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Nat'l women's

chess qualifier
Sports Reporter

Ferdousi Sultana Munni of

for
7th-

Chittagong failed to quali
the final gr«nnunlt:l of qttlfit
National eve's chess champi-
onship against six other
in tie-breakers as they all
earned 3.5

phase at the NSC chess room

Munni's 9.5 progressive
score was one point short of
Faizunnissa Poly's who gquali-
fied for the final round as the
sixth and last qualifiers.

Former national eve cham-

ion Zakia Sultana and
anara Haque Runu scored
the highest 12 points in the
tie-breakers while Nazrana
Khan lva, Syeda Afsana Parveen
Nira and Masuda- Begum
earned 11.5 points each to bes
tome the first five qualifiers.

Defending champion Syeda
pa, runner-
up Afroza Khanum Bably and
international rated women
chess players [WM Rani Hamid
and Tanima Parveen will have
direct entries in to the final
round which will begin tomer-
row afternoon at the same
venue. The draw of the final
round will be held at the
Bangladesh Chess Federation

office this evening at 6pm.

Nat'l athletics
from May 10

Sports Reporter

The 24th national and 14th
national junior athletics cham-
Ellunlhj will begin at the
u:}]i'; um from May ul‘ﬂ
respecti under e
arrangement of E adesh
Amateur Athletic Federation
(BAAF), says a press release.

Affiliated organisations of
BAAF are instructed to make
their entries latest by May 8
for the National meet and May
11 for the junior's event, the
press release added.

Padma win in
Barisal cricket

From Staff Corfespondent

BARISAL. Apr 8. Padma
Juba Sangha recorded a hard-
fuu!ht two-wicket win owver
PCC in the Senior Division
cricket here at the local
stackium ;

In a 35-over-a-side match,
PCC, after winning the toss
elected to use the wicket in

the morning and scored a
fighting 167 for nine with
Sujon the highest
32 runs for his- :

runs.

In rq:g, Nasir cracked a
dazzling o Padma to
victory with wickets in

: r-H Club will take on
Arunaday Krira Chakra at the
same venue tomorrow

(Tuesdayi
Prevention better

girls

points each at the
end of the five-round qualifying

..................

Participants in action during yesterday's matches of the 17th national women's chess championships.

e
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BRIEF SCORES

[WARI CLUB: 128 in 43.4 |
overs (Biplab 44; Nasir
Khan 4/25, Rupom 2/23)

BIMAN: 129 for four in 27
overs (Sumon 52 n.o, Nasir

LKhan 30« Shanu 25)

Bangladesh
Biman kept their
title hopes alive
in the Premier
cricket league
! . when they recor-
ded a convincing six-wicket
victory over minnows Wari
Club in their penultimate
su league encounter at the
Dhaka Stadium yesterday.

Put in to bat Wari were
shittled out for a pal 128 in
43.4 overs, In reply, the Bijoy
Dibash cricket champions
Biman took only 27 overs to
reach home conceding four
wickets.

The win kept Biman well on
course for the league title.
With 22 points from 15
matches, Biman now need a
win against Mohammedan
Sporting Club who have 24

nts alsa from 15 encoun-
ters, in their last super league

outing for a better chance of
clinching the championship
with a superior run-rate.

On the other
Brothers Union. also in the
contentfon with 20 points

hand.

Sports Reporter
from 14 mmtches, can manage
win in their remaining two ap-

rances against Kalabagan
ra Chakra and Wari Club.

their neat run-rate will also be

considered for deciding the:

champions.

LLalmatia beat
Dhanmondi
Sports Reporter

BRIEF SCORES

CLUB: 167 in
44 overs (Biplab 44, Gourge

28)
: 168 for |
t in 43.3 overs (Babu

Lalmatia Club defeated
Dhanmondi Club by two wick-
ets in their Yamaha First
Division super leagueé en-
counter at the City Club
ground, Mirpur yesterday.

Electing to bat Dhanmondi
were all out in 44 overs scor-
ing 167 runs with AKM Biplab

the highest 44 off 77
balls. In : matia cruised
to victory in the 44th over
with two wickets in hand.
Middle-order bat SQ Biplab
and Jamaluddin Babu added 33
and 35 respectively to the
Lalmatia account,

‘Biman still airborne

Biman skipper and national
all-rounder Zjaur Rashid
Rupom's decision to go for a
chase in the afternoon proved
to be correct as they bundled
out Wari for only 128 runs.

Biman's new bail bowler
Nasir Khan of Pakistan was the
architect of Wari destruction.
With his deadly medium pace,
Nasir four Mczﬂts for only 25
runs while Rupom did the re-
main damages taking two
wickets for 23 runs from his
allotted ten owers.

Opener Biplab was the only
Wari batsman who could face

* the Biman attack with a little

bit of courage scoring 44 off 48
deliveries inclusive of seven
boundaries.

Chasing a small target,
Biman suffered a big blow in

ti = very first over losing na-
tivnal opener Athar Ali Khan
for nought.

But everything went smooth
from then on as Ndsir Khan.
the other opener. and one
down Habibul Bashar Sumon
carried their side to a com-
fortable position sharing 45
runs for the second wicket.

After a good show with the
ball in the first session. Nasir

Khan scored a valuable 30 o
42 balls with three fours while

Sumaonf scored the only half-
century of the day and .re-
mained not out on 52 off 69
deliveries which features four
boundaries and a huge six

LONDON. Apr B
After knocking

virtually
out of the title
race with a upset

victory, Ron At-
kinson's Coventry now have a

¥

Coventry

Trafford where Atkinson spent
four seasons as :
. The Sky Blues, who are in
despite bea MIH:“E
u -
Saturday, nn;lmt}t points and
won't be doing Atkinson's old

even b#:r task Monday. teamn any favours Monday.
- Coventry, four points above
Continuing thejr battle to  last . have [lirted with
avoid relegation for the first relegation several times but
time. Coventry now face lead- are that they have never
ers Manchester United at Old  been out of the top mfht since

3 gaining promotion in 1967,

An upset vict at Old
Traflord will be r. major

A setback

als from Swede Jorgen
ettersson helped Borussia
Moenchengladbach frustrate

Munich's challenge for.
the German luﬂut champi
onship with a 3-1 victory on

Reuter

Eap
P;‘!l:t;& Moencheng-
title ru:M bmmu"_-,
favour on Sunday. -

boost but Atkinson's team
meets a United lineup which

gone 17 games unbeaten in
n to the top. Coven

try have doubts concern-
Ndlovu sl terglhod

and ender Brian
Borrows.

Atkinson, who guided
United fo two FA Cup triumphs
but fired after faili to
win a league title, salu
team's ormance against

te taking a t battert
from one o

in the second
urope,” he

the best sides in E
Kazakh lifter
shatters

world mark
YACHIYO,

boys

%

|

B:
t}l?an ﬁr .

shattered a world record of
ams in the clean

" have

' know the score

said.
Now they will have to do all

Manchester United who
scored an impressive 3-2 vic-
tory at Manchester City Satur-
day, hold a three-point lead
and are the division's second
highest scorers with 62 goals
from 33 games.

The Reds won't have Irish
midfielder Roy Kenane. who is
suspended, and likely will be
without experienced defender
Steve Bruce, who aggravated a
hamstring injury.

Second place Newcastle,
who came from behind to beat
Queens Park Ra s 2-]1 Sat
urrhr;‘, visit defending champi-
ons Blackbum, who have had a
hot and cold season are placed
a disappointing ninth

Third place Liverpool, top
scorers with 64 Is but now
with eight points to make up.
host West Ham, who

bed to 10th. Fourth
Aston Villa should profit
rom a home game against rel-
egation threatened
Sou n even though the
Sajnts are coming off a 1-0

over Blackbum.
the other s, last
place Baolton, who have 26

., host erratic Chelsea,
next-to-last’ Queens Park

Rangers, 27 points, host sixth-
Everton and Manchester

who are third from) last

31, visit another team in
s Proatw L
Premier league game

‘are Leeds-Nottingham Forest,

Sheffield Wednesday-Arsenal
and Tottenham-Middles-

- -

vision One leaders Sun-
derland, who have a five-
lead, host fourth place -
ton and second place Derby
welcome lowly Tranmere.

Sports Reporter

The members of the Dhaka |

Metropolis Football Association
(DMFA)} have demanded to ar-.
range the inter-club players’
transfer after oyt
tions of the country.

th :IHD:IHFA !l:nt'cr?njr. -]

by its ent M Azizul Huq,

of Dhaka, while expressing
their inability to involve in the
transfer business in the wake

tatives of all the clubs '

the national eleo- -

transfer |

| Back-p

of the forthcoming parliamen- .

tary polls n]pectcd to be held
mmc%?m:u n May. claimed
that it would be impossible for
them to arrange funds.for the
transfer. ‘

The have also advocated to
scrap two regular tournaments
DMFA Cup and the
Federation Cup — for smooth
holding of the two-tire Senior
Division football | es.

Besides, most of the clubs
have asked the DMFA to hold
open discussion with different
professional groups r:ﬁa:n:llng
players' pool” before adopting
a resolution in this sensitive
issue which have already raised

eniear

* as animated debate among dif-

ferent quarters.

- Regarding the widely prac-
tised arr affairs by most
of the clubs during the last

couple of the years, they have
recommended various propos-
als o curb the perennijal prob-
lem. ’

However, the meeting have {

been adjourned till the an-
nouncement of the date of the
general elections in the coun-

wiankanﬁms

smell a rat!

COLOMBO, r 8: Cricket
fans in Sri Lanka have de-
manded a probe into the in-
volvement of bookmakers in
the country’'s spectacular de-
feat at the Singer Cup matches
in Singapore,
evening Eger said here today.
reports :

A group calling themselves
the Sri Lanka Cricket Lovers
Association (SLCLA) had asked
sports minister SB Dissanayake
lo investigate Arjuna Ranatunga
and his teammates’ stunning
defeat to Pakistan on Sunday.

"This is not cricket,” the
Observer newspaper quoted a
(SLCLA) spokesman as saying.
He had wanted allegations that
bookmakers had used influ-
ence on cricketers. The paper
did not name the cricketers
all ly involved.

ri Lanka seemed set for
victory but the middle-order
batsmen, including skipper
Ranatunga and dashing bats-
man Aravinda de Silva, col-
lapsed for 172 in 32.5 overs
while chasin%h modest target
of 215 set b{ akistan.

Several key players in the
Sri Lankan team had been
linked to betting centres
although no one has been
proved to have taken bribes to
throw away a game. '

a state-run’

| B
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Opinion: Bangladesh cricket

URING the recent visit
f the MCC team we

D had captain Alan

Fordham and manager John
Jameson and a few other
members of the team over to
our house for dinner. When 1
told Alan that we had enjoyed
ha him as our house guest
in 1989 for two months, he
reminded me that he had ac-
tually stayed with us not for
two mon but for over four
months, when he came to
adesh to c¢oach school
boys. Earlier John Jameson,
the mnn:fer and asst. secre-
tary of MCC had spent two
months in Dhaka. So both of
them were like family mem-
bers to us. | wonder how many
Wisden wizards know that
Jameson holds the not so dis-
tinguished record of the
maximum number of consecu-
tive run outs in the history of
Test cricket. As Jameson says
"l ran hard but not fast". :
In May 1990. I had trav-
elled rom London to
Northampton to meet the
president of the Northamptons
shire Cuuntf Cricket Club. Alan
who plays lor Northants went
along with me to meet the
president of the county cricket
club. 1 had arranged with the
club president that during the
summer four of our
Bangladeshi school boys would
stay the entire cricket season
in Northampton spending
their time generally assisting
the county players. practising
with them and spending their
full time in a cricketing envi-
ronment. The County would
arr for them to play week-
end matches with some local
clubs. They would generally try

Kamal 7 Islam

cussed. with Alan this can be

revived guite easily in the fu-
ture. Both the captain and the
manager of the MCC team had
Earda of sympathy for

angladesh and our cricket.
They were quite puzzied at our
poor showing in the ICC tour-
nament. During our discus-
sions the following points
emerged.

1. Bangladesh presently has
@/ strong and a committed
cricket Board, All the officials
are dedicated and | can per-
sonally vouch for this as | know
them all intimately. They all
wish to take the game forward
and cherish a desire to see
Bangladesh cricket prosper.

2. Country-wide infrastruc-
ture of cricket is good. There
are stadiums in the principal
district towns and a reasonable
number of playing fields.

3. There are well-organised
cricket tournaments in Dhaka
and the principal towns of
Bangladesh. There are nation-
wide adult and youth tourna-
ments.

4. The jewel in the crown of
BCCB #s the schools cricket
played throughout the country.
This is the envy of other sports
federations.

5. There appears to be
plenty of sponsors with the
upsurge of the private sector
in Bangladesh. ;

6. Foreign teams are visiting
Bangladesh and -our boys are
going abroad thereby getting
plenty of exposure.

Watchin the thrilling
matches of the World Cup
Cricket mﬁ saddest thoyghts
were why Bangladesh couldn't
make it to the elite group. Dur-

ing my brief association with

edalling to the '80s

being the chief-de-mission
when our cricket team went to
Nairobi to play the ICC Associ-
ate Member's Trophy matches.
This honour seoon turned into

anguish seeing the or-
mance of our 8. We had
gone to Kenya with high ex-

t'pectatimn and our hopes were
hat we were certain to make
it to the finals. Bangladesh
seeded number three. But
rude awakening came very ex-
pcdlunuajﬁ in the preliminary
rounds. Till this competition
everyone including ourselves
had taken it for granted that
the Bangladesh team was a
side to be reckoned with. But
by the end of the tournament
we revealed ourselves as paper
tigers of Bengal and had

ignominy of finishing sixth.

Throughout the eighties the
feeling of the Assoclate mem-
bers of ICC was that the next
Test lgylng status would go to
B adesh. But by the begin-
ning of the nineties we had
ourselves extinguished all such
expectations and relegated
ourselves, | remember having
attended the ICC Associate
members tournament in 1982
and 1986 held in England and
in the two tournaments | recall
my conversation with the Zim-
babwean players. In both the
tournaments the only team the
Zimbabweans feared was the
Eanﬁladenh team.

It has been a long slide
since then, We should be
keenly aware of the fact that
cricket has gained consider-
able popularity in the cricket
playing nations. If we pride
ourselves having taken one
step forward, tHen others have

was
the

England A vs Bangladesh in Dhaka February last year.

to upgrade the cricketing skill
of our boys. In return wngwnuld
host two of the country players

The reaction of the local | in Bangladesh to coach our

press and fans here to their

team after their Singer Cup | with the schools teams

debacle contrasted sharply
swith the red c
afforded after the World Cup
win last month.

There were no ceremonies
to receive Arjuna Ranatunga
and his men and no banners
welcoming them back unlike
after the
the entire country eru in
noisy ll::u‘:lw':!:)rlth‘:lll*.l,r}r pres

Organisers'
U-turn

NAGANO. Japan, Apr 8: The
organisers of the 1998 winter
Olympics backed down today
from their pledge to pay the
full travel expenses of all ath-
letes taking part in the Nagan

Games In Japan, reports
Reuter. S

Under an agreement with
the International ﬂlymmc
Committee, the Na o ofll-
cials said would now only
pay up to |, US dollars for
each Eltnn athlete.

Nagano evernor Goro
Yoshimura alse told a news

conference that officials travel-
ling with national teams would
not now receive any travel as-
sistance.

"I think the deal shows that
the 10C appreciates our finan-
cial circumstances.” said
Nagano Olympic Commitiee
director general Makoto
Kobayashi.

Nagano
entife travel expenses of
overseas athletes in a success-
ful late effort to ward off com-

tition to 't:-ft the Games
rom Salt Lake City.

Borussia
falling
on April

Moenchengladbach's hero of the night Swede Joergen

7. Patterson struck two goals as Borussia won 3-1.

cm =

Patterson (L) scrambles past a

Markus Babbel (C) of Bayern Munich during a Bundesliga tie in Moenchengladbach

' AFP/UNB photo

orld Cup win when

offered to pay the
.H.

sc hool and also to

B
this scheme fell through l:

arpet welcome | another story but as | dis.

the BCCB my oft repeated
statement was "Test status by
the turn of the century”. The
lurn is unlE round the corner
and if anything we are further
away from our goal than ever
before.

| had the singular honour of

probably taken three and as
nothing stays still — either you
go forward or you go backward
— by comparison we may have
gone two steps _

The author is a hustm.'s:mﬁn
and a leading sports organiser.

IBM Corp on its mettle

ATLANTA. Apr B:
Inter-national
Business Machi-
nes Corp is about
to claim a victory
| in the race to
turn the Internet into a roar-
ing consumer marketplace.
s ‘Reuter.

The worldwide Olympic
sponsor and the Atlanta
Committee for the 'Dl{mplc
Games (ACOG) this week will
detail the success of a Prnprl-
etary on-line system tha
offering Olympic tickets lor
sale last month over the
worldwide web.

Andrew Morbitzer, IBM's
manager of advanced Internet
tec
the

Arbaets

., would not divu

v kg gpebdynd

to u card in-
formation nn-gn: for tickets to
Olympic hui&ttha]t. soccer,
gymnastics and other sports.

But he told Reuters the
ticket venture may be ptvotal
to the development of elec-
tronic consumer sites on the
web

This is our first reality
check to say how consumers
are to react to an elec-
tronic commercial service,”
Morbitzer said in a telephone
imerview. ;

Hi-tech companies. con-
sumer credit firms and retail-
ers see the Internet as a po-

g Ao o

opment has been retarded by
concerns about on-line credit

card fraud.
the

IBM hopes to use

Internet to shake off its old -

corporate image as a lumber-
ing giant, by capturing the lead
in on-line commercial services
from rivals such as Microsoft

"We're here to show that
only aren't we the traditional
IBM ple think of we're ac-
tually meeting very effectively
with our competitors,”
Morbitzer said.

"What we're finding is that
there are a lot of people out
there who., I'm sure, have
come in contact with all the
press about whether or not it's
safe to put your credit card out
on the Interpet. but who feel
comfortable.”

IHM s to announce a
series of products and services
offering electronic commercial
solutions in the coming
months.

Ol ic ticket buyers must
have valid <credit card account
with Visa International, IBM's
fellow SOr. _

To order tickets on-line,
web users call up the official
Olympic website, check ticket
ayvailability or a list of sports
and enter credil information
into an on-line purchase form.
The order is then submitted to
ACOG via electronic mail.

The biggest draw has bien ’

techmnol \

135.000 tickets to pr;!ﬂnusly

sold-out events that ACOG
up for sale about two ﬂ&‘!t
the

ago. Up to now, however.
Olympic ticket service has
been known mainly for its
shortcomings.

Internet purchases have
had to be processed manually
because ACOG's underlying
ticket system, designed mainly
to handle phone orders, does
not interface directly with
IBM. As a result, it has taken
more than a week to confirm
some on-line purchases.

" Recent news r also
say some [nternet orders sim-
have disappeared into cy-

rspace. .

o But Mnrh;ul:r .;Lm the
i st problems ve been
. ieiLindr by who do
not have web browsers that
conform to an industry-wide
security protocol know as
Secure Scokets Layer (SSL)°

rowers, I from
Netscape Communications
Corp's netscape na tor to
Microsoft's Interpnet explorer,
comply with SSL standards.
But others including some
available through the popular
America on line service, do
not.

" "A lot of subscribers have
had trouble su orders,
and to tell the truth, they
haven't understood why,
Morbitzer said.

Most

ROKWC

SEOUL. Apr B8
South Korea's bid
to host the 2002
#World Cup. swee.
6& tened by the

- _ prospect it may
share some matches with
North Korea, will not be hurt

mr;ymgnng’l recent milita
is. a senilor soccer nﬂiﬂﬂ

sald today, reports Reuter

"The current situation rein-
forces the need to give the

World Cup 2002 to South
Korea.," Sonﬂ"l'nu -Shik.
secretary-general of KOBID,
the South Korean Bidding
Committee.

"Hosting the World Cup can
play a role in facilitat the
reunification process.” ng
said.

“There have been many
similar incidents over the t

40 years. " said, i
that the a of the
World

to Seoul would
a role ICnuLoenlni lmplﬂ:y
the Korean peninsula

Pyongyang wrote to FIFA in

January sayving i1 was willing
too ilﬂﬁt some matches The
matier has not gone paxt that
slage ~
South Korea seized o1 the
unexpected Pyongyang letter
as a way to reinforce its bid.
raising the stakes in its cam:-
paign to altract the Cup by
Empnnlnl SOCCEr A8 A Way (o
elp solve one of Asia's most
intractable conflicts

Sport has been used In the
past as a bridge between the
two Koreas, which sent a uni-
filed team to the 199] world
youth soccer championships,

South Korea is in a bitter
fight with arch-rival Japan te
host the first World Cup of the
21st century, and the first to
be held in Asia.

“Al the moment, it is a very
tight race.” Song said of the
decision that will be an
nounced on June | in Zurich.

FIFA officials have said both
countries have demonstrated
through their bids and by
hosting major sports events

bid brightens

that they can put on a success-
ful World Cup. Seoul was host
to the 1988 S,

“Soccer hlsmwgﬁ:huuld help
tip the balance.” salid another
nPﬁtial with the bidding
commiitee.

South Korea has been the
most successful soccer nation
in Asia, qualifying for the
World Cup finals in 1954,
1986, 1990 and 1994. North
Hur:j: shocked :II: soccer
wWOr reaching arter-
finals :.ylh-e 1 966 Wvdﬂ Cup.

Japanese officials say their
popular J-Leaghe, which has
attracted stars such as Dunga.
captain of Brazil's 1994 World
Cup winn team, Is mych

than ‘s league.
The bitterness of the cam-

ﬂuml. which mnd na-
ona Pﬂ& Arou

of Japan's 1910-1945

rule over Korea, led the Asian
Football Confederation to ask
FIFA last month if the twe

could be co-hosts.



