The High Court yesterday
issued! a rule asking tht.:'fov-
ernument to show cause within

10 davs why its arbitrary
power 1o retire any govern-
ment servant on com n of

25 years of service will not be
declared ultra vires of the
Constitution, reports UNB.

A High Cor ¢ Thrisier Gench
issued th role upon a writ
challeneging the Public
Scivants (Retwement) Act of
1974 empowering the gov-
ernment to retire anyone
without showing any cause on
completion of 25 years of ser-
Yice

The writ petition was filed
with the HC Bench comprising
Jostice M Mahmudur Rahman
andd Jwstice KM Hasan by
Boarmster Amirul Islam on be-
half of former director of
Ansars Lt Col (Retd] Harun-ur-
Rashid.

He challenged his compul-
sory retirement on the ground
of public interest withput any
showrause

Meanwhile some forced re-

tired senior government offi-
¢ials have urged the caretaker
government to consider their
plea for reinstatement.

The retired officers in a
meeting here yesterday alleged
that they were forced to go on
retirement as part of the poli-
cisation process of the past
government

College student
electrocuted

From Our Correspondent

BARISAL. Apr 9. A college
student., Mahbuba Khanam
Mukti, 21, was electrocuted
today at her home in Gaoshar
village of Char Baria under
Hotunli Thana.

The accident woccurred
when she was pressing clothes
with an electric iron

She died on the way to
Barisal Medical College
Hospital -

Bomb blast at

"'l- T []
' Tournalism

weptt

By DU Correspondent

Some unidentified miscre-
atiis exploded a bomb near the
office of the Chairman of Jour-
nalism Department of Dhaka
University yesterday at around
1 1.30 in the morning.

I'he- Chairman of the Deé-
partment, Dr AAMS Arefin
Sicddinue, who is also the gen-

eral secretary of the Dhaka
Universily Teachers' Associa-
tion (DUTA) was in his office
during the bomb explosion.
Provesting the incident. the
students of the department
brought out a procession and
hield a rally at the main gate of
the Arts butlding. They de-
manded an investigation into
the moidont and exemplary
ponichpent to the miscreants
i students  will also
1 A memorandum to the
- Chateellor today demand-
inc avrect of the miscreants:
I'NH adds: The Academic
Committee of the department
at an emergency meeting yes-
terday expressed deep con-
cern 2t the bomb attack and
demanded of the authorities to
investigate into the heinous
meident
Besides. <ome 40 senators

<11

nl Dhaka University expressed
concern at the bomb explo-
=1

I a joint statement, Lhey

condemned the incident and
deimanded immediate arrest of
thase responsible for it

lef* DUTA also at an emer-
feney meeting condemned the
incident and « manded exem-
plary punishrnient of the of-
lendders,

Some 385 government offi-

cials.including secretaries,
ambassadors and IGPs., were
forced to retire from their
services during the BNFP
. Ineeting sources said.
Presided over by former
seoretary M Faizullah., the
meeting was attended by.
former inspector general of
police Golam Morshed. former
additional Maniruz-
taman Chowdhury. former
ambassadors Waliur Rahman,
Khalequzzaman Chowdhu
and Mohiuddin Ahmed, an
bankers Kazi Baharul Islam. M
Taheruddin and Taifur
Rahman

3 mug gers

arrested
By DMCH Correspondent

Three muggers were ar-
rested in Dhargnond| residern-
tial area in the city yvesterday
evening.

The arrested were identi
lied as Khokon, 22, Kuddus
25, and Salam. 26. police said

The mobile polHce team
started chasing an auto-rick-
shaw from near the bridge at
Road No 8 at around noon
The passengers got down from
the vehicle when they reached
Road 7 and hurled hand bombs
at police, witnesses said.

Police then caught three
passengers and recovered
cocktails, a razor and a toy pis-
tol from their possession. The
passengers confessed that they
were travelling in the aulto-
rickshaw for mugging. police
added.

15 hurt in city

incidents

By DMCH Caqrrespondent

At least 15 people, includ-
ing a woman, were injured in
separate incidents of violence
in different parts of the city
vesterday.

Cne Babu, 25, and Beauty,
20. were injured when an
unidentified gang attacked
their house in. South’

Kamalapur at around 2 pm.

The miscreants fired sev
eral gun shots and hurled
cocktails during the attack.
The reason behind the attack
could not be known immedi-
utely.

Babu sustained bullet
wounds while Beauty received
bomb injurfes in the attack and
were under treatment at the
Dhaka Medical College Hos-
pital (DMCH). hospital sources
said.

Ir: another incident. at least
five persons were injured dur-
ing an armed clash between
two groups at Matuail under
Demra Thana at around 1:30
pm. The rival groups were

tighting to gain control over a
tempo stand in the area, locals
said. "

Of the injured. one Ahmed,
30. was admitted to the DMCH
with bomb injuries, medical
sources said.

Meanwhile. Pintu, 22, Moji-
bor Rahman, 24, and Nannu
Miah. 45, sustained bomb
injuries in separate clashes in
Shantinagar and Jatrabar areas
in the morning, medical
sources added.

Jalil resigns

From Page 1

Election Commission itself "
Justice Jalil said.

"No political parties or the
government has asked me to
resign. | have done it at my
own will. 1 have been a judge
for a long time and you know
the present structure of the
Election Commission does not
really accommodate me there "
the former Election Commis-
sioner said.

From Page ]
faka .duaring the "so-called”
ion-cooperation movement
against her government by the
oppusition parties that shat-
lered the countrv's. image
1hroad as a sound production
brise
Fotential investors from
Singapore. Korea and Japan
dned away because of the po-
Htical disturbance in the
country, she said. "What are
they who destroved the coun-
try and pushed the economy
bas Kward cnd or foe of
e 5 T ie?! .
=T lurther usked: "Why and
se ifterest they forced
e of the Chittagony port,
sel e Lo the Chittagong rail-
way slalion built at a cost of Tk
12 erore and damaged offices
ol foreign investors, banks and
financial institutions in
Chittagong. Whose ini. st was
behind looting and r: . .sacking
of the Biman office?” |

(iivirg a brief resume of her

goverutuent’'s efforts for the
develupment of theé port city,
the former Prime' Minister
said Chittagong was declared
the comme: ‘ial capttal of the
conmntry and necessary steps
were taken to implement fit.
Also, she sald, the airport in
the city has been upgralgi as
an international one, founda-
tionn stone of the World Trade

Centre laid. the country's sec-

nnd' stwk exchange estab-
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- verts were built,
highways constructed. rural

Chittagong

lished. new EPZ created and
the stadium renovated and ex-
panded.

Listing the development
aclivities during the five-year
rule ol her government, Begum
Zia said BNP has put the coun-
try on the track of develop-
ment after "rescuing it from
the debris of the autocracy.”
Hundreds of bridges and cul-
roads and

areas brought under electrifi-
cation, schools and cyclone
shelters constructed in last
five years, she said.

“The development activities
duﬂrég last five years surpassed
the development of previous
20 ::ars."gegum Zia said,

resid over by party's
Joint Secretary General
Abdullah Al-Noman. the meet-
ing was also addressed BNP
leaders Prof Badruddoza Chow-
dhury, Oil Ahmad, Dr Khan-
daker Mosharraf Hossain, Bar-
rister Rafiqul Islam Mia, Chow-
dhury Tanveer Ahmed Siddi-
g:u* Jahan Ara Begum, A M
hiruddin Khan. L K Siddiqui,
M Morshed Khan, Mirza Abbas,
Amanullah Aman, Kamruz-
zaman Ratan, Khairul Kabir
Khokan, Syed Wahidul Alam,
Syed Najibul Bashar Maifbh-
andari, Begum Rosy Kabir,
Zafrul Islam Chowdhury. Sar-
war Jamal Nizagn, MA Hannan,
Nizamur Rahman, AM Nizam-
uddin and Tareq Rahman.
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Chief Justice ATM Afzal administering the oath of office -t.r;(?hjf_E_!ect.inn [;nﬁmnlm
Mohammad Abu Hena at his Supreme Court chamber yesterday.

CEC takes oath

From Papge )

tarily agreed upon by everyene
to achieve a proper implemen-
tation”

Life sketch

Abu Hena was born on April
10. 1937 at Bahadurpur village
under Pangsha thana of Rajbari
district. He passed his Masters
in Englis from Dhaka
University in 1959 and joined
the civil service in 1963 He
was the S5D0O. Munshigan] in
1966 and ADC., Dhaka Irom
1967 to 1968 In 1970 he be
came Depuly Secretary in the
Ministry of Home Affairs

Abu Hena was Districl
Commissioner of Khulna in
1972 and Joint Secretary in
the Ministry ol Defense Irom

1973 to 1974 He Dbecame
Divisional Commissioner of
Khulna in 1979, Joint

Secretary, Ministry of Home
on 1981, Additional Secretary,
ERD in 1986 and Secrelary,
Ministry of Civil Aviation in
1987 He was also secrelary
LGRD ministry in 1988

Abu Hena was made
Bangladesh Ambassador to
Japan in 199! and 1o the
Philippines in 1993 He was
Secretary in_the Ministry of
Jute in 1994 and in the
Ministry of Fisheries and
Livestock in 1995, Hena cony

pleted his two-vear contract
service as Planning Com-
mission member on Monday

3-party, BNP
welcome
Abu Hena

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami in a joint
meeting Monday night wel-
comed the caretaker govern-
ment s steps to reprganise the
Election Commission.

Talking to this correspon-
dent after the meeting. Jativa
Party secretary general Anwar
Hussain Manju said the meet-
Ing expressed 11s pleasure that
the EC was restructured with
the appointments ol a new
Chief Election Commissioner
and a 5ecretary for the EC
Secretariat '

The meeting, held at the
residence of Abdus Samad
Azad. was attended by AL lead-
ers Samad Azad. Tofael Ahmed
and Mozaftar Hussain Paltu, JP
leaders Moudud Ahmed, Kazi
Zafar Ahmed and Anwar Hus-
sain Manju and Jamaat leaders
Ali Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid.
Sheikh Ansar Ali and Qua-
IMAanizzamarnn.

According to Manju, the
meeling also urged the care-
taker government to bring
changes in the administration
where appointments were
made on political considera-
tions over the last five years.

Asked about any possibility
of an electoral alliance among
the three parties, the JP sec-
retary general said. "At this
moment we are not thinking
in that line. But, 1 don't want
to comment on what might
happen in the future”

BSS adds: The Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNPF) has
also welcomed the appoint-
ment of Abu Hena as the Chief
Election Commissioner.

In a statement, BNP secre-
tary general Abdus Salam
Talukdar expressed the hope
that under the able supervision
of Hena, Lthe seventh general

elections would be held as

soon as possible. He assured
allout cooperation of his party
to the new Chief Election
Commissioner in conducting
the upcoming elections.

Grameen Bank
DGM stabbed

By Staff Correspondent

A deputy general manager
(DGM) of Grameen Bank,
Masud lsa, 38, was seriously
injured when an armed gang
stabbed him at Mirpur
Section-1 yesterday mo .

Masud was shifted to the
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of
the Dhaka Medical College

Hospital (DMCH) last night. .

His condition was said to be’
critical, medical sources said.
The DGM, residing at Darus
Salam road, Mirpur -1,
was attacked near Bangla

College when h
lieg >ien e was jogging at

The misereants assaulted
him and stabbed him indis-
criminately.

Two persons — Sheikh
Abdul Mannan, 28, and Sha-
fiqul, 20 — were arrested in
this connection, police said.
Two cases have been filed with

Mirpur thana.

| 1INB
l Such a system can ensure
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— Star photo

L4
A three-day meeting of the
Dhaka-based SAARC icul.
tural Information entre
| [SAIC) began yesterday with a

information system. reports

effective promotion of cooper
ation In the field of agricultural
information among the SAARC
member countries. Director of
the SAIC Dr M Zahangir Kabir
told its 10th governing board
meeting at the SAIC confer
ence room in Dhaka.

gddrrﬁsed among others. by
SAIC governing board Chair.
man Dr Mangla Rai and Execu
Uve Chairman of Bangladesh

ricultural Research Council
(BARC) Dr M Sujaet Ullah
Chowdhury

The SAIC Director empha
sised the need for sharing a
common Apro Ecologioal Svs

UAE okays $68m

ABL! DHABI. Apr 9;: A fund
sc! up by the United Arab
Enirates (UAE) four years ago

has approved a 1996 budget of
250 millton dirhams [68 1]
million dollars). local newspa-

AFF.

board meeting on Sunday and
around |50 million dirhams
(408 million dollars) had been
received. they said,

The finance and indusiry
ministry has handed US 150
million dirhams as a first 1n
stalment ol the 1996 budget.”
its director. Jamal al-Bah said

The funds capital i1s fi-
nanced through the UAE s fed-
eral budget in line with a deci-
ston by President Sheikh
Zayed ibn Sultan al-Nahayan.
who ordered the creation of
the institution to help local
men meet soaring wedding
costs,

The fund axtends a grant of
70.000 (19.000 dollars) for a
would-be bridegroom
he is a bachelor and marries a
compatriot woman.,

It followed complaints by
men about high dowries. the
money paid by bridegrooms to
the bride's family under
Islamic Jaw. Dowries -in the
UAE and other Gulf oil pro-

ducers could reach up to
100,000 dollars.
Strong demand has

prompted the fund to twice
increase its capital from BO
million dirhams (22 million
dollars).

By the end of 1995, the
fund's grants have totalled 750
million dirhams (204 .3 million
dollars), bcntﬁmndg nearly
10.000 men, Bah said.

- Govt wants to stabilise

From Page 1 -

crowding out effect on the pri-
vate seclor,

The Adviser, In response,
said that in revising the ADP.
priorities would be recast to
economise scare resources to
improve quality of project im-
plementation and the same
time also to emphasise pro-
jects which improved em-
ployment situation
poor.,

Government officials
formed the meetin
scrutiny of the ADP had alread
started and all projects an

“components of projects would
be reviewed to make it prag-
matic.

The priority of the care-
taker government is improving
the law and order and holding
a free and fair election. But at
the same time, the economy
has to be placed on a 'right
footing’ for stability of the next
government, FProf Mahmud
safd.

US Ambassador David N
Merrill said special attention
should be given to the banking

in-
that

sector to avoid further deterio-

ration of fiscal discipline.

He allegorically highlighted
the task of the caretaker gov-
ernment. He said there are to
types of tenants - one which
leaves the house in an untidy
condition while the other t
leaves it cl and shining. He
hoped that the caretaker gov-
ernment will be like the sec-
ond type of tenants.

The Japanese Ambasgador
assured resumption of the

call for a regional agricultural

The inaugural function was

to encourage local marriages °

pers said on Monday. reports

The sum was agpr{wﬂi at a

provided .

3-day SAIC meet
begins in city

tem and Socio FEconomic Envi
ronment for sustainable devel.
opment ol agriculture

It is the strength of infor
mation that will help promote

agricultural production. he
sadd]

Dr Mangla Ral stressed the
need f[or ective dissemina

tidn of agricultural information
among the SAARC member
countries for sustainable agri-
cultural development

The SAIC meet |8 expected
to estimate the budget fg:rﬂl
cal 1996-97 and matters relat

ing to functioning and admin-
istration of the SAIC

Representatives from
Bhutan, India. Nepal, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka. host country
Bangladesh and SAARC Secre-
lariat are participating In the
meeting.

Huge arms seized
In a week 1n city

By Staft Correspondent
FPolice seized huge arms and

ammunition {n 1ts special arms
recovery drive in the city dur-
ing the first week of this
mwonth

Thirty-six cases under the
Arms and Explosive Act were
also filed against 90 people,
police said

The recovered fire arms
include 161 cocktails, 768
rounds of bullets. sawed-off ri-
fles. 11 revolvers, pistols,
pipeguns and sharp instru-
ments like daggers. maschetes
and bayonets. :

Meanwhile, five persons,
including a woman, were ar-
rested and arms and ammuni-
tion recovered during raids in
different parts of the city yes-
terday.

Detective Branch police
during a raid in a house at
Karatitola in the ¢ld part of the
city arrested one Alroza Be-
um mother of a terrorist

orsalin.

Afroza was arrested on
charge of possessing 48
rounds of bullets, police said
Morsalin, who was involved in

terrorism in Syedabad and
Swamibagh areas, however,
escaped.

Lalbagh police arrested four
persons and recovered one cut

rifle. one pipegun and some
bullets during raids in Shahid-
nagar and Killar Mor areas
early yesterday.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Murad, 30, Pagla Mozi-
bor, 28, Hemayet Hossain, 19,
and Alamgir, 22, police said.

Urs of Shahjalal
ends in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET Apr 9: The annual
Urs of Hajrat Shahjalal (RA)
ended here early today with
thousands of devotees from
across the country participat-
ing in the Akhert Munajat.

for the

Japanese consultative mis-
sion’'s visit to Bangladesh
which was cancelled earlier.
UNDP representative Eimi
Watanabe said the human di-
mension in social sector was
badly affected because of the
political stand-off. She men-
tioned that the children had
only five days of classes in the

* last three months.

Prof Mahmud told the
meeting that speg¢ial measures
were being taken for sectors
like garments and export to
mitigate their damage due to
political impasse.

Givipg an assessment of the
food situation, the Adviser said
it is not as bad as predicted
before and the country may
reach its food production
target. Food® production, stock
and distribution are being
monito closely, he added.

He hoped that the donors
would consider continued food
assistance to Bangladesh.

The donors’' representative
felt that the line ministries
should be delegated more fi-

- nancial and administrative au- "

thority for their improved per-
formance. ®
Ambassadors and high
commissioners of USA, UK,
Japan, France. Canada and
Sweden, Denmark. the
Netherlands, Italy, and mission
chiefs of the European
Commission, the WB, B.
IMF. UNDP. Unicef and FAO
attended the meetin
Members of
Commission and secretaries
concerned were present.

%Innnlng A

Police yet to nab

terrorists from

Saidabad terminal
Star Report

Police failed to arrest the

persons involved in terrorist
activities centering around

| establishing supremacy over

the Saidabad bus terminal. ac-
cording to bus operators and
witnesses at the terminal yes-
terday.

Expressing concern. a bus
operator said, “the lice
could wipe out the criminals if
t wanted so.”

e bus owners claimed
that those who have been ar-
resied are innocent transport
workers.

Soon after the resignation

of the BNFP government

Saidabad and few other termi--

npals in the city became the
boiling pot as the rival groups
backed by various political
parties engaged in gun battles
to overthrow the BNP backed
unions from the city bus ter-

. rminals.

A lull prevailed over the
Saidabad bus terminal yester-

day
Prof Fazlul
Halim Chy
dead

By DU Correspondent

Prolessor Fazlul Halim
Chowdhury, a former vice
chancellor of Dhaka Universit
(1976-83) died of heart attac
yesterday morning at his Gul
shan residence. He waa 66

— -
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The untversity will remain
closed today as a mark of re-
spect to the lormer VO

The Namaz e-Janaja of the
late Prol Chowdhury will be

held the Dhaka University
central mosque  after Asr
[H’i:l}"tfrﬁ tomorrow. ke will be
mirted at Banani graveyard

after the arrival of two of his

daughters from abroad.
He left behind his mother,

wile, one son, three daughters

and a host of relations and well

wishers to mourn his death.
Born

Comilla, in 1930, Prof Chowd-

hury obtained his BSc and MSc

in Chemistry from
in 1950 and

degrees
Dhaka Universit

1951 respectively. He secured

first position in both the exam-
inations. He obtained PhD de-

gree from Manchester Univer-

sity. UK in 1956 and received

the Exhibition Scholarship in

1953 ~

Prof Chowdhury joined the |

Chemistry Department of
Dhaka University as a lecturer
i1 1952 just after obtaining his
M5c degree. In 1958 he joined
the Chemistry Department of
Rajshahi University as a
Reader.

Prior to joining Dhaka Uni-
versity as the Vice Chancellor
in 1976, Prof Chowdhury had
served as the Chairman of the
Chtmistrz Department and
Dean of the Faculty of Science
of Rajshahi University. He
served as the VC of DU for
severl years until March 20,
1983.

The qulkhwam of Prof Fa-
zlul Halim Chowdhury will be
held on Friday at his 13/5 Gul-

shan residence after Asr
prayers.
Meanwhile, President Ab-

1 dur Rahman Biswas. Chief Ad-

viser Muhammad Habibur
Rahman, Adviser for Mineral
Resources and Water Re-
aoarees Dr Jamilur Reza
Chnwdhurg. Awami League
President Sheikh Hasina. Vice
Chancellor of DU Prof Emajud-
din Ahmed have expressed
deepg shock at the death of
Prof Chowdhury,

Chief Adviser Md Habibur
Rahman visited the Gulshan
residence of the late Prof Fa-
zlul Halim Chowdhury to pay
his last respect to the distin:
guished educationist

The chief adviser stayed
there for some time. talked to
the family members and con-

veyed his deep s ath
hars: = P sympathy to

EU may partially
lift ban on UK
beef products

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Apr 9:
European Union U) wveteri-
nary experts will meet tomor-
row to consider a partial lifting
of the worldwide ban on
British beef products, possibl
by allowing exports of beef-
derived gelatin, re s AP.

The EU imposed the ban
March 27 as fear grew that
humans could contract a
deadly illness related to mad
cow disease — a brain-wastin
cattle ailment that has ravage
herds in Britain.

Britain claims there is no
human health risk from eatin
beef and reacted angrily las
week when the EU refused to
lift the rt ban.

EU f sman Gerry
Kiely said Tuesday the veteri.
nary committee, which first
recommended the ban, would
consider lifting the export re-
strictions 6n some "individual
products.”

He said the most likely

would be ﬁnlini which is
made from boili down anij-
mal bones and s and is

used in jellies, glues, cosmet-
ics and other products,
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mlhmgzmmpkhlt&dh
-mmmmunmm‘mmm

Colommbian rebels entered its second and final
., authorities said. Defence Minister Juan Carlos

From Page |
orders and make shipment in
the shortest possible time
when orders are placed. This
can effectively reduce the lead
time’ for us "

The lead time. calculated
from placing of order to ship-
ment of garments. is now seen
as a vital issue to retain com-
petitive edge as buvers are now
reluctant to bear interests on
120-day back to back LC.

"But until the Ba h
Bank reimburses the fund to
the banks, we are charged

usually between 12 and 14 per
cent interests.” said Taher “As
an emrrgé case now. the
rate showu n;-lvsn be reduced to
Libor plus one per cent.”

“The Indians because of
their backward linkage and di

rect marketing policy are

nﬁcnlng LCs just before their
s

ipment of apparels. "™ said
Anisur Rahman Sinha Chair-
man of Opex Garments. "EDF
can do 1 for us. But the real
answer would be to develop

| backward linkage and direct
marketing -

‘We now have to keep the
factories open for at least upto
July because now is the time
for placing of orders.” said M
Anwarul Azim another leading

SC Bar Assoc
- team meets
Chief Adviser

A 14-member

tion of

armenils factory owner. “The
ruyers are keeping watch on
our business situation If they
find us sick. cripphng or

in Chouddagram,

clashes had taken

retary
Secretariat. refused
ment on the issue when con-
tacted over the phone yester-

Clomed. they would not dare to
place orders with Bangladesh
Many factories are now
looking lor sub contract from
the bigger units
Garments owners who have
enough goodwill in the inter-

- New CEC meets

President
wvew Chiel Election Comin
| Assioner [ EC) Mohaimmad
- Abu Hena called on President
- Abdur Rahman Biswas at
| Hangabhaban esterday
tvening. reports HSS '

He was aumn’panltd by the
new Secretary of the Election
Commission Secretariat

Mohammad Fatzur Razzaque.

Talking to them, President
Biswas underscored the need
for niaking all efforts for hold-
g the forthcoming general
elections in a free and [fair

mander to fulfil the national
asprations.

He also wished them all
success in the task ahead for
the Election Comnssion.

JP saggestion

From Page |
porters in the district level
civil and police administration
be removed from their present
postin® for an effective drive
against illegal arms and terror-
ism

The delegation demanded
an enquiry into the allegation
of corruption and abuse of
power against the former
prime minister, ministers,
MPs and their relatives and as-
sociates.

It hoped that the caretaker
government would be sincere
in creating an atmosphere for
a free and fair election which
should be freed form the influ-

| ence of blackmoney.

Moudud Ahmed. Kazi Zafar

Ahmed, Anwar Hossain Manju.

Col [Rtd) Abdul Malek, Abdul
Hasnat and Col (Rtd] Zafar
Imam were among the delega-
tion members.

4 killed
Prom Page 1 .

meeting was over and agitafors
altacked an auto-rickshaw and
sel it ablaze,

Pelice said some activists

were picked up from different
Hlacts. including one with a ri-
0

Witnesses said sporadic
place after
the end of the meeting.
Situation at the entire port
city became lense and traffic
movement was almost thin in
the city roads. At some places
police patrol were seen while
people were moving home for

~ safety.

eanwhile, BNP leader Ab-
dullah Al Noman urged the po-
lice to arrest those involved in
the killing within the next 48
hours. .
Otherwise, he threatened to
take counter measures against
the terrorists. Noman made
the announcernent from the
BNFP meeting.

MPs of 6th JS

From Page |
liament "

However, the residents no
longer have telephones at their
disposal as the PABX lines have
been disconnected at both the
hostels.

A number of MPs of the 5th

JS. which was dissolved on

November 24. 1995 and some

of the then opposition MPs
! who had resi
ber 28,
stay in the MP hostels till early
March of this years. according
to the sources.

ed on Decem-

1994, continued to

Meanwhile, the Joint Sec-
ladministration). JS
o com-

It may be mentioned here

that ministers vacated their of
ficial residences immediately

following the dissolution of the

6th JS

the Supreme Court Bar Aseo-
clation executive committee
called on Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman at
his office yesterday afternoon,
reports UI{E.

The delegation. led by asso-
clation president Barrister
Shawkat Al Khan, atu-

lated Habibur Rahman on his

aAssum n of the office of the
Chief ser of the caretaker
government.

Adviser for Law, Jnﬁ:: and
Parlamentary Affairs
Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed and three

lormer presidents of the asso-
ciation — Khandaker Mahbub

Uddin Ahmed, Kazi Golam
Mahbub and M Haflzullah —
were present during the
meeting.

Champa murder
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six people including her
brothers-in-law, sister-in-law
and the husband of her sister-
in-law. =

The Sessions J Barisal
foung lemddln% and
Zahurul Alam Kamal, both
brothers-in-law, and Zillur
Rahman, husband of the sister-
in-law, guilty under Seotion
302 /34 of the Penal Code and
convicted them for life impris-
onment. The trial court also
found them guilty under
Section 201/34 of the Penal
Code and sentenced them for
Lthree years rigorous f 8-
onment and find them Tk
5000 each in default sen-
tenced further six months rig-
orous imprisonment.

The conwvicis c the
judgement and order of con-
viction and filed criminal ap-
peals before the HC.

The HC observed that the
prosecution could not prove
who, when and why murdered
the victim i.e. the prosecution
could not prove their case be-
yond reasonable doubts and
the accuseds are entitled to
benefit of doubt.

Senior Advocate Sirajul
Huq, "Abdul Malik and
Khandker Mahbub Hossain
moved for the convicts. :

Deputy Attorney General
AFM Shahid and Assistant &
Attorney General Syed Abu
Kawsar represented the state.

-Hasina
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ration of the le.

“The history of the BNP
overnment is the history of
lling, torture, corruption and

politicisation.” she said calling
upon the people to take re-
venge against its misrule
through ballots.

The Awami League chief
said the people have snatched
the Vvictory of the movement
for establishing their rights to
vote and food and will also
succeed in making nation
self-reliant.

She alleged that the armed
terrorists of BNFP were threat-
ening those officials who were
with the people during the last
movement and warned that
the threats would not be tol-
erated any maore,

"“Was it a crime to stand by
the side the people instead of
sup ng a vote-dacoil gov-
ernment?” she gquestioned
while demanding punishment
of the "armed hoodlums.”

The Awami chief re-
iterated the demand for an ef-
fective arms recovery drive
and arrest of all illegal arms
holders for a free and fair

election.

The meeting, sided owver
by city AL president Advocate
Monjurul Imam, was- ad-
dressed, by among others,

y leaders Salauddin Yusuf,
Amir Hossain Amu, Teofael

Ahmed, Harun-or-Rashid,
Obaidul Kader, Shamsur Rah-
man Mia, Alhaj Mizanur Rah-
man Mizan and Mostala
Rashidee.

Earlier, Hasina was greeted
by party leaders and workers
when s arrived at the Jes-
sore airport dt about 8 15 am
by a Biman flight. On her way
io Khulna, she addressed
roadside meetings at Asundia
Bazar Noapara and FPultama.

Hasina will returnm te the
capital tomorrow (Wednesday).



