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| factory worker, succumbed to

Shop & Organisation
Act

The eflectiveness of the

EE

By DU Correspondent
The ‘ Chhatra Dal
WUCD). University unit.

yesierday led two of its
activists for misbehaviour
with a journalist last Friday.
The two activists, Matin and

Sabuj. with another ac-
tivist .thnn, threatened
Anwar Aldin, Dhaka

From Our Correspondent
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al of slavery tre

aty: Khaleda

Let BNP complete its

CHITTAGONG. Apr.9: BNP

| Chairperson Begum Khaleda

Zia urged the people (o vote
for her party in the next par-
liamentary elections to estab”
lish peace in the country by
freeing it from terrorism and
destructive activities.

“If you want peace and de-
velopment and protectign of
the country's independence
and sovereignty. vote for 'sheaf
of paddy.' symbol of BNP," she
said while addressing a mam-
"moth public meeting at the
outer stadium.

Al any cost we are commit-
ted to safepguard
sovereignty of this country as
we are for people and the
country,” she said amid thun-
derous . applause from
crowd. Today's meeting was
her first in {{m port city after
her resignation as prime min-
ister, )

the

the .

From Staff ConespondEHt

Begum Zia assured of com-

Plrling the unfinished tasks.

or the development of the

rnun[rz if voted. to
again. She urged the

the country towards progress
and prosperity.

"“You
decision in the next élection
lo 'keep the democratic pro-
cess and the politics of pro-

duction on in the country.” she

said. _
She also said "we want to
work together for peace and
development in the country.”
Begum Zia said BNP be-
lieves in ballot as it has confi-
dence on people.-
The BNFP chai

voted to power the 'slavery-
treaty’ would no more® be re-
newed. The people are now

power
eople 10
come under the umbrella of
the "nationalists forces" to lead

rperson an-
nounced that il her party was

ave to take correct.

unfinished task

ready to face their enemies for
safegnarding the indepen-
dence and severignty of the
country.” she said.

She also urged the freedom ’

fighters to be on alert against

_any "conspiracy” against the

sovereignty of the country.

Begum Zia said that BNP
during its rule. had take up
programmes for the benefit of
the people and exempted agrl—
cultural loans upto Taka 5.
besides providing other facili-
ties to farmers.

"BNP never bowed down to
any injustice or illegal demand
she said that her party had
quit power through constitu-
tional way to safeguard the
constitution.

UNB adds: The former
prime minister said buSinesses
and manufacturi sectors
suffered losses of billions of

See Page 12 Col 1
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_CECtakes'
oath

By Staff Correspondent
Chief Justice, ATM Afzal
yesterday administered the
oath of office to the newly ap-
inted Chief Election Com-
issioner (CEC) Mohammad
Abu Hena at a simple cere-

mony at his Supreme Court

chamber.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas had appointed Abu
Hena, former member of the
Planning Commission, the CEC
on Monday. Hena replaced
Justice AKM Sadeque who re-
signed on Saturday.

Talking to newsmen just
after the 15-minute ceremony
from 1:30 pm, Hena said that
he would look mto all the

roblems in the Election
ommission (EC) and solve
those as soon as possible to
mn_tﬁ]t free and faﬂ' ﬂmhnl lc:'g
is is a ve ig c e
for me and I ag hopeful that
with everyone's will. effort and
cooperation we will be able to
conduct a free and fair election
which the whole nation de-
sires," Hena said. g O

When asked whether he
would go by the election code
of conduct set by his prede-
cessor, Hena said "the election
code of conduct must be volun-
See Page 12 Col 3
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Pl_'_iﬂﬁty to agro-based industl:iés_

‘Due share of Ganges

water will
realised: Hasina

KHULNA. Apr 9: Awami
League chief Sheikh Hasina to-
day said her party, if voted to
Euwcr, will realise

angladesh's just share of the
Ganges water, reports UNB.

"We will realise the just
share of the Ganges water and
-expand the agro-based indus-
tries to make the nation self-
reliant,” she told a huge public
meeting at the Circuit House
Maidan here,

Hasina said the BNP gov-
ernment had failed to ensure
Bangladesh's due share of the

* Ganges water and turned the

country into a market of for-
eign goods.

Hasina said her party will
introducé a torruption and
terrorism-free transparent
administration accountable to
the people.

". . . we'll serve the nation
by introducing a ple-ori-
ented and accountable admin-
Istrative system and adopting
proper cies on the basis of

national consensus.” she said.

_ i

Awami League President Sheikh Hasina address:

Circuit House maidan yesterday.

4 killed, 200 hurt as rival

- partymen clash in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Apr 9 At
least four persons, including a
woman, were killed and 200

pc()£|t were injured In spo
| radic Incidents of violence this

afternoon in the port city dur
ing a public meeting of BNP
d at the outer stadium, pe

lice and witniesses said

The meeting was addressed
by BNP chairperson and
former prime minister Begum
Khaleda Zia

Among the dead. Azad Al
and Abdul Q#yyum were both
identified by BNP as its ac
tivists while Jahanara Begum
50, was dentified as assistant
headmistress of Bakulia High
Schoel in the city

Abdur Rahman, 40 a bidi

bomb injury at the Ehnu?m:g
Medica] College Hospital at
around 9 ght.

Among the injured, 70
ple were admitied to the Chit
:qu Medical College Hospi

while the rest were admit-
ted into private chinics.

The injured included three

| police personnel who received

From Staff Correspondent

bulet wounds durtng a clash
with gunmen They were ad
mitted into the police hospital

Azad was killed when a pro
cesslon was heading towards

the HNP meeting venue [rom
Feringhli bazar came under at
tack by rival activista of a polit
ical party at the New Market
area at 4 pm while Abdul
Gayyum was killed during a
n-rﬁ with rivals al the Nan:
dankanon
pauy sources said

Jahanara succumbed 1o her
bullet wounds on the spot
when she was caught In a
cross lire near the MES Col
lege, two miiles away from the
merting venue, on her way
back home from the school by
nckshaw, police said

area. police and

Abhdur Rahman received
bomb injuries at Pahartoli
during the viclence. hospital

sources said
BNP leaders alleged that

their processtons werg at-
tacked atl many places of the
city They bla the acuvists

of Awami League for the at-
tacks and killings

e SN

Army ready to attack;

SEOUL. Apr 9 North Korea

| slepped up its war rhetori

Wl —

today. warning that its | 2 nul
lion-strong army was ready (o
attack South Korea on the
orders of its leader Kim Jong
il. reports AFP .

Currently. the situation in
our country is on the verge ol
war.” the North's ruling Com
munist Party or ann%odnﬂg
Daily said in an editorial moni
tored in Seoul

"The Korean Pebple's Army
is full of fighting spint to at-
tack the enemy if the re
spected supreme commander

im Jong-il gives an order,

said the daily. quoted by the
official Korean ( entral Radio

The warming came after
North Korea suddenly halted
its sabre-rattling in the sensi-
tive joint security area around
the truce village of Panmuryon
in the demilitarised zoii
(DM Z)

Tension has been runming

igh around Panmuimjon over
conisecutive deployment of
heavily armed North Korean
tr from Friday to Sunday
in wiglation of the armistice

agreement that ended the
I -53 Korean War
AP adds: While closely

watching North Korean mmli-

DPRK warns ROK

tary inmcursions inta their bor
der haller 2ot South Kores
fas launched diplomatic el
lorts fo deluse the lension

Foreign Mimstry officials on
Tuesday said effurts were be
ing made through the United
Nations Russia and China to
dissuade North Korea from fur
ther provocations along the
worid s most heavily armed

berder
North Kourea declared last
week that it would no longer

recogrnise the arnustice that
ended the 1950-53 Korean
War, It then marched heavily
armwed troops into the neutral
border village ol Panmunjom
and almed machine guns .angd
mortars southward for Lhree
siraight nights

Each time. the soldiers re
treated a lew hours later with-
ottt incident. There were no
reported incursions Monday.
But Seoul offictals predicted
that the communist provoca
tions would continue

Army Chief of Staff Gen
Yoon Yong nam called a mgeet
mg of major field commanders
Tuesday and ordered troops to
respond resolutely 1o any
North Korean soldiers crossing
the horder mto the South

I
!
|
|
|
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According to witnesses and
pokice sporadic vinlence
~tarted from around 4 pm at

New: Market Nandankanon,
Momin roead Anderkilla T
Pass MES College road, GE(
Crossin g Shodoshahar,

Poxirhat and Muradpur

The incidents ol violence
occurred when processions
heading for the BNP meetin
venue came under attack am)
indiscriniinate gun firing and
bomb blasts. wilnesses said

Al some places
opened [ire and lobbe
gas shells to disperse
clashing groups
* The agitating processionists
set fire 1o three police motor
cycles and one baby-taxi. wit-
nesses said

The agitators also attacked
Highway Plaza market at
L‘:.l' ihan bazar and the PDB rest
house, witnesses said

Besides, around 100 vehi-
cles were damaged during the
rampage, witnesses said.

Some bombs blasted near

the meeting venue wlien Lhe
See Fage 12 col 7
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, 4 overseas trade

missions to be
relocated

Four overseas trade mis.
sions of Bangladesh will he

- shilted to more commercially

- o —— o —

]

| the

important locations.
LIN

(MYicial sources said the
cottmtry s existing trade offices

in Colombo, Kuala Lumpur, Abuj

reports

Dhabi and Nairobi would be-

shifted to othe. countries

A high powered govern
ment committee, following the
decision of a recent inter
ministerial meeting, identified

! the offices that deserve (o be

shifted to places which are be
coming more important for
Bangladesh's trade interest.

- The commiltee su#grattd
that the Colombo office be
iransferred to Amsterdam. the
Kuala Lumpur office to Singa

re and -[LE Natrobl office 1o

ashkent For the trade olfice
i -Abu Dhabi the committee
recommended three optlons —
Seoul Pans and Warsaw

The decisions f{ollowed a
comprehensive experl review
of the export performance in
countries where
Bangladesh maintains trade of
filees over the |ast several
years Future market potentials

| were also assessed

Pahela Baishakh
now to fall on

By Staff Correspondent '

The first day of the Bangla
car, the Pahela Batshakh. has
{H:tn pcnnantnll{‘ fixed to fall
on April 14 of the Gregorian
Calendar from this year {1996)
onwards.

The dates have been syn-
c hronised the Bangla Acad-
emy Calendar Reformm Commi-
ttee. which has also brought
about some changes in
calculating the leap year says a
press release.

Pahela , Bdishakh' £ which
heralds the beginning of the
| 2-month Bangla year based
on a solar calendar used to {all
on either April 14 or |5 before
the c

From now on. during _ leap
year on the (GUregorian
Calendar, an extra day will be
added to the month Falgun
in the Bangla Calendar,
a3l month. Previou
an extra was added lo
month of Chaitra on leap years.

On a non-leap year, the
months from Balshakh to
Bhadra will have 3] days, and
months from Aswin to altra
) days

— — —

. e

ng a huge public meeting at the Khulna

be

Hasina, in h;er unofficial .

election campaign., also
pledged to introduce an
elected local government sys-
tem, provide subsidy to the
agriculture sector and grant
autonomy to the state-owned

_radio and television.

She said they will create job
opportunities, establish
women's dignity and take
steps to increase foreign pri-
vate investments in the coun-

The AL chief hoped that
they would be able to free the
nation from the curse of illif-
eracy within 10 years and the
educational institutions from
terrorism. 7

‘It is the Awami League
which achieved the indepen-

dence and will protect it by
:stabliuhlng an exploitation-
free society,” she said.

She said the past govern-
ment, during its five-year rule,
resorted to torture and killings
and destroyed hopes and aspi-
See Page 12 EDF 8
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economy, donors told

Bv Staft Correspondent

Finance and [“Ianning Adwvi-
ser [ir Wahiduddin Mahmud
told the donors represe
ntatives yesterday that the
governmen!t was persuing a
damage management strategy
aimed at leaving a stable,
hedthy and reactivated econ-

omy for the next elected gov-

ernment
The government will pes
suie o realistio liscal and mone

tary inanageibent policy to
stabilise the economy as well
as giving incentive for regen
erating  economic activities
sakll the Adviser at a meeting
with the donors local consulta-
tive group at the NEC commit:
tee roonn
: Ambassadors and high
eommisstoners ot dillerent
donor countries and local rep
resentatives of multilateral
AREricies were present al the
meeting
The representatives of the

|

donors ghly appreciated the
measures taken for econoniic
martagement by this povern
et and extended their oo

| operation as regards aldkli;rn-

pranunes. ER[) sovrces sa
Noting that a long way has

tey go on Lthe agreed reform
agenda. WH representative
Pierre Landell-Mills said that
the caretaker vovernnient
should! take up the unfinished
dagenda so that the next
elected government can enjov
the momentum of early start.

The Adviser told the meet-
g the previous open market
and  liberalisation policies
would continue during the
caretaker government's
lenure,

- The WB representfative re-
marked that a 'window of op-
portunity’ had been created
through resolution of the palit-
lcal fmpasse and formaltion of
the caretaker goverinnent. the
advantage of wluch must be
taken to advance the economy.

He also remarked that the
present size of the ADP was
unrealisable’ and felt that it
had to be downsized keeping
s quality.

Landell-Mills pointed out.
that the revenue and ADP hud-
gets must be commensurate
with revenue ition or ‘the
government will have to go for
borrowing which will have

See Page 12 col 4

Garments owilérg, exporters view

'Damage management measures'
needed to overcome crises

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

Cash crisig. huge forced
loans by banks. shrinking lim
its of loans caused l:pr stocklots.
an aka short ‘time lef to
ship the existing orders and
shattered confidence of buyers
are the major challenges the
country's ments manufac-
lurers and exporters are now
fighting to recoup their inter-
national market., industry
spurces said.

Garments manufacturers
can overcome the odds if the
government Lakes immediate

damage management steps’ to
resolve their crises, the
sources pointed out.

Iin the last three months,
the political unrest in the
country badly affected the

rments indus causing a

of about Tk to Tk 650
crore in cutting and making
(CM) c . they said. The es-
timate ts based on thr; :;n-
lry’'s apparel export i

ID%O crore annually of
which 30 per éent is retained
as CM charge for quota Itemas
and 25 per cent for non quota
items

The sources suggested that
this amount be Tinanced b
banks at London Interban
Borrowing Rate (Libor] plus
one percentage point rate to
keep the garments factories
running.

“About one thousand facto-
ries are now closed They need
cash to pay the arrears of
workers who have not been
paid in the last three months,
to order new fabrics. and to

fm}r their previous Import bills
or which orders had been

cancelled,” said Engineer M A
Taher, M.namnrz irector of
Fortuna Apparels, 4 leading

garments manufacturer.

“The repa nt on new fi-
nance should start six months
aflter loans are given and the
total amount should be made
repayable in three years to give

arments {actories enough

Some garments owners al-
leged that the banks are charg-
ing their nsual rates of be-
tween 12 and 14 per cent on
Lis for which orders had been

cancelled

"This will finish off the
sector,” sald Taher. "We suf
fered loss in terms of order
cancellation. Now, we have to
pay high interedts. The Libor
should be applied in cases of
demand loans, capital
and loans for air freighting
orders

On the question of finance.
garmemts eTs Se€ A CIu-
cial role by the central bank
that can pull the sector out of
the present crisis. They main-
tain that the central bank can
help 100 per cent ex
port inance. as in India. to be
iven (o Individual parties

rough their respective
Banks, sources concerned said.

The Export Development
Fund (EDF) which now com-

ises 30 million dollars can

enhanced to mitigate the

Crinis. many exporters feel.
"EDF s a w;y of mm-f

our handicap hl-l*lllnqII A wea

backward linkage." said Igba)

Ahmed, Hlm%mrutm of

Burltngtons “We can use It

e buy f(abrics in advance of

See Page 12 col 7
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MPs of 6th JS
~ yet to vacate
hostel rooms

Star Report

More than a week after the
dissolution of the sixth Jatiya
Sangsad, the former members '
are yet to vacate the MP hos-
tels. \

A total of 208 MPs, out of
the 330 of the 6th JS were al-
located rooms at the hostels,
in pher-e-Bangla Nagar and
Nakhalpara, e 6th JS was
dissolvel on March 30.

Out of them, 153 are still in
ossession of rooms at the
her-e-Bangla MP hostel.

while another 55 are stayin
on at the other hostel a
Nakhalpara, JS Secretariat

sources in the d with ac-
commodation for Ps said
Monday. :

However, the MPs have not
yet been given notice to vacate:
their rooms, the sources said.

"We have sent proposal to -
higher officials in the adminis-
iration to issue letters to the
MPs requesting them to vacate
the rooms.,"” the source said.
"But there is no hard and last
rule regarding the time limit
MPs are allowed to avail of offi-

cial accommodation after they
cease to be members of par-

See Page 12 col 7

35 hurtas
train derails
-1n Nertokona

- NETROKONA. Apr 9: At
least 35 people were injured
when four compartments of a
train derailed at Kandulia,
about six kilometres off here.
on Netrokona-Mohanganj rail-
\ggg section last night, reports

Police and railway sources
said the train was running to-
ward Mohangan rom
Mymensingh via Netrokona
when the accident occurred:

Two teams of lice and
lire brigade r1.19..}'u:gc| the spot
and rescued the injured pas-
sengers. They were sent to
Neirokona Sadar Hospital.

Rail communications on -
Mohanganj-Mymensingh sec-
tion remained disrupted since
last night lollowing the acci-
dent. Meanwhile, o vailway re-
et i réachec e spot (his
oot and conducting the sal
VAge operation.

Champa murder
case :All
acquitted

By SC Corréspondent

The High Court yesterday
acquitted all convicts of the
Champa murder case of Barisal.

The divisibn bench of the
HC comprising Justice
?‘-‘InhammacF Mozammel Hoque
and Justice Mahfuzur Rahman
yesterday by a judgement on
an appeal acquitted the ac-
cused on the grounds of
"benefit of doubt.”

The court also issued an ad-
vance order for immediate re-
lease of the accuseds.

Fouzia Rahman G€hampa,

ther of a two-year old son.
t of
October 18 or in the following
moming in 1989,

She was slee tnge:;rith her
son Shekhar in tﬁc room of
her father-in-law's house on
that night. But in the next
moming she was found mur-
dered in her locked room.

Police recovered her dead
body and lodged a case against

See Page 12 col 8

JP submits 7-pt

suggestions to
Chief Adviser

Jatiya Party vesterday sub-

mitted a 7-point recommen-
dation to Chief Adviser
Muhammad Habibur Rahman
for ensuring a free and fair
election. reports UNB.

A seven-member delegation
of the JP. 1ed by its senior
Presidium member Begum
Rowshan Ershad. met with the
Chief Adviser at his office and
handed over to him the rec-
ommendations that includes
the release of party chairman
Ershad.

The delegation regretted
that the a counctl of the
caretaker government includes
afnwm?r: who was a s “s
ol the former ruling party '
opposed the cnnr::‘fpt of the
caretaker government, accord-
ing to a JP press release.

JP suggested that BNP sup-

See Page 12 col 2
Jalil resigns

as EC
By Staff Correspondent

Election Commissioner

Justice MA Jalil submitted his
resignation to President Abdur

Rahman Biswas yesterday
afternoon
The Presitlent accepted his

resignation. an official an-
nouncement said.

When contacted last .
Justice Jalil said that he
resigned at his own will. Jus-
tice Jalil was a as the
Election Comm r on May
7. 1994

"But | sincerely wish all the
success (0 the new Chief !.'-tl;c
tion Commissiener and the

See Page 12 Col 2



