DHAKA

Singapore pours
cold water on

SL fans' claim

SINGAPORE, Apr 10: Sin-
's cricket contrelling

WI! 5
gndLhI:- dismissed claims by
Sri an [ans of possible in-
velvement of bookmakers in
their country's defeat to Pak-
istan in the il#er Cup final
here, reports f

."We have absolutely no
knowledge of any Im\rm riety
having taken place.” Joe Srim-
berg. ‘the president of the Sin-
gapore Cricket Association,
was ed as saying by the
straits s daily today.

"All who witnessed the
lournament agreed Lhat we
saw cricket of highest calibre
and cn:m;ctitiv:n:aa and we
are deeply disappointed to
hear of this report.” Grimberg
said in r se to news from
Colombo ol the alleged rigging

. in the Singer Cup triangular
meet. »

Indig was the third team
which participated in the
70,000 US-dollar tournament,
the first majaor cricket compe-
tition that was hosted by

_ ﬂpﬂt: as well as Southeast

A group calling themselves
the Sri Lanka Cricket Lovers
Association had asked Sporis
Minister S B Dissanayake to in-
vestigate Arjuna Ranat and
his teammates’ stunning defeat
to Pakistan on Sanday.

“This is not cricket.” S5ri
Lanka's Observer newspaper

quoted a spokesman for the
group as saying as he charged
that bookmakers had used in-
fluence on cricketers. The pa-
per did not name .the crick-
eters involved.
.~ Sri_Lanka seemed set for
victory but the middle-order
batsmen, including skipper
Ranatﬁa and Aravinda de
Silva, apsed for 172 in 32.5
overs while chasing a modest
_l‘.ar¥l of 215 set by Pakistan.
he reaction of the. local
press and fans to their team
after their Singer Cup debacle
contrasted sharply with the
red carpet welcome afforded
after the World Cup win last
month. ,

There were no cereinonies
and banners welcoming them
back unlike after the World
Cup win ‘when the entire coun-
try erupted in noisy celebra-

Dortmund
* move

BONN, Apr 10: Injury-hit
Borussia Dortmund took over
-at the top of the German First
Division from Bayern Munich
on Tuesday despite an unim-
pressive goalless draw at rele-
gation-threatened Cologne, re-
ports Reuter.

Title holders Dortmund,
missi seven regular first-
ttaﬂa rs, drew level with
rec champions Bayern on

nits and went top thanks to

su r goal difference.

The Bavarians, who had
played one more game than
their Ruhr rivals before Tues-
day. play hosts to St. Pauli on
Wi ;
The most controversial

of a busy night of action
n the Bundesliga. however,
took place al Schalke where
Baver Leverkusen mmanaged a
1-1 draw despite Iplswlnﬂ maost

of the second hall with eighi
men. -
Leverkusen defender

Markus Muench and German
international striker Ul
Kirsten, who put the visitors
ahead in the sixth minute
were both sent off in the 27th
minute. Carsten Ramelov f[ol
lowed in the 63rd minute.
Despite playing with three
men more than their oppo
nents Schalke who are in the

run fer a place in the
UEFA Cup next season. only
managed (o draw level a

minute from the end with 'a
el.l ifremm substitute David

Eutmfh and Kirsten were
sent off after commit their
second bookable offences.
Muench departed after a foul
and Kristen, who is consider-
ing a move Lo Scotland next
season, went ofl for complain-
ing at 35-year-oid reieree Uwe
Kemmiing.

Junior international Rame
lov compieted a rare trio of
sending-offs in the second half
after a professional foul on
Schalke striker Martin Max

1 have been a coach for 30

'
Weah's woes

MTLAN. Apr 10: Player-of-
the-year George Weah said on
Tuesday he feared for his
friends and family in Liberia
and called on the United
States to intervene as factional
fighting raged in his west

ican homeland. reports
Reuter.

"I hope the United States
can intervene as they have
dene elsewhere.” said the AC
Milan striker who is recover-
ing from a broken arm.

Weah, .the 1995 European.

African and world-player-of- -

theigzr said he was worried
by news from his country
and hoped to visit Liberia as
soon as he could.

Prbbably the best-known
Liberian in the world, Weah
11:2
to countrymen and hoped
Liberian newspapers would

print it
'S very hard for me to
work and ghy with what is
hlppcrlng country but |
M.‘!t-szi:ll,:ﬂ? ]
| must wait and have faith.
For the mément | have no
I don't know what is

Sin-
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SHARJAH, Aps 10:

Indian cricket ca-

Mohammad

aruddin faces

' a do-or-die battle
v =4 10 keep the

ob when the three-nation

si Cup opens at this po-
pu{)u'dﬂert venue on Frkr;r
reports AFP, !

There is speculation that
Azharuddin may be stripped of
the ca for the upcoming
tour of England if he fares
badly in the limited-overs
competition also featuring
South Africa and arch-rivals

Pakistan.
The 32-year-old Azharud-

F

din, India's most successful -

captain ever, is the apparent
scapegoat for his team's failure

1o make the World Cup final
up in

- In January the national se-
lectors confirmed Azharuddin
as captain till September. But a
senior Indian cricket official
saic today there was a "distinct

ibility" that heir-apparent

achin Tendulkar may take

over for next month's tour of
Enl?]and if Azharuddin failed to
deliver clurln# the Papsi Cup.

"Yes, a change in captai
ca:;nnthb-c ruled ::l.lt." the nniﬁz-’r
cial. who requested anon :
said. “Azhrﬁl will have tumg
form both with the bat and as
captain in Sharjah if he is to
stay on.” ,

Media reports in India said
the selectors wanted Azhar out
for the Singapore tournament
itself, but were overruled
by the Board of Control for
Cricket in India. -

The Indian team for the 10-
week England tour. which in-
volves three Tests and as many
one-day internationals. will be
named soon after the Sharjah
tourmey ends. /

The beleaguered Indian

.ning

Acid test awaits Azhar

captain, however, received un-

stinted backing from team

Inana Sundeep Patil, the

former World Cup wveteran.
ahead of Friday's opener
against old foes tan. :

"As far as | am concerped

. there is no pressure on Azhar."

Patil said. "He has been ap-
ﬂnntad captain till September,
oreover, he cannot possibly
become a bhad
overnight.
"There was nothi

captain

o

MD,

with Azhar's leadership during
the World Cup or in Singapore
where we beat would champi-
ons Sri Lanka. You can't blame
the captain alone if the team
fares poorly.” Patil said. ¥

But aruddin may not be
able to silence his critics if In--
dia.lose to rejuvenated Pak-
istan, buoyant after their re-
sounding win in Singapore
where they defeated Sri Lanka
in the ’ ;

‘It's ggod to hit the win-
ve again," said Aamir
Sohail, Pakistan's stand-in cap-
tain in the absence of the in-
jured Wasim Akram.

"But we cannot afford to let
our guards down. It is impor-

tant to build gn the victory in

Bimare,’ sald Sohail, who
came back strongly both “J:
the bat and as captain after
tmﬁmuulnivdtfclt against
india. in the World Cup quar-
terfinal at Bangalore. |

Akram, who suffered a side
strain during the World Cup,
will not play here despite be-
ing one of the six players due
lo receive a benefit pursue of
35,000 dollars each from the
Cricketers Benefit Fund Series |
(CBFS), the tournament organ-
isers. .

The other five beneficiaries
are former  Test cricketers
Hemu Adhikari, Chetan
Chauhan and Yash Pal Sharma
from India, and Naismul Ghani
and Shafqat Rana from Pak-
istan.

South African gkipper Han-
sie Cronfe said his team .was
looking forward to making
their first uflienrnm:'c at the
Shnrﬂah cricket stadium,
which on Sunday becomes the
first cricket venue in the
world to hold 100 one-day in-
ternationals,

"We had heard a lot about
Sharjah, but never got a
chance to play here,” Cronje
said. "We are keen to make an
impression in our first outing.”

He said the team had learnt
its lessons from the stunning
World Cup quarterfinal defeat
by the West Indies aftér the
South Africans had won all
their five preliminary league
matches.

"We have done our home
work for this tournament.”
Cronje sald. "Both India and
Pakistan are bound to be
strong in familiar conditions,
but we are well balanced. It
will be a close contest.”

Eack team will play the
other twice in the preliminary. }

league with the top two ad-
on April

1nla'tglllna.:mg to the fin

il el

= ST T

‘former Spanish

a8 ﬂ MADRID, Apr 10:
H.th-rniling Bar-
celona manager
Johan Cruyff has
.reshuffle his
cards by lea

some big names in his attempt
to find a winning hand for
Wednesday’s sh Cup final
against ,Atletico Madrid,
reports Reuter.

The stakes are high — not
just Barcelona's season but also
Cruyff's future at the club duld
hang on the result. ,

A win would set up
Barcelona for a crucial ten-day
period in which they face Bay-
ern Munich in the UEFA Cup
semifinal and meet Atletico
once again in‘'an eagerly-
awaited match that looks likely
1 anish champi-

A defeat could send
Barcelona into a downward
spiral and end Cruyflfs eight
years in charge at the Nou

stadium.
dream of the three ti-
tles is close.” said the ever-op-
timistic Cruyff on Monday.
— who rarely re-
peats a line-up — is betting on
a re-worked side that will

ruyff on slippery slope

reave out some ‘of the most--
established names in the
Barcelona squad.

Out are shaven-headed mid-
fielder Ivan de la Pena, top-
scorer Meho Kodro and fellow
striker Angel Cuellar.

In their place are Cruyffs
son Jordi and a host of younger
players who have come up
through Barcelona's junior
teams.

Cryyff's gamble comes at
the end of a difficult campaign
which began when he was
whistled by fans at the pre-
season team presentation be-
cause of his decision to sell
Hristo Stoichkov to Parma.

Barcelona have missed the
strength up-front of the fiery
Bulgarian international, and
have failed to find the form
that took them to two.Euso
pean Cup finals.

But Cruyff has ridden his
luck and knows that the game
isn't over until all the are

layed —'his side came from

hind to take three consecu-
tive championships in the last
game of the season,

In true Wild West fashion
the Dutchman has more than a
few tricks up his sleeve.

He regularly raises the

stakes by ordering Barcelona's
games to be played before
those of his direct opponents
in the league.

And with the cool hand of a
master in psychological pres-
sure Cruyfl lets slip some well-
timed remarks which many
believe are designed to desta-
bilise his rivals.

On Tuesday Atletico owner
Jesus Gil blamed a "campaign”
designed to disturb his players
for a slump that has seen his
side squander an 11 -point lead
in th:(}‘:pam;h league.

But Atletico no longer hold
all the cards. and are now just
three points ahead ~of

ona.

1 don't "like Barcelona,
thcgrl: hucky,” said Gil.

arcelona were indeed
hucky in their league match in
Atletico's Vicente Calderon
Stadium earlier this season —
they escaped with a 3-1 defeat
from what should have been a
six or seven-nil hiding.

But the tables have turned
since then. and the smart
mo in Spain is now backing
Cru?ﬂtu pull the first of what
cquid be three aces out of the
pack,

AMELIA ISLAND,
Florida, r 108

Tx Con-

chita Martineg of

’ [ 'lht m"
champton,

breezed through her second-
round match at the Bausch and
Lomb. Chnm&lﬂn-hlpn. but

third-seeded lﬁkﬂl Male-

eva of Bulgaria her first-

round encounteY, reports
| Reuter,

The second-r Marti-
nez t 107th-r Andrea
T! of H 6-1, 6-3

Austria's Barbara Schett, the
S58th - ranked m ousted the
eighth-r _ 6-1, 6-
3 in other second-round play.

Real's foursome
out of favour

- MADRID, Apr 10 Sl.rugil.lnf

anish champions ea

adnd sanctioned four of

thleir stars here on Tuesday,
AFP.

Coach Arsenio jas. who
replaced sacked Asgentinian
Jorge Valdano in January, will
not select Chilean striker Ivan
Zamorano. their scorer last
season, 1994 Wo Cup star
Juis Entrigue. veteran de-
fender Manuel Sanctis -and
captain
Michael for the rest of the sea-
SOT).

The Madrid directors be-
Jieve that both Zamorano and
Entrique aren't

immtmhrm
ihtnht_indiad crowd to

Egt must stay clam but it
would be betier if the presi-
dent and the directors did the
same.” said Zamorano.

Howewer. reports s 1
that Real's next coach

Maleeva muffs it again

6-3. 4.6, 6-3 second-round
victery over lellow French-
woman, the 129th ranked
Sarah Pitkowski

Fourth-seeded Chanda Ru-
bin. of the US, the recent Lip-
ton Champilonships finalist.
wWOon a s 6-1. 68-4 second-
round victory over 115th
ranked Catalina Cristea of Ro-
mania,
Schett surprised Maleeva
with her. on court abilities
which resulted in the Bulgar
lan constantly being on the
run. The pressure forced:
Maleeva into making too many
errors, especially in the begin-
ning.

‘It was just a weird match.*

Maleeva said. "I Just shows me

tll:}“l:m l:lt;ll Imh.ln the top
. Every yers that's

me is Lo pﬂ;’::f

their Ililll'ldl. is is what

happens. I'm just to have
to g.hqnmd j ng

heet r to a-5-0 lead

in the first set before Maleeva
held serve in the sixth game.
in all. Schett lost only four
points on serve in the first set.

"1 think it was hard for her
since |'m like 50 or 60 in the

Seeds sfur_nblc
in Indian Open

NEW DELHI, Apr
rth-seeded . Jakob Hlasek of
Switzerland and seventh-see-
ded Johan van Heérek of
B;?um crashed out of the
430,000-deollar Indian n
tennis tournament here ;

reports AFP.
Sandon Stolle of Australia,
ranked 107th on the ATP

computer. defeated the 42nd-
ranked Hlasek 5-7. 6-3. 7-5,
in a second round match on
the Bard courts of New Delhi's
R K Khanna tennis court.
French veteran Jéean-
Philippe Fleurian. ranked

110th tr the world. moved

into the third round with a 6-
1. 6-4 defeat of the 82nd-

Denmark 6-3. 6-4.
Stark ousted the |]19th-

ranked us
first round on

10: Fou-

Norman of

mistakes -

In the second set. service
Breaks in the third and ninth
game gave Schett the win ‘

Martinez needed a quick |
55-minutes to dispatch Tem |
esvari. .

Temesvari only held serve
in the third game of the first
L a8

Al one game aplece In the *
second set, Martinez won the
next three games for a 4-|
lead

‘I think it was a good
match, | felt comfortable on
court and I'm ready for the
next match,” Martinez said |
have to play my best to win It
(Bausch and Lomb title) again.”

Sport

interest in: plag.rt:}&

GLASGOW, Apr 10: Scot- |

land's st clubs” Rangers '
and Celtic were both li on
Tuesday with Juventus skipper
Gianluca Vialli, who is set to
leave the Italian champions in
the summer, reports Reuter.

Vialli, 32 in 3uly,- is ready to.
depart after his contraet ex-
pires and ‘has expressed an
in Britain.
London rivals senal and
Chelsea have also been linked
with the striker, who began
his professional career with
Cremongse in the I980-81.
Seasor. i

Within 90 minutes of
Rangers assistant manager
Archis Knox all but declaring
an interest in the player on
Tuesdag, Celtic manager
Tommy Bruns followed suit.

Knox said: "Every big club

~will be associated with some-
. one like Vialll if he moves and

we are no dilferent. If he is
available and we think he is
good for us here.then we
would be interested." .

Burns confirmed thal
Celtic, like Rangers, had been
contacted by the player's rep-
resentatives and said: "I would
think we would be actively in-
volved in any chase for him.

T think we are going to see
an influx of quality players in
the era after Bosman because
there will be no fees involved.™

Scottish newspaper reports
have =uggested Rangers are
considering a 1.5 million
pounds sterling (2.29 million
dollar) personal package in
salary and bonuses to entice
Vialli to Ibrox.

- If he did move to Rangers.
Vialli- would link-up with
former -Serie A players Paul
Gascoigne and Brian Laudrup,

Legends to make
a comeback
in Euro '96
LONDON. Apr 10: Images of

English soccer legends will
adorn the streets of the eight

nue cities from this week as

the hulld-uﬁ tq the European
Championship r;}inials in_ June
intensifies, reports Reuter

Posters of Sir Stanley
Matthews, Sir Bobby Charlton.
Bobby Moore. Gary Lineker.
Dixie Dean and a player from
an 1880s team will be dis-
played on banners and lamp
posts in London. Manchester,
Birmingham, Sheffield. Not-
tingham. Leeds and Newcastle
— the host cities.

Euro '96 sales and market-
ing manager Jonathan Hill
said: "We believe that it will
help create a carnival atmag-
sphere in each host venue and
help ensure that Euro '96 is a
football party no-one will want
0o miss out on.’

Many of the cities have al-
ready had banners prominently
displayed for some months an-

“nouncing they are hosting the

games.

The tournament starts on
June 8 at Wembley Stadium
and finishes with the final
Lthere on June 30,

OCA satisfied

BANGKOK. Apr 10: The
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).
who had threatened to take
the 1998 Asian Games awa
from Thailand. are happy wit
grcparauﬂna for the event, a

hal government spokesman
said today, reports Reuter.

Thai Prime = Minister
‘Banham Silpa-Archa met OCA
grrsidrnt Sheikh Ahmad Al-
Sabah today. Al-Sabah is in
Thailand to check on prepara-
Uons for the four-yearly Games.

“The OCA president said he
and his accompanying stafl
lave seen a lot of progress in
Thailand's preparatiops for the
Asian Games ' the spokesman
sabd.

Last December the OCA
threatened to look for a new
host because they were not
satisfied - with Thailand's
preparations.
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r pressure from Colugne's Holger

Gaiamyer (L) while Toni Polster looks on during a Bundesliga tie in Cologne on April 9. The -

match ended goalless.

— AFP/UNB phote -
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.

Detriot Pistons' Grant Hill - the ball as Jayson Williams
of New Jersey Nets (on the ground) gets off balance during
,‘ a NBA clash at the Continental Arena in East Rutherford,
New Jersey on April 9. ~ AFP/UNB pheto
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ex-Manchester

Racism irrita

: MILAN, Apr 10:

4 England midfie-
Ider Paul Ince
believes top black
footballers could

- desert [taly unl-

ess the lederation here cracks
the problem of racism, reports

AFP

Ince was the wvictim of
racist chants at Cremonese on
Saturday, and was booked for
responding to the taunts by
applauding minutes later, the
United star
scored his first goal in the
Serie A. '

The 28-year-old told the
[talian press it was time the
federation took action. and
took their lead from the
English FA.

'l remember. what hap-
pened in England seven years -
ago,” he said.

‘It got to the point when
the FA realised the problem of
racism was. becoming really
serious, given that there were
s0 many coloured players in
the championship.

"The FA got tough, when a
fan shouted a racist slogan. he

was banned from the ground.

And because of that. in my last
five years in England. when |
was with Manchester United, |
never had this problem.

'l can understand that for
Italians it's difficult to imagine

somneone beingy kicked owl of

the ground. But in England

there is really good security
inside the stadium. checking
rmplr: as they arrive, as they
eave and using video cameras.”

And if the FA ran tackle the

Issyie ol racism. Ince added: .

“The Italian football federation
ought to do something about it
in the interest of tﬁrir OWTl
game.

'The number of coloured
players in ltalian football is in-
creasing all the time. Next sea-
son. there'll be more, though
not probabiy at Inter

1f things continue like
this. if things get worse, the
top black players, won't come
to Italy. They'll go to countries
where these things doesn't

| flected intoy his

T T TR i  —— e —

can. |

“The Inter fans have been
good to me, they've supported
me even when things were dif-
ficult and made me feel one of
them.

‘But I'd be disappointed if
they said to a black opponent,
like (AC Milan's) Marcel De-
sailly or George Weah, what
the Cremonese fans said to me.

‘1 couldn’t tolerate them
doing thal to someorre who's
got the same colour of skin as
me.

"But last Saturday, I.was
disappointed with_the vellow
card because | didn't under-
stand why. .

, The Cremonese crowd
were insulting me and 1 ap-
plauded just to defuse the situ-
ation. | would have done any
number of things. but 1 just
apphuded,

‘The pgoal | scored soon
afterwards wasn't revenge; I'd
already almost forgotten. I'd
been trving so hard to score
my first goal in the champi-
onship, it was a really wuncﬁ:r
ful feeling and took away some
of the bitterness.~

ince, unlike many top ltal-
1ans, has won himself a reputa-
lion as someone who does not
go in for pla}*—aminﬁ. '

‘I don't like making a scene
on the pitch.” he admitted.
‘T'm a real English foatballer.
not jusit officially, but alsa
mentally. -

"When | gel knocked over.
| get up again straight away. if |
don't want the fans to
think I'm hurt. -

"I.n_here to play football.
not to play on the ground.”

Ince's stay in Italy remains
inn the balance. His contract
with Inter allows him to leave
at the end of the season. if his
family problems' with adapting
to lile in Lombardy prove too
difficult.

“I'iln being sincere when |
say that | love playing here,” he
emphasised. “1 Jlove the
weather, my fans. my club, ev-
erything is okay.”

Litter spokesman  Gino
Franchetti said that hce will
bhe aneeting . soon with club

tes

president Massimo Moratti «te’
discuss the players’ future.

Ince may yet return to Eng-
land. But most people at Inter,
including coach Roy Hodgson
believe that the combative
midfielder. who has.blossomed
in recent months after a tricky
start, will stay. _

Meanwhile, Italy's foothalt
tederation [FIGC) condemnnad
the racist taunts faced by Ince,
but insisted here was no un-
derlying problem. ,

ince was insulted by the
Cremonese crowd after he col-
lided with home goalkeeper

Luigi Turci.

FIGC spokesman Antonello
Valentini said: "I{ was the work
of a small group of imbeciles_ It"
was hateful and we strongly
condemn them for it.

‘Bul this phenomenon is .
really minimal. The vast ma-
fority of Italian f[oothall ‘fans
have nothing to do with these
marginals,

"What | think is more im-
portant "is the fact that three
weeks ago. every player in the
Serie A and Serie B demon-
strated their desire to combat.
racisim,”

. The players had lined up

before the start of every
match. with a shirt bearing a
single letter. so that the tweo
teams made up the message —
'kick out racism.” '
. The mayor of Cremona also
apologised to Ince for racist
abuse directed at him by fans-
of the local team.

Mayor Paolo Bodini said he
had sent a letter to Ince and
the chairman of his Inter club,
Massimo Moratti. expressin
his "sincer® apologies for tHs
despicable rudeness durings
Saturday's Cremonese-Inter.
match” and distancing the cify®
from the incident. ‘-

.1 hope you will not judge
the citv to be other than it re:
ally is on the basis of the rude-
ness and lack of sporting be-
haviour of those few citizens.™
he said.

Bodini said he was per-
sonally dismayed at the lans
behaviour in the city s Zini sta-
divm.

Keegan being realistic

LONDON . Apr 10:

Manager evin

Keegan vowed
L] deflance and ref-
» used to

%:vr up
the ghost, but his
betraved a fatalistic

words .
sense of impending doom, °
reports Reuter

He had just seen his New-
castle side surrender two late

nals to Graham Fenton lo
wand Blackbur a 2-1 victory on
Monday night that all but
ended his team’'s bid for the

 English Premier league title

they seemed to have sewed up
a few weeks ago.

Hits not meant (o be, it's
not meant to be " saidd Keegan
wistfully. "It's looked In the
last few weeks that it 1sn't. but
that s football. you have to take
the disappointment.™

Fenton, a late substitute
who ironically comes from the
Newcastle area ol northeast
England.' broke Tyneside
hearts with the double that
may have clinched the title for
Manchester United.

United beat Coventry 1-0
eatlier in the day and lead
Newcastle by six points havi
Khyed one game more. Unite

ave four games remaining.
Newcastle five,
When David Batty cracked

in a superb left-foot shot

against the club he left barely a -

month ago just 14 minules
from time, only his second
in mgre than three years.
ewcastle seemed to have cut
the gap on Manchester United

to three 8.
Bul with four minutes left,

Fenton, who had come off the
bench for Mike Newell,
thumped in the equaliser
when Alan Shenr:;;‘u shot de
th.
Then, wit mt_ht clock
m minuies, a
Shearer-led attack in fin-
ished with the ball at ‘.
feet, the h!l :n:-uu slotting
home  with real composure to
fl':nd Newcastle their fifth de-

'in eight games.

“When David scored. alter

all that pressure had brought
nething, | tmu to myself
that i was a story. But at

l.htu!d'd”th;d it wasn1 the
Once we

got the goal, |

thought we might go on and
win by two or three. For long
periods we were just kickin
in to dheir goal, yet history will
show a 2-]1 deleat,

“The dressing roomr was
pretty quiet afterwards We'll
continue  to fight though. We
have to believe that United will
slip up somewhere. You never
know. there might be another
twist to help us; stranger
things have happened...”

e title had looked all but

certain when Newcastle were
12 points ahead in January, but

KEVIN. KEEGAN
now Keegan shru and ac-
cepted Newcastle tiny was

no longer in their owm hands.
‘It's changed now,” he con-
ceded. "Before last n

every game it would go down
to woal difference at least and
who could say how that would
go?"

He added: "When we were
well clear | said two things
had to happen lor us to lose it
The first was for us to hit a bad
paich - and we have results-
wise Il nol performance- wise
because the first 45 minutes
Aagainst United (on March 4)
you could en'y dream about
plnﬂﬂng and we played really
well al West Ham and Liver-
pool as well. . :

“The other thing was for
t u: uhu.y“h:ﬂt
run : . you've got

them eredit for that.

t
N “m den't think the final

chapter has been writien :
although | am a realist.

t it was
always a case that Il we won

had plenty of highs and now
weTe sulfering the lows. :

"One thing's for certain. ,

- The players will learn more
from what's happened this
season than they could from
reading all the books about
foothall.” ' .
 But Keegan made it clear
the fowel will not be thrown
ir.

T United lose  at
Southampton on Saturday and
we beal Aston Villa onn Sunday,
It's back to the stalus quo

‘It's been a hell of a seasen
and I know a lot of the country
wanted us to win the title,” he
said.

‘But we won't feel sorry for
ourselves and won't give up
until it is mathematically im-
possible. That's what profes-
sionalism is all about.” .

It's been an .adventure
wiich we thought would go en
forever. but we're still in there
with a chance.

- Germans
with traditi

FREANFURT, Germany.
10: Presidents aof the
fessional German football ¢
on Tuesday decided to ignore
the Bosman ruling and kee
the current transfer system
place till the end of next sea-
son. reporis AFP.

Belginm's Jean-Marc
Bosmian won a ruling In the:
European court in December
allowing players to becomé
free agents to go abraad with-
ot a transfer fee at the end of
their contracts,

The court also judged illegal
the three man limit on foréign
players in the European com-
Iu-ilth‘-na European governi
oy LEFA officially accept
both rulings in March.

Hawever the lack of trans
fer fees would cause many
clubs, particularly the smaller
ones, linancial problems re-
sulting in the First and Second

Division presidents yoting in a

C“DI}HN'UHIM b{ 26 votes 0 10.
I the 1987 /98 season,

ayers ‘will still have transfer
ees al the end of contracts,
but for about hall the usual

price.



