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The articles, or "posts” (to use Internet parlance) published in this page come from the Bangladesh T
Internet news group called "soc.culture.bangladesh,” or SCB. In this newsgroup, Internet users from around
the world, mostly Bangalees, discuss issues relevant to Bangladesh. In "Live from the Internet” the Daily Star
reprints these posts verbatim (complete with English language errors) — just as ﬂuymldnppmrunyour
m:puurm mmmmmmmmmmmmmm

Shadhinata Dibash discussion Anosmamac

APRIL Che Lhnig Star 5

DHAKA WEDNEGDAY,

What weeed afte Pople’ Trumph

pray, someone with a heart of Fazlul Hagq, character
nfGen. Osmani, intelligence of Dr. Yunus and
Mofﬂham(pmrm:ﬁumnﬁe}w:ﬂm
up from heaven to save us.

EEMLL

Shaheen Sayeed involve in active politics so 'V-IEW FOR
shaheen®ampere. tamu.edu that we take the responsibility
USA: in leading the nation instead of

What we need is to: . lamenting the inferno done by

Work, Work and Work for
the betterment of our poor
people. Give them the motiva-
tions and, opportunity for
building the nation instead of

burning [which all parties did
for last few decades).

Well, who will ring the
bell? | guess. We all have to

ysi88286@jetson.uh.edu,ysi882
86@bayou uh edu
USA:’

1 "Can't ' go back to
Bangladesh”, thats what every-
one says. "because theres
nothing you can absohitely do
{there. It's a menacing country
and it will be like this for
another God knows how many
years. Thats how our new gen-
erntinns an‘: bcing pro-

IYa.slr Simon Islam

me
same onomatopoeias.
have brothers or sisters in your
house, how many times do you
hear them saying that they
can't live in Dhaka anymore.
for it has become a frustatingly
boring and risky place to stay.
Its not out of this world, but I
was here in the States in the
same way. | wanted to study at
Phaka University, that would
save my country lots of foreign
exchange, and secondly I could
help improve the soctal poli-
tics. But to no avail my dreams
lay somewhere in the horizons
of Dhaka.

I do believe that this is a
better place to study, but do
“4you think that you can really go
back after studying here for
several years....] think NOI!!
The problem arises here,
| we have this tendency of blam-
ing everything on fate and
sake. As countries like Canada
are taking away lot of our edu-

Sohail Hasnie

Reggen®uicne!. net.au
Melbowne AUSTARLIA:

We all have had our higher
| studies at the cost of the Gov-
ernment and it is-very unlikely
that most of us will go back to
Bangladesh permanently. This
is my assumption.

| have seen the scb gets
| floeded with articles on reli-
gion and politics which | be-
{ lieve, creates more problems
and conflicts than it can re-
solve.

| am working on a proposal
and comments from you. This
is a proposal to help the
Bangladeshi entrepreneurs in
Bangladesh with information,
information that we all have
free access to.

IMun!dHt:gﬁ:
eteth@external ait acth
Bangicolk, Thailand:
And of all things all we have
|to discuss in SCB is religion
and politics that has never

rl:el‘:edusmunim+

This is a plea to the
Bangladeshis to start a thread
discussing the probliems,
plausible areas, and experi-
ences on technology transfer

- | to Bangladesh.
Why ?

1. Even if the country is in
turmoil (I am sure this is not
the correct word), we have al-
ways found a way to bouncge
back frpm being on the point
of collapse.

2. Given the global shift of
economic trends towards Asia
and given also the fact that
even the tiger-economies are
becoming less attractive for
labour -mtensive industries. We
are observing a surge of in-
vestment to low-cost
economies like Vietnam and
India. There is no reason
whatsoever why _some_ of the
investment will not flow into
Bangladesh if we can stay stat-
ble for even a few years.

L We would like.to hear from

our corrupted and incapable
politicians for decades.

| pray, someone with a
heart of Fazlul Haq, character
of Gen. Osmani, intelligence of
Dr. Yunus
Bhasani (poor man's favorite)
will show up from heaven to
save us.

Galloping through uncertainty

cated mass, we are left around

with the very fews who are also

dreaming to come here one
day. Aren't we becoming a
little selfish my dear friends,
taking for granted that life in
Dhaka is a temporary test,
which God is doing, and once
we are out we are free from it.

If this goes on, with no na-
tional feelings at all, we are left
with a burden aren’t we, the
insousiant burden of "LOSING
OUR IDENTITY AND SELF". °*

Mike Mossing (Lab)
mossing. 1 @nd.edu
USA: '

Found your topic very in-
teresting. What do you think is

" the solution to this problem.

Eonderer
avan | @delphi. com
USA:

Think again... if you in-
cluded me in }ruur ‘you' that is.

I've spent the better parts of

me silly life in the EuroMer-
ica:. mostly studying and grow-
ing up when not travelling. and
am still going back
Bangladesh asa-the-graduatiofi.
InshAllah .. (God willing..) out
of infinite many others herere

just three simple reasons came

to mind..

1.Ma...

2. (to me) there's only one
home..

3. alternate l]-.- unimaginable,

Information is Power -
Can we help Bangladesh

My proposal is: we conlact
the Public ibrary or equivajent

in Dhaka to give us some room
accessible 1o the general peo-
ple we will send yellow pages

brochures, catalogues, old
magazines, Intereting articles
on business. . anything that will
provide information to the

people we will send it by sea
mail - which will be cheaper |
understand part of the things
that we will send will end up
in “thonga’s lor "Chanachur’s
but some will go to the right
hands. :

This is an Idea, which
needs lot of serious thinking
Together, with all the respon-
sible sch readers | think we
can build something that will
break any barriers that may
come.

4 Can we discuss Technology
Transfer here ?

L]

people in Bangladesh (SCB
readers in Dhaka) on

I. The potential sectors of in-
vestment (like software, PCH

marnufacturing eic)

Please feel free to share
more mvestment ideas.

2. The problems of investment
even when the country is
stabie.

We would like to hear from
expatriate people on the fol-
lowing :

1. The technology that can be

transferred to Bangladesh
lideas)

2. Seeking p.artncfs or techni-
cal peopile.

3 Investmen! advice

4. Plans. aspirations or will-
ingness (o set up software ven-
tures in Bangladesh

Thanks for any_ followup
| am sure there is a smart
new generation of Bangla-
deshis who think more about
the future rather than talking
politics. religion or any holy
war issues. This generation is
more educated. more tdlerant
and above all they have some
sort of enterpreneurial spirit
to make a good living for
themselves and their folks

and integrity of

to

'@ UT Austin

| would like to share the
following email conversations,
betweerp, quamrul islam, a
computer scientist in austin,
mostafizur rahman another
computer scientist in austin,
and me, with the rest of deshis
on this occasion of Shadhinata
dibash:

At 12:04 PM 3/26/96 -0600,
Syed Galib Hassan wrote:

An intersting thought taken
from md. zafar igbal's eom-
piled boock "bish bauchhor
paur” : we can achieve a lot of
things, but we cannot make
another history like muktijud-
dho and the glory that goes
with it. (it sounds ' better in
bangla) so. cherish the histnry
as long as we can.

On 26 Mar 96 at 13:06, Quam-
rul Islam wrote: ;

The two past leaders visioned quite a different kind of

name of is Sheikh Mujib to
love or is it Ziaur Rahman to
love. My friends, we are one
Bang
Jearn to admire all our brave
leaders even if they have some
shortcomings.

Bangladeshis must learn to
rule themselves constructively
becuase now we are our mas-
ters, so we cant blame it on
British, Pakistani or anybody

adeshi nation. We must

I have one little comment.
think very few people in our
dountry argue about our two
late leaders and their inten-
tions. Even if they do, it's no
use. | think the problem is
with the current leaders and

their ego.

On 26 Mar 96 at 15:30, Quam-
rul Islam wrote:
Your comments point to

m
We must learn to love both our brave leaders. They may

have

but they both had a lot of goods in

them and in their hearts and it/Es foolish to ignore or to
demonize their contributions fo our country.

else this time around.
Abhinondan to all

Bangladeshis on our glorious

indcpend:nﬂ: day.

On 26 Mar 96 at 14:53. Syed
Galib Hassan wrote:
Quamrul bhai,

1 think it's high: time that
we realize the above com-
ments. We must learn to love

future for Bangaldesh. We in the present must
rmunedc,m::,chme, alter the visions, but we should
not demonize them or be disrespectful.

..What pains me tﬂ thmkl‘?
lhlt here we are at the 25
anniversary of our indepen-
dence day. and now
Bangladeshis are killing each
other in the name of being
BNP or Awami-league based
opposition parties. Here, we
have our sweetest freedom in
our hands, and we are just
demonizing each other in the

both our brave leaders. They
may have shortcomings. but
they-both had a lot of goods in
them and in their hearts and
it/Es foolish to ignore or to
demonize their contributions
{0 our country.

At 0D3:11 PM 3/26/96 +0000,
Mostafizur Rahman wrote:
Quamrul bhai / Galib:

other sources of problem. Cer-
tainly. our two current leaders
usually are fighting about the
late leaders among other
things. But the issue of Banga-
bandhu (Sheikh Mujib) and Zi-

- aur Rahman go to the heart of

the division that we have in
the country. We must set a
precedent of not demonizing
leaders past and present. |
Jihink, even if the argument of
“the two leaders may be of no
use [ I do not agree with you
on this ). people are doing that
and creating chaos in the
country. The disagreement
beiween Begum Zia and Hasina
has more to do with the two
previous Jeaders than their

own disagreement. | believe.

Actually. the matter is more
serious. The two past leaders
visioned quite a different kind
of future for Bangaldesh. We in
the present must reconcile.

ix. choose, alter the visions.
but we should not demonize
them or be disrespectful.

NEWS FROM
CALCUTTA

TXD11 l.p:umpauedu
1 JSA:

Friends: | just received the
following from the Juk-
takhkhar committee. | am sure

vﬁ:ﬂll be happy to know this
: .

From:
~manjit@juktakar uunet.in>
ENGLISH TRANSLATION:

There |Is an Increasing
aAwareness among people In
West Bengal about the crisis
that the Bengali language is
going through now: being
strongly under attack -from
pelitical circles. During Lhe
last 4-5 years, several periodi-
cals and pro-active organiza-
tions have come forward to
discuss this issue and the po-
Iitical niche underlying the
{!'l:lll.l-;

A dally newspaper (Aajkaal)
has taken a positive stand re-
garding this situa among
many othgrs. On 9 = May,
1995, (25 Baishakhl, a four-
day long sit-in protest ensued
im front of the Durdarshan
Bhavan in Calcutia. This
protest was called by Ekushey
Udjapan Mancha. This Mancha
(platform) is an umbrella for
several organizations that work
toward this goal.

The next goal is to hlvedn All-
Bengal Conference on 9 May.
1996. with the issue of
the rejuvenation of the Bengali-
Language. culture, and exis-
tence as a community in the
cember and the other on 3
January. in Tripura Hitoshad-
honi Sabha Hall, where these
plans were discussed.

Canadian Post
~ in Dhaka ?
anﬂgmz telecom.com

[‘uuld mrnnt tell me if
there is a Canadian High

Commission in Dhaka ? If not,
Which Canadian post covers
the consular activities for
Bangladeshi nationals ? Thanks
in advance.

| Thanks in adavnce.

Ann J. Kartin
deshi_dreams@usa.pipeline.co
m
USA:
- | started the immigration
process for my husband in Au-
gust, 1995. I'm {rying to de-
termine how much longer |
have to wait to get him here.
He has filled out the papers
over there but getting to the
ﬁ.meﬂu.n Embassy is no euy
feat. Darn near
have a question. (don’'t l -.I
ways!!) Anyhow, at first the
Embassy said they have a wait-
ing list since what ... 1992 or
something outrageous. Then
the guy asked me if I'm an
American. | said YES ! and he
said the processing time for
my husband would be approx-
imately 3 months.

Does this sound forrect to
anyone. | have been process-
ing and waiting since August,
1995.

Azim Falmi
Sfahmia@wangfed. com
USA:

According to the Immigra-
tion Law, spouse of a US citi-
zen has a zero waiting period.
However. a change in the pa-
peiwork process has elongated
the to 3-6 months.

Before, a US citizen could
go to the US Embassy in
Bangladesh with the
NikaNamah and other neces-
sary documents and apply for
his or her spouse at the em-

bassy. If all the necessary doc-
uments were present. one

could get the immigration pa-
pers within a few days. Negw
the US citizen has to come

Immigration Law and the US Embassy

back and apply in the stales
(making it more centralized),
adding the malling time the
process takes J to 6 months.
On the contrary, a friend of
mine who is a US citizen said
despite the new process, he
could apply for his wife's green
card and got her to come with

him in 4 days (This happened
about 4 months back).

| was outraged, because It
took my wife approx 4 months
to get an interview. And only
when | called the US embassy,
they said well her interview is
loday and they sent a letter to
my wife. My wife never got the
letter.. So, | called her in
Bangladesh and she barely
made it to her interview. De-
spite the fact that US embassy
knows how irregular and
chaotic the mail sysiem is,
they never bothered to ecall
her). What is my point? The
US embassy can bend rules
whenever they feel like and
tries to use the full extent of
the law (like elongating a pro-
cess by stating that it takes 3
to 6 months for the whole
process).

if anyone from the state

~department wants to challenge

my accusation, | am more than
willing to provide the neces-
sary information. But US em-

it simpler for US citizens.

NMohaiemen
nmohaiemen@®aol com
UUSA:

You might want to post the
quuy}tn misc.immigration.usa

——== = m - m——

Disclaimer -
The Internet is a global medium pf communication and

expression. It is free from all sorts of censorship and
restrictions. It is truly a PEOPLE'S FORUM.

The opinions expressed in these columns are the
author's own as they appear to all receiyers of the Internet,

We reproduce them authentically te pcrrml our readers (o

abroad are

and saying.

&l

Yasir Simon Islam

ysi88286@jetson.uh.edu
USA: -

I bet most of you know
what fuzzy logic is? In scien-
tific termns we define it to be a
boolean which is neither true
nor false, having a machine
value of 0.5, or in clear english
something which do exist, but
exists in complete inexistence.
| was mentioning earlier, or |
wasn't , that is sure fuzzy, the
future probabilities of
Bangladesh, in a fuzzgy sense of
view. To the readers is it really
fuzzy, take your own opinions
as the best suitable answer.

Bangladesh-after 10 yrs-

year := 2007 :

1 have this strong feeling
about Bangladesh, which some
of my readers should share be-
cause its not a hope or dream.
its something that came from
deep inside my heart.

If you would recall history.
what actually happened in
Germany is not a mere exaimn-
ple but a valid analytical clue.
Germany was at fits mosti
childhood stage of politics,
corruption, and overpowering

Iﬂyﬂﬁmmwzwﬂ

definitely see a more
maitured and futile

Bangladesh.

dictatorship. Although Hitler
came as a light of pro - democ-
racy. but he wasn't at all that

bad a dictator in many people's

The nazis were formed in
the name of God to destroy
and plunder the living exis-
tence of democracy. It was to-
tal Hitlership. The poor Ger-
man's had nothing to do coz
they were also trapped and
beaten like us.

Japan in the same way
found its chaotic stage. | give
this stage of a country its
"childhood stage”. similar to a
child when it is brought up
wildly without care. love, solid
guidance and tremendous lack
of literacy.

Bangladesh is only 25 yrs

.old, or if | am wrong, still has-

n't passed its germinating
stage., the flower hasn't
bloomed yet, but friends if you
would notice that the "pollen
grains” have already been fused
between the years 1992 -
1994, Bangladesh hence is
pollinating. That was just a
sign of pre-pregnancy or if that
is the way that | actually want
to put it.

The turmoils that we see
today are nothing but the temp
orary phase that a child under-
goes before maturity. If you
readers know what | mean,
then you should come to the
fuzzy conclusion, if x = y then
y= z, that is my friend logic,
and logic is what we computer
scientists believe in.

Bangladesh is awaiting a
tremendous future, a gigantic
leap towards success and de-
velopment, 10 yrs from now
we will definitely see a more
matured and futile Bangladesh.

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO
READS MY PAPER. LUCKY
THAT | AM ABLE TO SHARE
SOME OF MY THOUGHTS
WITH YOU PEOPLE.

Traditional
Heat Therapy

Northwestern University.

Evanston. [L USA:

Hello everyone-

| am looking for informa-
tion on what may be a very ob-
scure topic- heat therapy.
Specifically, | need info re-
garding traditional methods of
applying heat to the body as a
means of healing and/or pain
dissipation.

| have found a reference in
the English translation of Chi-
nese Barefoot Doctors Manual
rice and
them In

possibly heating grains (rice,
oats, barley etc.) as a means ol

heat :
Any would be greatly
a

v

AT4T WORLDNET ANN OUNCEPENTS

imran@worldnet.att. net
USA: .

AT&T WorldNet Service of-
ficially available; j

AT&T WorldNetism) Ser-
vice, designed to bring the In-
ternet to everyone, became
available today through easy,
dial-up connections. AT&T
said it already has received
more than 212,000 orders for
the value-added Intemrt ac-
cess service.

Orders have been pouring
into company call centers at
the rate of one every four sec-
onds since AT&T introduced
the service Feb. 27 with a year-
long offer of five free hows a
month for AT&T residential
long-distance customers who
sign up by Dec. 31. and com-

petitive flat rates for al cus-

tomers.

"AT&T ig marketing AT&T
WorldNet Service to its 80
million residential and 10
million business customers as
part of the company's strategy
to offer innovative packages ol
services, including lecal, long
distance, wireless . entertain-
ment and online services, lLai-
lored to customers’' needs.”
said AT&T Chairman Robert E.
Allen.

Installation software is be-
ing shipped now to customers
who ordered first; new orders
will be shipped within four to
six weeks, as the company
phases in the large number of
new customers while ensuring
the quality of the service,

AT&T also announced today
that customers who sign up for
the service are eligible for the
AT&T WorldNet Service Qual-
ity Inspector Program, which
awards points for each service
improvement users help make.
"We want to provide incentives
for customers to help make
our service and the Internet
the best that they can be.” said
Evslin. Details of/the program
will be agnounced shortly.

AT&T is making the ser-
vice attractive to all users with
a range of pricing plans and
helpful features. AT&T long-
distance service customers an
receive unlimited Internet ac-
cess through AT&T WorldNet
Service for $19.95 a month:
non-AT&T customers pay
824 95 An AT&T-branded
version of the Netscape Navi-
gator” browser software is
available at no extra ch arge, to

help subscribers navigate the.

Internet. .
As previously announced,
AT&T WorldNet Service cus-
tomers will be able to quickly
and easily gain access (0 Amer-

jca Online beginning in early

summer, and get reduced
rates while using the nation's
largest consumer online ser-

_'I.I'if:‘t

Accessible frnm home, the
office or the road, AT&T
WorldNet Service has some- -
thing for subseribers whether
they're working or relaxing.
The "At Home" section fea-
tures sites focused on such
topics as leisure, education
and family. The "At Work"™ por-
tion points to business news
sites., investment information
and other professional topics.

To help AT&T WorldNet
Service users protect them-
selves against Internet content
they consider inappropriate,
filtering software programs,
including Microsystems Inc.'s
Cyber Patrol and SurfWatch
Software Inc./Es SurfWatch,
are available through the
"Safety Net” section of the
customer service page.

The service also includes
Harley Hahn's Internet Ex-
plaration Station”, a menu of
theme areas such as art, mu-

sic. games and gardening for
family entertainment and edu-

cation, designed by the best-
selling Internet author; a pow-
erful search engine that allows
even the most casual computer
users to quickly and easily lo-
cate the information they
want; and a directory that lets
subscribers .preview any of
80.000 World Wide Web sites
before spending time to access
sites.

Most customers can freach
AT&T WorldNet Service
through a local call to one of A
T&T's 200 network connec-
tion points nationwide. In
many cases. this call will be
toll-free; access is also avail-
able though an 800 serv ice
number for an additional
charge. Subscribers can dial
into the service with a per-
sonal computer and modem at
speeds up to 28.8 kilobits per
second, allowing them to
download large stores of in-

formation, color Mphi

porters may contact: 'Iﬂkl
Miller,

michatld2@attmail.com: Kevin
Compton, kcomp-
ton@attmail.com

To get more information or
subscribe to AT&T WorldNet
Service, customers may call:
Customer Service 1-800-
WORLDNET Or visit AT&T
"WorldNet Service/Es site at
http: / /www.atl. com,/worldnet.
Send comments, questipns
mail to info@worldnet.att.com.
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The newsgroup, "voc.culture.bangladesh”, has been

provided courtesy of Agni Systems Limited (Tel. 882379).

You can also take participate in this page by sending us
your views/questionsicomments/inquiries (anything that
you want). The Daily Star will then send your responses
into the Internet newsgroup free of charge where they will

be read and commented on by participants from around
the world. Letiers should be no more than 100 words in
length and titled.

Please send or fax your Internet posts ha‘
M. Shamimuzsaman, Page incharge, "Live from the
Internet”, The Daily Star, House 11, Road 3, Dhanmondi
RIA, Dhaka-1208. (GPO Box no: 3257) Fax: 863085. !




