except for a
slight problem. Half of what
he ate stuck to them, which
he chewed ,  at leisure.
Things were going smooth
untit one day his bosses

ave him another order. You

now how the British afe —
they just cannot sit idle

"Mr Gajogovinda®™ we want 1o

E:mﬂn a hunting trip. tiger
- g to be cact. and you
are coming with us.”

ama 'is not that
fond of tigers. They are not
deer that you can eat. In-
stead they make you their
dinner 'Kutti Mama hates
to visualise himsell on
someone else s dinner table.
Moreover tigers stink. and
their characters are not
good either.

sir, very bad sir - .. |
not like sir.” he said to the
Lords: But as you know
them they will not take no
for an answer. they carried
‘Kutti mama all fours and
headed for Duarse Jungle.

. dark forest. You
hear the elephants in the
night. tigers growling, the
suckers falling from tree
tops like rain drops. mon:
keys making faces at you,
and of course, without ask:
ing for permission snalch-
your shaving brush.
itemen went into
the jungle to kill a tiger
They insisted on taking
Kutti Mama. But Mama
saved his skin by pretend-
ing to be sick. They left him
in peace.

No sooner had the Whilemen

Left. Kutti jumped up from
his bed., devoured one
dozen bananas. two full size
breads and a jar of guava
jelly. and then went oul to
the bungalow's lawn to read
Mahabharata

He sat down beside a small fall,

the birds twittering there. a
cool breeze blowing and
Mama with a full stomach

was enjoying the mood v
much. Suddenly he hcarﬂ
growl. He looked up and
saw a tiger on the other
side of the fall. Without a
second's thought, Mama

abbed the huge Mahab-

arata, and ran for the
nearest tree. He sal on a
high branch with the book
under his arms.

The tiger leaped towards the
tree and sat under it, wait-
ing for him. At one point, it

rowled in order to scare

im, when suddenly the
book slipped out and fell on
the tiger's head, precisely
on its mouth. The tiger was
knocked out for a few min-
utes, stunned by a 12 kg
book. Then he fled for the
jungle he came from.

Mama, after waiting for a few
minutes to make sure that
it didn't take him again by
surprise., climbed down
from the tree relieved. What
he saw on the ground was
all the '32" teeth of the
tiger. and the book Ivi
beside them. L

When the Lords returned he
produced his achievermnent

__and said, "Tiger teeth!”

The Lords were stunned.

“Where did you find them?”

Kutti Mama pumped his 24
inch chest to 32 inches and
said, "l wanted to the ..
mountain sorry fountain.
Tiger come. I do boxing. |
do boxing. All tooth broke.
Tiger cut down (meaning
tiger cut marlo).”

From then. Kutti Mama be-
came the hero of the hunt-
ing team. The Lords treated
him exclusively during din-
Ter:

On the next day. they tried to
take Kutti for hunting again.
“You gotta go. You are a big
pabvan.”

Kutti argued. "Sir my body
paining from tiger boxing. 1
do rest today.’

The Lords conceded, "Alright,
alright. you stay.”

Today. Kutti mama was careful
not to go out in the lawn.
He sat on an easy chair in
the veranda with his Ma-
habharata.

"Grr. growit” b e ~4

Kutti mama. shocked with.the

abrupt growling, looked be-
ond the netted frame of
is veranda. There it was.
The tiger. It was growling
so pathetically that Kutti
was sympathetic instead.
The tiger opened his mouth
and showed Kutti the sad
state of his gums without
teeth. It was flat like a
desert.

The tiger was now literally cry-

. ing." Growgh... ugh.. oogh...

growgh." as if to say, "You

ave taken all my teeth... |
can't eat now, What am |
gonna do?" *

But Kutti Mama never trusted a
tiger. Even a tiger without a
teeth. He fled to his room
and shut the door. The tiger
sobbed for a while and
walked off to the jungle.

On the next morning, Kutti
Mama was washing his set
of false teeth in front of a
window sinﬁingi "I'd better
die in such a full moon
night...."

He was ignoring the sun light
and thinking about moon
light. It was very natural
that he did not see the
teethless tiger watching
him from a bush near the
window., The tiger was
watching him intently —
how Kutti Mama brought
~ut the set of false teeth
from Lkis mouth and was
brushing them.

When Kutti mama completed

brushing the teeth and was -

about to insert them into
his mouth, the tiger roared.

"Growww... growl.” as if to
say. "I got it."
The tiger jumped into the

room through the window.
"Ti-ti-tiger,.' screamed Kutti
Mama and nearly fainted.
The tiger did nothing much.
He took the false set of
teeth and inserted it into
his mouth. Kutti Mama saw
this with his own eyes. The
set of teeth perfectly fit into
the tiger's mouth. The tiger
then stood in front of the
mirror. saw himself and
laughed, "Gha ghaw ghaw
Elhaw." He gently picked u
ama's toothbrush an
tooth paste and jumped out

of the room through the -

window,
Kutti Mama later described
this act of the tiger as

"Winding away.”

Teni da stop his story here.
He looked at us with con-
tempt. "Therefore boys.

don't try to tell me cheap
stories about false teeth.”

/9 a/w/a géiﬂﬁaéé ,;
\Sjoecia/ Coifnpeﬁﬁo _'

AGE LIMIT : 11-13 yrs
(Class : V-VIII)

TOPIC : LOST AT

N the very day of Pohela Boishakh. you, along with
your parents, arrive at Dhanmondi mela. Your father,
being generous this time, hands you a 100 taka note
and allows you to spend according to your wish, But things
wrong! At one point, you are entangled in a crowd. You jostle
against the crowd and somehow manage to get out of it,
However, when you look around, your parents are out of your
sight! What would you do next? .
BEGIN HERE. Word Limit: 800 words ALTERNATIVELY. to
articipate in this competition, you may sketch a fun-
.1are. DEADLINE : Your article/sketch should reach our office
by April 25, 1996. You may send it by mail, but we Erder
drop it at our Dhanmondi office. THINGS TO REM F»!BEE:J‘:-I
Write your full name, address, class and the name of your
school. and don't forget to mention Rising Stars. -

Qnuri C b
ERE are ten quizes. all regarding Bengali culture, his-
mr}rﬂ geography and Eﬂ ela Boishakh. Crack them.
send your answers right away (by Saturday, 20 April.

1996) and win away the Quiz Club pr?l?ze. % y R

1. In 1994, Bengali New Year's day was held on .... April.

2. What does a bridegroom usu}a;lly wear at his nl:;urnagc
cergmony? g
3. In 1991 who was awarded the 'Swadhinata Dibash
Purashkar' in literature?

4. Who was the first Prime Minister of Bangladesh?

5, The name of the largest lake of the nation is ....

6. Which part of the nation is least densely populated?"

7. Annually which area receives the most raintall?

8. In Bangladesh female-male ratio is: 100 : ... . '

9. Who was the last sovereign Bengali Nawab?

10. [bn Batuta arrived in Bangladesh in ...

Answers for March 1.

Zero

Shawn Micheal
Son of

John Major

Bill Richardson

PENDE PN

11. Leos Angeles —
numbers of the same atoms, but the atoms are (

mw Energy.

Protein
15. Sana
16,

¥. mmm
18. 1981
19. 1944

20. Spanish

Seasons in Our Land
by Paula Aziz

URS is the only country where nature dresses hersell

in six colours: Grishma. Barsha. Sharat, Hemanta,

Sheetl. Basanta. Rare is suich variety and glamour the
year through, in brief this is how nature reveals her beauty {o
us: Boishakh and Jaistha are the summer months. It is the
season of scorching heat. The sun is so hot that sometimes it
becomes impossible to get any work done. You perspire. you
are thirsty most of the times. Ponds and lakes dry up and
many villages suffer much from the scarcity of drinking water.
Cholera breaks out in every place of the country in an
epidemic way. The nor'wester blows sometimes in a terrible
form. Summer is also a season of mangoes. lichis. jack-fruits

and many other tasty fruits.

* Then comes the rainy season which comprises of the
" months of Ashar and Sraban. In this season sky remains
cloudy and it rains throughout the day and night. All the
rivers. tanks. ponds and canals are full of waters. Some-
times the rivers overflow their banks flooding many vil-
lages. Farmers plough their fields and sow acega of paddy. .

It is the season of fishes. Fishermen have plenty of fishes

to catch and there is brisk trade in delicious htlsafish. In
some places malaria‘breaks out towards the end of this

j SEASOT. '

* The cloudy sky clears up at the advent of autumn which is
basically the months. of Bhadra and Ashwin. Nature is
washed and clean; filth and dirt have already been carried
away by the rains. The Hindus have their Durga puja in this
SCAS0n.

* The late autumn or Hemanta is the season of dew. The

- golden paddy in the fields keep the peasants happy and
content. The weather is simply charming because it is
neither too hot nor too cold. | -

* In winter nature seems to be a little dull. Winter is the sea-
son of fog and mists. Dewdrops also fall at night. When the
morming light Pccpa through the mists, they like glit-
lering beads of pearl on the grass and plants. The sky re-
mains cloudiess and blue. It is a season of abundance. The
prices of essential commeodities fall considerably. ‘A great
variety of fish and vegetables are available at a compara-
tively cheap price. A special bonus of the season is juice
from date trees and molasses made of it. Paush and
are the winter months.

"In the cycle of seasons the spring occupies an exalted posi-
tion. It is called the king of all the seasons. It is rich in
colour, beauty. music and fpigrance. With the advent of

same

13
14

spring nature puts on a lively appearance. It is the
spring that offers the largest number of variety in is
and sounds as well. These, make tt

for
my winter days and help [.m:parc for the td&ne pe-
riod of tilling, sowing and ploughing in the months to

come. ol 2 X

SUP‘P'D&_E yorr have become tired of with the
ter ana 18 craving for asbreak and a hours

of good = )n entertainment. Well for that you wont

have to buv . TV anymore. Because American and

' scientists have invented such devices that can

uter and a TV set simultaneously.
manulactured by th!dlp'plt or sation. Japanese

Blood Testina
_shoﬂri time

system.

In the ordinary and system it takes about 12
to 14 hours to the but in this modern it
will take less two hours teo mmn
system is being used by many in the



