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WB for downward

The World Bank, amidst
aid disbursement per-
in during
he current fiscal, has wsig-
nalied that the dilh.lrlnmm;
t requires a downwar
rmn. reports UNB.

In a recent note to the gov-
ermnment., the Bank cautioned
that poor disbursement per-
formance during the n‘.'ul::l'l'l

placed Bangladesh a
EE‘MIHW' posi-

for the fu-
ture allocation from

IDA
(International Development

Vacant posts of
SC to be filled
up soon: Ishtiaq

for Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs Barrister
Syed llhtlacl Ahmed said here
yesterday that the present
caretaker fnﬂrnmcnl - had

been giving to the
mﬂntfnmc:nnpl' aw ntr::l order

in the country, reports BSS.

Speaking at a with
the members of the Supreme
Court Bar Association. he said
that the government had al-
ready taken steps (o recover
unauthorised arms and to in-
vestigate the ir larities in
gran licences Arms.
= ¢ vg:::_:t p-unt-b:f the

preme are

as early as punihﬁ mm

are under way in this
. Ahmed said.

Speaking ont the occasion,
president the bar associa-
tion Barrister Showkat Alj
Khan stressed the importance
of lgpnlntml:nt of the jud
to the vacant posts of the
Supreme Court.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by the Attorney
General, M Nurulla, senior ad-
vocate Nurul Huq, Barrister
Amirul Islam and Dr M Zahir.

New CEC
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cial sources that the govern-
ment is gofag to appoint a total

of six Election Cammissioners.
all likely from the civil service,
"Each one of. these six
commissioners would be in
charge of a division.” said an
official last night.
Meanwhile, Election
Commissioner Justice M A
Jalil, when contacted last
night, said that he was not yet

aware of any ch :
en | hear !mm the gov-
ernment I will know what to

do.” he said without elaborat-
ing further.

revision in aid
disbursement target

96,

The not ted out that
the Bank's credit dis-
bursement du the first

eight months of current
fiscal (July- amounted
to a 135 82 million US

"“““', -4 R H':;.Ic'bm“hﬂ per cent
ol the u sbur o
balance. ponits

The disbursement by
Bank was lower by about 20
millton US dollar than the
same of the last fiscal
year (1994-95).

The World Bank resented
that disbursements all
projects duri the current
year were “well below”™ the

prmuoni.
en contacted., a senlor

official of the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) said
that a prolonged political
uncertainty was a major factor
behind the poor aid disburse-

“ment during the current year.

Water plant
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was repeatedly rescheduled,
nn:nrdlnr to official sources.

So far. the Dhaka WASA
has fulfilled four out of five
conditionalities. They include:
enactment of the new WASA
Ordinance; appointment of a
new board directors and a
chairman. reduction of total
arrears to no more than five
months of billings and ap-
pointment of a managing di-
rector on contract basis.

The other condition — con-
trac out two WASA zones to

rivate hands for collection of
ills — has so far been strongly
resisted by the unions of
WASA

The two zones generate
and annual revenue collection
of between Tk 4 to 6 crore
each. WASA sources, request-
ing anonymity, said some un-
scrupulous union leaders are
involved in huge pilferage and
therefore have been resisting
the “contracting out.”

The Unjons, after repeated
requests from the authorities,
have softened their stance and
nnow have tagged their own
condition that would not
resist the issue if the WASA
workers were given pension.

South Korean soldiers keep an eye on the movements of N
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the south

side of the De Militarized Zone (DMZ) in Panmunjom, some 65 km north of Seoul, yesterday
North Korea moved 180 armed soldiers to the north side of Panmunjom for the fourth
consecutive day yesterday following their violations of the armistice agreement.

Editorial on page 4 — AFP/UNB photo

Rifle snatched
from cabinet

Secy's sentry

not recovered

By Staff Correspondent

The rifle, snatched from a

lice sentry posted at the

hanmondi residence of
Cabinet Secretary Muhammad
Ayubur Rahman Sunday night,
could not be recovered till late
last night.

Police sald, they were in-
vestigating the incident. They
had started a manhunt to nab
the gunmen and recover the
rifle. A case has also been filed
in this connection.

A gang of about eight armed
men attacked constable Abdul
Alim at around 945 pm and
took away his 303 rifle bran-
dishing lire arms. The two
other sentries were not at the
gate of the house at the time

Soon. after the incident,
family members of the cabinet
secretary left their house at
Dhanmondi Road No. 9/A and
took shelter in a relatives
residence. The secret him-
selfl was not at his house at that
time and did not return home
till late Sunday night. accord-
ing to reports.

This correspondent made
repeated phone calls but there
was no response from the
cabinet secretary's house.

Meanwhile. the Officials’
Coordination Council of the
Republic expressing concern
over the incident condemned
the attack at the residence af

| Ayubur Rahman.
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Cong-I expels 3 eX-ministers

15000 candidates for
Lok Sabha polls

NEW DELHI. Apr 8 Indian
political parties have hit the
campaign trail in the worids
largest democracy. with a
record 15,000 candidates in
the parliamentary polls. offi-
clals said today. rts AFP,

The Election Commission
said the number of candidates
for the 545.seat Lok Sabha
(lower house of parliament)
was the est iIn an Indian
general elections since Inde-
pendence in 1947

A total of 8,699 candidates
fought the last polls in May
June 1991, '

Mest parties launched into
their election campaigns as
soon as the deadline for candi-
dates withdrawal ended Sat-
urday, election officials said

The first phase of the elec
tlon battle was to be
low key with public rallies and
house-to-house canvassing But

“thi will pick up very soon
said Sushma Swara), a leader of
the op ton Bharattya Janata

Paﬂ_[%l 1P}

e staggered polls will be
held on April 27. May 2 and
Hniy 7. Balloting in Kashmir
will also be held on May 23
and 30, :

Meanwhile, the governin
Congress Party today expell
three former Cabinet minis-

ters, including one of the top
architects of India's economic

reforms for anti party activi
ties, according to AP

Former Commerce Minister
Palania Chidambaram. ju-
nior Industry Minister M
Arunachalam and Human Re-
source Development minister
Madhavrao Scindia were ex-
pelled for being nominated to
run nst the s candi-
dates In a national e to
be held in April and May. said
Congress spokesman Ved
Prakash.

He also sald another plﬂhJ
dissident, G K Moopanar,
been suspended for spearhead-
ing a revolt against Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao in
the southern state of Tamil
Nadu

Chidambaram and
Arunachalam resigned f[rom
Rao's governmernt last week
after he aunounced a surprise
election alllance with Tamil
Nadus governing All India
Anna Dravida Munnelra
Kazhagam Party. betler known
by its acronym AIADMK. a
move they oppose

AIADMK. and its charis-
matic leader Jayaram Jay
alahtha. often are accused of
corruption. but the Congress
Party needs to win as much
support as possible in the
election. which many pollsters
expect will fail to give any
party a parllamentary majority.
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AL discusses
polls manifesto

A joint of the Adwvi-
SOry Cuum:ﬁﬂh:ﬂdium of
was
with party th?ﬁhﬁkh
Hasina at her Dhanmeondi resi-
dence yesterday, BSS
The election mﬂlﬂtﬁ:ﬂn of
Awami League came up for dis-
cussion in view of the coming

Ja Sangsad election. a party
pr::lu:rclem said. :

SAIC meet
begins today

The three-day long 10th
meeting of the governin
board of the SAAR

Agricultural Information Cen-
tre (SAIC) begins here today in
the SAIC conference room at
Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council. reports BSS.

The meeting will review the
achievements made and pro-
grammes compieted by C.

Dr Abdul Hamid Miah from

Bangladesh., Samdrup al
from Bhutan. Dr Mengala
from India. Bishnu Kalle
from _Prabal S J B Rana
from SAARC Secretariat,
Kathmandu. will attend the
meeting

Ershad
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Advocate Mahbubur Rahman
further said that Ershad ex
pecfed to t justice, equal
rights to all, compliance with
law and guarantee of life and
liberty. fundamental rights and
human rights to all includin
himself (Ershad]. "In default,
Ershad remarked, that the
present caretaker government
will not be taken as neutral
and honest.” Rahman quoted

him as saying.

Ershad said In prison he
suffered | solitary confine
ment illegally. had been de
prived proper treatment.

Straddle carrier
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Authority Port Captain Zahir
Uddin Mahmud saifl Now we
have nothing to du, everything
depends on the will of the
government '

“The decinsion for hiring
cquipmen! from private par
lies was taken earlier against
the backdrop of equipment
cnsis at Chittagong port ' the
acting Chalrman sald adding “If
the employees union do not al
low we may need to procure
the same Immediately 1o

tackle the cargo situation
here

~ He' informed
Chittagong Port Authority al

ready had a plan to procure
equipment in phases upto the
year 2010
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KABUL. Apr 8: Surrounded by anti-aircraft weapons and

machine gun toting
Afghanistan’

. US Senator Hank Brown )
chief Ahmed Shah Masood at a

met 5
i i gl s, el o fo ney
kilometers

a peacetime haven for tourists, ut
northwest of the war-ravaged capital. reports AP

at
40

country”,

She alleged that the oppo-
nents started the comspiracy
;fmm the BNP being jealous

its success in all sectors.

j'hc’tua.ll;r. l.l'hcyt::t in con-
spiracy against country.
against development and eco-
nomic uplift.” she said. "They
started an anti- move-
ment to stop ft
pr and prosperity.
the "non-cooperation
movement” of some
Eanlc.' thé rule of the
NFP. Begum said
that hinder normal life
and destroy the country's

l:ﬂ.!lltry'l

economy. cannot be a
movemnent of the ]
“Non-Coopera can never

be a peopie's movement. ... This
forced more than 1000 gar-
ment factories to be closed

and badly damaged the econ-
omy

Mentioning the process
leading to the formation of the
caretaker government. the
BNP Chairperson said: "We did
not go the Constitution
despite threats and intimida-
““';‘; sald her political
nents had threatened that
would not allow the BNP to
hold the elections on F
15, to form Parliament "But
we help the elections and
passed the bill of caretaker

overnment through the Stxth
arllament to continue the
constitutional process.”

She sald. "We believe in
change of power through con-

Taka devalued
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15 poisa on March 7.1995§,
taka was devalued twice earlier

by 15 poisa against the dollar
1995 and

on September 12
25 a on October, 1995.
uring the last calendar
year, the Jocal c was
devalued by 1.6]1 per cent
against the greenback com-
pared to almost 14 per cent
depreciation of the Indian
Rupee and t per cent de-
valuation of the Pakistani
Rupee.

started her E’rnﬂ
from Dhaka at about 10:30 am_
Central BNP leaders.
includi Dr Khandakar
Mosharral Hossain. Tanveer
Ahmed . Abdul Matin
Islam Mia.

Aminu!lah
addressed the meetings.

Indian held with
smu(grgled goods
t

From

Benapole,
and them In
et oo By

This made the patrol party
suspicious. The g.DR team,
changed the direction of their
jeep and chased the
car which was later inter-
cepted at Murall. A good num-
ber of contrabands lncludms
Indian, T-Shirt. Lu an
Ganzis were r from
the private car and an Indian
national was caught red-
handed.

When contacted, Major
Tauhid Bin Ahmed, secongd-in-
Command of 22 Battalions told
The Daily Star that the Indian
national, Sri Dulal Karmakar,
son of Norendra Mohan
Karmakar of Khoikh~l
in Nadia district of W st
Bengal was arrested. r




